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Welcome to the Kite Aerial Photography Discussion Group.
This is the place to make your own contribution to our musings about the continued refinements
of our art. If you are a newcomer leave us questions, an old salt seasoned observations. Academics
are welcomed to file the occasional polemic, flyers opinions on kites, photographers guidance on
that fair art, spammers nothing.

In any event, if you are interested in KAP please participate in the discussion. As my e-mail over
the last two years has amply demonstrated - we learn from each other.

Note: you may need to reload this page to see the most recent additions.

2 channel RC changed to 8 channel RC Rob van Gils 10/28/99

Re: 2 channel RC changed to 8 channel RC Simon Harbord 10/29/99

Re: 2 channel RC changed to 8 channel RC David Hunt 10/29/99

Blackline Rob van Gils 10/28/99

Re: Blackline David Hunt 10/29/99

nylon 135 kg tested = 60kg tested after 1day ? Rob van Gils 10/28/99

Re: nylon 135 kg tested = 60kg tested after 1day ? Thomas Bennett 10/29/99

Experience building Amerecan flowform. Rob van Gils 10/26/99

Re: Experience building Amerecan flowform. MJAndrew@BlueCircle.co.uk 11/4/99

Perfect plan Sanjo Rokkaku for KAP Rob van Gils 10/14/99

Re: Perfect plan Sanjo Rokkaku for KAP Hans Wiebosch 10/27/99

Re: Perfect plan Sanjo Rokkaku for KAP Hans Wiebosch 10/27/99

Re: Perfect plan Sanjo Rokkaku for KAP Brooks Leffler 10/24/99

Re: Perfect plan Sanjo Rokkaku for KAP Rob van Gils 10/26/99

Re: Perfect plan Sanjo Rokkaku for KAP Brooks Leffler 10/26/99
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Re: Perfect plan Sanjo Rokkaku for KAP Rob v 10/26/99

Ricoh 35R Eis-Winter@t-online.de 10/12/99

Re: Ricoh 35R David Hunt 10/18/99

Re: Ricoh 35R Denis Van der Staey (denis.van.der.staey@verz.kbc.be) 10/20/99

Re: Ricoh 35R Eis-Winter@t-online.de 10/23/99

Re: Ricoh 35R Richard Amirault, ramirault@erols.com 10/28/99

Re: Ricoh 35R Eis-Winter@t-online.de 10/29/99

Re: Ricoh 35R Richard Amirault 10/29/99

My Kap Site Pete Mikula 10/10/99

Re: My Kap Site Thomas Bennett 10/10/99

picavet pullies? Ernie Fosselius 10/3/99

Re: picavet pullies? trudy wohlleben 10/21/99

Re: picavet pullies? Brooks Leffler 10/24/99

Re: picavet pullies? David Hunt 10/4/99

picavet pullies? Ernie Fosselius 10/3/99

KAP RIGS Francois Newman 10/1/99

KAP RIGS Francois Newman 10/1/99

NiMH Batteries (was Please Help) Brooks Leffler 9/30/99

photo par cerf volant www.jeuxvideo.com 9/30/99

photo par cerf volant france 9/30/99

Re: photo par cerf volant trudy wohlleben 11/1/99

photo par cerf volant france 9/30/99

Safety & Radio Frequencies Cris Benton 9/27/99

A little information on 27 MHz frequencies Cris Benton 10/28/99

Re: Safety & Radio Frequencies Richard Amirault, ramirault@erols.com 10/2/99

Re: Safety & Radio Frequencies Brooks Leffler 10/1/99

Re: Safety & Radio Frequencies David Hunt 9/28/99

Re: Safety & Radio Frequencies Thomas Bennett 9/27/99

Re: Safety & Radio Frequencies Cris Benton 9/27/99

Helicopter/Kite comparison question Christopher Mann 9/25/99

Re: Helicopter/Kite comparison question cntrlr@earthlink.net 10/17/99

Re: Helicopter/Kite comparison question Martin Hood 9/28/99

Re: Helicopter/Kite comparison question Christopher Mann 9/28/99
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Re: Helicopter/Kite comparison question David Hunt 9/25/99

Re: Helicopter/Kite comparison question Simon Harbord 9/25/99

Re: Helicopter/Kite comparison question Christopher Mann 9/25/99

Re: Helicopter/Kite comparison question David Hunt 9/25/99

Re: Helicopter/Kite comparison question Christopher Mann 9/28/99

Re: Helicopter/Kite comparison question Willamette 9/29/99

More lift from a Cody Thomas Bennett 9/21/99

Info on Large Delta Conynes Cris benton 9/19/99

Re: Info on Large Delta Conynes Kevin Flynn 9/21/99

Re: Info on Large Delta Conynes Henry Jebe 9/19/99

Thanks Henry, thermals Cris Benton 9/20/99

Re: Thanks Henry, thermals Thomas Bennett 9/21/99

Re: Thanks Henry, thermals Rick Inzero, rdi@cci.com 9/24/99

Re: Thanks Henry, thermals Thomas Bennett 9/25/99

Turning Upside down David Hunt 9/22/99

Re: Turning Upside down Thomas Bennett 9/23/99

Re: Turning Upside down Rick Inzero, rdi@cci.com 9/24/99

Re: From Scott Kroeger's Site David Hunt 9/20/99

Scott Kroeger's 14' DC David Hunt 9/20/99

Re: Thanks Henry, thermals David Hunt 9/20/99

Re: Thanks Henry, thermals Simon Harbord 9/21/99

My aim may be true Caleb Strockbine, caleb@diehlgraphsoft.com 9/7/99

Re: My aim may be true Richard Amirault,  ramirault@erols.com 9/11/99

Re: My aim may be true Caleb Strockbine 9/8/99

What kind of kite do I want? trost-kp@cloud.rain.com 9/6/99

Re: What kind of kite do I want? Richard Amirault,   ramirault@erols.com 9/11/99

Re: What kind of kite do I want? David Hunt 9/8/99

Messenger Ideas trost-kp@cloud.rain.com 9/5/99

Re: Messenger Ideas David Hunt 9/6/99

KAP for analysing landscapes in a GIS system Doekele.rienks@95.student.wau.nl 8/17/99

Re: KAP for analysing landscapes in a GIS system Erik Crins 8/18/99

KAP Kit Ideas Mike Dikas (emdal@aol.com) 8/14/99

Big kite flying Mike Garside, hg4pilot@aol.com 8/4/99
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any KAPers in the North Texas area? Christopher Mann 8/2/99

Please Help!! Mike Handy 7/27/99

Re: Please Help!! Kenny Mann 7/31/99

Re: Digital camera batteries Cris Benton 7/29/99

Re: Please Help!! Simon Harbord 7/28/99

Re: Please Help!! J. Lundquist 8/11/99

Urban AP - VTO kites? brett.lake-benson@parexel.co.uk 7/22/99

Digital Camera Magazine Kenny Mann, Editor at Large - DCM 7/21/99

SORRY THATS SIMON HARBORD Kevin Flynn 7/19/99

WELL DONE SIMON Kevin Flynn 7/18/99

Re: WELL DONE SIMON Simon 7/19/99

The AE - dead (sigh)- some second rate suggestions. Simon Harbord 7/16/99

Re: The AE - dead (sigh)- some second rate suggestions. jean-edouard.c@arcadis.be 7/16/99

New Homepage Pete Mikula 7/11/99

New Homepage Pete Mikula 7/11/99

the aerial eye DEAD .... (sigh) Richard Amirault (ramirault@erols.com) 7/8/99

Re: the aerial eye DEAD .... (sigh) Bob Brown bob@thebrowns.com 7/15/99

Radio Controlled Hot Air Balloons Onsalehere@aol.com 7/5/99

Re: Radio Controlled Hot Air Balloons Thomas Bennett 7/6/99

How to convert a two channel RC to four channels bmalle@yahoo.com 6/24/99

Re: How to convert a two channel RC to four channels David Hunt 7/7/99

Re: How to convert a two channel RC to four channels bmalle@yahoo.com 7/7/99

Re: How to convert a two channel RC to four channels Peter van Erkel 7/21/99

video shooting from akite repport@club-internet.fr 6/23/99

video camera ona kite repport@club-internet.fr 6/23/99

kitelines Jean-edouardc@arcadis.be 6/23/99

Electronic control of digital cameras Daniel 6/20/99

Richo FF9 soobee5@redshift.com 6/14/99

Re: Richo FF9 H.Breedland@prvgron.nl 9/23/99

Inquire about ongoing kite photography of Coral Reefs adavis@netpci.com 6/13/99

Teacher seeks advice Jerry Feltis (jfeltis@dakota-science.org) 6/4/99

KAP from a ship Henry Jebe 5/26/99

KAP RIGS Francois Newman 5/23/99
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Newport '99 Michael@kitephotos.com 5/13/99

Re: Newport '99 Richard Amirault 6/10/99

Re: Newport '99 Mark Frasier, brockus@empire.net 5/13/99

Plans for Multi_Flare? Doug Whitman 5/10/99

Re: Plans for Multi_Flare? Bernhard Malle, Ulm, Germany 6/23/99

2 questions Trudy Wohlleben 5/6/99

Re: 2 questions Rick Inzero, rdi@cci.com 5/7/99

The Perfect Winch Doug Whitman 5/6/99

TV Camera Glenn Nelson 4/29/99

Re: TV Camera Stepan Murer 7/24/99

Re: TV Camera Guy LeBlanc 5/18/99

Re: TV Camera +clarification on UK regulations please? Simon Harbord 5/3/99

Re: TV Camera Simon Hharbord 5/3/99

Re: TV Camera jean-edouardc@arcadis.be 5/1/99

Good photog, lousy engineer; anyone selling P&S Rigs? stnoonan@yahoo.com 4/21/99

Re: Good photog, lousy engineer; anyone selling P&S Rigs? Peter Bults 4/22/99

Good photog, lousy engineer; anyone selling P&S Rigs? stnoonan@yahoo.com 4/21/99

KAP over water amy wilson   4/19/99

Re: KAP over water Pierre Gerard from France 5/8/99

Re: KAP over water Henry Jebe 4/30/99

Re: KAP over water Rick Inzero, rdi@cci.com 4/26/99

Re: KAP over water David Hunt 4/23/99

Rig Construction Questions? David Lilly 4/15/99

Re: Rig Construction Questions? Richard Amirault, ramirault@erols.com 6/10/99

Re: Rig Construction Questions? Mark Frasier 5/4/99

Re: Rig Construction Questions? Glenn Nelson 4/29/99

Re: Rig Construction Questions? David Hunt 4/23/99

Re: Rig Construction Questions? Cris Benton 4/16/99

what is a pendulum suspension? Trudy Wohlleben 4/14/99

Re: what is a pendulum suspension? Mark Frasier 4/14/99

Re: what is a pendulum suspension? John Edwards  edw1@azstarnet.com 4/23/99

Alkaline Batteries for Receiver glennn@ix.netcom.com 4/9/99

Need: No-pan rig & kite ami@comports.com 4/2/99
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Re: Need: No-pan rig & kite Cris Benton 4/2/99

re: woops,about that winch hupalmer@msn.com 4/1/99

Insurance rshell@porthill.com 4/1/99

Wind Speed Indicators? glennn@ix.netcom.com 3/30/99

Re: Wind Speed Indicators? Trudy Wohlleben (tmw2@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca) 4/1/99

A winch recipe hupalmer@msn.com 3/29/99

KAP Rig Weight John Edwards, KAPper-in-training 3/29/99

Re: KAP Rig Weight Peter Bults 4/23/99

Melissa Virus John Edwards 3/29/99

KAP without rig or remote at 80N Trudy Wohlleben 3/23/99

Re: KAP without rig or remote at 80N Carl Bigras 3/31/99

Visitor's Gallery Simon Harbord 3/21/99

Remote Video & System Weight Joe Shrader 3/9/99

Re: Remote Video & System Weight jean-edouardc@arcadis.be 3/11/99

Need help to find a special equipment Yi Pei 3/1/99

Re: Need help to find a special equipment Cris Benton 3/4/99

New KAP Photos Bob Brown rbrown3rd@mindspring.com 2/28/99

Re: New KAP Photos (URL Correction) Bob Brown 2/28/99

Still *another* KAP web page! Richard Amirault 2/26/99

Re: Still *another* KAP web page! Richard Amirault 2/28/99

Viewfinder Idea bob.lindell@medtronic.com 2/23/99

Re: Viewfinder Idea - Xenon Flasher Scott Jex 3/18/99

Re: Viewfinder Idea - Xenon Flasher Simon Harbord 3/19/99

Re: Viewfinder Idea hans.wiebosch@capitolonline.nl 3/5/99

Re: Viewfinder Idea David Hunt 2/23/99

Re: Viewfinder Idea rbrown@mindspring.com (Bob) 2/23/99

Another new KAP Website - Simon Harbord Simon 2/21/99

Australian High School KAP site has moved Jeff Ralph 2/16/99

Re: Australian High School KAP site has moved Jeff Ralph 2/16/99

a really good winch hupalmer@msn.com 2/10/99

Transmitter Frequencies David 2/8/99

Re: Transmitter Frequencies (Further suggestions) Thomas Bennett 2/10/99

Re: Transmitter Frequencies (AMA Response) Thomas Bennett 2/18/99
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Re: USA Transmitter Freq (AMA Response) Cris Benton 2/19/99

Re: Transmitter Frequencies Bob Pebly 2/9/99

Re: Transmitter Frequencies +e mail new address Simon Harbord 2/9/99

Re: Transmitter Frequencies (Ask AMA) Thomas Bennett 2/8/99

Re: Transmitter Frequencies (Ask AMA) Thomas Bennett 2/8/99

Re: Transmitter Frequencies Rick Inzero, rdi@cci.com 2/8/99

My KAP page updated Mark Frasier 2/5/99

Re: My KAP page updated rbrown3rd@mindspring.com 2/8/99

Re: My KAP page updated w/URL Mark Frasier 2/10/99

Update Cris Benton 2/1/99

New KAPper Need Transmitter Help Scott Jex 1/31/99

Re: New KAPper Need Transmitter Help Richard Amirault 2/12/99

Re: New KAPper Need Transmitter Help Mark Frasier 2/5/99

Re: New KAPper Need Transmitter Help David Hunt 2/1/99

Kite Aerial Photography Kitelines@aol.com 1/30/99

Olympus Stylus Epic Bob Brown 1/27/99

Visit my Homepage Hans Wiebosch, NL 1/26/99

Re: Visit my Homepage Rick Inzero, rdi@cci.com 2/1/99

Re: Visit my Homepage Hans Wiebosch 2/1/99

Re: Visit my Homepage Tom Bennett 1/26/99

Sutton 60 - Line Pete Mikula 1/25/99

Re: Sutton 60 - Line michael@kitephotos.com 1/25/99

Re: Sutton 60 - Line Richard Amirault 2/12/99

Kites on Ice Festival bob.lindell@medtronic.com 1/25/99

Links For Above Post bob.lindell@medtronic.com 1/25/99

Activity!! bob.lindell@medtronic.com 1/25/99

Re: Activity!! Pete Mikula    -  mikula@jadeinc.com 1/25/99

Mathematics lesson Paul Cooper 1/21/99

Re: Mathematics lesson Carl Boudreau 3/24/99

Re: Mathematics lesson steve clayton 1/22/99

Re: Mathematics lesson Simon Harbord 1/21/99

Re: Mathematics lesson Paul Cooper 1/22/99

Re: Mathematics lesson Simon 1/22/99
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Re: Mathematics lesson David Hunt 1/22/99

Re: Mathematics lesson David Hunt 1/21/99

Canon Rebels steve clayton 1/21/99

Re: Canon Rebels Michael@kitephotos.com 1/21/99

Re: Winter KAP David Hunt 1/21/99

Re: Canon Rebels David Hunt 1/21/99

Re: Canon Rebels David Hunt 1/21/99

Re: Canon Rebels David Hunt 1/21/99

Snow Flying David Hunt 1/18/99

Re: Snow Flying Tom Bennett 1/21/99

Discussion down but now back up Cris Benton 1/18/99

Still works Cris Benton 2/4/99

KAP in Kazakstan Perry Tourtellotte 11/17/98

Re: KAP in Kazakstan David Hunt 11/25/98

Want to get started -Archaeologist is Kazakstan Perry Tourtellotte 11/16/98

Re: Want to get started -Archaeologist is Kazakstan David Hunt 11/16/98

'Kangarooing' Steve Thomas 11/14/98

FAA...FYI Michael Alpert 11/6/98

FAA 500' restriction, nation wide! cboudrea@pressenter.com 11/5/98

Re: FAA 500' restriction, nation wide! Mike Kelly 7/29/99

Re: FAA 500' restriction, nation wide! bob.lindell@medtronic.com 11/6/98

How many pictures do you guys have to take? cboudrea@pressenter.com 11/5/98

Re: How many pictures do you guys have to take? Simon Harbord 11/11/98

Re: How many pictures do you guys have to take? Rick Inzero, rdi@cci.com 11/9/98

Re: How many pictures do you guys have to take? michael@kitephotos.com 11/6/98

Manual rig for sale cboudrea@pressenter.com 11/5/98

Stereos from panoramics? Thomas Bennett 10/24/98

Re: Stereos from panoramics? Richard Amirault 2/12/99

Re: Stereos from panoramics? Simon Harbord 12/7/98

Re: Stereos from panoramics? Tom Bennett 1/19/99

What to do when flowform overflies? rdi@cci.com 10/23/98

Re: What to do when flowform overflies? David Hunt 10/28/98

Re: What to do when flowform overflies? Jeff Ralph 10/24/98
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Re: What to do when flowform overflies? Simon Harbord 10/28/98

Face In the Sand Michael Alpert 10/15/98

Re: Face In the Sand Cris Benton 10/20/98

want to get started Tyler 10/6/98

Re: want to get started Henry J 10/15/98

Re: want to get started Carl Boudreau cboudrea@pressenter.com 10/24/98

Re: want to get started Bruce A. Baskett (bbaskett@io.com) 10/10/98

Re: want to get started David Hunt 10/8/98

Re: want to get started Bob Pebly 10/7/98

Re: want to get started bob.lindell@medtronic.com 10/7/98

KAP stereographs Jeff Ralph 9/24/98

Re: KAP stereographs David Hunt 9/29/98

Re: KAP stereographs Jeff Ralph 10/4/98

Re: KAP stereographs David Hunt 10/5/98

Notes on Kite Aerial Photography is moving Cris Benton 9/2/98

Great Weekend Flying bob.lindell@medtronic.com 9/2/98

KAP Site updated Mark Frasier 9/2/98

Notes on Kite Safety Thomas Bennett 9/2/98

Relocation of discussion group Cris Benton 9/2/98

Test of Reply Function Cris Benton 9/2/98

Re: Test of Reply Function Cris 9/22/98

Re: Test of a test Bob Pebly 9/3/98

KAPing at Dusk Michael Alpert 8/3/98

Re: Corrected Address Michael Alpert 8/3/98

anybody tought about using what`s called `montgolfière`?(french term) f1@sommet.net 8/2/98

Re: anybody tought about using what`s called `montgolfière`?(fre... E. Crins 8/5/98

Modifying A Futaba servo Brian Geiger 8/2/98

Re: Modifying A Futaba servo Bob Pebly 8/13/98

Re: Modifying A Futaba servo Bob Pebly 9/2/98

Re: Modifying A Futaba servo Bob Pebly 1/25/99

Re: Modifying A Futaba servo Scott Kroeger 8/12/98

Starter Kite and Camera Kits jgg0926@mail.ecu.edu 7/30/98

OT: Did the Egyptions use a picovet or a pendulum? Bruce Baskett bbaskett@io.com 7/29/98
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"Gecht " (?) photography collection about 1865 of SF Sandy  <bbb@ns.net> 7/25/98

Scott's page, and Epic IR Remote issues Bruce A. Baskett, bbaskett@io.com 7/20/98

Re: Scott's page, and Epic IR Remote issues   7/20/98

Pulley System Works Michael 7/19/98

Re: Pulley System Works Anybody 8/25/99

Re: Pulley System Works Thomas Bennett 7/19/98

Yet Another KAP Site / Web page editor advice Scott Kroeger 7/18/98

Re: Yet Another KAP Site / Web page editor advice Thomas Bennett 7/19/98

Re: Web page editor advice/"Coffin" design Thomas Bennett 7/19/98

Re: Web page editor advice/"Coffin" design Scott Kroeger 7/19/98

Re: "Coffin" design-Servo to Picavet Thomas Bennett 7/20/98

Re: "Coffin" design-Servo to Picavet Scott Kroeger 7/20/98

New web site Mark Frasier 7/14/98

Re: New web site Mark Frasier 7/14/98

Kite project web site Thomas Bennett 7/13/98

Re: Kite project web site (Moving) Thomas Bennett 10/7/98

How do you make a Daisy Chain? Daisy 7/11/98

Re: How do you make a Daisy Chain? Scott Kroeger 7/13/98

Re: How do you make a Daisy Chain? Thomas Bennett 7/13/98

Re: How do you make a Daisy Chain? Rick Inzero, rdi@cci.com 7/15/98

Using a second line for shutter release ... and the Canon Elph Jr. Mike Kelly 7/10/98

Re: Using a second line for shutter release ... and the Canon Elp... Mark Frasier 7/10/98

Re: Using a second line for shutter release ... and the Canon... Mike Kelly 7/13/98

Re: Using a second line for shutter release ... and the Canon... Mark Frasier
7/14/98

Re: ElphJr->OlympusEpic->YashicaT4Super Mike Kelly 7/14/98

Re:Olympus Epic vs YashicaT4Super, and a timer/trigger Bruce A. Baskett 
bbaskett@io.com 7/15/98

Journalist looking for info andre.pratte@sympatico.ca 7/10/98

Pulley System Michael Alpert 7/9/98

Re: Pulley System Michael 7/9/98

Re: Pulley System Thomas Bennett 7/10/98

Re: Pulley System Bill Nelson 7/11/98

Re: Pulley System Thomas Bennett 7/13/98
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Re: Pulley System Bill Nelson 7/13/98

Olympus Stylus Epic is heavier than you think. Scott Kroeger 7/4/98

Re: Olympus Stylus Epic is heavier than you think. Scott Kroeger 7/4/98

Kite Safety Code Thomas Bennett 6/26/98

Re: Kite Safety Code (Already exists) Thomas Bennett 7/1/98

Still need info on Canon Rebel Glen Thomas 6/23/98

Re: Still need info on Canon Rebel Scott Kroeger 6/23/98

Cheap timers JAW 6/23/98

Re: Cheap timers Bill Nelson 6/28/98

Re: Cheap timers JAW 6/29/98

Re: An Australian school site with KAP Jeff Ralph 6/24/98

What about tetrahedral kites Flieg Hollander 6/22/98

Re: What about tetrahedral kites wim.verbeiren@nospam.village.uunet.be 6/24/98

Re: What about tetrahedral kites Glen Thomas 6/23/98

Re: What about tetrahedral kites Flieg Hollander 6/25/98

Speaking of roks... Mark Frasier 6/20/98

Canon Rebel Glen Thomas, Cape Town, South Africa 6/19/98

DC vs. ROK Michael Alpert 6/18/98

Re: DC vs. ROK Mark Frasier 6/20/98

my hasty KAP galleries Mark Frasier 6/14/98

Picavet vs. pendulum Mark Frasier 6/14/98

Re: Picavet vs. pendulum Simon Harbord 6/15/98

Re: Picavet vs. pendulum Brooks Leffler 7/1/98

KAPing with a digital camara site Alan 6/9/98

Flowform or Stratoscoop?? bob.lindell@born.com 6/8/98

Re: Flowform or Stratoscoop?? David Hunt 6/15/98

Re: Flowform or Stratoscoop?? Scott Kroeger 6/8/98

Re: Flowform or Stratoscoop?? Brooks Leffler 7/1/98

Web site- 1998 KAP Exhibition- Japan KAP Assn Rick Inzero, rdi@cci.com 6/8/98

KAP Photo Contest? Cris Benton 6/6/98

Re: KAP Photo Contest? kite.photograpy@hetnet.nl 6/14/98

Re: KAP Photo Contest? David Hunt 6/26/98

Re: KAP Photo Contest? Mark Frasier 6/14/98
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Re: KAP Photo Contest? jean-edouardc@arcadis.be 6/13/98

Re: KAP Photo Contest? Michael Alpert 6/7/98

Re: KAP Photo Contest? Rick Inzero, rdi@cci.com 6/8/98

Re: KAP Photo Contest? Rick Inzero, rdi@cci.com 6/10/98

Re: KAP Photo Contest? Mark Frasier 6/14/98

Where to find black kite line? Scott Kroeger 6/2/98

Re: Where to find black kite line? Michael Alpert 6/3/98

Re: Where to find black kite line? Cris Benton 6/2/98

Is the main KAP site functioning? Cris Benton 6/1/98

Re: Is the main KAP site functioning? bgausman@stan-co.k12.ca.us 6/1/98

Re: Is the main KAP site functioning? Scott Kroeger 6/1/98

Films of choice Michael Alpert 5/31/98

Address change for this page Cris Benton 5/30/98

Main KAP WWW pages will be sporadically down Cris Benton 5/23/98

KAP WWW pages back up Cris Benton 5/27/98

Picavet lines Erik Crins 5/19/98

Re: Picavet lines Rick Inzero, rdi@cci.com 5/19/98

Kite Safety:  Sunburn and Cancer Bruce A. Baskett  bbaskett@io.com 5/14/98

Kite Safety--Eye Protection David Hunt 5/13/98

How to control a daisy chain? Rick Inzero, rdi@cci.com 5/13/98

Re: How to control a daisy chain? David Hunt 5/13/98

Re: How to control a daisy chain? Cris Benton 5/13/98

Re: How to control a daisy chain? David Hunt 5/15/98

Re: How to control a daisy chain? + how to start one Rick Inzero, rdi@cci.com 5/14/98

Re: How to "do" daisy chain? Bruce A. Baskett bbaskett@io.com 5/13/98

How visible is a kite from low-flying aircraft? Cris Benton 5/11/98

Re: How visible is a kite from low-flying aircraft? Jan van der Elsen 6/4/98

Thanks Jan Cris Benton 6/6/98

Re: How visible is a kite from low-flying aircraft? Bill Nelson 5/17/98

Used Flowforms? Bob Brown rbrown3rd@mindspring.com 5/11/98

Information sought on Wm. Eddy Kate Middleton (MTavish@aol.com) 5/10/98

Re: Information sought on Wm. Eddy David Hunt 5/11/98

Re: Information sought on Wm. Eddy Kate Middleton, mtavish@aol.com 5/11/98
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mapping vegetation Erik Crins 5/8/98

Lawrence panoramas at Library of Congress WWW site Cris Benton 5/6/98

Re: Lawrence panoramas at Library of Congress WWW site Thomas Bennett 5/12/98

Safety David Hunt 5/5/98

Five pounds of what? Cris Benton 5/5/98

Re: Five pounds of what? Thomas Bennett 5/6/98

Kites under 5 pounds exempt from all but Section 101.7 Cris Benton 5/6/98

Want to buy starter kit mpatterson@arithmos.com 5/4/98

Re: Want to buy starter kit Bruce A. Baskett 5/4/98

Re: Want to buy starter kit mpatterson@arithmos.com 5/5/98

Re: Want to buy starter kit Cris Benton (cris@ced.berkeley.edu) 5/6/98

Bruce's Clip-Trip (TM), and KISS Challenge. Bruce Baskett 5/1/98

Re: Bruce's KISS Challenge. - thermostats Simon Harbord 5/6/98

Thermostats - Simon illustrates his concept Simon Harbord via Cris Benton 5/13/98

Thanks Bruce Cris Benton 5/1/98

Re: Thanks Bruce Henry Jebe 5/14/98

Re: Music Boxes and wind-up toys Bruce A. Baskett  bbaskett@io.com 5/14/98

KAP Discussion Group back up Cris Benton 4/23/98

Cody's David Lilly 06 Apr 1998

Re: Cody's Cris Benton 4/23/98

Re: Cody's flying problems jean-edouardc@arcadis.be 7/3/98

New (?) type of hangup- quicktree     Rick Inzero, rdi@cci.com 03 Apr 1998

Re: New (?) type of hangup- quicktree josborn@worldnet.att.net 1/25/99

Re: New (?) type of hangup- quicktree Bruce A. Baskett  bbaskett@io.com 5/12/98

Wonderful site, but I'm lost as can be! I can't find a thing on where to get kites... Jeff Harman
dissux@aol.com 19 Mar    1998

Re: Wonderful site, but I'm lost as can be! I can't find a thing... David Hunt 19 Mar 1998

Multi-Flare? Bruce Baskett 16 Mar     1998

Re: Multi-Flare? Simon Harbord 18         Mar 1998

Re: Multi-Flare? and DC question         Cris Benton 17 Mar 1998

Looking for KAP cradle D. Freese 09     Mar 1998

Re: Looking for KAP cradle David         Hunt 09 Mar 1998

the "EDDY" solution     Michael S. DeBurger madmike@tcon.net 08 Mar 1998
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Re: the "EDDY" solution         Michael S. DeBurger 14 Mar 1998

R/C Control of Digital Camera     viewport@dial.pipex.com 06 Mar 1998

Hover Rig David Hunt 06 Mar 1998

Re: Hover Rig Cris Benton 06 Mar         1998

the "EDDY" solution     Michael S. DeBurger madmike@tcon.net 05 Mar 1998

the "EDDY" solution     Michael S. DeBurger 05 Mar 1998

What camera to use?     Olof.kjellberg@indgym.abb.se 03 Mar 1998

Re: What camera to use? Cris Benton         03 Mar 1998

Re: What camera to use? Bill Koch, wjkoch@bigfoot.com 7/30/98

Hangar spacing Marty Allen 27 Feb     1998

Re: Hangar spacing         wim.verbeiren@village.uunet.be 03 Mar 1998

On the Cheap Loescher 14 Feb 1998

Re: On the Cheap Bill Nelson 6/21/98

Camera Settings Michael A. 26 Jan     1998

Re: Camera Settings Steve Yahn         syahn@tscnet.com 02 Feb 1998

Radio Slaves? Anthony Howell 24 Jan     1998

Flow Form 60 David Hunt 24 Jan 1998

Re: Flow Form 60 David Hunt 25 Jan         1998

Re: Flow Form 60 Cris Benton 26 Jan             1998

web site update Bob Pebly 20 Jan     1998

R.C. Aircraft Photography Patrick     Joyce, Palm Bay Fla. 18 Jan 1998

Camera Comments Requested     coh@i-2000.com 17 Jan 1998

Re: Camera Comments Requested Simon         Harbord 19 Jan 1998

Richo FF-9 question David Van Zandt     15 Jan 1998

3D-KAP Steve Yahn syahn@tscnet.com     05 Jan 1998

Re: 3D-KAP David Schenken 11 Jan         1998

Re: 3D-KAP Simon Harbord 08 Jan         1998

Re: 3D-KAP Wim Verbeiren 07 Jan         1998

Looking into Medium Format Michael     Alpert 22 Dec 1997

Re: Looking into Medium Format         Henry 01 Jan 1998

Re: Looking into Medium Format         Steve Yahn tscnet.com 22 Dec 1997

Wondering about the Canon Elph Jr.     Cris Benton (cris@ced.berkeley.edu) 15 Dec 1997

use kodak 135 film- panatomic -x     tmaher2010@aol. 09 Dec 1997
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Re: use kodak 135 film- panatomic -x         Steve Yahn syahn@tscnet.com 09 Dec 1997

Small R/C David Schenken 07 Dec     1997

Camera Comments Requested Matt Luly     06 Dec 1997

Re: Camera Comments Requested [exp comp]         pwaelde@acadiacom.net 24 Dec 1997

Re: Camera Comments Requested [exp comp]             Simon Harbord 27 Dec 1997

Re: Camera Comments Req [sorry bout HTML]             me again 24 Dec 1997

Re: Camera Comments Requested Simon         Harbord 12 Dec 1997

Re: Camera Comments Requested             Matthew Luly 17 Dec 1997

Re: Camera Comments Requested Simon                 Harbord 19 Dec 1997

Shutter Speeds and Apertures David             Hunt 12 Dec 1997

Re: Shutter Speeds and Apertures                 Jan van der Elsen 16 Dec 1997

Re: Camera Comments Requested David         Hunt 09 Dec 1997

Re: Camera Comments Requested Rick         Inzero 08 Dec 1997

Re: Camera Comments Requested David         Schenken 07 Dec 1997

What size Sutton for newbie?     bgausman@stan-co.k12.ca.us 17 Nov 1997

Sutton advice Cris Benton         (cris@ced.berkeley.edu) 18 Nov 1997

Re: What size Sutton for newbie?         Michael Alpert 18 Nov 1997

Gloves Cris Benton     (cris@ced.berkeley.edu) 17 Nov 1997

Re: Gloves Thomas Bennett 10 Mar         1998

Re: Gloves David Hunt 19 Nov 1997

Re: Gloves Jan van der Elsen 19 Nov         1997

What Goes Up . . . . ! Martin Hood     11 Nov 1997

Re: What Goes Up . . . . ! Rick Inzero 12 Nov 1997

Build my own kite?  bob.lindell@medtronic.com 03 Nov 1997

Re: Build my own kite?   syahn@tscnet.com 05 Nov 1997

Re: Build my own kite? Paul Breddels 04 Nov 1997

Starting Kite Aerial Photography  DaveandMB@mho.net 23 Oct 1997

Re: Starting Kite Aerial Photography         Bob Pebly 23 Oct 1997

Benton KAP Exhibit opening in Southern     California Cris Benton (cris@ced.berkeley.edu) 22 Oct
1997

Digital or Video KAP? G. Ward 21 Oct 1997

Re: Digital or Video KAP? Wim Verbeiren 22 Oct 1997

Re: Digital or Video KAP? Simon Harbord 23 Oct 1997
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Re: Digital or Video KAP? Wim Verbeiren 30 Oct 1997

Re: Digital or Video KAP? Jan van der Elsen 22 Oct 1997

Sutton not found Wim Verbeiren 18 Oct 1997

Re: Sutton not found Jan van der Elsen 19 Oct 1997

A question -electrical lines and overhead obstructions Simon Harbord 15 Oct 1997

Flowform Question Michael Alpert 14 Oct 1997

Re: Flowform Question Cris Benton 16 Oct 1997

New Site Michael Alpert 10 Oct 1997

What's your Hangup ? Martin Hood 08 Oct 1997

Re: What's your Hangup ? Han Jonkers 10 Oct 1997

Re: What's your Hangup ? Jan van der Elsen 09 Oct 1997

Re: What's your Hangup ? Thomas Bennett 09 Oct 1997

Hello Jim Mattison,jmatti9778@aol.com 07 Oct 1997

simon harbord: where are you? dave morris/ dman@andover.co.uk/dmanet.com/etc etc 06 Oct 1997

Re: simon harbord: where are you? Simon Harbord 07 Oct 1997

Low cost shutter release ideas Bill Nelson 04 Oct 1997

Re: Low cost shutter release ideas Jan van der Elsen 04 Oct 1997

Re: Low cost shutter release ideas Bill Nelson 06 Oct 1997

Re: Low cost shutter release ideas Thomas Bennett 04 Oct 1997

Is anyone shooting sandcastles? Henry Jebe 02 Oct 1997

Re: Is anyone shooting sandcastles? Jan van der Elsen 02 Oct 1997

A Question On H/V Format Michael Alpert <MikeA@nantucket.net> 30 Sep 1997

Re: A Question On H/V Format Peter Bults 01 Oct 1997

A mechanical approach Cris Benton 01 Oct 1997

Re: A Question On H/V Format Simon Harbord 01 Oct 1997

Sources for George Lawrence photographs? Cris Benton 28 Sep 1997

Brooks Leffler KAP Exhibit Cris Benton 10 Sep 1997

Hello KAPers MikeA@Nantucket.net 10 Sep 1997

Wildwood AKA convention Bob Pebly 09 Sep 1997

Re: Wildwood AKA convention Bob Pebly 14 Sep 1997

Has anyone tried using a return pulley system? Thomas Bennett 06 Sep 1997

Return system tested. Thomas Bennett 01 Oct 1997

Re: Has anyone tried using a return pulley system? Cris Benton 08 Sep 1997
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Re: Has anyone tried using a return pulley system? David Hunt 08 Sep 1997

Re: Has anyone tried using a return pulley system? Thomas Bennett 11 Sep 1997

Re: Kite Messengers David Hunt 11 Sep 1997

Re: Has anyone tried using a return pulley system? Peter Bults 10 Sep 1997

How do you mechanically push the button- more than once? rdi@cci.com 05 Sep 1997

Re: How do you mechanically push the button- more than once? David Schenken 08 Sep 1997

Re: How do you mechanically push the button- more than once? Rick Inzero,
rdi@cci.com 09 Sep 1997

Re: How do you mechanically push the button- more than once? David Schenken
20 Sep 1997

Re: How do you mechanically push the button- more than once? 26 Sep
1997

Re: How do you mechanically push the button- more than once? Bill
Nelson 13 Oct 1997

Re: How do you mechanically push the button- more than
once? Rick Inzero 13 Nov 1997

Re: How do you mechanically push the button- more   
than once? Bill Nelson 16 Nov 1997

A few questions Eric Yates 02 Sep     1997

Re: Motion Blur Thomas Bennett 21 Sep 1997

Regarding motion blur Cris Benton 11 Sep 1997

Re: Regarding motion blur Eric 17 Sep 1997

Video Senders - UK Legal Warning Simon Harbord 01 Sep 1997

Overcoming the August Block - what ARE we all up to ? Simon Harbord 28 Aug 1997

3 legged picavet? Anthony Howell 23 Aug 1997

Article on Picavet geometries Cris Benton 27 Aug 1997

Re: Article on Picavet geometries steve clayton 1/21/99

Re: 3 legged picavet? Eirik Steinhoff 25 Aug 1997

Re: Rockets and Kites David Hunt 26 Aug 1997

Re: Rocket error and Kite sites Eirik Steinhoff 27 Aug 1997

WHAT SORT OF ANIMAL IS A KAPper? Jan van der Elsen 26 Aug 1997

Re: one of your questions Simon Harbord 26 Aug 1997

Test Post Simon Harbord 22 Aug 1997

Re: Test Post Jan 23 Aug 1997

Re: Test Post Bernhard Malle 05 Sep 1997
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video sender wanted OUTSIDE the UK Jan van der Elsen 20 Aug 1997

Re: video sender wanted OUTSIDE the UK Jenny Kow 10/1/99

Re: video sender wanted OUTSIDE the UK Jenny Kow 10/1/99

Re: video sender wanted OUTSIDE the UK jccom@webtv.net 21 Jan 1998

Re: video sender wanted OUTSIDE the UK         Peter Bults 04 Sep 1997

A Canadian source for video Cris Benton 27 Aug 1997

Re: video sender wanted OUTSIDE the UK Han Jonkers 23 Aug 1997

Size of KAP kites Martin Hood 29 Jul 1997

Re: Size of KAP kites wim.verbeiren@euronet.be 31 Jul 1997

Re: Size of KAP kites Jan van der Elsen 29 Jul 1997

Messenger surface area vs lift hyltons@tidalwave.net 21 Jul 1997

VIDEO SENDER WANTED IN THE U.K. Jan van der Elsen 16 Jul 1997

Re: VIDEO SENDER WANTED IN THE U.K. SASEM1@aol.com 02 Nov 1997

Re: VIDEO SENDER WANTED IN THE U.K.         SASEM1@aol.com 02 Nov 1997

Main KAP WWW Site down for a couple of days     Cris Benton 15 Jul 1997

RE: A Newcomers' Viewpoint... coh@i-2000.com 10 Jul 1997

RE: A Newcomers' Viewpoint... David Schenken 20 Sep 1997

A Newcomer's Viewpoint... coh@i-2000.com (Chuck Henderson) 09 Jul 1997

Re: A Newcomer's Viewpoint... Cris Benton 09 Jul 1997

Re: Overflying laqua@sprynet.com 18 Jul 1997

Re: Overflying vs the Thermal David Schenken 08 Sep 1997

Re: A Newcomer's Viewpoint... Patrick Cook (boxkite@midcoast.com) 13 Jul 1997

Re: A Newcomer's Viewpoint... Peter van Erkel (perkel@lucent.com) 09 Jul 1997

CNN? Bob Brown in Florida 06 Jul 1997

Re: CNN? Bob Pebly 07 Jul 1997

Holy Warhol Batman, that was me on CNN Cris Benton 09 Jul 1997

Cris Benton on CNN!! - was Re: CNN? Bernhard Malle,
bernhard.malle@dbag.ulm.daimlerbenz.com 07 Jul 1997

Rig bounce and Picavet length Cris Benton 09 Jul 1997

Re: Rig bounce and Picavet length Jan van der Elsen 10 Jul 1997

Kinda quiet here? Best light new SLR for KAP ?? Simon Harbord 04 Jul 1997

Re: Kinda quiet here? Best light new SLR for KAP ?? David Hunt 19 Jul 1997

Re: SLR list + Bird tale Simon Harbord 21 Jul 1997
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Re: Kinda quiet here? Best light new SLR for KAP ?? wim.verbeiren@infoboard.be 06 Jul
1997

general question T Wenrich 21 Jun 1997

Seeking Some Introduction Jeff Peters (jspeters@erols.com) 20 Jun 1997

Description of a typical KAP session Cris Benton 22 Jun 1997

Re: Description of a typical KAP session François Demont, spitfire@compuserve.com 27
Jun 1997

Re: Description of a typical KAP session Simon Harbord 27 Jun 1997

Travel by plane with KAP equipment Detlef (d.beyer@hermes.de) 19 Jun 1997

Re: Travel by plane with KAP equipment Detlef 25 Jun 1997

Re: Travel by plane with KAP equipment wim.verbeiren@infoboard. be 23 Jun 1997

No questions asked on Hawaii trip Cris Benton 21 Jun 1997

Re: No questions asked on Hawaii trip Peter Bults 21 Jun 1997

Radio Frequencies Cris Benton 22 Jun 1997

Re: Radio Frequencies coh@i-2000.com (Chuck Henderson) 09 Jul 1997

Re: Radio Frequencies Simon Harbord 27 Jun 1997

Re: Travel by plane with KAP equipment Jan van der Elsen 21 Jun 1997

Re: Travel by plane with KAP equipment Simon Harbord 20 Jun 1997

Re: Travel by plane with KAP equipment Detlef (d.beyer@hermes.de) 20 Jun 1997

Re: Travel by plane with KAP equipment Bob Pebly 20 Jun 1997

line length/strength with flowform16 Detlef (d.beyer@hermes.de) 19 Jun 1997

Re: line length/strength with flowform16 Cris Benton 20 Jun 1997

Re: line length/strength with flowform16 Detlef (d.beyer@hermes.de) 20 Jun 1997

Description of my lines Cris Benton 21 Jun 1997

Nominations sought for KAP Bibliography Cris Benton 02 Jun 1997

Re: Nominations sought for KAP Bibliography Peter Bults 06 Jun 1997

How do you anchor your kite? Cris Benton 31 May 1997

Re: How do you anchor your kite? Peter Bults 06 Jun 1997

Very cheap kite camera rig Patrick Fulton (patrick.fulton@btinternet.com) 31 May 1997

Discussion page maintenance notes Cris Benton 25 May 1997

What's so special about KAP anyway? Simon Harbord 23 May 1997

Re: What's so special about KAP anyway? Simon Harbord 02 Jun 1997

Re: What's so special about KAP anyway? Peter Bults 06 Jun 1997

Re: What's so special about KAP anyway? Cris Benton 31 May 1997
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Flight angle of kite / Picavet Bernhard Malle 12 May 1997

Re: Flight angle of kite / Picavet Peter Bults 12 May 1997

Re: Flight angle of kite / Picavet Cris Benton 14 May 1997

Kite for light winds Jan van der Elsen 11 May 1997

Re: Kite for light winds Han Jonkers 06 Jul 1997

Re: Kite for light winds Peter Bults 22 May 1997

Re: Kite for light winds Bernhard Malle, Germany 02 Jun 1997

KAP from France Francois Demont 07 May 1997

Re: KAP from France MGUETRE@aol.com 06 Jul 1997

Re: KAP from France MGUETRE@aol.com 06 Jul 1997

Re: KAP from France bruno_richard@hp.com 27 May 1997

Any KAPers at Fanoe '97? Bernhard Malle, Germany 07 May 1997

Re: Any KAPers at Fanoe '97? F. Demont 07 May 1997

Re: Any KAPers at Fanoe '97? Bernhard Malle 12 May 1997

Digital Cameras Jan van der Elsen 11 April 1997

Re: Digital Cameras Thomas Bennett 10 May 1997

Re: Digital Cameras Jan van der Elsen 11 May 1997

KAP History Werner Wittemer 10 April 1997

Errant Stratoscoop, advice sought Neil Baker 10 April 1997

Re: Errant Stratoscoop, advice sought Jan van der Elsen 11 April 1997

Re: Errant Stratoscoop, advice sought Simon Harbord 11 April 1997

Re: Errant Stratoscoop, advice sought Bob Pebly (pebly@ibm.net) 10 April 1997

Dampening servo movement Bob Pebly (pebly@ibm.net) 10 April 1997

Re: Dampening servo movement F.Demont 07 May 1997

Re: Dampening servo movement Peter Bults 11 April 1997

Re: Dampening servo movement Simon Harbord 10 April 1997

Rokkaku advice sought Cris Benton (cris@ced.berkeley.edu) 09 April 1997

A tail perhaps Bob Pebly 10 April 1997

Re: Rokkaku advice sought Werner Wittemer 10 April 1997

KAP discussion pages Bob Pebly (pebly@ibm.net) 09 April 1997

Accurate positioning of rig Simon Harbord 08 April 1997

Triangulation as an approach Chuck Henderson (coh@i-2000.com) 11 May 1997

Re: Triangulation as an approach David Hunt 12 May 1997
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Re: Triangulation as an approach Simon Harbord 12 May 1997

Re: Accurate positioning of rig David Hunt 12 May 1997

Re: Accurate positioning of rig Peter Bults 12 May 1997

Re: Accurate positioning of rig Simon Harbord 13 May 1997

Re: Accurate positioning of rig Cris Benton 09 April 1997

Thanks from Sheffield Paul Waterhouse 08 April 1997

Information on Sutton Flowform in UK John Hewett 08 April 1997

Advice sought by archaeologist James Russell 08 April 1997

Re: Advice sought by archaeologist Peter Bults 11 April 1997

Permission to use image Shiela Slavin 08 April 1997

Re: Permission to use image Cris Benton 08 April 1997

Magazine KAP sources? Scott M. Petty 08 April 1997

Re: Magazine KAP sources? skyform@ix.netcom.com 09 Jun 1997

Re: Magazine KAP sources? Cris Benton 08 April 1997

Re: Magazine KAP sources? David Hunt 10 April 1997

Kite Capabilities Chris Ford 08 April 1997

Re: Chris Ford Thomas Bennett (skyform@ix.netcom.com) 21 Jun 1997

KAP Discussion Inaugurated Cris Benton 08 April 1997

Function test Cris Benton 28 Jul 1997

Re: Function test Cris 9/2/98

Re: Function test Jan van der Elsen 30 Jul 1997

yet another check C. Benton 8/13/99

Re: Function test benton 8/6/99

Re: Function test C. Benton 11 Aug 1997

Re: Function test still working 4/25/98

Re: Function test Cris Benton 8/13/98

Re: Function test Robert Flemming 12/10/98
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2 channel RC changed to 8 channel RC
From: Rob van Gils
Date: 10/28/99
Time: 1:30:10 PM
Remote Name: 195.121.158.47

Comments

i want to change my 2 channel ROBBE RC set into 8 channels. This is how I think it is possible: take out
potmeter(1) so that you can turn it al the way. place 8 switchs around servo (1) 4 bottom, 4 top. place
sevo (2) on weel of servo (1) now you can select with potmeter (1) the channel to switch. and with
potm.(2)you can opperate the switches. Up for switch 1.3.5.7. down for switch 2.4.6.8 affter itch switch
there can be a servo, e motor,contact. functions can by: tilt,pan,take picture,off, pointer light,video,...... is
simmulair change done before? best regards Rob van Gils,The Netherlands. E-mail rvg22@freemail.nl
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Re: 2 channel RC changed to 8 channel RC
From: David Hunt
Date: 10/29/99
Time: 12:55:42 AM
Remote Name: 206.105.203.247

Comments

Christian Becot of France had an article in the aerial eye (vol.3 no.1) where he talked about a KAP rig
that he saw at a kite shop on the island of Hoedic of the coast of France. It used two channels to perform
3 functions. One servo operated an arm that swept over a electrical contact board and switched the signal
of the second channel between two other servos one for pan and the other for tilt. On the other end of the
contact board the arm closed a circuit that cause the camera to be fired electrically. Christian mentions
that this concept could be expanded to make more complex systems. He does warn in his article to switch
either the positive or the negative leads from the servos but not the control lead.

David Hunt
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Re: 2 channel RC changed to 8 channel RC
From: Simon Harbord
Date: 10/29/99
Time: 8:57:37 AM
Remote Name: 57.231.152.250

Comments

I built a system using these principle back in mid 80's, if you want more details and circuit diagrams
follow this link to the pages Cris posted on this website for me a couple of years ago. The concept works
well, and I intend updating the approach this winter on a much lighter rig.

see what you think: http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/shrig.html

Simon
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Blackline
From: Rob van Gils
Date: 10/28/99
Time: 1:01:09 PM
Remote Name: 195.121.158.45

Comments

i dont like it the white line on pictures wen its taken aganst the wind. black line is almost invisible in the
picture. were can I purchase black nylon line 150 kg tested. or is it posible to dye safely a white nylon
line.
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Re: Blackline
From: David Hunt
Date: 10/29/99
Time: 1:11:25 AM
Remote Name: 206.105.203.247

Comments

If you use the search feature of this discussion page and use the two words; "Black Dacron" you'll get
three hits. The URL that Cris gives in one of these post for the Laserpro company is no longer valid
although the company is still around .

There is one retailer online who sells black Dacron. Gone With the Wind http://www.gwtw-kites.com/

David Hunt
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Post your article here.  If you plan to write something lengthy it is often easier to compose in
a word processor and then copy it over with the clipboard.

Note: Sometimes the server takes awhile to respond to your post.  Please do not resubmit
unless five minutes has elapsed. Thanks.

Subject:

From:

Comments:
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nylon 135 kg tested = 60kg tested after 1day ?
From: Rob van Gils
Date: 10/28/99
Time: 12:50:47 PM
Remote Name: 195.121.158.45

Comments

After 1 day of kiting i tested my 135 kg tested nylon it snapt < 80 kg (mine one wight)in de middle of the
line!

Wy? stored onder high tension on spool? contact with seewater or sand ? wrong test methode ? cheap
nylon ? or I am a elefant?
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Re: nylon 135 kg tested = 60kg tested after 1day ?
From: Thomas Bennett
Date: 10/29/99
Time: 6:12:36 PM
Remote Name: 206.230.125.134

Comments

How was the wind blowing when your line broke? Did you have a sudden gust? I saw a guy at Dayton
this year have a kite get away when a gust came up. The fact that your line broke in the middle could be a
clue.

I don't know how to test line but I wish I knew how it was done.

Thomas
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Experience building Amerecan flowform.
From: Rob van Gils
Date: 10/26/99
Time: 7:26:53 AM
Remote Name: 195.121.158.171

Comments

Is the plan of mr. prinzler at http://members.aol.com/hprinzler/am_fform.gif good for KAP 1300 gram
rig? Is it deficult to build? How dus it perform?
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Re: Experience building Amerecan flowform.
From: MJAndrew@BlueCircle.co.uk
Date: 11/4/99
Time: 4:01:33 AM
Remote Name: 195.152.154.6

Comments

I built the flowform several years ago, it was very easy to build,you have got to be carefull that the wind
does not pick up while it is air borne, because it takes some pulling down, i have had a set of fishing
scales attached on the line and have had, on several occasions had a pull well in excess of 50 lbs. send
me an e-mail and i will send you a photo. Regards from the middle of England...... Malcolm Andrew.
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Perfect plan Sanjo Rokkaku for KAP
From: Rob van Gils
Date: 10/14/99
Time: 8:54:52 AM
Remote Name: 195.121.157.33

Comments

After building me first 2 meter rok, its not as steady as i like, and hangs to the left in high winds, also a
need allot of wind to lift this big camera. Brave and full off hope I trusted me camera to the sky, and….
made sum perfect picture's with me Nikon 801s +28 mm lens. But now I need a kite that’s nailed to the
sky in lower winds.

so I ask me self, What is the perfect plan for a 1300 gram camera/rig, for winds of 2 to 5 beaufort ?

after surfing the web, and sum calculations …..

Ripstop nylon (brand?) 10 mm carbon spine 8 mm carbon (or fiber?) bow 6 (or 7) point bridle 135 (or
200?) kg tested nylon line.

plan 1 260 cm x 200cm 40cm upper point 40cm lower point

plan 2 250 cm x 200 cm 52 cm upper point 52cm lower point

plan 3 260 cm x 146 cm 37 cm upper point 44 cm lower point

Please help me out ,,,

This webside is like, “feeling the wind going through ya hair”

(sorry for me bad English)

Rob van Gils rvg22@freemail.nl The Netherlands
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Re: Perfect plan Sanjo Rokkaku for KAP
From: Hans Wiebosch
Date: 10/27/99
Time: 7:33:43 PM
Remote Name: 195.121.135.28

Comments

Hallo Rob,

If you are looking for a decent kite for KAP, visit my homepage at http://users.capitolonline.nl/nlco8227
I have had the best results with a large Delta kite. Regards, Hans Wiebosch, NL.
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Re: Perfect plan Sanjo Rokkaku for KAP
From: Hans Wiebosch
Date: 10/27/99
Time: 7:38:59 PM
Remote Name: 195.121.135.28

Comments

Rob,

Sorry for the typing error, this is the proper adress : http://users.capitolonline.nl/~nlco8227
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Re: Perfect plan Sanjo Rokkaku for KAP
From: Brooks Leffler
Date: 10/24/99
Time: 12:13:22 PM
Remote Name: 216.200.48.157

Comments

Ralf Beutnagel's Dopero (a double-wide Roller) is the best kite I've found for light air. Plans are in aerial
eye 1.3 and the Maxi Dopero (same but larger) is in 3.3.
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Re: Perfect plan Sanjo Rokkaku for KAP
From: Rob van Gils
Date: 10/26/99
Time: 6:57:54 AM
Remote Name: 195.121.158.171

Comments

Thanks for your reaction Brooks, I dont have the Aereal Eye , but I found the plan at,
http://home.t-online.de/home/Hilmar.Rilling/frame.htm Were can I get the “Aeral Eye” issuses your
mention ?
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Re: Perfect plan Sanjo Rokkaku for KAP
From: Brooks Leffler
Date: 10/26/99
Time: 4:19:22 PM
Remote Name: 216.200.48.234

Comments

You can get all back issues of Aerial Eye from me at $5.50 each, including airmail. Send Visa or
MasterCard number split into two messages to me at kyteman@redshift.com. Or mail it to me in an
international postal money order made payable to American Kitefliers Association, to Post Offic Box 34,
Pacific Grove, CA 93950-0034. NOTE: I have tried to respond to your earlier email and keep getting
messages saying the server refuses it! Thanks, Cris, for the use of this channel!
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Re: Perfect plan Sanjo Rokkaku for KAP
From: Rob v
Date: 10/26/99
Time: 6:11:56 AM
Remote Name: 195.121.158.171

Comments
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Ricoh 35R
From: Eis-Winter@t-online.de
Date: 10/12/99
Time: 2:59:26 PM
Remote Name: 62.158.200.205

Comments

Has anyone experience with the new compact camera Ricoh 35R ? I own a product information sheet,
but in germany this camera is not available. It is the first low price compact camera with aperture
property, hot shoe and cable release socket. Perfect for our hobby!!!
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Re: Ricoh 35R
From: David Hunt
Date: 10/18/99
Time: 4:03:55 AM
Remote Name: 206.105.203.150

Comments

I was unable to find this model on Ricoh's web site USA or European models. Do you have more
information?

David Hunt
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Re: Ricoh 35R
From: Denis Van der Staey (denis.van.der.staey@verz.kbc.be)
Date: 10/20/99
Time: 12:05:07 AM
Remote Name: 62.112.2.197

Comments

A Ricoh 35R information sheet can be found at http://www.ricoh-europe.com/product/cam/core.htm .
Select the '35R' from the '35mm' list.

One comment : I suppose the shortest exposure time is 1/500sec, not 1/5000 ...
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Re: Ricoh 35R
From: Eis-Winter@t-online.de
Date: 10/23/99
Time: 10:15:56 AM
Remote Name: 193.158.169.27

Comments

Yes, the shortest exposure time is 1/500 sec. I own an original english written information paper. I would
like to know, if there is someone who has experience with this camera. Is the camera as good as told by
Ricoh ? Is the camera as useful for our hobby as I think it is ? The camera is something unique on world
market and can perhaps be bought only in Hongkong.
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Re: Ricoh 35R
From: Richard Amirault, ramirault@erols.com
Date: 10/28/99
Time: 8:00:13 PM
Remote Name: 209.122.231.105

Comments

I don't understand....it seems like the camera is either fully auto, or apature priority ... what we really
need is *shutter* priority.

Or am I missing something here? (in the meantime, I getting *excellent* results with my Olympus Stylus
Epic!)
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Re: Ricoh 35R
From: Eis-Winter@t-online.de
Date: 10/29/99
Time: 11:56:55 AM
Remote Name: 62.158.200.88

Comments

You can open the aperture to maximum and the camera selects the correct shutter speed. The
consequence is, that the shutter speed is always the shortest possible and that is, what we need.

Greetings Thomas
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Re: Ricoh 35R
From: Richard Amirault
Date: 10/29/99
Time: 4:51:11 PM
Remote Name: 216.164.248.54

Comments

Well....I suppose that is better than 'full auto' but it is not likley to be 'the shortest possible' all the time
(or else, you may get improperly exposed shots) but, yes, the shutter is likely to be shorter than what you
may get from 'full auto'

It's a 'bass-akwards' way of doing it. If they go to the trouble of giving another mode (over full auto)
*why* not give us both options (shutter and/or apature) instead of only one?
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My Kap Site
From: Pete Mikula
Date: 10/10/99
Time: 7:51:53 AM
Remote Name: 209.57.26.2

Comments

Please check out my KAP site and let me know your comments.
http://homepages.msn.com/CorporateWay/peteedj1/ Regards, Pete Mikula
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Re: My Kap Site
From: Thomas Bennett
Date: 10/10/99
Time: 6:30:15 PM
Remote Name: 206.230.125.11

Comments

I liked your site very much. The Wildwood photos were excellent. I hope the photos I took at Muncie
were half that good.

Thomas
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picavet pullies?
From: Ernie Fosselius
Date: 10/3/99
Time: 9:33:31 PM
Remote Name: 209.249.5.222

Comments

Greetings,

I am a complete novice at KAP. In fact, everything I know thus far about the subject I learned from this
forum, and the linked websites. Thanks for all the great information.

I got my first blurred photos back today - of my shoes, my left nostril, clouds, some sort of UFO, my kite
string, my finger, someone's roof... and one incredible shot of people casting long, abstract shaped
shadows across a lawn. Of course I'm now completely hooked! I have been using a pendulum rig but
want to try the picavet.

My question: Is there a more readily available substitute for the elusive miniature r/c sailboat pullies
recommended for picavet construction?

Thanks again, Ernie Fosselius
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Re: picavet pullies?
From: trudy wohlleben
Date: 10/21/99
Time: 9:10:45 AM
Remote Name: 129.128.66.52

Comments

I found some really nice little pulleys at Home Depot (don't know the American equivalent ... one of
those large warehouse hardware stores). I have a second picavet platform which just uses tiny key-chain
sized carabiners instead of pulleys and this works pretty good too (you can buy them at REI or most
outdoor stores). But the pulleys are definitely smoother, and I always get nice clear photos with that rig.

Trudy.

Trudy.
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Re: picavet pullies?
From: Brooks Leffler
Date: 10/24/99
Time: 12:00:12 PM
Remote Name: 216.200.48.157

Comments

The original PeKaBe model sailboat blocks are now being marketed by Worth Marine in Marblehead,
MA; web address is (duh) Worthmarine.com. I also have them for sale -- single blocks only, 4 for $40
ppd.
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Re: picavet pullies?
From: David Hunt
Date: 10/4/99
Time: 2:41:58 PM
Remote Name: 206.105.203.145

Comments

I've used a picavet system without any pulleys. I used bolt eyes on the ends of the picavet cross and small
chromed rings of about 1/2inch at the line attach points. The rings were connected to snap swivels which
were attached to quicktrees (see dicussion below). The quicktrees are then attached to the kite line in the
field. If you keep the picavet lines untwisted this arrangement works very well of course I'm sure that
good pulleys work even better.

David Hunt
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picavet pullies?
From: Ernie Fosselius
Date: 10/3/99
Time: 9:32:47 PM
Remote Name: 209.249.5.222

Comments

Greetings,

I am a complete novice at KAP. In fact, everything I know thus far about the subject I learned from this
forum, and the linked websites. Thanks for all the great information.

I got my first blurred photos back today - of my shoes, my left nostril, clouds, some sort of UFO, my kite
string, my finger, someone's roof... and one incredible shot of people casting long, abstract shaped
shadows across a lawn. Of course I'm now completely hooked! I have been using a pendulum rig but
want to try the picavet.

My question: Is there a more readily available substitute for the elusive miniature r/c sailboat pullies
recommended for picavet construction?

Thanks again, Ernie Fosselius
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KAP RIGS
From: Francois Newman
Date: 10/1/99
Time: 8:34:05 AM
Remote Name: 12.79.2.45

Comments

Hi I was wonderring if anyone might have a rig that they might want to get rid of seeing as I am really
getting into this sport and I would like to know as much as possible about the hobby, the rig does not
have to be for any specific camera seeing as I will purchase the camera to fit the rig. If anyone can shed
some light I would really appreciate it, thank you very much,Francois
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KAP RIGS
From: Francois Newman
Date: 10/1/99
Time: 8:33:22 AM
Remote Name: 12.79.2.45

Comments

Hi I was wonderring if anyone might have a rig that they might want to get rid of seeing as I am really
getting into this sport and I would like to know as much as possible about the hobby, the rig does not
have to be for any specific camera seeing as I will purchase the camera to fit the rig. If anyone can shed
some light I would really appreciate it, thank you very much,Francois
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NiMH Batteries (was Please Help)
From: Brooks Leffler
Date: 9/30/99
Time: 12:15:35 PM
Remote Name: 216.200.48.20

Comments

Sorry I'm so late to jump in, but after fighting every other kind of digicam battery I called Nikon and
though they sell others themselves for lots of money, the tech I talked to pointed me to a site that has
$2.30 AA NiMH cells as well as several other sizes for best prices. Here tis:
http://thomas-distributing.com/batteries.htm KAPdigipix are coming!
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photo par cerf volant
From: www.jeuxvideo.com
Date: 9/30/99
Time: 2:45:50 AM
Remote Name: 194.199.33.2

Comments

we are a classroom in france and we want any information to your photographic system
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photo par cerf volant
From: france
Date: 9/30/99
Time: 2:45:08 AM
Remote Name: 194.199.33.2

Comments

we are a classroom in france and we want any information to your photographic system
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Re: photo par cerf volant
From: trudy wohlleben
Date: 11/1/99
Time: 4:13:30 PM
Remote Name: 129.128.66.52

Comments

J'aimerais vous aider ... ecrivez moi a tmw2@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca avec vos questions. :-)

Trudy.
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photo par cerf volant
From: france
Date: 9/30/99
Time: 2:43:50 AM
Remote Name: 194.199.33.2

Comments

we are a classroom in france and we want any information to your photographic system
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Safety & Radio Frequencies
From: Cris Benton
Date: 9/27/99
Time: 2:53:44 PM
Remote Name: 128.32.181.181

Comments

Hi Folks,

I'm posted a recent exchange of e-mails regarding the use of model aircraft frequencies for KAP
purposes. This is a serious issue and I hope we will be able to resolve some of the AMA's concern. In the
meantime I'd love to know what you think. Does anyone have radio interference anecdotes to share?
What advice can you give from other countries?

My plan is to update the KAP Safety Page after getting Steve's suggestions.

--------------------------------

Dear Mr. Benton:

I'm the Technical Director for the Academy of Model Aeronautics. You may or may not have heard of
our organization. However we are the organization responsible for model aviation in the United States.
The AKA is also holding its national convention at our site in about a week.

I was directed to your website by a member of our Executive Council (board of directors). We have,
since early this year been concerned of reports we have received of kite flyers operating cameras using
radio control systems on frequencies designated for model aircraft use only.

I'm coping a letter I sent to Roger Chewning the editor of AKA's Magazine below. Hopefully this will
explain our concerns more clearly. We would appreciate any help you can render in making sure kite
flyers participating in "KAP" are informed so that we may all co-exist with no safety related problems.

Sincerely,

Safety & Radio Frequencies
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Steve Kaluf Technical Director

--------------------------------------------------

Mr. Roger Chewning 232 West Trenton Ave Morrisville PA 19067

Dear Mr. Chewning:

I heard recently from an AKA member that was using radio control to direct a camera attached to a kite.
His concern was what frequency he should be utilizing to operate the camera. I consulted with the
chairman of our frequency committee and reviewed the CFR's (Code of Federal Regulations) myself. It
was our recommendation to this member that the radio be operated on 49 MHz or 27 MHz.

As you probably know 72 MHz in the RC band is reserved for the control of aircraft, and 75 MHz in the
RC band is reserved for the control of surface vehicles. In our judgment a camera lofted by a kite falls
into neither one of these categories. Use of either 72 MHz or 75 MHz by kite flyers can also create a
safety hazard for those operating model aircraft or surface vehicles within about three miles of someone
operating a kite based camera on either of these bands. This can and will cause loss of control which can
result in property damage or loss of life.

We would appreciate your assistance is getting this information out to your membership. I'm sure they all
read your fine publication. This will help head off a dangerous situation. You may also want to consult
CFR Title 47, Part 95 or contact the FCC yourselves. If you require any further information from us feel
free to contact me. I look forward to meeting you and hosting your Annual Convention on our site this
fall.

Sincerely,

Steve Kaluf Technical Director

-----------------------------------------------

Steve,

Thanks for the note. I would be delighted to help in any way that I can. I am a former R/C slope
enthusiast and am familiar with the AMA. In my ten years of sailplane flying I took uncounted radio
"hits" (or at least momentary glitches that might have been hits) and I lost one plane to what I think was
interference. It is a serious issue.

I do indeed run a hobbyist's WWW site regarding kite aerial photography (KAP). The worldwide
population of folks involved in this pursuit seems to be around 100 with the majority operating out of the
country. I would characterize the group as proactive concerning safety and the frequency question is
certainly one of the issues discussed. Let's work something out and post what guidance we can.

My quick thoughts on what we might do:

1. A year or two ago I posted a section on the site regarding KAP safety. The frequency issue appears as
one of the topics. I would welcome any editorial comment on that section and would be delighted to post
same.

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/safety2.html

Safety & Radio Frequencies
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2. You can post comments yourself to our discussion group:

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/

There, incidentally, you will find a thread of discussion regarding frequencies begun by David Hunt, the
photographer who prompted Thomas Bennett to contact you seeking frequency information

2. It would be helpful to post definitive language for the definition of "model aircraft" and its basis. I
wish on occasion that the FCC language were clearer. The closest definition I have found is a "very small
imitation of an aircraft" without a specification of what an aircraft might be.

3. I often see the recommendation that we use ground frequencies for kite aerial photography but this
leaves me uncomfortable as well. I've never recommended frequences on my site, in part because of its
international audience but perhaps it is time, with your guidance, to do so.

I have wondered if I should point more strenuously on my site to the lower (~27MHz) frequencies as the
defined uses for this range seem more open-ended. I just looked back at the discussion group postings
and see (from a posting by Thomas Bennett) that this was your recommendation too! Who uses these
frequencies now? It seems like this may be the ideal solution unless the frequencies are somehow
impacted by other widespread use.

Sec. 95.207 (R/C Rule 7)

(1) The following channels may be used to operate any kind of device {any object or apparatus, except
an R/C transmitter), including a model aircraft device (any small imitation of an aircraft) or a model
surface craft device (any small imitation of a boat, car or vehicle for carrying people or objects, except
aircraft): 26.995, 27.045, 27.095, 27.145, 27.195 and 27.255 MHz.

Would you like to post instructions describing how to swap crystals? Sources for conversion crystals?
The more we can make it seem simple and fun the more likely folks will do it.

4. Examples can provide powerful incentive. You mentioned you've "been concerned of reports we have
received of kite flyers operating cameras using radio control systems on frequencies designated for
model aircraft use only." Have there been problematic incidents?

I'm about to go to Indonesia and will be back October 12th. Perhaps we could talk then and develop a
plan?

Cheers,

Cris Benton
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A little information on 27 MHz frequencies
From: Cris Benton
Date: 10/28/99
Time: 12:29:19 PM
Remote Name: 128.32.181.181

Comments

I asked Steve Kaluf for more information on the 27 MHz frequency option and he sent the following via
e-mail:

"Most radio all manufacturers produce radios on 27 MHz , these are car/boat radio in two or three
channels typically. You will not be able to find a microprocessor controlled transmitter on 27 MHz.

One big advantage is that we know the 27 MHz band is legal.

The only disadvantage to 27 MHz is that it can be a little more prone to interference since it is a more
open band than 72 or 75 MHz. However one advantage is that it has a little less range than the other two
bands. I'm sure that sounds strange, but what I mean is that it has more than enough range for your use, in
fact two or three times the range that you would ever use. But the slightly reduced range also means that
others using the same frequency would have to be closer to cause interference to you. Radio systems in
this category are very inexpensive and typically use dry cell batteries as opposed to NiCds. This also
keeps the overall cost down. Dry cells should be ideal for your use, since servo speed is not of a real
concern (they still move quite fast), and dry cells tend to last for a long time, and are easily replaced in
the field. My son runs a gas powered car with dry cells and the batteries last several hours before they
must be replaced."
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Re: Safety & Radio Frequencies
From: Richard Amirault, ramirault@erols.com
Date: 10/2/99
Time: 3:29:43 PM
Remote Name: 207.172.102.175

Comments

Something like this was bound to happen sooner or later. Among the other 'non-conventional' (ie. not
clearly model aircraft or boats or cars) is the movie industry who radio control mechanical
people/monsters/whatever.

I really don't know what the answer is. Are kites "aircraft"??? After all, they are mentioned in the FAA
regs, aren't they? But somehow, I think it would be a stretch to consider them such.

The amount of radios, and the *quailty* of radios available for 27Mhz is abysmial. Converting existing
radios to that band is not practical.

I solved the problem (for myself) by using a 50Mhz rig. This is a HAM RADIO freq, and you *must*
have a ham radio licence to use it. However, there are very good radios available (I use a 6 channel
Futaba) and this freq is *not* restricted to aircraft *or* ground models. There are some regular RC folks
who use 50Mhz but very few, and the chance of interference is greatly reduced. (however, you do have a
problem if you want to sell your radio, but that is another topic)

In the U.S.A. a Technican class license is all you would need. It does *not* require a morse code test,
only a written exam. If you can program a VCR it shouldn't be too hard to study and pass this test. All
the possible questions are published in study guides.

Richard N1JDU ramirault@erols.com
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Re: Safety & Radio Frequencies
From: Brooks Leffler
Date: 10/1/99
Time: 6:11:58 PM
Remote Name: 216.200.48.55

Comments

Cris asked in his post, regarding 27mHz, "who uses these frequencies?" Alas, CB and pagers do. The
channel separation is only 10 mHz between the 6 (countem) 6 R/C channels and the adjacent CB
channels. So far, I've found just a couple of FM xmtrs on 27 mHz, all for cars and all over $200. Bottom
of the line AM seems to be the rule. There is one 3-channel/1 joystick rig by HiTech which I have
ordered and will try at Muncie. I too talked with Kaluf and he raised no issue of fees to KAP at Muncie,
only the frequency issue. What do you say we don't ask this time, OK Thomas? AKA has hired the
facility for the convention, and there will be no planers there.
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Re: Safety & Radio Frequencies
From: David Hunt
Date: 9/28/99
Time: 9:49:40 PM
Remote Name: 206.105.203.168

Comments

I dropped by my local hobby shop today and talked with the owner about converting 72 MHz to 27 or 49
and he also confirmed that this would not be possible without major modifications to the system. He also
left the impression that there is not alot of equipment made in these frequency ranges.

I went to http://www.hobbies.net/futaba/ and looked at what Futaba had to offer. The following units are
offered: 3UPC Available on 27 & 75 MHz for use with both car and boat. The Tx looks like an aircraft
Tx but the web page doesn't mention the number of channels that it supports. The Magnum 3PJ is a 3
channel pistol grip Tx offered in 27 & 75 MHz.

There were several of the units that did not have the frequency bands listed, but many of these were small
two channel pistol grip units for R/C cars. The larger units were probably 50 & 72 MHz aircraft Tx's.
Glancing through some of the Hitec and Airtronics offerings it appears the largest 27 MHz equipment
handles 3 channels max.

David Hunt
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Re: Safety & Radio Frequencies
From: Thomas Bennett
Date: 9/27/99
Time: 5:15:15 PM
Remote Name: 206.230.125.72

Comments

I contacted Mr. Kaluf last winter about the frequency concern. I posted the answers to my questions on
this forum and on my website (now located at: )

http://members.spree.com/sip1/tbkp/

The AKA Convention this year will be held at the AMA grounds near Muncie, IN the first week of
October. One thing that was not mentioned by Steve is that to use ANY radio control equipment at their
facility (and at any AMA sanctioned field) you MUST be a member of the AMA ($48/year). Unless they
are making an exception and I really don't think that is likely.

Just before I went to Dayton I got my rig set up with a Hitec 3-channel set, then due to the wind I didn't
get to use it :(

Thomas

 

[ Home Page | Background | Equipment | Gallery | Maps | Discussion | Others | What's New ]

Re: Safety & Radio Frequencies

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_kapdiscuss/00000286.htm (1 of 2) [11/7/1999 6:06:37 PM]

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/kapdiscuss_post.htm
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/kapdiscuss_post.htm?646
http://members.spree.com/sip1/tbkp/
http://www.ced.berkeley.edu/~cris/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html


[ Contents | Search | Post | Reply | Next | Previous | Up ]

Re: Safety & Radio Frequencies
From: Cris Benton
Date: 9/27/99
Time: 6:09:19 PM
Remote Name: 128.32.181.181

Comments

Ah there's the rub.

In looking at your page Thomas, I see that the electronics work involved in changing frequencies would
be more extensive than changing the crystals. Drat.
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Helicopter/Kite comparison question
From: Christopher Mann
Date: 9/25/99
Time: 7:45:57 AM
Remote Name: 209.95.25.14

Comments

I am an architectural photographer that wants to add aerial photography to my "menu" os services. I like
what I see here on Mr. Benton's web page (and others). But I need to confirm one thing before I commit
to this solution:

I want to know the pros and cons of using a kite as a platform for my camera as opposed to one of those
$2000 model Helicopters that can be rigged to hold a camera. Please confirm, discredit, or add to the
following assumptions that I have come up with:

Downside of Helicopter: 1. expense 2. needs one person to fly, one person to shoot 3. somehow seems
riskier 4. not as elegant of a solution as a kite

upside with helicopter 1. control, control, control over what you are doing and getting (with onboard
video assist). 2. doesn't require wind

downside of kite 1. need wind 2. not nearly as much control, might take more time and not as
predictable, even with video assist. 3. can't fly in tight areas that don't offer enough room to fly because
of obstacles.

upside of kite: 1. less expensive 2. requires only one person to fly and shoot 3. I do not know why this is,
but I have seen many gorgeous pictures on KAP sites, but I don't ever see ANY good looking photos on
the model helicopter photo websites. This could merely be because the kind of people typically attracted
to Helicopters are left brain, and people attracted to kites are right brain (or something?!?).

Sorry for the long post. Please let me know what you think. Thanks
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Re: Helicopter/Kite comparison question
From: cntrlr@earthlink.net
Date: 10/17/99
Time: 11:33:49 PM
Remote Name: 38.27.198.37

Comments

I own a($3k) heli and fly it regularly. It is a miniature aircraft gas. it and the bergen gas are the best
suited to photo/video as these "60 size" heli's are capable of lifiting 10lbs or so, and you can purchase
rudimentary ready made parts to convert these to servo controlled photo use ($1k -$3k) A gas powered
heli's doesn't smoke anywhere near the amount that the much more common glow powered engine so the
"smoke" problem is not an issue with a gas heli. I recall a web site selling a bergen gas that was
converted with gimabals & servos to control a slr that was going for about $16K. Bergen also custom
makes stuff for hollywood. (search for "bergen machine") As a long time photo buff, respondants are
correct in pointing out r/c heli's are harder to fly than the real thing (and those are damn hard), heli's
vibrate alot, the engineering chalenges required to make a heli a vibration controled camera platform are
significant and costly. As an equally cabaple right and left brain user I can tell you that when I fly my
heli it uses full brain resources as an ultra high level activity. When I contemplate a photograph, I am
quietly walking thru the woods next to a river contemplating beauty of the sun backlighting an autum
leaf, warming the last days before hibernation before fall of a river turtle and visualizing how to capture
these moment in time onto a kodachrome transperancy. I think these two activities may be mutually
exclusive!!

good luck,

J. R. Stevens
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Re: Helicopter/Kite comparison question
From: Martin Hood
Date: 9/28/99
Time: 1:39:05 PM
Remote Name: 194.73.73.68

Comments

Christopher

The reason the standard of KAP photos is higher than model Helicopters, could be to do with the fact that
Helicopters are VERY hard to fly.

It’s said that it’s easier to fly the real thing than to fly a R/C model. As you can’t feel how it’s moving,
you’ve got to recognise it’s movement from a few hundred yards away.

This reduces those who can fly the things to the juggling mono-cyclist types. For them to be good at
photography as well, may be asking to much. It’s not to say there isn’t any of these godlike beings out
there but they must be few and far between.

On the whole, KAP may suit the mere mortals. You’re more likely to get a photographer first and a kite
flier second, than a photographer first and a helicopter pilot second.

Just to go a little off topic, I’m reading up on architectural photography as part of a college course. I’m
planning to writing an essay on the pros and cons of Tilt/Shift lens verse "platform" photography. (that’s
Kites, Balloons, R/C Aircraft, giant mono-pods etc.)

Could you give me some pointers, as a man obviously out standing in his field (pun intended).

Many Thanks

Martin Hood Co. Durham U.K mn.hood@BTinternet.com

PS. Even the makers of helicopters didn’t really trust them . . . Why else would they fit Floats, Wheels
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Re: Helicopter/Kite comparison question
From: Christopher Mann
Date: 9/28/99
Time: 8:49:50 PM
Remote Name: 209.95.25.14

Comments

Martin wrote: I’m reading up on architectural photography as part of a college course. I’m planning to
writing an essay on the pros and cons of Tilt/Shift lens verse "platform" photography. (that’s Kites,
Balloons, R/C Aircraft, giant mono-pods etc.) Could you give me some pointers, as a man obviously out
standing in his field (pun intended).

My response: Interesting question because things are changing. I have been using a Sinar View camera
and Nikkor shift lenses for many years now. But there are some excellent software solution to correcting
perspective that make shift lenses obsolete. Photoshop has the ability built in and then there is Floppy
Lens, a shareware utlility.
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Re: Helicopter/Kite comparison question
From: David Hunt
Date: 9/25/99
Time: 8:00:34 PM
Remote Name: 206.105.203.135

Comments

Two more points to consider: 1. I imagine that you will find more concern from owners about flying R/C
helicopters around buildings than flying kites, and rightly so. The practitioners of the hobby would
probably try to disown you for doing something that could potentially bring a bad name upon their
hobby.

2. You would probably find that two people would be necessary to achieve consistant results with video
assist on a KAP rig. Though a few KAPers have done video single handed, as Simon Harbord pointed
out, not may do it on a regular basis because its too much trouble when working alone not to mention the
extra equipment that has to be carried to the field.

David Hunt

P.S. every R/C helicopter flyer I've met said you've got to count on crashing your first chopper so ad
another $500+ for the learning curve.
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Re: Helicopter/Kite comparison question
From: Simon Harbord
Date: 9/25/99
Time: 2:02:13 PM
Remote Name: 195.92.194.42

Comments

Hi Cristopher, The question for me is - do you consider yourself a left brain or right brain architect... I
think you almost answered your own questions really. So much of the capabilities of a system are down
to the preconceptions of the flyer. I'm sure the advantages and disadvantages you state have a lot of truth
in them. "Control control control" is not that important to many KAPpers, I think we prefer (well I do)
serendipity, serendipity, serendipity. Lack of control is almost seen as a positive, a randomising agent.
Video assist can certainly increase the accuracy of KAP, but as you may know many KAPpers that have
it only use it occasionally.(in a recent survey of KAPpers, of 32 responses, only 5 used video, of those
only one uses it more than 25% of the time) This says so much more about KAPpers than their systems
that I suspect you cannot expect much objectivity from among us. Sort of comment I'd be inclined to
give: helicopters are noisy smelly, dangerous, difficult to fly, technically complex. Kites are warm,
friendly, in tune with nature's rythyms etc.

Wouldn't mind a go with the helis though !

If you know yourself well enough, you will make the decision that works for you. I suspect the emphasis
on control in your note(repeated 3 times !!!)and the numerically sorted lists of advantages and
disadvantges means that you'll be going for one of those smelly dangerous nasty buzzing helicopters?

If not and you think kites might be the way, then prepare to be frustrated, delighted, and generally
KAPtivated. You may end up with some "different" architectural shots. You only have to look at Cris's
site here to see what architects and KAP can do.

good luck Simon Harbord

"kites.... kites.... kites"
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Re: Helicopter/Kite comparison question
From: Christopher Mann
Date: 9/25/99
Time: 7:44:15 PM
Remote Name: 209.95.25.14

Comments

Thank you for your answer. I laughed when you used the word Serendipity, because I use that word often
when I explain to people that serendipity is a blessing and should be cherished in life AND in
photographs. The reason that control is often more important to me than it is to most KAPers, is because
I am a professional, commercial photographer that does a lot of work for architects, hotels, developers
and the like. And I am expected to deliver good results and deliver them on schedule. If it was just for
hobby or for arts sake, I would definitely choose the Kite and NOT the helicopter.

What I didn't tell you, is that this is to capture images for use with that amazing software called Canoma,
that allows you to do interactive multimedia fly arounds on the web and with CD-ROMs.

But the most important part of my question still goes un answered: Having visited numerous KAP sites
and numerous model Helicopter based photo sites, I have noticed that the quality of photographs on the
KAP sites is much better and wonder if there is some reason that I have not thought of. The photos don't
seem to be as sharp or clear or have the same contrast. It might just be because my sampling is anecdotal
and not a broad enough representation of actual results that available. But I thought that there might be
some obvious answer that I am not aware of. So I am just checking. Anyone else have an idea on this?
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Re: Helicopter/Kite comparison question
From: David Hunt
Date: 9/25/99
Time: 8:14:07 PM
Remote Name: 206.105.203.135

Comments

One factor that may be a problem with choppers is vibration. You'll notice on Chris' site that most
KAPers attach vibration dampers to the kite line above and below the picavet attachment points. When
using helicopters as camera platforms for hollywood movies, special camera mounts have to be used to
eliminate vibration. If you watch the credits for movies that used helicopters as camera platforms they
often mention the brand and/or the supplier of the special mounting equipment.
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Re: Helicopter/Kite comparison question
From: Christopher Mann
Date: 9/28/99
Time: 9:04:40 PM
Remote Name: 209.95.25.14

Comments

David wrote: One factor that may be a problem with choppers is vibration. my repliy: I have found a
company that makes a chopper with lots of vibration dampening built in to accomodate still photography.
I recently discovered that the smoke produced by these RC Helicopters is necessary because they need to
run the fuel mixture very rich to keep the engine from overheating. Seems the RC Helicopters' engines
have a real problem with overheating compared with RC Airplanes.

I want to thank everyone for responding. I didn't mean to take the discussion away from KAP.

I think I have concluded that I will try KAP before I try the Helicopter route. I realize that most of you do
not like video assist, but I need to know whether or not I have "got the shot" before I Pack it in for the
day, since I am actually thinking about doing commercial "fly bys" with Canoma software for some of
my commercial clients. thanks again to all.
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Re: Helicopter/Kite comparison question
From: Willamette
Date: 9/29/99
Time: 3:42:38 PM
Remote Name: 38.158.169.130

Comments

I would like to suggest you try both. Try the KAP to start, then purchase a flight simulator program to
begin learning to fly an R/C helicopter. The simulator provides a safer method of learning helicopter
flight and it is quite common to fly the real helicopter without incident after mastering flight on your PC.

Something to consider if you were unaware of that option.

Enjoy whichever you choose as both are a lot of fun

Will
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More lift from a Cody
From: Thomas Bennett
Date: 9/21/99
Time: 8:59:42 PM
Remote Name: 206.230.125.163

Comments

A few months ago I bought a Cody kite. In spite of what some people have told me, I have found it to be
relatively easy to adjust (at least so far). With a 6" windsock it can be a good flyer.

My question about Codys is: Can you increase the lift of a Cody by putting a piece of fabric across the
top like you can put a piece across the opening on a delta-conyne?

Thomas
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Info on Large Delta Conynes
From: Cris benton
Date: 9/19/99
Time: 7:33:23 PM
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

Seems like I have gone through a spate of sessions in which my trusty Sutton Flowforms left me just
short of sufficient camera lift. I hate it when that happens. Does anyone have exerience with the larger
delta conynes as a light wind lifter? I've been pondering the purchase of a Sun Oaks 13.5 foot model with
the idea of reframing it in carbon or perhaps commissioning a local kitemaker.

Any and all insights appreciated.

Cheers,

Cris
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Re: Info on Large Delta Conynes
From: Kevin Flynn
Date: 9/21/99
Time: 10:56:51 AM
Remote Name: 207.204.197.75

Comments

Dear Cris As you know I live down the coast from you in Monterey so I guess our wind problem is alike
I have been a devoted Sutton 30 fan since Brooks turned me on to them, but when the wind is low it will
not lift my Canon rig very well so I took the plunge and purchased a Devotion to Motion 14 ft DC and
with a 25 ft fuzzy tail a small drogue plus the 3.lb Canon rig it flys wonderful the angle of flight is much
steeper than the Sutton. It scared me at first but when you overcome this you will find it Excllent,if it
drifts overhead I just wind it in a little and it seems to fly back into the wind, you are welcome to try
mine if you are in this location any time, Cheers Kevin
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Re: Info on Large Delta Conynes
From: Henry Jebe
Date: 9/19/99
Time: 8:51:16 PM
Remote Name: 208.151.108.46

Comments

My experience with larger DC's is with a Devotion to Motion 14 footer. As long as the wind remains
fairly constant everything is OK, it gets a little hairy when the wind nearly stops altogether, but the kite
thermals. At times it flies straight overhead and sometimes beyond. If you can walk with the kite to stay
ahead of it, it's not a problem. If you have nowhere to walk to, you become concerned about the safety of
your camera, I have had some close calls in that area a couple of times. DC's are good lifters though and I
really like their ability to glide through dead air patches.

Lofty views, Henry
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Thanks Henry, thermals
From: Cris Benton
Date: 9/20/99
Time: 2:03:34 PM
Remote Name: 128.32.181.181

Comments

Thanks Henry,

I guess it makes sense that the DCs would thermal too. My large Rok does this and it drives me nuts.
There you are looking at your kite directly above you and wondering what in the world it is going to do
in this unstable state. The Rok sometimes turns upside down and flies into the ground -- though never
with the camera up. I have also had it do "loops" on serval occasions when the camera was aloft. It
certainly gets your attention when your camera cradle decribes a vertical circle in the air as centrifugal
force throws it to the limit of the Picavet.

What are the outcomes when the DC thermals overhead? Does it ever turn upside down?

Cris
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Re: Thanks Henry, thermals
From: Thomas Bennett
Date: 9/21/99
Time: 8:53:23 PM
Remote Name: 206.230.125.163

Comments

I have never had a DC turn upside down, though they do fly vertical. So do my FlowForms on occasion.

Do you think that Rok's can turn upside down because of their being flat and/or the design of their
bridals?

Has anyone ever seen any other kind turn upside down?

Thomas
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Re: Thanks Henry, thermals
From: Rick Inzero, rdi@cci.com
Date: 9/24/99
Time: 1:18:27 PM
Remote Name: 192.7.1.12

Comments

I've had my Sutton 16 flowform fly vertical as well, it's called "overflying" I think. It happens on days
when the wind is quite "puffy" (short gusts), and strong. It's the puffy nature (not just the strong wind)
that causes this on the FF it seems; the FF has a single center vent at the back that squirts it "forward"
when air is suddenly rammed into the front. It's indeed awe inspiring to have the kite fly *directly* above
you, with the line at 90 degrees. You just have to wait it out and let the wind blow the kite downwind,
trying to keep the slack out of the line as best as you can while waiting. Luckily, I've never had this
happen with the camera on (yet).
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Re: Thanks Henry, thermals
From: Thomas Bennett
Date: 9/25/99
Time: 7:52:04 AM
Remote Name: 206.230.125.148

Comments

Perhaps the weight of the camera prevents an overfly situation. On a day when you are having an overfly
situation you could attach a simple weight and see what happens.

I usually use a 7" diameter windsock for a tail on a 25' V tail line. I do have a flyover once in awhile.

Thomas
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Turning Upside down
From: David Hunt
Date: 9/22/99
Time: 12:13:23 PM
Remote Name: 206.105.207.110

Comments

I've had Roks and my FF16 turn upside down. Neither recovers when this happens

David Hunt
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Re: Turning Upside down
From: Thomas Bennett
Date: 9/23/99
Time: 7:01:57 AM
Remote Name: 206.230.125.144

Comments

I've never had a FlowForm turn upside down but they've wadded up on me once without camera and
once with. The time without camera I actually got the thing to come out of the "wad."

I also had a FlowForm come down on the far side of a row of trees once but I was able to pull it up over
the top.

Thomas
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Re: Turning Upside down
From: Rick Inzero, rdi@cci.com
Date: 9/24/99
Time: 1:07:49 PM
Remote Name: 192.7.1.12

Comments

I too was once able to pull a flowform back from certain death, well certain huge embarassment,
anyway- it had draped over a $250K house's roof, out of my sight. The line was laying on the roof,
running between some metal vents and pipes, and I'm certain the kite was on the far side of the roof too. I
started backpedalling and hauling in line, and miraculously, the wind puffed, it re-inflated, and came up.

To prevent FFs from going upside-down in high wind, use an adequate tail; once I started using a drogue
I eliminated this problem. Drogues are nice in that the stronger the wind, the stronger they pull.
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Re: From Scott Kroeger's Site
From: David Hunt
Date: 9/20/99
Time: 5:37:24 PM
Remote Name: 206.105.203.142

Comments

The Seminole is a very high flyer and likes the wind enough that it will fly ahead of you just to get there
first. The frantic efforts required to regain control of the kite under such circumstances lead to
embarrassment at best. In anything but the slightest steady breeze a tail is necessary. This kite is rock
steady in evening breezes. Lifting power seems on a par with the Sutton 30, though it fares better in lulls,
is more responsive to input from the ground and flys in slightly slower winds. Re-sparring with carbon
rods would probably extend the flying range down another mph or so. Some bridle adjustment is required
to optimize lift for various wind conditions.
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Scott Kroeger's 14' DC
From: David Hunt
Date: 9/20/99
Time: 5:45:22 PM
Remote Name: 206.105.203.142

Comments

Sorry I just cut and pasted that quote and failed to notice it did not mention that the kite was a Sun Oaks
14 foot DC.

David Hunt
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Re: Thanks Henry, thermals
From: David Hunt
Date: 9/20/99
Time: 4:28:55 PM
Remote Name: 206.105.203.142

Comments

I just recently purchased a 9.5ft. DC when it "thermals" it tends to go onto one side or the other until it
catches the wind again and moves back into a down wind position.

From my limited experience it looks like a mechanical means to wind the line in quickly would be very
benificial. When the wind dies the DC pitches forward and begins gliding, I've found that many times I
have not been able to bring the slack in hand-over-hand fast enough to keep up with the DC's decent and
forward motion while in this gliding configuration.

Giving a DC as much slack as you can while in a dive SHOULD cause it to flatten out and begin gliding.

David Hunt
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Re: Thanks Henry, thermals
From: Simon Harbord
Date: 9/21/99
Time: 12:40:14 PM
Remote Name: 195.92.194.44

Comments

Guess I need to pitch in too, My Devotion to motion DC 9ft I tend to use in medium winds, the
thermalling in light winds is fun but annoying for camera lifting, I do get frustrated hauling the rig back
to hand when the wind dies and the nose tips down, but usually the kite lets me get everything back in
time. The aspect that I really love though is hauling it up in totally sheltered locations so it can pick up a
breeze aloft. a couple of tries and its usually up there. My odd discovery though is that a smaller lighter
kite ( a light carbon sparred Dan Leigh delta at 5 foot span) will actually lift the camera better in really
light winds than a bigger kite - sometimes..Easier to ge up there, and finds the wind better?

whatever

Simon
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My aim may be true
From: Caleb Strockbine, caleb@diehlgraphsoft.com
Date: 9/7/99
Time: 6:44:44 PM
Remote Name: 209.125.207.130

Comments

I spent much of the weekend reading this web site and whatever other KAP-related stuff I could find. I
think I'm hooked! Anyway, it's pretty apparent that one of the technical problems often encountered lies
in aiming the camera, or at least knowing where the camera is aimed. A video link to the ground would
help, but it would also add weight, suck up power, and cost a lot. In the rest of this message, I'll suggest a
scheme that may help improve the situation.

The basic idea is this: build enough electronics into the rig to point the camera away from the sun. If the
camera is pointing away from the sun, it's also pointing toward its shadow, and the shadow can be used
as a targetting aid. As the pilot/photographer, you then have only to maneuver the rig such that its
shadow falls on or near your subject and trip the shutter.

Pointing the camera away from the sun should be relatively simple. Sun-seeking gizmos are standard
science fair projects, and pointing the camera away from the sun is as simple as pointing the back of the
camera toward the sun.

CdS cells are photosensitive and produce a voltage when light hits them; the voltage varies according to
the amount of light hitting the cell. If you separate a pair of cells with a (relatively) tall divider, the
divider is likely to cast a shadow on one cell or the other:

| CdS | CdS |

If the sun is to the left of the unit diagrammed above, the cell on the right will be in the divider's shadow
and produce a lower voltage. The shadow diminishes if we rotate the unit toward the sun, and disappears
altogether when the unit is facing the sun. At that point, the CdS cells each produce the same voltage. It
shouldn't be difficult to build a circuit that compares the voltages and drives the camera rig's plan servo
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in one direction or the other.

Now that I've beaten that to death, I'm sure it's obvious that a pair of CdS cells arranged vertically and
another comparator could drive the rig's tilt servo. In fact, we can even save a buck and 3 grams by using
only three CdS cells in this geometry:

| CdS | CdS | ----------- | CdS | |

There's no reason (that I can think of) why the top left cell shouldn't be part of both pairs.

Since you probably don't always want the camera pointed at its shadow, you'll want to build all this into
some sort of one-shot circuit that you can trigger from time to time. (Haven't you just been dying to use
that fourth channel on your r/c transmitter?) Once you get the camera pointed at its shadow, you can then
make adjustments as you wish without interference from the sun seeker.

It would probably be best to set up your rig to use the 'endless rotation' servo mode for the plan servo. In
the 'to and fro' mode, the sun seeker might want to rotate past the servo's stop. With the stop in, that
would be impossible and there'd be conflict in the system.

I hope this makes enough sense that someone will be encouraged to give it a try. I would (and will) do it
myself, but as I say, I'm only two days into this obsession and haven't even gotten hold of a suitable kite
yet. I'll be happy to discuss the electronics to the best of my (limited) ability if there's interest.

Caleb Strockbine caleb@diehlgraphsoft.com
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Re: My aim may be true
From: Richard Amirault,  ramirault@erols.com
Date: 9/11/99
Time: 11:50:38 AM
Remote Name: 216.164.247.114

Comments

Sorry, I don't think that this system is at all pratical. The *theory* may seem to work, but in real life
application, no, there are better ways.

The whole premise is to put the camera between the sun and the subject. Unfortunatly, that may not be
always possible (more often not) because of wind direction, and restrictions on land on *where* you can
fly.

In addition, *finding* the shadow of the camera on the ground would be almost impossible. The only
way I could see it done would be to find the shadow of the kite first, then work from there. Even so, you
would need at least two people. One to fly the kite, the other to find and relay the location of the shadow.
(and the higher the rig, the *harder* it would be to find the shadow)

I use the "educated guess" method to aim my rig. I use the "aiming stick" method. The receiver antenna
is wound around a wooden dowel. This is attached to the frame near the camera so that is sticks out the
*back*. This keeps the antenna away from the lens, and (since I know where the *back* of the camera
is) which direction and angle the front of the camera is pointed.

At higher altitudes a pair of binoculars is needed to see the stick. Not as good as video aiming, but a
*lot* better than nothing at all. And my success rate is quite acceptable (to me)
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Re: My aim may be true
From: Caleb Strockbine
Date: 9/8/99
Time: 7:17:21 AM
Remote Name: 209.125.207.155

Comments

Oops... looks like the diagrams in my previous message were reformatted by the server. I'm sure it's
mostly obvious from the context of the message, but the first diagram should show two CdS cells
arranged in a horizontal line with a vertical divider between them. Although not shown, the divider
should be much taller than the cells, so that it casts a shadow over one of them whenever the assembly
isn't pointed directly at the sun. Likewise, the second diagram should show three cells. The first two are
arranged as in the first diagram, and the third cell is aligned vertically with either of the other two and
separated from it by a horizontal divider.

Cheers,

Caleb.
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What kind of kite do I want?
From: trost-kp@cloud.rain.com
Date: 9/6/99
Time: 9:26:24 AM
Remote Name: 199.2.111.135

Comments

Yeah, I know, it's a stupid (too vague) question. It's been frustrating, though -- I've been surfing various
kite-related web sites, and nowhere have I found a discussion about the flight characteristics of various
sorts of kites. Does anyone know of such a page? Anyone want to write one? (-:
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Re: What kind of kite do I want?
From: Richard Amirault,   ramirault@erols.com
Date: 9/11/99
Time: 12:00:26 PM
Remote Name: 216.164.247.114

Comments

"What kind of kite do I want?"

What do you want to do with it? What *wind* will you be flying it in? What experince do you have?

I'm not sure what you are trying to find out. Every kite has a wind range they will fly in. If the wind is
too low they will not fly (for obvious reasons). If it is too high they will not fly, because they will get
unstable. Different kites "pull" differently, and require different strength line. To see information on this
get a copy of the INTO THE WIND catalog.
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Re: What kind of kite do I want?
From: David Hunt
Date: 9/8/99
Time: 2:39:35 PM
Remote Name: 206.105.203.95

Comments

Your question about types of kites to use is one that has, to date, been treated in a subjective manner. I
haven't run across any hard data about the lifting abilities of the various Kites used for KAP.

Here is a list off the top of my head of kites used for KAP:

Suttom Flow Form- This is a soft kite. Cris has probably unconsciously made this the most widely used
kite for KAP because of his web site. The 30 square foot model is great for most wind situations. The 16
and the 60 are used some for high winds and low winds respectively. This was my first KAP kite. It
packs up into a small bag and is ready to launch as soon as you can unravel the bridle lines.

Delta Conyne-I've never flown this kite which is a variation of the delta kite. Cris speaks of it briefly in
his equipment page. Simon Harbord appears to use this kite in a 9 foot version as his kite of choice. As
Simon mentions on his web site http://www.kitephotos.com/homepage.htm this kite is well suited for
flying in small fields because of its launch characteristics and because it flys at a greater angle to the
ground than many other types of kites. These can be trained to provide more lift.

Rokkaku-I had a 7 foot Rok but lost it before I has ever able to lift any KAP equipment. Its is used by a
few KAPers. Ready made Roks in the 7 foot size are not as common as the smaller Roks so you may
have to look a little harder to find one, or build your own.

Dopero- looks like it ought to be a great KAP kite check this site out, you'd probably have to build your
own: http://home.t-online.de/home/Hilmar.Rilling/kap.htm

Large Deltas- One of KAPdom's most "prolific" practitioners uses a 20 foot delta.

Re: What kind of kite do I want?
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Large Sleds-Don't know what size you'd have to have but a few KAPers do use this very simple design.

Cody-Just quessing, but you probably need at least a 6 footer. These have a lot of sticks. The cost is
greater. They can be chained.

I'm running out of time. This discussion does not address how much weight you intend to lift, what your
typical wind conditions are for your area, what types of subjects are you most interested in
photographing. All these can effect the choice you make.

For beginners my recommendation is the Flow Form 30. Its so simple to just pull the kite out of the bag,
attach the line, and launch. If you want to make your own and don't have a lot of experience building
kites try the Rok or simpler, a large sled.

I do have an interest in quantifying the characteristics of the various lifting kites. My current thoughts are
that I would compare performance to a standard, such as the FF30.

David Hunt
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Messenger Ideas
From: trost-kp@cloud.rain.com
Date: 9/5/99
Time: 9:15:29 AM
Remote Name: 131.252.218.5

Comments

I just hit this page, and I'm a bit surprised at the complexity of the ideas posted so far. It seems to me that
one excellent use for a messenger would be to do remote shutter activation -- no servos, no radios, no
motors or diodes, just balsa wood and newspaper (well, OK...).

From there, it would be nice to get a system where you could actually aim the camera using the
messenger before taking a picture. There has been a little discussion of this -- has anything resembling a
functional design come from this?
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Re: Messenger Ideas
From: David Hunt
Date: 9/6/99
Time: 6:11:46 AM
Remote Name: 206.228.242.54

Comments

This is one of the ideas that I have thought about quite a bit as an inexpensive means of controlling the
camera without using R/C. The idea is not a new one. One of the first KAP rigs commercially offered to
the public (1910) used a messenger system to lift the camera . (see the link below for more info).

http://www.geocities.com/Yosemite/Meadows/2961/index.htm

There is a certain amount of guess work while taking pictures from a kite even when using R/C
equipment. But a big advantage that R/C has over a system such as the one you mentioned is the ability
to select the ideal moment to take the picture. A KAP rig suspended from a kite line is seldom hanging
completely motionless. It is swinging back and forth about the axis of the line. Changes of wind speed
cause sudden drops and rises of the camera. When the wind direction changes the swinging starts all over
again and the aim of the camera has to be reset.

When using R/C equipment I feel that I've had a good photo session if 4 or 5 pictures from a 24 exposure
roll turn out really good with proper framing of the subject and not blurred.

All this said, I still have plans experimenting with kite messengers an other low tech methods. Two years
ago my daughter did a science fair project about kite messengers her intentions were to experiment with
various sail configurations and sizes but the time limitations only allowed her to use one style and size of
sail with which she varied the angle of attack.

In case your not already familiar with Anthony Thyssen's kite messenger page try this URL:

http://www.sct.gu.edu.au/~anthony/kites/parafauna/messenger/
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KAP for analysing landscapes in a GIS system
From: Doekele.rienks@95.student.wau.nl
Date: 8/17/99
Time: 3:02:47 AM
Remote Name: 137.224.139.61

Comments

I'm a student on the Wageningen Agricultural University (specialising on Erosion Soil and
waterconservation and Remote Sensing)and i am leaving holland on the 21th of aug. to Costa Rica to do
my Practical period there. I wil stay there for 1 month, and during this month I will try to make some
KAP of the land. This will be photo's made straight done to the landscape. The photo's will be digitized
and used for landscape evaluation (by use of GIS tools), and evantually to make an orthophoto of the
project area. This is what we want to do, but can it be done?? That's really my question. I have been
working on it for a copple of months now, but at this time I'm not so possitive anymore. I need some
help, and there for i would like to ask the following questions: -Does anybody know if this has ever been
done before, and by whom. -Is there anybody who can profide me a good summary of the history of
KAP. I can only find short summaries, but that is not enough for my report. - I'm still looking for a place
to do my thesis. I have to do this next year, and i was wondering: are there any projects in the world
working with or devoloping KAP.

This message may not be very clear (due to the spelling?????) but I would gladly reseave any
information or comments on my "project"

Greatings Doekele Doekele.Rienks@95.student.wau.nl
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Re: KAP for analysing landscapes in a GIS system
From: Erik Crins
Date: 8/18/99
Time: 6:21:41 AM
Remote Name: 131.174.124.219

Comments

Hello Doekele,

I've had the same idea a year ago. Even sent a paper on it to LU Wageningen. Now, a year later I'm
working with a 2m. and a 3m. Sanjo kite. My rig is housing a compact camera and since a few monts a
video camera. I think the video is realy needed for this purpose. For targetting I used markers on the
ground. Currently I'm writing a second paper on this subject when its finished in time I'll send a copy.

I'll contact you via e-mail in Dutch.

Good wind to everyone

Erik.
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KAP Kit Ideas
From: Mike Dikas (emdal@aol.com)
Date: 8/14/99
Time: 12:04:16 PM
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

Charles...would you or anyone in your KAP network be interested in co-venturing or funding the final
development/production of a $20 (at retail) aerial photography product aimed at the 8 to 14 year old
market? I'm part of a small company in Sunnyvale that has invented and brought to market a number of
plastic and/or electronic products...most of us are Cal grads..go Bears! Three years ago, I built a
lightweight housing for disposable Kodak cameras that actuates the shutter on a time-delayed basis.

It's very basic, but it works like a champ...have tested it with both kites and helium balloons...some of the
pics are a bit crooked, but some are spectacular (for a $20 rig). We went so far as to cut a deal with
Kodak to OEM the cameras and almost did a deal with Spectra Star a couple of years ago...but we
weren't happy with them or their deal...and, we expected they could help us tweek our kite design and
they had no design capability...they're just a toy company that sells kites.

Last year I built a helium balloon version for my son's 7th grade science project and it was much easier to
operate than the kite...our goal was/is to lower the financial and technical barriers to aerial
photography...to make it an effortless, "all in an afternoon" project...we even got Kodak to throw in
discount coupons on 1 Hour Film Processing.

The product (in kit form) needs to be built for about $6 or $7 including the balloon (or kite) , 150 feet of
fishing line, camera & cage and box with graphics. We've written many business plans and raised $$ for
other projects...we just can't seem to find a way to move this project up on our priority list...or $$ to file
for patent protection (we already hold 2 patents on other products so we're aware of the process). Our
estimate (at this time) for final design (willing to entertain suggestions ), tooling, product components
(OEM balloons or kites, line etc.), and packaging would be about $50K.

We have no idea what potential demand for such a product would be...but it is possible that it could be
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sold at kite stores (obviously), toy stores, and drug stores (because of the camera and film
processing)......anyway, this is just an informal note...if you can stir up some interest, please drop me an
e-mail and perhaps we can put together a formal proposal...enjoy your site...I should contribute some of
my pics...only cost me $20 to get them shot Ciao.

Mike Dikas emdal@aol.com
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Big kite flying
From: Mike Garside, hg4pilot@aol.com
Date: 8/4/99
Time: 5:16:42 PM
Remote Name: 152.163.204.182

Comments

I fly a kite of a different type, a hang glider. I have been hunting for a cheap, light weight camera
(35mm) that can be operated electroniclly by pushing a button that leads to the camera. The lead would
have to be about 20 feet. Can anyone point me in the write direction. By the way, I like this kite/photo
taking you guys are doing. I'm going to be reading up on you guys. Thanks, Mike

 

[ Home Page | Background | Equipment | Gallery | Maps | Discussion | Others | What's New ]

Comments to author: crisp@socrates.berkeley.edu
All contents copyright (C) 1998 by Charles C. Benton.

All rights reserved. Revised: Wednesday, August 04, 1999

URL: http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_kapdiscuss/00000260.htm

Big kite flying

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_kapdiscuss/00000260.htm [11/7/1999 6:07:42 PM]

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/kapdiscuss_post.htm
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/kapdiscuss_post.htm?608
http://www.ced.berkeley.edu/~cris/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
mailto:crisp@socrates.berkeley.edu


[ Contents | Search | Post | Reply | Next | Previous | Up ]

any KAPers in the North Texas area?
From: Christopher Mann
Date: 8/2/99
Time: 9:33:43 AM
Remote Name: 209.95.25.14

Comments

I have just discovered KAP and was wondering if there is anyone in the North Texas area, or if any of
you were planning on passing through, so that I could see and learn first hand. You can email directly at
chris@virtualvisitor.com if you prefer. thanks
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Please Help!!
From: Mike Handy
Date: 7/27/99
Time: 4:38:37 PM
Remote Name: 195.92.194.80

Comments

I have just bought a Digital Camera (FUJI) and my first set of AA batteries has just ran out. I bought an
ordinary set of EverReady AA's and the camera switches off saying that there's no power left in them.
The manual states that I should Alkaline batteries and nothing else. My question is:- What's the
difference in these batteries and why does my camera not accept ordinary good quality AA's

Thanks to anyone who listens.

Mike (Tyne&Wear, England)

E-Mail:- HANDYS@mickreenz.freeserve.co.uk
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Re: Please Help!!
From: Kenny Mann
Date: 7/31/99
Time: 6:35:47 PM
Remote Name: 209.162.64.107

Comments

If your digital camera accepts AAs and not Lithium Ion (Li-I) of various odd shapes, Nickel Metal
Hydride (Ni-MH) are the only way to go. 1) the cost, over time is far less than any other type AA 2) their
capacity fuels many more shots than any other type of rechargeable AA 3) lack of memory problems
(Ni-Cads can "memorize" a low charge level and never again charge higher without manipulation).
Lithium (non-rechargeable) AAs are good back-ups -- highest capacity -- v. high unit cost. Lithium Ion
rechageables are the best technology. In some (rare) cameras they can tell you how much more time you
actually have, in a given mode. As stated elsewhere, it's the LCD viewscreen that drains, so don't send
that camera up with it on, obviously.
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Re: Digital camera batteries
From: Cris Benton
Date: 7/29/99
Time: 5:50:09 PM
Remote Name: 128.32.181.181

Comments

Mike,

I had a similar experience when I first purchased an Olympus D-300L. This otherwise entertaining
camera consumed alkaline batteries at an alarming rate and I fretted that my fantasies of photography
without the expense of film were to be spoiled by the expense of batteries and guilt associated with their
disposal. I was rescued from this dim prospect through the discovery of Panasonic 1100 mAh Ni-Cad
batteries (part # P-3GPA). These little gems increased by yield in the Olympus from 30 or so images per
set of four batteries to over 75 plus they were rechargeable. I found them at CostCo for around $15 for 4
batteries and a charger.

I've often wondered if these batteries are actually Ni-Cads. Their capacity seems much closer to the
rating of Metal Hydroxide batteries. My current camera, a Canon A5 (recommended), comes with a
rechargeable 6VDC 650 mAh Ni-MH battery as standard issue. This diminutive battery provides service
that is comparable to the much bulkier Ni-Cad set used with the Olympus. In doing so it supports
Simon's view that the cameras are getting more efficient as each generation goes by. This makes me
wonder how the newest 2 megapixel models (Olympus C-2000, Nikon 950) perform vis-à-vis battery
capacity?

Cheers,

Cris
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Re: Please Help!!
From: Simon Harbord
Date: 7/28/99
Time: 5:05:16 AM
Remote Name: 206.241.18.4

Comments

This is one of the best kept secrets of digital camera manufacturers. Current digital cameras (especially
with lcd screens)consume horrendous amounts of power. Zinc carbon batteries don't begin to work.
Because of the camera's high power requirements they need batteries that can supply high current which
generally means alkalines. You might get away with nicd rechargeables as they can provide high current,
but they won't last long between recharges. Battery life in the order of minutes is not unusual for some
earlier model digital cameras. I bought one a couple of years ago, it would draw so much current that
after 10 minutes the batteries (dead) would come out hot. Not surprisingly the manufacturers do not
make a big point of this in the adverts. I stopped using mine as 4 AA alkalines in 10 minutes was costing
as much as good 35mm film. the resolution was poor and if I wanted digital, I'd scan the prints. I'm sure
things are improving but sounds like battery drain is still a problem. Is this the case with others'
experience of digital cameras - or am I wrong?

Simon
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Re: Please Help!!
From: J. Lundquist
Date: 8/11/99
Time: 8:19:51 AM
Remote Name: 195.58.123.3

Comments

I can definitely stand behind your statement. I just bought a (new!) digital camera and I was shocked by
the fact that it would consume a pair of fresh batteries in just a few minutes.

It seems to be somewhat of an unsolved problem.
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Urban AP - VTO kites?
From: brett.lake-benson@parexel.co.uk
Date: 7/22/99
Time: 2:50:32 AM
Remote Name: 193.116.161.94

Comments

I found your site via the Canoma animation of your ranch aerial photography, and admit to being
fascinated by what you've done here.

Unfortunately I live in a semi-urban area which precludes regular kite flying. Has anybody ever come
across a vertical take-off kite, or perhaps provide a similar solution to affordable AP in relatively built up
areas?

Thanks. [Great site, by the way!]
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Digital Camera Magazine
From: Kenny Mann, Editor at Large - DCM
Date: 7/21/99
Time: 8:20:03 PM
Remote Name: 209.162.64.189

Comments

At large here, at the moment. Anyone here like to write or collaborate on a KAP piece for Digital
Camera Magazine? Since I was here last, one of your number has gotten some recognition on our partner
website, PhotoPoint.com, but I've lost track of him. My editor and I are thinking it's about erasing what
you see and sending it up again until you like it -- done digitally. I always wanted to shoot with a thrift
store camera slung from the Scott's Sleds (not a stable platform, I know) that I flew beyond visibility in
the 70s. I'd still like to try the archaic method of flying something up the string to trip the shutter. Is that
done?

Kenny Mann Editor at Large, Digital Camera Magazine kmann@digicamera.com | www.digicamera.com

Digital Camera Daily - PhotoPoint.com
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SORRY THATS SIMON HARBORD
From: Kevin Flynn
Date: 7/19/99
Time: 6:04:25 AM
Remote Name: 207.204.196.173

Comments

Forgive my mistake Simon
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WELL DONE SIMON
From: Kevin Flynn
Date: 7/18/99
Time: 1:23:14 PM
Remote Name: 207.204.197.159

Comments

Have many people been following Simons video adventures, don't miss the next installment, this guy is a
GENIUS.
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Re: WELL DONE SIMON
From: Simon
Date: 7/19/99
Time: 11:37:35 AM
Remote Name: 195.92.197.52

Comments

Why thankyou Kevin. I certainly don't feel like one when it takes me the best part of two weeks to figure
out how to connect up four wires. I've quite enjoyed sharing the trials and triblations of my eye in the sky
viewfinder. Thanks to all who wrote me with suggestions and encouragement.I know many KAPpers
have designed much better, neater video viewfinder systems, but I thought the experience might be worth
sharing. It is at: http://www.harb85.freeserve.co.uk/vid/vid.htm The final part of the experience other
than some tidying up the hardware, and summarising, will be an online test transmitting from kite to PC
and via Netmeeting videoconference software out to the net. That will be quite soon and should be a
laugh if anyone wants to see this, drop me an e-mail, and i'll contact you with 12 hours notice or so based
on weather forecast. Simon sim@harb85.freeserve.co.uk
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The AE - dead (sigh)- some second rate
suggestions.
From: Simon Harbord
Date: 7/16/99
Time: 12:49:41 PM
Remote Name: 195.92.194.103

Comments

I think and hope those who posted on this subject are speaking for us all on this, I've been in e-mail
correspondance about this with a few people. I feel particularly guilty as I've been feverishly writing web
pages, while assuming others were writing for AE. it would have taken so little effort.

Nothing will replace that feeling of seeing AE on the sideboard in its envelope when I got home from
work. Every word was read and read and reread. Months later I still reread my copies.

My suggestions are nothing of a substitute for AE but may just keep us together a bit until we can get son
of AE on the presses. (It will be no match for Brooks' work - though if it ever happens).

1. I am happy to post articles technical, non technical etc, written by others on my website in a special
clearly defined area. Anything up to a couple of pages of text and two or three pictures. I get my
webspace free, I'm happy enough to do very simple layouts in HTM, (visit my webpages to see simple) -
no scripts or java, just text and pictures. I can develop a nostalgic AE style to the pages if we like. I've
been running a visitor's gallery for some time now, I'd welcome more.

2 Those with KAP websites could form a webring?

3 Those KAPpers with e-mail on the subscribers list could be e-mailed with a KAP html newsletter,
maybe based on the contributions collated to my website, every time we get say 10 articles on the site,
we (or I) collate them into a single file and e-mail attach them to all on the old AE subscribers list? The
file wouldn't be big, the address list would be though!

4 Maybe someone could mail out on paper to non e-mail old AE subscribers, (this is where it starts to get
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difficult)

This is only suggestions, though I am happy to implement action 1 without further ado. I can easily
create a part of my website that has a magazine flavour.

Anyone reading this, please feel free to : 1 comment in this open forum 2 send me articles 3 e-mail me
with further comments.

Remember how you felt each time AE arrived. It was very special. I can't believe we all let it die.

Simon Harbord sim@harb85.freeserve.co.uk

web pages at: http://www.harb85.freeserve.co.uk
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Re: The AE - dead (sigh)- some second rate
suggestions.
From: jean-edouard.c@arcadis.be
Date: 7/16/99
Time: 3:38:02 PM
Remote Name: 194.88.124.31

Comments

the feeling of the evening breeze on our face, while our favorite kite is gently pulling: this is something
quite everybody can easily enjoy; but the other's experience, their many trials sometimes unluky, or just a
precise electronical solution so simple you didn't thing about it: that's all we need to be part of this ???
hobby. We all have to spread the news, share our experience, otherwise i would be there today, waiting
my 12 volts accu's to load to go Kaping tomorrow.
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New Homepage
From: Pete Mikula
Date: 7/11/99
Time: 7:55:36 PM
Remote Name: 209.57.26.2

Comments

I'm in the process of creating a home page to display some KAP. Check it out and let me know what you
think. http://homepages.msn.com/CorporateWay/peteedj1/
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New Homepage
From: Pete Mikula
Date: 7/11/99
Time: 7:54:32 PM
Remote Name: 209.57.26.2

Comments

I'm in the process of creating a home page to display some KAP. Check it out and let me know what you
think.
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the aerial eye DEAD .... (sigh)
From: Richard Amirault (ramirault@erols.com)
Date: 7/8/99
Time: 6:56:09 PM
Remote Name: 216.164.247.31

Comments

Well, got my *last* issue of the AKA sponsord publication, the aerial eye, and it is the *last* issue ever.
The previous issue had a mention that the new editor need more contributions (articles and/or photos) or
they would fold up production.

Well, I could have, and I should have (but I was busy and didn't...sigh) and looks like no one else did
either (at least not enough)

It is, of course, sad to see this end (like the KAPWA association before it) I'm not sure why they both
folded. I personally have be 'active' in KAP for many years, but when you shoot once a year it is not all
that 'active' is it. Six (or so) months ago I *finally* decided to get off my butt and I built my first RC rig.
IT WAS GREAT! I'm shooting more than ever, and enjoying it immensely. (and getting *much* better
pics than before too!)

If if wasn't for my collection of aerial eye I don't think I would have been as successful in my rig
construction as I was. Thank you *everyone* who was involved editorialy, and those who contributed to
the magazine as well. I COULDN'T HAVE DONE IT WITHOUT YOU!

I've tried to help others (ie: 'newbees')by posting pics and info on my rig (construction techniques, parts
availabity, close up photos) on my web page ... but maybe I also should have sent the info to the
magazine as well ... oh well.

http://www.erols.com/ramirault ramirault@erols.com
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Re: the aerial eye DEAD .... (sigh)
From: Bob Brown bob@thebrowns.com
Date: 7/15/99
Time: 6:12:48 PM
Remote Name: 165.117.54.216

Comments

Richard, I agree with all you said. Aerial Eye was inspirational to me and provided a lot of very good
technical information. I got Brooks Leffler's name there and he constructed a nice rig for me. I was very
disappointed to hear AE was dead. I would like to seen an online version of it appear. A web site could
be updated at anytime and would eliminate the printing and shipping costs. Anyone have any feelings
about this?

Bob
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Radio Controlled Hot Air Balloons
From: Onsalehere@aol.com
Date: 7/5/99
Time: 8:20:14 AM
Remote Name: 24.92.102.17

Comments

I currently sell Radio Controlled Hot Air Balloons, I think they would be great for Aerial Photography.
Please view my web here> http://members.aol.com/onsalehere/balloons/index.html
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Re: Radio Controlled Hot Air Balloons
From: Thomas Bennett
Date: 7/6/99
Time: 8:34:53 AM
Remote Name: 206.230.125.105

Comments

They would be fine in very little or no wind. In east central Indiana that's rarely the case.

I remember seeing on "Wild America" once where Marty Stouffer's(?) brother used four helium balloons
to lift a tethered frame with a movie camera underneath. It produced a fairly steady picture for what he
used.
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How to convert a two channel RC to four channels
From: bmalle@yahoo.com
Date: 6/24/99
Time: 5:04:37 AM
Remote Name: 194.45.208.2

Comments

Hi,

it must be two or three years ago, someone posted that he had successfully converted a specific brand of
RC from two channel to four channel. As I have changed email system since at least two times, I cannot
find the description any more. Now I would like to use the decsription. Does anyone have this
description still in his email archive?

Best regards and thanks for any hints in advance

Bernhard

PS bad luck for a newbie at Fanoe: For the first time since years now I have been at the Fanoe event
without any of my three children. I wanted to KAP a bit and everything was packed. After some days at
teh event (we stayed there for a total of ten days) I wanted to check my equipment. I open the bag and
discovered that I had forgotten my Yashica T5 :-(( Sigghh. Fortunately my friend Robert had similar
camera and after three hours of work we had adapted the rigg to be able to operate the new camera. Then
quickly charge the receiver and transceiver battery over night. On the next day I discovered that I had
overloaded transceiver battery and the battery had broken. With the usual Robbe equipment of course,
you have to use a special plug which made it impossible to use a different battery :-(( F**K. Well Fanoe
will come again next year and in the meantime I will be practicing more at home.
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Re: How to convert a two channel RC to four
channels
From: David Hunt
Date: 7/7/99
Time: 6:59:39 PM
Remote Name: 206.105.203.133

Comments

The aerial eye (3:1 winter 1997) had an article by Peter van Erkel where he mentions converting a Futaba
Attack II (also known as Robbe Economic two channel set)from 2 to 4 channels. He did not elaborate on
the proceedure but offered help to any that would write. His e-mail is: pverkel@hzsaa01.nl.lucent.com

David Hunt
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Re: How to convert a two channel RC to four
channels
From: bmalle@yahoo.com
Date: 7/7/99
Time: 11:15:46 PM
Remote Name: 194.45.208.2

Comments

Hi,

thanks for the hint to the AE. I have found the article and by using the name of Peter Erkel, I was also
able to find the corresponding email from Peter on my hard disk. For those who are interested (although I
doubt that the Futaba Attack II is still on sale) here is the email from Peter:

"Robbe sold the Robbe Economic for many years, it was succeeded by the Futaba Attack II. Sold as a
two channel unit, they used a 4 channel chip, and only connected 2 channels. Ask your dealer if he is
willing to open the unit, so you can look inside. You have to look for an IC made by OKI type number
L9362. Regardless of the brand, if there is no IC inside, do not buy it. The modification of the OKI
L9362 is simple, and I can tell you what to do. About other I can not tell you much.

It is actually very simple. The pins 2 and 3 are used, and connected via a 10KOhm resistor to the wipers
of the two joysticks. If you look at the pins 4 and 5, you will see they are connected together to the
supply voltage at pin 14.

So the only thing you have to do, is to disconnect the pins 4 and 5. Connect two potentiometers of
5KOhm between pin1 (3.7 Volt) and ground. Now connect the wipers of the first potentiometer via a
10KOhm resistors to pin 4, and the second potentiometer via a 10KOhm resistor to pin5. To reduce noise
from the potentiometer, bypass the wipers with a 22nf capacitor to ground."

I have found a Futaba Attack II, but it only has got a Futaba chip inside... :-((
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Re: How to convert a two channel RC to four
channels
From: Peter van Erkel
Date: 7/21/99
Time: 2:19:50 AM
Remote Name: 195.108.169.40

Comments

Hallo Bernhard,

Visiting Chris his KAP side every once and a while, I came by your request on converting a 2ch
transmitter to a 4ch transmitter.

You are right, it does not work with the new Futaba Attack II, and indeed the old one is not on sale
anymore.

But there is some light on the Horizon, I found one some weeks ago on a "Troedel Markt" in Leverkusen,
without Xtal for only 1DM, so keep on looking

Greetings,

Peter van Erkel
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video shooting from akite
From: repport@club-internet.fr
Date: 6/23/99
Time: 2:51:32 PM
Remote Name: 194.158.105.35

Comments

does anyone experienced video shooting from a kite? All tips welcome!
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video camera ona kite
From: repport@club-internet.fr
Date: 6/23/99
Time: 2:50:44 PM
Remote Name: 194.158.105.35

Comments

does anyone experienced video shooting from a kite? All tips welcome!
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kitelines
From: Jean-edouardc@arcadis.be
Date: 6/23/99
Time: 12:17:54 PM
Remote Name: 194.88.125.93

Comments

i would make a suscription to that magazine and i didnt find any email yet. would someone explain me a
fast method to connect.thank you
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Electronic control of digital cameras
From: Daniel
Date: 6/20/99
Time: 7:46:44 AM
Remote Name: 129.78.64.5

Comments

I am contemplating using a digital camera for an airborne remote sensing application and was wondering
if anyone had come across a commercial model which allows for automatic electronic control of shutter.
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Richo FF9
From: soobee5@redshift.com
Date: 6/14/99
Time: 11:20:57 PM
Remote Name: 207.204.196.89

Comments

Just wondered if anybody can help me I am looking for a couple of Richo FF9s I realise they wont be
new but I need them for a project many thanks Kevin.
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Re: Richo FF9
From: H.Breedland@prvgron.nl
Date: 9/23/99
Time: 8:10:49 AM
Remote Name: 195.241.230.225

Comments

Kevin, Ik can help you. I've got an Richoh FF9 and I don't need it anymore.

Henk Breedland
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Inquire about ongoing kite photography of Coral
Reefs
From: adavis@netpci.com
Date: 6/13/99
Time: 5:01:18 AM
Remote Name: 208.245.172.158

Comments

Please answer with a copy to my email address, else I may never see it.

I am interested in obtaining an estimate of the cost (as well as mundane consturction detaisl) of a kite for
coral reef overhead photography. There was a paper in an earlier Coral Reef Research Methods volume, I
think by UNESCO or FAO, of the use of baloons and other technology in photographing coral reefs.

A friend photographed my study site in Chuuk Lagoon from 500' in a kit-built ultralight plane.

How much would it cost to get a fairly reasonable setup together. THis would probably require some
fairly well corrected optics and vertical shooting (a gimble?).

Who sells these heavy duty kites?

Alan Davis adavis@netpci.com Marianas High School science teacher Saipan, Northern Mariana Islands.

I am impressed with all these pictures. I have some photographic training, and have an intrest in indian
fighter kites.
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Teacher seeks advice
From: Jerry Feltis (jfeltis@dakota-science.org)
Date: 6/4/99
Time: 7:39:42 AM
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

I plan on doing a kite making project with children from the 4th through 6th grades.  Can you tell me
where I can find some basic information on the process of KAP?
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KAP from a ship
From: Henry Jebe
Date: 5/26/99
Time: 9:56:02 PM
Remote Name: 208.151.107.112

Comments

For anyone that may be interested in KAP from a ship, a freind/work associate has created some pages
on the Alaska State Ferry System. Many of the photos in these pages are KAP images (by me). These
may be seen at the following address. http://home.att.net/~aksala/amhs.htm My methods are rough by
most KAP'ers standards. I have mostly used garage sale point & shoot cameras purchased for under $10.
For most shots, I have used a Music Box Movement to trip the shutter, this usually allows four photos to
be taken at about 45 second intervals.

I also use some RC gear occasionally, always go "cheap" whenever the risk factor of my equipment
being lost or destroyed is high.

Henry
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KAP RIGS
From: Francois Newman
Date: 5/23/99
Time: 8:30:40 AM
Remote Name: 12.78.196.159

Comments

Hi my name is Francois Newman and I am very interested in kite aerial photography , I think it is very
awesome that someone can take pitures from way up there , however I have only recently discovered
KAP , and all I have is a kite , and I was wondering if someone has a rig that they would like to sell , it
does not make a differance for what camera it is seeing as I do not have one yet.I have been doing
photography for a number of years now , but I think it would not be a good idea to send my proffesional
camera up there , as I am sure you all will understand.If there is someone that would like to give me
some feedback I would really appreciate it, seeing as I need all the info I can get. I am origanally from
South Africa , but I now live in New York , and I really think it is cool to be able to take pics of New
York city from the air. Thank you for listening , and please , if there is anyone who would like to respond
, I will be waiting to hear from you. once again , thank you very much / Francois.
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Newport '99
From: Michael@kitephotos.com
Date: 5/13/99
Time: 8:11:51 AM
Remote Name: 204.249.164.181

Comments

HI,

I was wondering if anybody was going to the Newport '99 Kite festival (Newport,Rhode Island). I have
yet to meet any other KAPer in person and hope to do so at the festival.

Michael

 

[ Home Page | Background | Equipment | Gallery | Maps | Discussion | Others | What's New ]

Comments to author: crisp@socrates.berkeley.edu
All contents copyright (C) 1998 by Charles C. Benton.
All rights reserved. Revised: Thursday, May 13, 1999

URL: http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_kapdiscuss/00000239.htm

Newport '99

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_kapdiscuss/00000239.htm [11/7/1999 6:08:39 PM]

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/kapdiscuss_post.htm
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/kapdiscuss_post.htm?569
http://www.ced.berkeley.edu/~cris/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
mailto:crisp@socrates.berkeley.edu


[ Contents | Search | Post | Reply | Next | Previous | Up ]

Re: Newport '99
From: Richard Amirault
Date: 6/10/99
Time: 8:26:52 PM
Remote Name: 207.172.97.108

Comments

Yes, I'll be there (and, no, I am not going to Verdun...sigh)

I actually was there last weekend. We had a club fly in Rhode Island (Colt State Park) on Saturday and I
decided to spend the weekend. Sunday I was in Newport. Got some KAP pics from/of Goat Island. Then
I went to Brenton Point and was suprised to see *considerable* single line activity. Up went the KAP rig.
Took a couple of shots. Then I tried to maneuver thru the *many* kites and got tangled, BIG TIME!

Was able to get my rig down in one piece, but spent the next 45 minutes untwisting my line from
somebodys two 12' spinsocks!

I was using a FlowForm 16 with a spinsock for a drogue/tail. It was my drogue that started the tangle.
Next time (in such a crowded sky) I think I'll use something that doesn't need a tail (like a rok)

My homepage is www.erols.com/ramirault, hope to see you there.
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Re: Newport '99
From: Mark Frasier, brockus@empire.net
Date: 5/13/99
Time: 4:20:37 PM
Remote Name: 198.144.140.204

Comments

I'm not planning on attending Newport... I might, but no plans for it. Do you ever go to any events in
MA? I go to a few at Nahant each year, as does Richard Amirault. Actually, I bet Richard will be at
Newport. I'll see if I can scrounge up his e-mail address. We'll probably both be at the Verdun festival (in
Montreal) in June.

See ya, Mark Frasier
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Plans for Multi_Flare?
From: Doug Whitman
Date: 5/10/99
Time: 7:13:37 AM
Remote Name: 198.232.235.11

Comments

Where can I get plans to make a Multi-Flare kite like Wolfgang Bieck uses? In a March 1998 discussion,
Cris Benton mentions that plans are in Putnam’s Kites, but I can’t find this publication. Please help!

My rig is a home made 4X5 camera that weighs about 5 lbs. I would like to use it aboard sailing vessels
which means I will be flying immediately downwind of a large structure (the sails), so I don’t think a
large flowform will work unless I can lift it out of the turbulance with a pilot kite. Any ideas?

I have tried a train of Delta Conynes, but they must be flown rather close together to prevent oscillation,
This can cause quite a mess to get aloft since I have no ground to lay the kites out on.

Thanks for your help.

Doug Whitman dwhitman@comdial.com
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Re: Plans for Multi_Flare?
From: Bernhard Malle, Ulm, Germany
Date: 6/23/99
Time: 10:58:05 AM
Remote Name: 62.104.198.10

Comments

Hi,

has anyone answered the request for plans for the Multiflare kite? I know that there was no answer
posted, but maybe some people exchanged private email?

Thanks for any hints.

Bernhard
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2 questions
From: Trudy Wohlleben
Date: 5/6/99
Time: 11:08:43 AM
Remote Name: 129.128.153.50

Comments

1) What do you guys mean when you say you have to "walk down" a kite? Whenever I fly a kite in
strong winds I always have a second person with me. To bring in the kite, one person (with gloves!) pulls
it down by hand while the other person winds. Is this what you mean? Or is this a way of doing it with
only one person by staking down the line?

2) The last few times I flew a kite in strong winds (~18-25mph), both my 7.5' parafoil and my 12' Delta
(with tail) turned radical loops, and twice I lost control and the kite crashed spectacularly (luckily I didn't
have the camera attached!). Any suggestions as to how to handle this? I think you guys on the coast
regularly get stronger winds than I get in Edmonton.

Thanks, Trudy.
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Re: 2 questions
From: Rick Inzero, rdi@cci.com
Date: 5/7/99
Time: 12:01:49 PM
Remote Name: 192.7.1.12

Comments

1) To walk down a kite alone, stake it/tie it down securely (or have a helper hold it), then clip a metal
ring (like a carabiner or quick link- see http://www.reefscuba.com/ss.htm for drawings), with a nylon
strap-handle onto the kite line, and simply walk downwind. You'll quickly pull the kite right down out of
the sky. Grab the kite, put it away, then you wind up the line that's laying on the ground. This is much,
MUCH easier than reeling it in when the wind is strong. There have been a couple days where I
physically could not have wound the kite in alone if it weren't for this technique. Now, before I ever
launch the kite on a real windy day, I make sure I first put my tie-down device in place (chain, dowel and
clevis), so that I'm ready to tie off if I ever get in trouble. You have to be aware of what you're doing
when you walk the kite down, so you don't clothesline some poor bicyclist or cross a road (you have 500'
of near-invisible line stretched 5' off the ground).

2) I had the same problem with my Sutton 16 flowform in high winds. It would start to alternately zoom
side to side, rotating a bit more each time, then finally dive into the dirt (luckily, I never did this with the
camera rig on). I *completely* cured this by putting a drogue tail on it (a fuzzy tail would probably work
just as well). A drogue style tail is bucket-shaped, with tapered sides, and an open bottom and top. The
harder the wind blows, the more it drags. I never send the camera up without this tail on anymore.
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The Perfect Winch
From: Doug Whitman
Date: 5/6/99
Time: 10:21:07 AM
Remote Name: 198.232.235.11

Comments

I have discovered a wonderful piece of sailing hardware that allows a heavy kite to be hauled in without
"walking it down". Harken makes a pulley called the Little Hexaratchet; it is a 2 1/4 inch pulley that has
a ratchet that can be enabled with a small plastic slide on one side. The sheave is not round, but has a
rough octagonal shape which grips the line and keeps it from sliding in the groove.

I attach the pulley to a dog stake and bring the kite line down through the pulley, and once more all the
way around. I now have the line (on a hoop) in my hand the line goes around the pulley one and a half
times and on up to the kite. With the ratchet engaged, I can haul line in by holding the hoop (both hands
if necessary) and stepping backwards several steps. when I stop, the line is held by the ratchet and the
friction of the line wrapped around the pulley, and it is easy to hold the line with a fraction of the force
otherwise required. I then make several wraps of the line on the hoop, and step back again. I just hauled a
train of three seven foot delta conyne kites (40 lbs force) and it was easy. I believe that forces of as much
as 100 lbs could be easily handled this way (the pulley is rated 500 lbs).

There are two ways to let line out. If you release all tension in the line in your hand, the line will slip
over the (stationary) pulley allowing the kite line to pay out. I have done this and I cannot see that the
friction causes any damage to the line. The switch can also be repositioned to allow the hexaratchet to
function as a normal pulley. Only one warning: direct from the factory, the hexaratchet has 8 sharp edges
at the bottom of the groove. This is no problem for 3/8 inch rope, but will cut thin kite line. Get the
smallest round file you can find and file these edges smooth (about a 5 minute job).

I got mine from West Marine http:\\store.westmarine.com it is a Harken model 043. there is also a model
019 that has the switch on the other (right) side

Doug Whitman dwhitman@comdial.com

The Perfect Winch
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TV Camera
From: Glenn Nelson
Date: 4/29/99
Time: 3:30:17 PM
Remote Name: 165.227.36.13

Comments

I'm thinking of putting a wireless video camera on my camera rig for aiming assistance. I talked to sales
at Supercircuits (http://www.scx.com) and asked about leightweight wireless. They suggested a PC70XP
or PC60XS B&W camera ($40) and a AVX434 transmitter (ch.14, $140)) with range up to 1500 ft. I
guess I would use a LCD television for the receiver.

Does anyone have any comments on this kind of hardware?
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Re: TV Camera
From: Stepan Murer
Date: 7/24/99
Time: 7:30:46 AM
Remote Name: 194.7.150.76

Comments

Looking for various threads related to the use of "spy" video cameras with transmitters designed as
aiming devices on photo rigs, I see many interseting suggestions, references to resellers, etc...

There is though one thing I am missing in these discussions: information on *real life* experiences of
such devices specifically for KAPing activities. Is there anyone who *IS* or has been using a wireless
video camera (successfully or not) and who could give information regardless of limitations due to
national regulations ?

Any indication welcome.

Thanks

Stepan Murer Brussels, Belgium smurer@village.uunet.be

P.S.: Glenn, any news about your hardware (message dating 04/29/99)? Cris, any news following your
message dating 08/27/97?
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Re: TV Camera
From: Guy LeBlanc
Date: 5/18/99
Time: 4:15:09 AM
Remote Name: 142.177.67.62

Comments

I work in the film industry where we use a small video camera mounted through the viewfinder in order
to "see"what the operator is doing I have been using a minature low cost UHF transmitter with great
success to send an immage without a cable. The whole trasmitter is smaller than it's 9 Volt battery it is
available from Aegis Reaearch #671-1225 E Sunset Dr Bellingham,WA 98226-3529 USA or
1-604-224-0416 www.lynx.bc.ca/virtualspy Much lightweight minature video gear can be found at
"spy"shops In the UK I would recomend puchasing a cheap LCD "Watchman" in NTSC from Canada or
the USA to have more equipment to choose from(senders.etc.) on the legal note we have great debate
going on here over transmitter issues and we (film people) generally use watever is at our disposal
without trouble as these transnitters are of such short range.100ft to 1 mile. and do not seem to interfere
with area TV Hope this helps Guy Leblanc Canada
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Re: TV Camera +clarification on UK regulations
please?
From: Simon Harbord
Date: 5/3/99
Time: 5:59:57 AM
Remote Name: 206.241.18.4

Comments

My comment is: I envy you being available to get this stuff in US now its so cheap. Here in UK getting
hold of legal gear is next to impossible. Does anyone know the full info on the legality of the 4.2ghz (or
is it 2.4ghz - I get confused) Maplin had a system and then withdrew it because they couldn't get home
office approval. I'd really appreciate someone knowledgeable to post here about the systems in UK and
whether the 4.2 (2.4) systems are ever going to be available - far as I know they are legal all over the EU,
I keep thinking of importing one, but am not sure whether the EU frequencies extend to UK. I don't want
to go through the "amateur TV" approach with licenses and exams. The old video sender system I used to
use is so illegal now that I threw the transmitter out, even owning one is a criminal offence.

Getting back to the question, these systems appear made for KAP. battery consumptions and voltages can
be a minor problem, and the LCD handheld system works though you might want to add a hooded
eyepiece to keep stray light off screen as LCD screens wash out in bright light.

sorry to add to the question. Simon Harbord KAP pages at: http://www.harb85.freeserve.co.uk
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Re: TV Camera
From: Simon Hharbord
Date: 5/3/99
Time: 5:44:48 AM
Remote Name: 206.241.18.4

Comments
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Re: TV Camera
From: jean-edouardc@arcadis.be
Date: 5/1/99
Time: 1:46:49 AM
Remote Name: 194.88.125.235

Comments

instead of a lcd tv i suggest you could find an old video-camera's vieuwfinder in a repair shop so you'll
avoid problems with sunlight on the screen
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Good photog, lousy engineer; anyone selling P&S
Rigs?
From: stnoonan@yahoo.com
Date: 4/21/99
Time: 5:49:42 AM
Remote Name: 205.181.240.22

Comments

Hi folks, like many of you, I have become hooked on the idea of KAP. I have been a professional
photographer for some 11 years now and would to experiment with KAP, but have no mechanical
construction abilities. Does anyone know of a retail or private source for P&S rigs (for an Stylus Epic or
T4 or even one-use)? Any leads would be greatly appreciated!
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Re: Good photog, lousy engineer; anyone selling
P&S Rigs?
From: Peter Bults
Date: 4/22/99
Time: 6:09:35 AM
Remote Name: 195.121.200.159

Comments

Ask Brooks Leffler. He builds great rigs for both T4 and Stylus. Or I can can help you, although I've only
build rigs for the T4.

Brooks e-mail adress is Kyteman@aol.com My adres is Peter.Bults@wxs.nl

Peter Bults.
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Good photog, lousy engineer; anyone selling P&S
Rigs?
From: stnoonan@yahoo.com
Date: 4/21/99
Time: 5:49:00 AM
Remote Name: 205.181.240.22

Comments

Hi folks, like many of you, I have become hooked on the idea of KAP. I have been a professional
photographer for some 11 years now and would to experiment with KAP, but have no mechanical
construction abilities. Does anyone know of a retail or private source for P&S rigs (for an Stylus Epic or
T4)? Any leads would be greatly appreciated!
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KAP over water
From: amy wilson
Date: 4/19/99
Time: 7:13:35 PM
Remote Name: 204.255.214.196

Comments

i am looking for advice about a KAP project i'd like to do of a chain of small islands. i would be in a 20
foot power boat. this is my first KAP project. is it imperative to get waterproof camera gear? any insight
into flying out on open waters?

amy
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Re: KAP over water
From: Pierre Gerard from France
Date: 5/8/99
Time: 5:15:36 AM
Remote Name: 194.117.207.13

Comments

I tried once to take pictures over the see. It was a success. I sent my kite in the air from the beach, a 4.7
m delta. After, I took place in a small boat (4.4 m lenght). We wanted to take pictures of a castle located
on a rock. When we was at the right place, I fixed my camera rig on the string, and sent it in the air. You
just have to take care of the wind. It began to decrease, therefore, I take the kite in the boat without any
problem for the camera. If you want, you just can send me a mail, and I will give you a copy of a picture
where you see the boat.
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Re: KAP over water
From: Henry Jebe
Date: 4/30/99
Time: 10:20:30 PM
Remote Name: 208.151.108.11

Comments

I couldn't resist commenting on the subject of overwater photography, since I do quite a bit of it. I would
echo other's comments about honing your dry land technique a bit first though.

I believe I have mentioned before, that I use garage sale point and shoot cameras for the most risky
situations. I usually use a music box movement for tripping the shutter (takes 4 photos per lofting) rather
than RC gear. Actually, there is little risk when shooting from a ship or other predictable platform. When
in a small boat, the operator should not make any coarse or speed changes without notifying you
adequately ahead of time. It is fairly dificult to handle the boat yourself while flying the kite and doing
KAP, but it is possible. I got away from trying to use RC gear when doing it all myself from small craft
due to the coordination of necessary functions. An underwater camera is some help as long as the risk of
loss is little (unless it is a disposable one).

Sealing your RC gear in rubber balloons - Reciever and Batteries will prevent dammage to those
components if you must use RC gear.

Henry
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Re: KAP over water
From: Rick Inzero, rdi@cci.com
Date: 4/26/99
Time: 1:42:58 PM
Remote Name: 192.7.1.12

Comments

I tried KAP over water from a small boat last year. I got as far as the K part (wind wasn't enough to loft
the camera rig), but I have some useful advice nonetheless:

As this is your first KAP project: *wear sturdy leather gloves* for hand/finger protection, otherwise you
will either be seriously hurting or watching your kite and spool sail up up and away. Practice over land
first to get the feel of the flying characteristics of your kite. If you can do KAP from land, you probably
won't need a waterproof camera. Watch out for what's downwind. You don't want to get into any power
lines.

Specific boat-kite advice- Bring something to tie off the kite firmly to the boat. Like a chain attached to a
dowel with a cleat on it as seen in http://www.emporia.edu/kite/equip/handle1.jpg There will come a
moment when you either need a rest or a rescue, or when you are adjusting the camera rig, or pulling it
in, where you will need to tie off the kite.

Bring a GOOD boat anchor that will hold firmly on the type of bottom in the water you are on. Once up,
the kite will pull the boat- on land, you can plant your feet and lean back, in the boat, it doesn't quite
work that way.

An alert companion/second set of hands is helpful, particularly when the anchor starts to skid across the
bottom and the boat begins to be pulled by the kite, and the kite starts to drop your rig toward the water...

Be sure to keep clear of other boat traffic. You're going to be "surprised" at times with what's going on,
and won't want to be putting others or yourself at risk with the 150 lb test line on the kite.

Good luck, keep us posted.
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Re: KAP over water
From: David Hunt
Date: 4/23/99
Time: 1:10:47 AM
Remote Name: 206.105.205.238

Comments

There are water proof cameras, even Kodak makes a disposable water proof camera. Not only will you
have to worry about getting your camera wet but you will have to worry about getting your R/C receiver
and servos wet.

KAPing over water in a power boat will assure that you have wind (if the boat continues in the same
direction, you loose it during sharp turns and Uturns). But if this is your first KAP project, practice over
land. Find out how your kite performs in various wind situations find out and develop your techniques
for handling line, attaching the rig, operating the R/C. When you decide that you,re comfortable with the
process then work out the new set of problems that you'll have flying from a boat. You'll have to find
someone to operate the boat who can follow precise instruction concerning speed, direction, and
coordination of direction changes with your ability to maintain the kite's lift--Plus--trying to do all the
normal KAP things while in the boat. I would think that a stratospool or winch of some sort would be
necessary to allow you to retrieve your kite and rig.

I would practice with a dummy rig when first using the boat to develop your technique and to work out
all the coordination problems between the flyer and the driver
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Rig Construction Questions?
From: David Lilly
Date: 4/15/99
Time: 2:44:30 PM
Remote Name: 206.159.21.192

Comments

I am about to construct my first Kap rig and have a couple of questions. Gears for Pan control, where to
obtain? Attaching a gear to the servo, any good tricks? and many more questions to follow I am sure.
Thanks
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Re: Rig Construction Questions?
From: Richard Amirault, ramirault@erols.com
Date: 6/10/99
Time: 8:46:31 PM
Remote Name: 207.172.97.108

Comments

The EDMUND SCIENTIFIC gears are still avaiable. I have info on them (sizes, price, and stock #) on
my website.

http://www.erols.com/ramirault

I used them for my rig (photos of rig on my site) but actually used the *largest* gear when I meant to use
the second largest gear. That gave me a 5 to 1 ratio, instead of a 4 to 1. But my rig is light, so it works out
just fine.

 

[ Home Page | Background | Equipment | Gallery | Maps | Discussion | Others | What's New ]

Comments to author: crisp@socrates.berkeley.edu
All contents copyright (C) 1998 by Charles C. Benton.
All rights reserved. Revised: Thursday, June 10, 1999

URL: http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_kapdiscuss/00000240.htm

Re: Rig Construction Questions?

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_kapdiscuss/00000240.htm [11/7/1999 6:09:15 PM]

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/kapdiscuss_post.htm
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/kapdiscuss_post.htm?576
http://www.erols.com/ramirault
http://www.ced.berkeley.edu/~cris/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
mailto:crisp@socrates.berkeley.edu


[ Contents | Search | Post | Reply | Next | Previous | Up ]

Re: Rig Construction Questions?
From: Mark Frasier
Date: 5/4/99
Time: 4:06:44 PM
Remote Name: 198.144.141.25

Comments

You can also get plastic gears of the right size and ratio from Edmund Scientific... at least you could a
few months ago. I just went to the website (www.edsci.com) and couldn't find 'em. I salvaged the gears
for my rig from a used laser printer cartridge. I got the idea from someone on the web, but I can't
remember whom.
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Re: Rig Construction Questions?
From: Glenn Nelson
Date: 4/29/99
Time: 9:36:00 AM
Remote Name: 165.227.36.13

Comments

I went to Motion Industries in Watsonville - they are a distributor of small to medium size parts for
industrial use - any urban area should have such places. I sat down and perused the gear catalogs which
gave exquisite details of each gear: inside diameter for shaft, number of teeth, pitch of teeth, angle of
teeth and more. There were gears with plastic body but aluminum teeth. Brass gears with platic insert.
One catalog was over 300 pages! I spent $50 to order 4 gears (2 sets for 4:1 ratio). OK, maybe this isn't
everyone's cup of tea, but I thought it was a good way to spend an hour!

The large gear (96 teeth) had an I.D. that perfectly fit a 1/4" carbon fiber rod - this connects to my
pendulum. The small gear (24 teeth) I epoxied to a servo wheel - you have to be sure to have it centered
and don't allow epoxy to get into the teeth! I modified the servo for continuous rotation. My gearing is
4:1, so that the rig pans relatively slow.

Note that my setup is opposite to what Cris Benton describes: he attaches the large gear to the servo
wheel and is obviously geared 1:4, so that a 90 degree rotation of the servo is 360 degree pan.

Further information: how I connect the pendulum shaft to the camera frame. On the frame I glued a wood
block with a hole slightly larger than the shaft. I inserted a brass tube into the wood, then glued this onto
the frame. The shaft with large gear fits into it and is held in place with a lynch pin. So when you're
shopping, the I.D. of the gear must be very close to the O.D. of a shaft, and you should find brass tubing
that has a I.D. that fits the shaft.
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Re: Rig Construction Questions?
From: David Hunt
Date: 4/23/99
Time: 12:38:23 AM
Remote Name: 206.105.205.238

Comments

Hobby Lobby also sells some nice combination gears that have the large and small gears together,
designed for gear trains. They are thinner than the gears used for R/C cars and would require more
precise alignment during the construction of the rig.
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Re: Rig Construction Questions?
From: Cris Benton
Date: 4/16/99
Time: 8:46:19 PM
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

I've been using gears from radio-controlled cars. It is easy to find a set with a ratio of around 1:4. The
smaller pinion gear has a small diameter though and this leads me to use a thin 6/32 bolt. You can find
the gears at any R/C Hobby Shop or through Tower Hobbies on the web.

Nicer gears are available through Small Parts Inc (see my catalog page) in 32 and 48 pitch.

My gear to servo attachment method has been to use small machine screws (also from the R/C car world)
to fasten the gears to a servo output wheel. This seems to work just fine as the machine screws are self
tapping as you screw them through a small pilot hole in the plastic.

Cheers
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what is a pendulum suspension?
From: Trudy Wohlleben
Date: 4/14/99
Time: 9:47:23 AM
Remote Name: 129.128.153.50

Comments

I understand how the picavet suspension works, and am building one myself. My current suspension is
similar to the picavet but uses sailing knots instead of pulleys. I think pulleys will be better, and increase
my number of clear shots to better than 50% (right now I get about 7-10 usable prints out of a roll of 24).

But I can't find a description of the rigid pendulum suspension. Can someone explain what it is to me? I
am most curious what it looks like (having heard of it) ... What is this mysterious thing, and why is the
picavet preferred?

Thanks, Trudy.
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Re: what is a pendulum suspension?
From: Mark Frasier
Date: 4/14/99
Time: 7:09:29 PM
Remote Name: 140.186.79.13

Comments

You can see a pendulum suspension on my web page: http://www.empire.net/~brockus

Basically it's a T with the horizontal and vertical parts connected by some sort of pivot. On mine, the
upper part is a flat plastic bar about a foot long with a stud at each end to wrap the kite line around. In the
middle of the upper part is a hole. The lower part (vertical member) is a carbon rod about 2 feet long with
a gear and a threaded rod at the bottom. At the top of the vertical is a small L shaped bracket. The top of
the rod is epoxied into a hole in the horizontal leg of the bracket, and there is a hole in the vertical leg. I
put a bolt thru the hole in the bracket and the hole in the middle of the top part and tighten a nut onto it
with enough tension to slightly dampen the swing but still allow the camera's weight to keep the rod
vertical.

I've had pretty good luck with it except in heavier wind. The wind can push the rig so that the vertical rod
doesn't hang straight down. That can make it tougher to aim and sets the horizon off-level. With a
picavet, when the wind pushes the rig it can swing back and still stay level.

I've taken a few 360 degree series of the horizon without adjusting the tilt of the camera for wind and I
didn't run into any problems with "swing-back". I've also taken a bunch of straight down shots without
much blurring from sway. I definately find that the sharpest photos have been done in lighter winds, and
I usually attribute that to less vibration and bounce, since the line usually sags quite a bit.

I don't use any sort of "steady vane"... I'm not even sure how they work... but some people use them, I
guess. Some folks also have more elaborate ways to dampen the swing, which may work better, but mine
is good for my purposes and is easy and cheap to build.

I built a test picavet, mostly to see how they work, from PVC. I made the "pulleys" from bent paper clips.
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The line I used was a faily coarse braid of 80 lb Dacron and didn't slide easily thru the clips, so the
suspension didn't stay level. I think I'll try again with thicker wire and some nice, slippery spectra.

I've been very pleased with the results of my pendulum rig and I was able to build it from parts I had
around the house in one evening.
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Re: what is a pendulum suspension?
From: John Edwards  edw1@azstarnet.com
Date: 4/23/99
Time: 10:19:53 AM
Remote Name: 198.22.133.110

Comments

Re: dampening the swing - As a proud owner of an old (and disassembled) 1927 Austin Seven motorcar,
I was quite surprised to find the shock absorbers were 4-5 inch cork disks pressed between metal plates,
and arranged so that the tension can be varied on the center bolt. It would seem that this method would
allow a simple way to vary tension to control the swing.
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Alkaline Batteries for Receiver
From: glennn@ix.netcom.com
Date: 4/9/99
Time: 1:12:31 PM
Remote Name: 165.227.36.13

Comments

Why not use alkaline cells instead of Ni-Cad for the receiver? I believe they're lighter, and given the
voltage difference you'd only need 3 alkaline to 4 ni-cad. The plastic battery holder might make up for
the difference, however. What about their lifetime?
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Need: No-pan rig & kite
From: ami@comports.com
Date: 4/2/99
Time: 6:02:28 PM
Remote Name: 128.104.216.142

Comments

Hi all-I have a few years worth of AE, and have been browsing them to try to find the rig I (think I) need.
I would appreciate any tips or recommendations.I work on an archaeological site in Northern Chile. We
need overheads of crop fields. The subjects will therefore be immobile. In the morning (<9:00) there is
15-20 mph West wind and high hazey clouds. In the afternoon (after 4:30) there is 20-30 mph east wind,
and light amounts of blown sand. Due to the macro-location of the site, I need a highly portable rig- I
hope to fit the whole thing in my (very large) backpack along with a tent, my clothes, etc. I don't think I
need much in the way of panning, since we need overhead more than we need horizon shots. Perhaps I
am wrong.Currently I don't have a kite that will be adequate. (Unless there is a good rig for a stunt kite)
The wind is fairly steady, but there are brief puffs. The assignment is simple, but we won't be able to
develop the film until it is too late to reshoot.So, any advice on:1) Camera 2) Kite3) Line4) Rig?I will be
paying out of pocket, and would prefer not to go over $600 for the whole package. In addition, I need to
assemble the package and shoot a few test rolls before I leave on June 12. I don't have much experience
with electronics , so anything that I have to build myself would have to be appropriate for a clever
beginner.Thanks for any feedback.-Adamami@comports.com
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Re: Need: No-pan rig & kite
From: Cris Benton
Date: 4/2/99
Time: 6:39:16 PM
Remote Name: 136.152.88.7

Comments

Hello Adam,

Sounds like an interesting application. If you plan to take shots pointing straight downward then you can
probably dispense with controls for pan and tilt. I would still lean toward radio control for triggering the
shutter. This lets you select moments when the camera cradle is relatively still for your exposures. If you
use an intervalometer then it is catch as catch can.

Given your budget and packing requirements I would recommend the Yashica T4 camera. Using this
camera your rig should be just over a pound in weight. This would be easily lifted by a Sutton 16 with a
stabilizing tail in the winds you describe. The bonus is that Sutton and tail roll up to pack as a very small
package.

If you are interested I have recently posted a WWW page suggesting specific gear and sources for those
develing KAP-related research proposals.
<http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/supplies2.html>

Good luck to you.

Cris
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re: woops,about that winch
From: hupalmer@msn.com
Date: 4/1/99
Time: 2:47:59 PM
Remote Name: 193.149.95.135

Comments

Eagle-eyed Simon Harbord spotted something about my winch made out of a child's bike, from my
garbled recipe, which I had forgotten even tho' I can see the thing : the entire front fork assembly has to
be taken out and put back completely upside down.That way, you can sit comfortably on the handlebars
and work the "manuals" - the chainwheel is uppermost. The funny little wheel that clamps on where the
saddle used to live, and turns through that all-important 90 degrees, is now downmost, and runs along the
ground in an arc, to support the rear wheel and the kiteline as it follows the erratic side to side motions of
the kite (my kite, anyway) across the sky.

Soave s'il vento

Hugh Palmer
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Insurance
From: rshell@porthill.com
Date: 4/1/99
Time: 11:10:32 AM
Remote Name: 212.1.132.165

Comments

posted in rec.kites as well - only 2 replies so far!

Most kite flying associations appear to have some form of insurance attached to themselves for meetings.
How do single flyers stand on insurance when not at a club meeting Are they still insured by the clubs
insurance scheme. Do aerial photograhy from kites need extra coverage would appreciate your
consisered views rs
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Wind Speed Indicators?
From: glennn@ix.netcom.com
Date: 3/30/99
Time: 2:58:53 PM
Remote Name: 165.227.36.13

Comments

What are some simple means of estimating wind speed before flying my kite? For example, how does a
flag appear at different speeds? Does it depend on the size of the flag? What about viewing the tops of
trees? How much they blow depends on the size of leaves and strength of branches. Can anyone tell me
how to estimate wind speed by observing eucalyptus trees?
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Re: Wind Speed Indicators?
From: Trudy Wohlleben (tmw2@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca)
Date: 4/1/99
Time: 10:36:52 AM
Remote Name: 129.128.153.50

Comments

Try the Beaufort Wind Scale that sailors use. It's descriptive (flags, trees moving, etc.). You can find it
on the internet.
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A winch recipe
From: hupalmer@msn.com
Date: 3/29/99
Time: 11:48:26 PM
Remote Name: 194.69.105.77

Comments

Re: a really good winch

I have had several emails asking for details, of the winch I use for kite aerial photography. It provides a
higher degree of safety (fingers, 3 parties, precious cameras) and above all the opportunity to wander
about downwind and get a good idea where the camera rig is and what it is doing.

I don't have a picture of this homespun monstrosity, which may be a good thing as the sight of it might
put off the faint-hearted or aesthetically minded, so I'll attempt to give the recipe as succinctly as I can .

Ingredients:

1 small child's bicycle free outside any candy store, or still very reasonably in the local newspaper· . ·
Plastic tubing ¾ inch inside diameter, designed for cabling Jubilee Clips Those circular metal straps you
tighten with a little built in screw. Plastic Wheel Diameter 4 inches, 1¼ inches wide, with rod for axle.
Aluminium Sheet 1/16th inch thick.

Method:

Take bicycle, remove baskets, bells and stabiliser wheels. Discard. Remove front wheel. Discard Remove
handlebar grips. Reserve. Remove front brake, and ail associated cables, controls and levers. Discard.
Remove rear brake control, shorten cable and attach to downtube of frame, with jubilee clip if necessary.
Saw off handlebars to 4 inches from steering column on either side. Re-fit handlebar grips. File away
lugs where front brake used to attach to front forks. File away flanges at fork-ends where front wheel hub
used to attach. Carry on filing or grinding until end of each fork has a murderous point. Remove saddle
covering to expose wire framework. Loosen saddle tilt adjustment nut. Tilt nose of saddle downwards
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until parallel with saddle column. Cut, bend and hammer until you can strap saddle nose to saddle
column with jubilee clip. Use rear saddle stays(now pointing upwards) as forks for your plastic wheel
(mine terminated in handy loops through which I passed the axle rod). Twist saddle column through 90
degrees, plastic wheel should now be exactly across original axis of bicycle. Cut away rubber grips of
pedals. Continue cutting away until swivelling remainder of pedal fits comfortably to the hand. Bind with
tape to desired level of grip and comfort. Remove rear tyre and tube. Measure from centre of rear hub to
inside surface of wheel rim. With this radius, draw a circle on the aluminium sheet. Draw a second circle
outside the first circle, with a radius greater by 1¼ inches. Inside the inner circle mark out ¾ inch square
tabs at intervals that correspond to the spaces outside every other spoke on the wheel rim. Cut out this
circular flange around the outer circle, and round the inner circle, cutting round each of the square tabs.
Bend the tabs at 90 degrees to the flange. Each tab can be positioned in the space between every other
spoke, when the flange is fitted where the tyre used to go. There is no way unfortunately to fit the flange
without cutting it first! Drill and pop rivet to fix each tab to the rim. Repeat with a second circular flange,
and attach opposite the first. Thread kite line through hole left by tube valve. Secure line end to nearest
spoke. Wind desired length of line onto rear wheel. Cut two 8 inch sections of plastic tubing. Jam onto
front forks to keep murderous spikes from entering your person.

Use : Choose launch site. Position front forks upwind and rear wheel downwind. Remove plastic tubing
and plunge forks into ground (Same way round as a sabre-tooth tiger’s sabre teeth). Carefully unreel
about thirty feet of line and jam a plastic tube between rear forks to prevent further unreeling. Launch
kite, remove plastic tube and use pedals to let out required line length, reinsert tube. In case of runaway
wheel situation, use remaining fingers to operate emergency rear wheel brake. To retrieve kite, sit on
handlebars (now seat) and operate pedals (now manuals).

I have added two modifications to the above : After finding the pull of a 20 square foot parafoil quite
hard on the arms in a lively breeze, I consulted my local bike shop and ordered a huge gear for the rear
hub. At 6 inches diameter and with 36 teeth, it actually has the same dimensions as the chainwheel, and
hauling in is very smooth and easy. Using the idea of a yachting fairlead, I carved a hardwood block for
the kiteline to run through, it is attached to two arms made of 1/8th inch thick wire, which are attached
to, and swivel from, the two holes where the rear mudguard stays used to be attached. This block helps
prevent the line slipping out from the flanges and tying itself round the hub, which is incredibly
disastrous, and I look to you superior design beings to figure out a way of banishing the possibility
forever…. It does tend to happen when the line is not under full load, as I found out whenever I tried to
use pedal power to launch an unwilling kite on a too-calm day.

I’d like to post some results when I get more digital, it’s been such an inspiration seeing everyone’s
pictures and reading all the adventures! Thanks for this brilliant website.

Soave s’il vento

Hugh Palmer
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KAP Rig Weight
From: John Edwards, KAPper-in-training
Date: 3/29/99
Time: 3:38:45 PM
Remote Name: 198.22.133.110

Comments

Have really enjoyed gleaning from these and other pages in the KAP sphere, and am still getting the
various gadgets together to give it a try myself. In planning my cradle, it occurred to me that lighter may
not be the best direction to go, in terms of the extra mass contributing a steadying inertia to movements
on the line. This may have been discussed to extinction before, but "I got here as soon as I could".
Comments ??
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Re: KAP Rig Weight
From: Peter Bults
Date: 4/23/99
Time: 2:12:29 PM
Remote Name: 195.121.201.38

Comments

Getting the rig up and fly it comfortably comes first, damping swing is third or so. In other word I
believe the keeping the weight down is very important in rig building.

Good luck!
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Melissa Virus
From: John Edwards
Date: 3/29/99
Time: 3:28:18 PM
Remote Name: 198.22.133.110

Comments

Glad to see these pages are back - thought the virus had grabbed you by the server.
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KAP without rig or remote at 80N
From: Trudy Wohlleben
Date: 3/23/99
Time: 10:52:39 AM
Remote Name: 129.128.153.50

Comments

Hello -

The day I found this web page, I knew KAP would become a valuable tool in all my future work. I live in
Edmonton, Canada (56N) and work up on Ellesmere Island (80N) studying glaciers. Crevasse patterns
and supraglacial meltwater streams are just 2 of the features I can monitor using KAP. By fixing
light-weight temperature/pressure/RH sensors to my kite I can also monitor atmospheric variables.

My main problem is that fingers stick to metal at -35C, and batteries tend to die. Also, the less gear, the
better, and the less time with any part of your body (face, hands) exposed playing around with it, the
better.

I have found it easiest to use a camera which has an "interval" shooting option ... ie. where you can
specify a time interval and the camera automatically takes shots at these times. This way you don't have
to worry about remotely triggering anything - just send up the kite and let the camera take the shots.
Samsung is the only one I found that makes light-weight cameras in my price range (~$250 Cdn) with
interval shooting. I sewed a snug-fitting nylon case for the camera (open front for the lens + flash) and
from the 4 back corners of this case are strings which come together (to form a sort of pyramid out of
string) in a knot. I then use a mini-carabiner to fix this to a loop in the kite string approximately 50'
below the kite itself.

My only (occasional) problem is that when it gets too cold (-20C to -40C) the external shutter on the
camera sometimes doesn't fully open when the time comes for one of its pre-set shots.

However, one great thing about the great white north is no ceilings!! I can use 2000' string, no problem.
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Thanks for the great page, and the most inspiring ideas!

Trudy Wohlleben (tmw2@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca)
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Re: KAP without rig or remote at 80N
From: Carl Bigras
Date: 3/31/99
Time: 6:33:11 AM
Remote Name: 167.33.21.2

Comments

Glad to hear of other KAP'ers going to the great white north. I think the cause for your shutter problem is
due to the lubrication. Cameras are manufactured to operate at temperatures ~-5°C to 35°C. We
occasionally send our Hasselblads to be lubricated for winter use. Ask your local camera repair shop if
they can do this for you. Batteries don't work well in sub-zero temperatures, alkaline batteries are rated to
-20°C. Have you looked at Lithium batt., they have a high energy density, are rated to -40°C, lighter but
more expensive.

Received an email from Carsten Braun (University Massachusetts), He will also be on Ellesmere Island
this summer. I hope you meet, but don't crash into each other. :-) Carl Bigras (carl_bigras@pch.gc.ca)
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Visitor's Gallery
From: Simon Harbord
Date: 3/21/99
Time: 3:26:49 AM
Remote Name: 195.92.194.103

Comments

I've recently added a visitor's KAP Gallery to my website so if you'd like me to display your favourite
pictures, send them to me with a short description in JPG format and I'll post them and link to your
website if you have one. There's nothing there yet, so you could be first !

Send pics to: sim@harb85.freeserve.co.uk

Home page http://www.harb85.freeserve.co.uk/kaphome.htm

Simon
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Remote Video & System Weight
From: Joe Shrader
Date: 3/9/99
Time: 5:35:44 PM
Remote Name: 206.83.73.216

Comments

Hello!

I've enjoyed this site for a couple of years now, and revisit it often for it's technical information -

As a professional photographer, I have been using tethered blimps (18' to 21') to carry my cameras
skyward - but flying in wind over 10-12 mph gets a little exciting! So, I'm looking for other avenues to
extend my "working weather" - hence my post -

I have a r/c pan/tilt unit which I use for 35mm and 120 cameras, complete with a 2.4 ghz wireless video
on board (so I can see what the camera sees) the whole rig, complete with batteries will probably weigh
in a 5-8 lbs depending on the camera I'm flying.

Question 1: What size/type of kite is the most reliable and stable for lifting this weight? It appears from
this discussion group that the Sutton Flowform is a clear winner(?)

Question 2: Is anyone else out there using remote video to point and control their cameras?

Thanks for the help! check out my website at http://www.birdseyeview.net for my personal arsenal of
aircraft...

Joe
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Re: Remote Video & System Weight
From: jean-edouardc@arcadis.be
Date: 3/11/99
Time: 9:51:59 AM
Remote Name: 194.88.124.16

Comments

i thing that you could gain some weight on your rig. With a 35mm slr my complete rig with video
transmitter is between 3 and 4 Lbs. It seems that most other Kapers are at about the same result.
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Need help to find a special equipment
From: Yi Pei
Date: 3/1/99
Time: 7:30:01 PM
Remote Name: 12.79.50.230

Comments

Equipment for TV station or film shooting. Moble or trailor. The working station can lift 1200 lb. The
maxum working height is about 100 feet with lighting system. Please re. : z-p@worldnet.att.net Thanks
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Re: Need help to find a special equipment
From: Cris Benton
Date: 3/4/99
Time: 2:25:53 PM
Remote Name: 169.229.39.124

Comments

By any measure that would take a large kite -- perhaps a Sutton 8000.
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New KAP Photos
From: Bob Brown rbrown3rd@mindspring.com
Date: 2/28/99
Time: 10:01:57 AM
Remote Name: 165.117.54.217

Comments

Each year the city of Lake Worth, Florida has a street painting festival. I just posted some interesting
KAP images that I acquired at this years festival. Enjoy them at
http://www.bbbrown.com/bbbrown.kap.html

Bob
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Re: New KAP Photos (URL Correction)
From: Bob Brown
Date: 2/28/99
Time: 10:17:11 AM
Remote Name: 165.117.54.217

Comments

Sorry about the first post but somehow a period instead of a slash crept into the URL. Use
http://www.bbbrown.com/bbbrown/kap.html instead. Sorry for the typo in the first message.
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Still *another* KAP web page!
From: Richard Amirault
Date: 2/26/99
Time: 4:10:51 PM
Remote Name: 207.172.241.58

Comments

After getting inspiration seeing Mark Frasier's rig, I decided to upgrade from a 'manual' rig to a r/c
controlled rig. Have also started a KAP website at:

http://www.tiac.net/users/amirault

Have posted 3 shots taken this past weekend.
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Re: Still *another* KAP web page!
From: Richard Amirault
Date: 2/28/99
Time: 7:48:28 PM
Remote Name: 207.172.240.169

Comments

Have modified my rig photos page so that clicking on pic will bring up a larger view, for more detail.
These are the pics of my rig, not (at least not yet) the pics *shot* with the rig.
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Viewfinder Idea
From: bob.lindell@medtronic.com
Date: 2/23/99
Time: 7:34:50 AM
Remote Name: 144.15.249.33

Comments

Hello all! As i'm finishing up my kite and my rig , i'm already thinking of ways to improve. i should just
concentrate on getting my first rig up in the air first, but i can't help it.

as i see it, the biggest problem i'll have (and i'm sure lots of people have) is that you get the kite up, get
the rig up, take a bunch of pictures of your subject, get the film developed and find out that through the
whole roll of film you've been off a couple of degrees off to the left and all you got was the grass to the
left of the (substitute your favorite subject here). i'm sure this is frustrating. i've seen some ideas based on
putting a wireless compact video camera on the rig and using that for a view finder, that's probably the
optimal setup since you can see exactly what the camera sees. but it seems awfully expensive and
complex (and maybe heavy too!!) so, here's my idea. here in the 'states' these little laser pointers have
become bery popular and cheap. i think they use a red class II laser, not enough to do any damage to
anything. they're *supposed* to be used for pointing to charts and things... but leave it to school kids to
use them to flash teachers in the eyes and whatnot. anyway, these little gizmos are really compact, i have
one that i picked up that runs off 3 tiny watch batteries and is smaller than a AA battery. it cost me only
about $35 US. this particular one i use as a sight on my paintball gun, so i started wondering if it couldn't
be used to aim my KAP rig as well. it could be turned on, mounted on the rig and "sighted in" to the
center of what will be the picture by looking through the viewfinder and pointing it at something, then
adjusting it till the red dot shows direct center. then, when you lift the rig with the camera you'll have a
red dot on the center of your subject. with a little thought i don't think it'd be a difficult task to get the
laser to disengage at the same moment as the picture is being taken.

there are some problems though. the laser i have isn't strong enough to be seen very well in strong
sunlight, so once you get your rig up, you may not be able to see a red dot at all. my brother has a more
expensive unit that shows up fairly well in all conditions, but then again you'd be dealing with too much
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cost.

another problem would be that the slight sway of the rig on the kiteline would be exaggerated many
times by the laser dot on the ground. so, if the rig was moving 1/4 inch side to side and it was 300 feet
away from the subject, the laser dot would be moving.... alot more. it might be moving fast enough and
far enough that you may not be able to see it on the ground at all.

there's also the most complecated thing to explain, since you only see the laser when it actually makes
contact with a surface (unless it's foggy out or something.. not good for KAP anyway) you may not be
able to find the red dot at all anyway. so if you're trying to take a picture of the horizon with a church
steeple in the foreground, the laser would be pointing almost parrallel to the ground, it wouldn't be hitting
anything (at least not where you can see it) so it would be useless.

I just read Simon Harbord's kap site and found a page about robotic KAP, using an intilligent agent to
take the pictures. (see the page at http://www.harb85.freeserve.co.uk/mindstor/mindstor.htm) He talks
about the possibility of using light sensors and filters to make the robotic rig take pictures of a subject by
itself by seeking the object of the correct brightness level. maybe it would be possible to use a laser to
mark a KAP target in the same way that the new "Smart Bombs" do. the robot would seek and track the
laser dot.

anyway, just a thought, a technique that i hadn't heard explored yet. maybe someone out there alot
smarter than i am will take this and run with it, making all of our kapping more successful.

-- Bob LinDell
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Re: Viewfinder Idea - Xenon Flasher
From: Scott Jex
Date: 3/18/99
Time: 3:48:32 PM
Remote Name: 209.161.10.136

Comments

Hi Bob-- I'm going through the same process right now. Rather than using a laser pointer (due to all the
problems you address) I am thinking of buying a bright zenon stobe light (like model 698 from from the
Into the Wind Catalog). I'll take it apart and mount the bulb in the end of a narrow tube. This tube would
be mounted below the camera, and the flashing light would only show up at the target when the tube was
more or less pointing directly at you. You would know it is in position when you look up and clearly see
the zenon flash. The zenon light should be bright enough to be seen against a bright sky, and it's powered
by just two AA batteries. Of course this still requires someone at the target to look up at the rig.
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Re: Viewfinder Idea - Xenon Flasher
From: Simon Harbord
Date: 3/19/99
Time: 3:03:23 AM
Remote Name: 206.241.18.4

Comments

I found one of these a couple of years ago, and adapted it. There is a picture on Cris's page here:
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/shlight.html

Certainly from a concept point of view it seemed right, though I never did fly it. One reason being that
now I tend to be attached to the system, rather than anchoring it, so don't often stand at the subject
location for shooting. The unit shown on the page is designed to take a C size 1.5v cell, but works
perfectly well with a single AA size. It was bought in the UK from Tandy (US Radio Shack?) Simon

 

[ Home Page | Background | Equipment | Gallery | Maps | Discussion | Others | What's New ]

Comments to author: crisp@socrates.berkeley.edu
All contents copyright (C) 1998 by Charles C. Benton.
All rights reserved. Revised: Friday, March 19, 1999

URL: http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_kapdiscuss/00000211.htm

Re: Viewfinder Idea - Xenon Flasher

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_kapdiscuss/00000211.htm [11/7/1999 6:10:09 PM]

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/kapdiscuss_post.htm
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/kapdiscuss_post.htm?529
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/shlight.html
http://www.ced.berkeley.edu/~cris/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
mailto:crisp@socrates.berkeley.edu


[ Contents | Search | Post | Reply | Next | Previous | Up ]

Re: Viewfinder Idea
From: hans.wiebosch@capitolonline.nl
Date: 3/5/99
Time: 6:10:45 PM
Remote Name: 195.121.16.180

Comments

Hello Bob,

K.A.P. does not go well with science fiction, if you want to keep it low budget, just use common sense. I
also got frustrated with disapointing results and so I worked out a better way of taking aerial pictures.
Maybe a visit to my homepage can be of any help and if so, leave a message in my guestbook! you can
find my homepage at http://users.capitolonline.nl/~nlco8227/

regards, Hans wiebosch.
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Re: Viewfinder Idea
From: David Hunt
Date: 2/23/99
Time: 5:44:22 PM
Remote Name: 206.105.205.197

Comments

I recently completed a survey of KAPers and what method they have used to facilitate the aiming of the
camera rig. I had one other respondant besides Simon Harbard who had tried laser pointers he used a
laser sight designed for a rifle he was unable to see the laser spot with it and it now enjoys a lovely perch
back atop his rifle.

Our church has a remotely operated video camera that has a small device that can be attached to someone
and the camera will track to the device. It operates on infared. I'm not sure of the max range but we tested
it at about 100ft. Someone may be able to develop a system using infared. One draw back that was
apparent with the video system that I mentioned is that the detector even though it had a narrow field of
detection at great distances from the camera the subject would have to move to the edge of the field
before it caused a response from the camera at 100 feet this could require a motion of 4 ft. either side of
center. This was a problem only if the camera was zoomed in on wide angle shots this was not as
distracting. Since most KAP is taken with wider angle lens this method might prove effective.

 

[ Home Page | Background | Equipment | Gallery | Maps | Discussion | Others | What's New ]

Re: Viewfinder Idea

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_kapdiscuss/00000206.htm (1 of 2) [11/7/1999 6:10:12 PM]

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/kapdiscuss_post.htm
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/kapdiscuss_post.htm?518
http://www.ced.berkeley.edu/~cris/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html


[ Contents | Search | Post | Reply | Next | Previous | Up ]

Re: Viewfinder Idea
From: rbrown@mindspring.com (Bob)
Date: 2/23/99
Time: 10:44:49 AM
Remote Name: 141.232.1.10

Comments

Bob, I had the same idea and went so far as to buy a small laser pointer. It is now on my keychain as I
ran into the same problems you had. I too feel that it would be possible to position a target transmitter in
a location and have some technology to track that target. Of course the constant tracking would shorten
battery life on the rig but if you could quickly get your shots it would all average out. I will vist the URL
you included in your post. Feel free to use my email address to share any thoughts you might have on the
subject.

Bob
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Another new KAP Website - Simon Harbord
From: Simon
Date: 2/21/99
Time: 9:17:00 AM
Remote Name: 195.92.197.42

Comments

I finally decided to post a lot of stuff I've been writing in htm for a long time now.It is only recently
posted and still has lots of work to be done. I'd appreciate any comments at all. URL is
http://www.harb85.freeserve.co.uk/ Please e-mail me direct with comments at
sim@harb85.freeserve.co.uk

Thanks Simon
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Australian High School KAP site has moved
From: Jeff Ralph
Date: 2/16/99
Time: 5:57:18 AM
Remote Name: 203.17.224.247

Comments

Hi folks...

Just a note to let you know the Parramatta High School site has moved. 340-odd pages in total, we
feature about 90 pages of KAP-related info, including: KAP images, KAP stereographs (cross, parallel
and anaglyph - though only a few) kites: flowforms, DC, Rok, Conyne, Camera setups: clockwork,
Picavet ...and so on... Have a look!

www.faxmentis.nsw.edu.au

(fax mentis = the torch of the mind... first two words of our motto.)

Jeff
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Re: Australian High School KAP site has moved
From: Jeff Ralph
Date: 2/16/99
Time: 6:06:50 AM
Remote Name: 203.17.224.247

Comments

More info (sorry)

After entering site from home page

http://faxmentis.nsw.edu.au

click on the "images" link at left, then

click on the "kites" link at the bottom of the list.

(or is that obvious?)
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a really good winch
From: hupalmer@msn.com
Date: 2/10/99
Time: 10:13:19 PM
Remote Name: 193.149.82.203

Comments

I've just started aerial photography from kites, it's so excellent to have all this information on the internet,
and superb examples to spur a beginner onwards. Although my rig is somewhat crude, I've had great fun
trying to fly it. I have just tried to graduate from a Canon Elph to a Contax G1, terrible results so far
because my servos/and or battery power can't cope with the increased weight, but I am persevering. I
want to set the aperture and thus get the best shutter speeds so I can use 100 ASA film and get
publishable results. One thing I do have which I have never seen a reference to, is a very sturdy winch
apparatus which I anchor into the ground so that I can walk about under my rig and see what it's playing
at. I developed this winch from a child's bike and it has enabled me to deal with many tricky situations in
safety, most especially launching a big kite in a confined space (not much wind about)and then trying to
get it down again when it has got up to clean wind and is trying to pull my arms out. Anyone else use
something like this?

Soave il vento...

Hugh Palmer
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Transmitter Frequencies
From: David
Date: 2/8/99
Time: 1:46:33 PM
Remote Name: 206.175.230.83

Comments

Greetings, I am getting close to purchasing a radio and was wondering what the wisdom on frequencies
is. One would assume you would want an aircraft frequency. But I have been told that a hobbyshop
owner suggested a surface frequency as not to conflict with fliers. I don't want to be illegal but it does
make sense. Any input out there people?
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Re: Transmitter Frequencies (Further suggestions)
From: Thomas Bennett
Date: 2/10/99
Time: 9:36:08 PM
Remote Name: 208.195.225.36

Comments

I just went to the Ft. Wayne IN airplane club's monthly meeting and asked about the frequency question.
They recommend using the ground frequency because the kite is anchored to the ground or a
ground-based object. Or perhaps try using the 75 MHz band. If you change bands, you need to check
your equipment first. A RC system is usually set up to work for the band that the unit's original crystals
operated on. What I was told was to install the alternate crystals, make sure the Tx and Rx batteries are
fully charged, screw the Tx antenna off, stand about 10' from the receiver and try it. If it works you
should be OK.
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Re: Transmitter Frequencies (AMA Response)
From: Thomas Bennett
Date: 2/18/99
Time: 6:36:43 PM
Remote Name: 208.195.225.37

Comments

I contacted the AMA and this is the answer I got:

Thomas, our recomendation for frequency is the 27 MHz band or 49 MHz band. 27 MHz is the more
logical choice, it has no restrictions and would be available for most radios. I hope this helps.

We came to this after studying CFR 47 part 95.

Steve Kaluf Technical Director Academy of Model Aeronautics http://www.modelaircraft.org/
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Re: USA Transmitter Freq (AMA Response)
From: Cris Benton
Date: 2/19/99
Time: 8:25:35 AM
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

This has been an interesting thread and I agree that ground frequencies would be more benign for our
application. It was kind of Steve Kaluf, Technical Director Academy of Model Aeronautics, to respond
to your inquiry. I have often wondered how broad the language was in FCC regulations assigning
specific frequencies to model aircraft. Is our tethered kite camera a "model aircraft"? In looking at the
CFR 47 part 95 cited by Steve the language is broad indeed and would easily include our apparati. I
would if more stringent language exists elsewhere?

The Code of Federal Regulations Title 47 Telecommunication -- Part 95 - Personal radio services can be
found on the WWW at http://www.rcic.com/reg/fcc/fccpt95.htm

Cheers
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Re: Transmitter Frequencies
From: Bob Pebly
Date: 2/9/99
Time: 4:40:21 AM
Remote Name: 32.97.136.236

Comments

A lot of people assume that since they are transmitting to a device in the air that they should get an air
frequency. The point of breaking up the frequencies (at least in my mind) is to avoid interference and
isolate the air frequencies so everybody else won't cause a crash. For this reason, I use a ground
frequency with my KAP rig.
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Re: Transmitter Frequencies +e mail new address
From: Simon Harbord
Date: 2/9/99
Time: 2:03:00 AM
Remote Name: 206.241.18.4

Comments

David, my assumption I guess is you are US based, many of the readers of this group are all over the
world, and it might help when asking these type of country specific questions, to state where you are.
Certainly for KAPpers travelling from country to country a list of legal frequencies for each country
would be a useful resource that would be useful posted on this or one of the other KAP web sites.

I'll post some UK frequencies if others could do likewise? best regards Simon Harbord

PS I'm now net connected at home, my address:

sim@harb85.freeserve.co.uk

(I may even get round to posting the web stuff I've been writing the last 18 months.)
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Re: Transmitter Frequencies (Ask AMA)
From: Thomas Bennett
Date: 2/8/99
Time: 5:50:59 PM
Remote Name: 208.195.225.54

Comments

Try asking the AMA, the ones who own the site of this year's AKA Convention. They should know.

This is their link: http://www.modelaircraft.org/

If you do contact them, you might ask about if you come to the AKA Convention if whether or not you
need to be an AMA member to use your RC rig on their site during the Convention. My guess is they
will say that you do.
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Re: Transmitter Frequencies (Ask AMA)
From: Thomas Bennett
Date: 2/8/99
Time: 5:48:57 PM
Remote Name: 208.195.225.54

Comments

Try asking the AMA, the ones who own the site of this year's AKA Convention. They should know.

This is their link: http://www.modelaircraft.org/
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Re: Transmitter Frequencies
From: Rick Inzero, rdi@cci.com
Date: 2/8/99
Time: 2:02:53 PM
Remote Name: 192.7.1.12

Comments

If you have a choice, I'd go with the hobbyshop's opinion and get a surface frequency. If you accidentally
stomp on somebody's surface toy control, chances are nobody's going to get hurt; not so with model
aircraft if it comes down.
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My KAP page updated
From: Mark Frasier
Date: 2/5/99
Time: 4:43:38 PM
Remote Name: 140.186.78.240

Comments

Hi!

I updated my KAP site a while back but was unable to post here at the time. I've added a few nice
up-close shots of two matched dynakite 12-stacks in the air.

Looking forward to any comments!

Mark.
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Re: My KAP page updated
From: rbrown3rd@mindspring.com
Date: 2/8/99
Time: 10:20:02 AM
Remote Name: 141.232.1.10

Comments

Mark, How about a URL for your site?

Thanks,

Bob Brown
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Re: My KAP page updated w/URL
From: Mark Frasier
Date: 2/10/99
Time: 6:19:49 PM
Remote Name: 140.186.78.216

Comments

Oops... http://www.empire.net/~brockus

Thanks, Bob!
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Update
From: Cris Benton
Date: 2/1/99
Time: 8:18:44 PM
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

Here is an update on the KAP WWW site and matters KAP on the Benton front.

The KAP WWW site has been regrettably moribund for the last few months. This is, in part, due to the
vagaries of hosting this rather large site on donated server space. My Department of Architecture has
kindly allowed the KAP site to grow on its succession of servers. This has taken some patience on their
part. I remember, for instance, a rather directly stated inquiry from the dean when Netscape listed the
KAP site in What's Cool. Netscape's act led to a thousand-fold increase in traffic and so tied up our
server that the dean (and many others) could not get their e-mail. So as a guest of sorts on the system, we
are at times assigned a low priority. As you can imagine is sometimes difficult to make a case of urgency
for kite matters.

In a nutshell, our server (www-archfp) has been misbehaving for several months. These problems have
not affected the delivery of pages that already exist but instead prevent access for editing, maintenance
and additions of new material. For instance, I could not access the site as an author from the beginning of
December until mid-January. I am happy to report that I now have editing access.

Now it turns out that my authorship hiatus, and it really extends back to last summer, has been altogether
too relaxing. Thus I've been having a hard time re-engaging the site. This is not for lack of material - I
have 500 or so images selected and scanned, working notes for many of the unfinished pages, etc. So, it
will be interesting to see if I can get revved up again and active in managing the pages. Wish me good
luck.

BTW, the site's search feature is still down - I'm working on it.

I do very much appreciate recent posts to the discussion group. Keep it up.

Update
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New KAPper Need Transmitter Help
From: Scott Jex
Date: 1/31/99
Time: 8:01:08 PM
Remote Name: 209.161.10.116

Comments

I've been surfing the KAP sites for two solid days! Can anyone recommend a 4-channel transmitter
(Hitec Focus 4 FM?) that's easy to modify for KAP use? I assume disabling the joystick's self-centering
feature is the first priority. The Italian sites make this look pretty complicated. I suppose that no one
actually sells a unit with the controls we need? Long-winded replies are welcome!
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Re: New KAPper Need Transmitter Help
From: Richard Amirault
Date: 2/12/99
Time: 7:01:28 PM
Remote Name: 207.172.240.169

Comments

Hi everyone!

First a bit of history...I'm not new to KAP, having used a single channel radio (shutter) rig and then the
Samsung AF Slim (intervalometer) both with a manually aimed cradle. After seeing Mark Frazier's rig I
was sufficiently encouraged to make my own R/C rig which I have *just* completed (about two weeks
ago now) Some KAP photos are on my web page http://www.erols.com/ramirault and details of my rig
will soon follow.

As far as the need for two "non-spring" channels, my solution was to purchase a 6 channel radio. The
first 4 channels are the normal 'joystick' controls, one of which (throttle) does not have any spring. The
5th channel is a simple 'bat handled' toggle switch (might be used in the future for vert/horiz format
change or whatever) and the 6th channel is a rotating knob (like a volume control on a radio) that is
normally used for 'flaps'. This is the control that I used for my rotation servo (with 4 to 1 gear for 360
plus rotation)

As far as the freq (discussed in another thread), since I am a licenced ham radio operator I went with 50
Mhz.

Richard Amirault N1JDU Boston, MA, USA http://www.erols.com/ramirault
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Re: New KAPper Need Transmitter Help
From: Mark Frasier
Date: 2/5/99
Time: 4:39:22 PM
Remote Name: 140.186.78.240

Comments

I use a gear to attain 360 degree rotation. The rotation depends on the vertical position of the left stick.
The "magnification" of the gear is about 5:1 so a servo that rotates 90 degrees actually allows a bit more
than one full rotation. To make the system work, I had to take a spring out of the transmitter so the stick
wouldn't return to center and consequently return my rotation servo to 45 degrees. I kept all the springs in
the right stick and I use the right horizontal channel to turn the trigger servo (the servo turns and an arm
which pushes the shutter release button). In my case, not being an electronics whiz, it was easier to just
remove one spring from the transmitter. The bad part is that I might have a tough time getting the spring
back in if I ever wanted to use the transmitter for R/C airplanes.

Oh, by the way, you might want to try to find an R/C aircraft club and see if they know anyone who'd sell
you a used radio. I got a used futaba 4 channel radio, 3 servos, reciever and bettereies for $40 from a guy
who upgraded to a 6 channel setup.

Good luck, Mark
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Re: New KAPper Need Transmitter Help
From: David Hunt
Date: 2/1/99
Time: 1:51:31 PM
Remote Name: 206.105.205.200

Comments

Most 4 channel r/c units designed for airplanes have one channel that is not self centering. It is designed
for use with the throttle setting. I use this channel for my elevation servo. I have a modified pan servo
that operates continuously so I need a self centering control because the servo turns as long as it is not
centered. The 3rd channel(not necessarily channel 3) I use for my shutter servo, I use the channel that
shares the stick with the non-self centering control because it is easier to activate the shutter without
disturbing the stick in the perpendicular direction. I have one channel that I do not currently use now,
which could later be used for a format servo (horizontal/vertical). All this without any modification to the
transmitter.
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Kite Aerial Photography
From: Kitelines@aol.com
Date: 1/30/99
Time: 12:15:17 PM
Remote Name: 152.163.201.191

Comments

Dear fellow KAPer: As members of the American Kitefliers Association we will be hosting a website
dedicated to promoting kite aerial photography. It will have an international appeal by featuring each
month aerial photographs from KAPers all over the world. The photograph title and photographer name
will be noted on each photograph used for inclusion. We can only accept photos submitted by electronic
mail. We hope you will consider contributing some of your best work for inclusion in our webpage. This
will present a good opportunity to let other kite aerial photographers see your work. We hope to hear
from you soon. Thank you in advance. Kitelines.
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Olympus Stylus Epic
From: Bob Brown
Date: 1/27/99
Time: 12:44:41 PM
Remote Name: 141.232.1.10

Comments

Just thought I would let everyone know that I recently saw a Stylus Epic here in Florida at Eckerds Drugs
for $89.95. Best price I have seen yet.
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Visit my Homepage
From: Hans Wiebosch, NL
Date: 1/26/99
Time: 4:44:31 PM
Remote Name: 195.121.16.220

Comments

I am building a homepage on kite aerial photography, and I would like to share this with anybody who is
interested in this subject. On my homepage just 'click' on the K.A.P. button on the top of the page and
browse through my KAP pages. the adress is: http://users.capitolonline.nl/~nlco8227/index.htm

regards, Hans wiebosch
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Re: Visit my Homepage
From: Rick Inzero, rdi@cci.com
Date: 2/1/99
Time: 10:38:05 AM
Remote Name: 192.7.1.12

Comments

I liked your web page! I a question about the "Ouija board" KAP Calculator... Can you translate the chart
labels for us? I'm trying to figure out how to use it.

-Rick
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Re: Visit my Homepage
From: Hans Wiebosch
Date: 2/1/99
Time: 7:06:56 PM
Remote Name: 195.121.16.70

Comments

As I am getting more questions about my Ouijaboard, I will be adding an extra page to my web site as
soon as possible, explaning the basics of it. So until then you will have be a bit patient with me.

Regards, Hans wiebosch
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Re: Visit my Homepage
From: Tom Bennett
Date: 1/26/99
Time: 7:25:09 PM
Remote Name: 208.195.225.35

Comments

This is a good site. I like your K.A.P. Calculator. I have made a simple chart just for roughly figuring
kite altitude.
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Sutton 60 - Line
From: Pete Mikula
Date: 1/25/99
Time: 5:43:02 PM
Remote Name: 209.57.26.119

Comments

Just got my Sutton 60 and was wondering if anybody has a preference for line. I have 250# dacron, but
wonder if thats enough. Thanks for your response.
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Re: Sutton 60 - Line
From: michael@kitephotos.com
Date: 1/25/99
Time: 8:28:37 PM
Remote Name: 204.249.164.180

Comments

I use Berry Blue spectra 2000 400lb line. The strength is a little over kill but I prefer safe than sorry,
especially beacause the sutton 60 can generate an exceptional amount of pull. The Berry Blue line is blue
in color which helps it to blend into the sky.

Hope this helps.

Michael
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Re: Sutton 60 - Line
From: Richard Amirault
Date: 2/12/99
Time: 7:12:58 PM
Remote Name: 207.172.240.169

Comments

400lb line for a Flowform 60 is 'overkill'???

I think not. The 'standard' formula for parafoils is ten times the sq footage equals the pound line needed.
While this is, admittidly, a *very* rough guide you don't want your expensive kite (and camera rig)
disapearing in the distance some day.

I fly my 60 on 500lb line normally. If the wind is low, you certainly can get by with less, but what
happens if the wind unexpectedly picks up? Or the line develops a weak spot?

Richard Amirault...........N1JDU....... Boston, MA, USA

http://www.erols.com/ramirault
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Kites on Ice Festival
From: bob.lindell@medtronic.com
Date: 1/25/99
Time: 11:19:00 AM
Remote Name: 144.15.249.33

Comments

In my post below I said I've been running into problems making my kites, I think most of the problem
comes from never having seen any kites up close other than little plastic dime store kites and some sport
kites. Up here in Minnesota it's easy to feel distant from all the kiting action on the coasts.

But i stumbled across this page the other day: <a
href="http://www.madfest.org/kites.htm">http://www.madfest.org/kites.htm</a>

Seems that there's a kite festival in Madison Wisconsin!!! Now, this is still about 5 hours away from me
but it seems that some familiar KAP names will be attending: Brooks Leffler, <a
href="http://www.madfest.org/koi_kflyers.htm#cw">Craig Wilson</a>.

I'm really looking forward to seeing all the kites and taking part in a "local" event, it seems they are few
and far between up here. Maybe this will put some pressure on me to get my kite finished and my rig up
in the air.

Anyone else from the area thinking of making the trek??

-- Bob
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Links For Above Post
From: bob.lindell@medtronic.com
Date: 1/25/99
Time: 11:34:37 AM
Remote Name: 144.15.249.33

Comments

Seems it doesn't like embedded HTML, so here's the links to the sites i referred to:

Kites on Ice Festival, Madison Wisconsin: http://www.madfest.org/kites.htm

A direct link to Craig Wilson (Brooks Leffler is right above him):
http://www.madfest.org/koi_kflyers.htm#cw

-- Bob
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Activity!!
From: bob.lindell@medtronic.com
Date: 1/25/99
Time: 11:02:36 AM
Remote Name: 144.15.249.33

Comments

Great to see some activity here again. I come almost every day to look for new posts. I'd post myself but
I really don't have anything to say in regards to KAP since I haven't put up a camera yet. I've got a kite
halfway built and a rig almost completed. I got so far on my kite and got discouraged when i ran into
problems. I just purchased a book with some more detailed diagrams and got a book from the library
with some great simple plans and actual photos. These new books along with the recent activity have
really got me going again, hopefully I'l be hoisting my kite soon!!

-- Bob
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Re: Activity!!
From: Pete Mikula   -  mikula@jadeinc.com
Date: 1/25/99
Time: 6:15:30 PM
Remote Name: 209.57.26.71

Comments

Living her in SE Ohio, I feel alot the same, but have recently got my first couple of rolls of film back and
Wow, I'm amazed. Looking forward to some nicer weather to get some shots. Everything is so "dreary"
here in January. Now that I've figured out how to take the pictures, I need to figure out how to post them
on the internet. I guess I'm just a low tech guy in a high tech world, but when I get it figured out, I'll
show you some of my work. Thanks to all for the help in building my rig. Still learning, Pete Mikula /
mikula@jadeinc.com
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Mathematics lesson
From: Paul Cooper
Date: 1/21/99
Time: 5:41:24 AM
Remote Name: 209.244.19.191

Comments

Having recently stumbled across the notion of KAP'ing at sites such as yours I have been giving much
thought to how I could construct a rig of my own. Is there anyone out there who can give me a maths
lesson on the calulation of pull/lift versus wind speed with different sizes and designs of kite?
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Re: Mathematics lesson
From: Carl Boudreau
Date: 3/24/99
Time: 3:32:43 PM
Remote Name: 209.224.18.30

Comments

Sorry you havn't recived the answers to your qestion. I think they are hinting that to know the acutual
formulas to calculate lift would earn you an aeronautical degree.

Because Caculating lift would require such an enormous formula, it would have to include wind speed,
wind temp., barametric pressure, humidity, square area of sail, weight and more.

Not to mention the turbulance caused by the string, rig, and harness.

I have a 9' by 7' parafoil. In a 20knot wind, it takes all of my 165 pound body to run down the line, and 3
men to pull it in. I placed a 7.5 pound weight(one of the plastic one from a cheap weight lifting set). and
it lifted it with out a problem. But it takes a crew to set up and pull down

I built a 5' by 4' and it lifted the same weight in 25-30kts. This kite is allot more managable! but I still
have to have it tied off while I work the Camera.

I just finished a 4' by 3' and still have no problem lifting rig. I'll let you know how it goes.

http://www.pressenter.com/~cboudrea/kap/kap1.html

Carl

 

Re: Mathematics lesson

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_kapdiscuss/00000214.htm (1 of 2) [11/7/1999 6:11:07 PM]

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/kapdiscuss_post.htm
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/kapdiscuss_post.htm?532
http://www.pressenter.com/~cboudrea/kap/kap1.html


[ Contents | Search | Post | Reply | Next | Previous | Up ]

Re: Mathematics lesson
From: steve clayton
Date: 1/22/99
Time: 7:36:31 AM
Remote Name: 140.201.210.94

Comments

Hello

I built a rig and flew it with weights to see what i could lift in various wind speeds. I build my own kites
and have flown camera rigs with Sutton Flowforms, Multiflares, Eddys, Boxes etc. I'm not a real math
whiz i just experiment to see what works.

Steve

dscs2oic@hq.1ad.army.mil
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Re: Mathematics lesson
From: Simon Harbord
Date: 1/21/99
Time: 8:34:52 AM
Remote Name: 206.241.18.4

Comments

Hi Paul, You asked for a maths lesson on the calulation of pull/lift versus wind speed with different sizes
and designs of kite?

The equations (for me) go something like this.

If sky is >30% blue and subject = >20% interesting then KAP is >50% possible.

If wind on cheek = soft + time = evening then kite = Dan Leigh delta and forget about KAP.

If wind on cheek >= soft then select nice trusted KAP kite

If wind =gusty then select long fuzzy tail +gloves + trusted kite

If pull and lift versus wind speed are unpredictable then fly kite minus camera for >10 minutes and throw
equations in bin.

If pull > lift with big kite then arms may be > normal length after >5 mins

If lift = pull with big kite then wear parachute or lead shoes

If camera = worth >£100 and subject = >50% important then chances of failure =>50% (Murphy’s Law)

If time = evening and colour of kite complements colour of sky then width of smile will increase
exponentially.

When kite + camera + rig +subject + scenery + sky = optimum then KAP = perfection.

Not a lot of help for you, but it set me thinking about defining KAP in equation form, anyone else got
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any KAP equations ?

Mark Cotterell's book on KAP went into quite a bit of maths, as do quite a few kite books. I'm afraid I
find the whole thing so subjective that I personally find it hard to equate the maths with the reality of
conditions from site to site, day to day and kite to kite.

best wishes Simon
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Re: Mathematics lesson
From: Paul Cooper
Date: 1/22/99
Time: 2:02:45 AM
Remote Name: 209.244.19.191

Comments

Simon, Thanks for the sound advice! I think you missed: actual probability of success = theoretical
probability of success/number of people watching attempt

regards, Paul.
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Re: Mathematics lesson
From: Simon
Date: 1/22/99
Time: 8:01:27 AM
Remote Name: 206.241.18.4

Comments

Perfect!!

keep them coming... Simon
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Re: Mathematics lesson
From: David Hunt
Date: 1/22/99
Time: 3:58:20 AM
Remote Name: 206.105.205.198

Comments

I think you square that denominator.
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Re: Mathematics lesson
From: David Hunt
Date: 1/21/99
Time: 2:56:22 PM
Remote Name: 206.105.205.67

Comments

Wind chill while flying rig in winter=wind chill/2
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Canon Rebels
From: steve clayton
Date: 1/21/99
Time: 12:25:40 AM
Remote Name: 140.201.210.94

Comments

Is the Rebel G model similar to the X and does it have the KAP features - esp. electronic remote shutter
release? I don't see the X model for sale in any of the magazine ads. i am probably behind the power
curve on their development. Also for Cris B. when i was at Monterrey in 92-93 the kite shop there had
some Lawrence photos hanging up behind the counter. They wanted 3-400 bucks apiece for them. they
may be long gone by now. Steve
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Re: Canon Rebels
From: Michael@kitephotos.com
Date: 1/21/99
Time: 12:28:52 PM
Remote Name: 204.249.164.166

Comments

Hi Steve,

If I'm not mistaken, the Canon Rebel X has been discontinued and replaced with the Rebel G. The only
difference between the two is that the Rebel G has the built in flash where the Rebel X does not. Thus the
Rebel G has a little more weight Than the X. My Rebel X did a bombs away from about ten feet (a
learning experience in the importance of pre-flight inspection and wing nut tightness) and I now fly the
Rebel G.

Anybody shooting winter KAP?

Michael
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Re: Winter KAP
From: David Hunt
Date: 1/21/99
Time: 2:52:36 PM
Remote Name: 206.105.205.67

Comments

If we ever get any winter then my KAP will "winter" KAP. Right now I would call it pre-vernal equinox
KAP
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Re: Canon Rebels
From: David Hunt
Date: 1/21/99
Time: 2:51:56 PM
Remote Name: 206.105.205.67

Comments

If we ever get any winter then my KAP will "winter" KAP. Right now I would call it pre-vernal equinox
KAP
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Re: Canon Rebels
From: David Hunt
Date: 1/21/99
Time: 2:51:22 PM
Remote Name: 206.105.205.67

Comments

If we ever get any winter then my KAP will "winter" KAP. Right now I would call it pre-vernal equinox
KAP
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Re: Canon Rebels
From: David Hunt
Date: 1/21/99
Time: 2:50:48 PM
Remote Name: 206.105.205.67

Comments

If we ever get any winter then my KAP will "winter" KAP. Right now I would call it pre-vernal equinox
KAP
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Snow Flying
From: David Hunt
Date: 1/18/99
Time: 4:40:45 PM
Remote Name: 206.105.205.217

Comments

A few weeks back I was KAPing in a newly developed subdivision. A front was moving through the
area, there was sporatic light snow (not enough to even accumulate). I had just finished photographing a
recently completed house and one across the street that was partially finished. As I brought my flowform
down I noticed as it came closer that something was fluttering around inside the back end. I figured that I
had inadvertantly allowed a small piece of fabric inside the FF. Once on the ground I pulled out a snow
ball half the size of my fist.

It made me wonder what would happen flying a FF or similar kite during full blown snow storm. I might
just try it if the opportunity presents its self ( without the KAP rig ).
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Re: Snow Flying
From: Tom Bennett
Date: 1/21/99
Time: 7:46:19 AM
Remote Name: 208.195.225.40

Comments

I had my Parafoil 2 up once when it started snowing. When I got the kite there was snow in it but not
balled up as in your case. Perhaps due to the pressure relief holes in a FlowForm there is a difference?
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Discussion down but now back up
From: Cris Benton
Date: 1/18/99
Time: 1:28:48 PM
Remote Name: 128.32.181.181

Comments

We are just waking up again, details soon
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Still works
From: Cris Benton
Date: 2/4/99
Time: 5:31:21 PM
Remote Name: 128.32.181.181

Comments

Just checking
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KAP in Kazakstan
From: Perry Tourtellotte
Date: 11/17/98
Time: 9:34:53 AM
Remote Name: 194.87.112.237

Comments

The main problem here is getting materials and the electronics.. Kite material is easy to get but the
other!!! I have a Yashica T4 and that is my only motor drive camera. My other problem is I am here until
next August. with 10 months of good kiting in between. My Geologist friend said they the "Soviets" use
to use Kites to photograph the city and other places of interest But probably technology from 100 years
ago
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Re: KAP in Kazakstan
From: David Hunt
Date: 11/25/98
Time: 6:27:42 AM
Remote Name: 206.105.205.234

Comments

If you won't be able to obtain remote/control equipment then there are several low tech options. Most of
these options will allow for one single exposure at which point you will have to walk the kite down and
reset the shutter release mechanism.

the following have been used as timing devices for activating the shutter:

music box movements kitchen timers dethermalizing timers (see Cris' low tech equipment page) ice (also
on the low tech page) wind turbines (the turbines I've seen used a model airplane prop, however I believe
that a turbine made like those found on a water pumping windmill would produce more torque)

Just a couple of thoughts concerning your limited access situation. If you were to make a picavet you do
not have to use small pulleys, small very smooth rings can work. Cris uses a device called a Brooxes
Hangup (TM) to attach his picavet to the kite line there is a device made from stiff wire such as a coat
hanger that works just as well and is much easier to fabricate. You can see a picture of this device at:

http://www.execpc.com/~kroger/kap/rigs/rigs.html

To use the device the kite line is wound 6-7 times around the long straight section.

David Hunt
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Want to get started -Archaeologist is Kazakstan
From: Perry Tourtellotte
Date: 11/16/98
Time: 4:25:34 PM
Remote Name: 194.87.112.237

Comments

I am an archaeologist working in Kazakstan. I am very interested in getting started with kites because
there are no good photos of our areas Also the Kite would provide me with a way for me to take the
photos I need.
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Re: Want to get started -Archaeologist is Kazakstan
From: David Hunt
Date: 11/16/98
Time: 7:33:58 PM
Remote Name: 206.105.205.242

Comments

If you are a "do it yourself" type person Cris Benton's site has everything you need to get started unless
you are interested in stero photography which Cris hasn't delved into as of yet.

If you would rather have a system put together for you contact Brooks Leffler (email: kyteman@aol.com
or phone:408-647-8363 USA) He has constructed various types of rigs for several different people
including and innovative stero rig that was to be used in Antarctica for a penquin study. Brooks probably
has the most experience building equipment for others within the KAP community.

Peter Van Erkel from Netherlands (pverkel@hzsaa01.nl.lucent.com) has built at least one rig that was
used in an archaeological study at Novaya Zemlya Island and may be able to assist you.

David Hunt
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'Kangarooing'
From: Steve Thomas
Date: 11/14/98
Time: 10:39:09 AM
Remote Name: 194.168.31.230

Comments

I have a problem with Kangaooing. What I mean is the tendency of the camera mount to leap up and
down, even when the sixe of kite and wind strength are ample (should be, anyway) to hold the camera
mount up stably. Any suggestions? Does anyone mount the camera on or next to the lifting kite? I have
12' and 20 ' deltas.

Steve Thomas Steven.thomas@fut.net
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FAA...FYI
From: Michael Alpert
Date: 11/6/98
Time: 2:45:47 PM
Remote Name: 204.249.164.180

Comments

Hi Everyone,

Should anyone need it, here is where you can find the FAA Certificate of Waiver (Form 7711-2) It is
downloadable in PDF format. http://av-info.faa.gov/afsforms/default.htm

Nantucket is a small Island with a small but busy airport. If I am uncertain about the proximity of my
flying area to the airport, I give a quick call to the tower to let them know my intentions (what altitude I
will be flying and for how long). So far they have been very accomodating.

I'd like to hear if anyone has other experiences with airports or the like.

Michael http://www.kitephotos.com
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FAA 500' restriction, nation wide!
From: cboudrea@pressenter.com
Date: 11/5/98
Time: 8:07:22 PM
Remote Name: 209.224.18.60

Comments

I had a nice talk with a FAA regulation expert today. There seems to be a 500' height restriction nation
wide. And 5 mile radius, from any airport airspace. Which could be anywhere from 1 mile too 20 miles
plus the 5-mile added to that. The expert said that I could place a kite >500 feet with a free waver. The
waiver is basically, a notification to the Air Traffic Controllers that there is a kite at a certain altitude and
area. He told me the only time the waiver is not granted is if it is in a direct path to an approach, or an
unsafe condition. Weather and light is also a consideration. One humorous comment he made was the
kite had to be at least 500 feet from cloud cover. How do you tell that? Fly it up to the cloud and pull in
500 feet?

NEVER use this as a legal guideline. Being a Federal Law Enforcement Officer, I learned long ago to
always seek the regulation your self, and if in any doubt, get legal advice.

Good Luck stratosphere Photographers !!!
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Re: FAA 500' restriction, nation wide!
From: Mike Kelly
Date: 7/29/99
Time: 11:58:47 AM
Remote Name: 198.133.22.66

Comments

Unless I'm misinterpreting the FAA's FAR regulations, I think this 500' restriction is only applicable to
kites weighing over 5 pounds (or if the kite otherwise causes a hazard for people or property). Mr.
Benton's FAQ addresses this now and the verbage can also be found by searching the www.faa.gov site
for "kite" (I think it's in the "applicability" section of the appropriate FAR section) ... If anybody finds
out otherwise, please post, as I enjoy flying (w/o camera) at the end of 1000'-1500' lines.

Good flying ...
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Re: FAA 500' restriction, nation wide!
From: bob.lindell@medtronic.com
Date: 11/6/98
Time: 8:14:35 AM
Remote Name: 144.15.249.33

Comments

Great information!! Thanks! I knew about the height restriction but never knew a waiver existed. I
always thought it was a "set in stone" kind of thing. Glad you posted it here!

-- Bob
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How many pictures do you guys have to take?
From: cboudrea@pressenter.com
Date: 11/5/98
Time: 7:47:09 PM
Remote Name: 209.224.18.60

Comments

OK! Is it just I, or is it normal to shoot a 24 exposure roll to get 2 good pictures? LOL!

Just move up to a remote control system. My thinking was a bigger rig, a stable system. Although it still
swings too much, my next step is to move the drogue (of the parafoil) size from 15" to 30". If anyone has
a better Idea, please post here.
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Re: How many pictures do you guys have to take?
From: Simon Harbord
Date: 11/11/98
Time: 3:05:55 AM
Remote Name: 206.241.18.4

Comments

hi there, Professional photographers, press, etc expect a far lower success rate than we expect as
KAPpers. I read an article recently about a wildlife photographer who uses studio set up shots which he
has total control over, and he reckoned his success rate was 1 in 100 exposures. (and he gets to look
through the viewfinder.)

Depends really what we class as success. Personal satisfaction? Expectations met? Abstract/serendipitous
results? Publishable results? Money making results? Customer satisfaction? Whatever the success
criteria, be sure that KAPpers really need a lot of film. As an example, and I'm not a prolific KAPper,
I've shot getting on for 4000 KAP exposures since '96. My success rate is measured in many ways (as
above) but in the terms which matter to me: ie satisfaction and serendipitous results, I've hundreds of
"good results".

Perhaps the interesting thing to me is the divergence between the good result and the anticipation of what
the results will be like before developing. They simply NEVER come out quite as expected. Only when
you've gone through the prints a few times can you begin to reconcile expectations with actual results,
and start to spot the unexpected gems.

Just keep on burning film. regards Simon
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Re: How many pictures do you guys have to take?
From: Rick Inzero, rdi@cci.com
Date: 11/9/98
Time: 6:58:21 AM
Remote Name: 192.7.1.12

Comments

Yep, that sounds about right- 2 good ones per roll. (This gives a whole new appreciation to the great
photos here at Cris' site, doesn't it?!) If I had a spotter downwind, to help position my camera over the
desired subject, why I could probably DOUBLE my success!! :-) Left/right positioning is easy, it's the
distance out that's very hard to judge. I just shot a whole roll of a late afternoon soccer game- tall
shadows, red shirts, and actually got people in only one of the images! The only really good shot of the
roll was an accidental shot of the untended goal- the huge shadow cast by it makes it look almost three
dimensional. Another time I watched the weather for a week, then tried to get some photos above a giant
crane. 26 exposures later, and no crane on film. The crane was gone the next day; no opportunity to
reshoot. Without a downwind spotter, "boxing in" your desired once-in-a-lifetime subject will increase
your odds of success... shoot what you think is your best guess at the perfect shot, then move in/out,
left/right, taking more/extra shots around your primary subject, boxing it in.
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Re: How many pictures do you guys have to take?
From: michael@kitephotos.com
Date: 11/6/98
Time: 3:13:37 PM
Remote Name: 204.249.164.180

Comments

Have you tried a long fuzzy tail instead of the drogue? I actually have different fuzzy tails for different
wind conditions to help further stabilize my sutton flowforms. I haven't tried using drogues but have had
excellent results with my fuzzy tails.

Obviously, the wind plays a major roll in stability. In a good steady wind I could swear that time was
standing still on the end of my line giving me a 99% success rate for clear sharp accurately positioned
images. But on a gusty day, each time the wind gusts, the kite is going to react causing the camera to
move and sway all over the place. Then it becomes hit or miss, but that's the fun of it! I'm sure every
KAPer has at least one "miss" that is matted and framed. I certainly have a few.

Michael
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Manual rig for sale
From: cboudrea@pressenter.com
Date: 11/5/98
Time: 7:29:44 PM
Remote Name: 209.224.18.60

Comments

You can go here for details

http://www.pressenter.com/~cboudrea/kap/kap1.html
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Stereos from panoramics?
From: Thomas Bennett
Date: 10/24/98
Time: 9:03:25 PM
Remote Name: 208.195.225.45

Comments

The conventional way to taking stereo pictures is to have two cameras a certain distance apart from each
other, the distance depending on how far away the subject is. I was wondering if one could use
panoramics, cutting the left and right from separate prints?

One problem that I can think of is that there might be a bit of distortion at the outer edges due to using
one camera instead of two.
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Re: Stereos from panoramics?
From: Richard Amirault
Date: 2/12/99
Time: 7:57:33 PM
Remote Name: 207.172.240.169

Comments

Yes, sure...provided it is done right.

You can take stereo photos with most *any* camera. Provided the subject does not move between the
shots.

A 'real' stereo camera (Realist or whatever) takes two slightly different (left & right) images at the same
time. To do it with one camera you take the first picture, then move the camera over a bit and take the
second image. With a hand held camera the technique is to put your weight on one foot for the first
exposre and on the other foot for the second exposure. This gives you the shortest time between
exposures and no need to remove the camera from your eye.

As far as using a panoramic camera, there is no need to crop the photos. You would use virtually all of
each image for the stereo effect.

However, *viewing* the image may be a problem since conventional stereo viewers are set up for
conventionally sized images (or else are set up for their own special size to match a particuar camera)

There is a viewer that possibly can do this. I can't remember the name or where you can get one, but it
views prints that are set one above the other. It has a set of mirrors that convert the one over other to side
by side in the eyepiece.

Richard Amirault http://www.erols.com/ramirault
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Re: Stereos from panoramics?
From: Simon Harbord
Date: 12/7/98
Time: 4:48:09 AM
Remote Name: 206.241.18.4

Comments

Thomas, this question has been bothering me for some time, as I couldn't work out quite what you meant.
I reread it today and wonder whether this interpretation is what you were thinking of:

Sometime back before building a stereo rig, I noted that occasionally two consecutive shots on a single
camera shoot exhibited stereo when viewed in a stereo viewer or using free viewing techniques. These I
attributed to the camera moving slightly between frames, giving a suitable left and right eye frame with
sufficient image "overlap" for superimposing and getting stereo from. Stereo cameras generally space the
taking lenses for the same effect taking one exposure from each lens simultaneously, stereo KAP rigs
tend to use separate cameras on a boom to widen the distance between taking lenses and artificially
accentuate the stereo effect. Panoramic cameras generally use a single wide angle taking lens with
masking to give a letter box shaped image across one, or sometimes 2 standard negatives. For this to
exhibit stereo, a second exposure is required from a laterally displaced taking position, and then the two
images viewed in such a way as to exhibit 3D. The advantage of using panoramics could be that with
their wide angle coverage there is a far better chance of image overlap between the two shots, it is after
all the overlapping area which exhibits the 3d effect, when viewed properly. As you point out, edge
distortion may come into play if the overlap is on different parts of each shot. I've a feeling the large
depth of field exhibited by such lenses may have a flattening effect, increasing the need for quite big (2-3
feet)lateral spacing between the two exposures.

Is this what you were thinking of?

regards Simon
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Re: Stereos from panoramics?
From: Tom Bennett
Date: 1/19/99
Time: 8:33:41 PM
Remote Name: 208.195.225.38

Comments

I do believe you understand what I meant to do with the panoramic shots (one print for the left side, the
other print for the right side).

I recently posed the same question to someone who has photographed for View Master slides.

"Recently I wondered if a person could make 3D images with a 35mm or an Advanced System
panoramic camera. If so at what distance from the subject should you be to take the picture?

"Depends on the subject, normal is nothing closer than 6 feet."

"I also asked about doing View Master slides: I was also wondering about making VM-type 3Ds with a
camera being flown a few hundred feet of the ground with a kite?

"View-Master needs to be done with a VM camera. You could do twin 35mm and make Realist format."

I have the Ohio VM set. The aerial photos in it are taken from a much higher altitude than that for kites.
To get a 3D appearance in those most of the time they have the wing in the photo.
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What to do when flowform overflies?
From: rdi@cci.com
Date: 10/23/98
Time: 8:40:41 AM
Remote Name: 192.7.1.12

Comments

The other day I experienced a neat phenomenon that doesn't happen too often... my Sutton 16 overflew
me. I didn't have the camera mount attached, and it was quite spectacular to see the kite line shoot
straight up, and even finally behind me, but I was lucky I was in the middle of an open field rather than at
the edge, where there would've been huge trees to my back. This leads to a question... is is possible to
control the Sutton (stop it from overflying further) when I notice it's starting to happen? Should I let out
more line, jerk on the line, pray, shoot it down :-)? Any ideas?
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Re: What to do when flowform overflies?
From: David Hunt
Date: 10/28/98
Time: 1:33:48 PM
Remote Name: 206.105.205.125

Comments

I was flying my FF30 today in very gusty winds 10-15+ mph. Normally one experiences "thermalling "
when there is a lull in the wind and thus there is very little pull on the line. Today however my FF30
went straight overhead with very strong winds. The pull on the line was in excess of 30lbs. It remained in
this attitude for about one minute and the kite never attempted to "go over the top". I had just removed
my rig from the line a few minutes before. So what did I do? I just thanked my lucky stars I wasn't
200lbs lighter. Look up in the sky, it's a bird, it's a plane, no... it's KAPerman.

David Hunt
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Re: What to do when flowform overflies?
From: Jeff Ralph
Date: 10/24/98
Time: 6:46:06 AM
Remote Name: 203.101.1.181

Comments

What a coincidence!

Same thing happened to me - exactly - just a few days ago.

My 30 ft flowform (parachute nylon - not ripstop - quite heavy) was flying at its usual low angle in
medium conditions, when the winds just about died. I couldn't feel them at ground level, and the tops of
the (very close) trees weren't moving. Upstairs, however, the flowform just lifted and lifted until the
string was vertical.

There was only just enough lift to keep the kite up, and it sure looked like it was about to overfly into the
huge gum trees behind me. I pulled like crazy and took up the slack. There was almost no resistance - the
string practically came down under its own weight. The more I pulled and the tighter the line got, the
further downwind the flowform went, until it was in its usual attitude - somewhere below 45 degrees.

The wind then picked up and she pulled downwind even further.

You beat me posting the same question by about 3 hours.

Jeff http://www.ozemail.com.au/~d8135hn1/
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Re: What to do when flowform overflies?
From: Simon Harbord
Date: 10/28/98
Time: 1:06:10 AM
Remote Name: 206.241.18.3

Comments

Hi there, this sounds an awful lot like thermalling, not too common a thing here in Scotland but fun when
you get it.(as long as cameras are not attached) I spent a fascinating afternoon this summer (our one
sunny day this year it seemed) waiting for wind at a large ruined castle (Kildrummy)with a Delta
Conyne. Every now and then a puff of breeze would fill in, the kite would launch off in one direction,
drift back overhead on a slack line, then start to pull line vertically off the reel slowly spiralling up into
the sky, gently taking line. The thermal would move away, and the kite would drift down again, great
fun. Not enough lift for cameras but lovely to lie down on the grassy banks watching the kite perform in
a vertical (as opposed to horizontal) airstream. Your Suttons must have been experiencing a significant
vertical component to overfly as their normal flight angle would simply not get them there. In answer to
your question "what to do" in such conditions there's little to do but put on a wry grin, and enjoy, a tail
will add drag but won't necessarily stop thermalling. That's my theory for what it's worth. Simon
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Face In the Sand
From: Michael Alpert
Date: 10/15/98
Time: 11:11:03 AM
Remote Name: 204.249.164.222

Comments

Hi Cris and All,

Nothing special, just wanted to say that I liked the pictures from the sand castle contest and look forward
to seeing the rest. We have an annual sand sculpture contest here sponsored by NISDA (Nantucket Island
School of Design & the Arts). The weather at this years event was absolutely perfect, sunny day, blue
sky, white puffy clouds, plenty of participants,.....no wind :(

There's always next year...

Happy Fall Shooting,

Michael Alpert
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Re: Face In the Sand
From: Cris Benton
Date: 10/20/98
Time: 9:31:34 PM
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

Thanks Michael,

I just posted mor eof the sand castle images at:
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gal129.html

I stopped by your site tonight and it is looking dandy. I thought the cranberry bog shots were spectacular
as were the beach portraits. Fine job.

All the best,

Cris
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want to get started
From: Tyler
Date: 10/6/98
Time: 3:20:09 PM
Remote Name: 141.117.90.64

Comments

Can someone give me a price range of the start up costs for this interesting hobby???
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Re: want to get started
From: Henry J
Date: 10/15/98
Time: 10:09:09 PM
Remote Name: 208.151.107.116

Comments

Sorry for not responding to this sooner, but I work on a ship and was away from home.

I spent some effort trying to keep the cost of a rig from needing to be to high (though I have some
expensive ones too). My favorite means of tripping the shutter is with a Music Box Movement available
from several woodworking mailorder houses, are about 1/3 the cost of a dethermalizing timer. Get the
Japanese made ones, they have a plastic box covering them which keeps small particles out of the gears -
a rubber grommet keeps things out around the winding stem too. I have had one underwater briefly and
dragged through the water too (Using a underwater camera, no damage).

I have been using point & shoot pocket cameras purchased at garage sales. I have gotten several for
under $10, if you know what to look for it is possible to get a fairly good older camera quite cheaply.

A cradle can be made from 1/16" aluminum, a plastic Tupperware type box or wood. Using a lever from
the music box movement, you will get four photos each time you send it up. The first one will likely be a
fairly close shot of yourself, but the others should be pretty well up there. It takes nearly 5 minutes for
the movement to unwind/ photos to be shot.

The only real trick is to figure out how to keep from releasing the shutter while winding the musical
movement. Some cameras will not trip when the lens is covered (lens cap or slide cover).

I use radio rigs too, but for simplicity, and packability I like the Music Box rigs.

Henry
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Re: want to get started
From: Carl Boudreau cboudrea@pressenter.com
Date: 10/24/98
Time: 7:12:16 PM
Remote Name: 209.224.18.57

Comments

Hi Henry! are you Navy or Coast Guard? I'm in the Coast Guard, and although the Capt told me I could
launch a small boat to retrive the kite, and cam unit. I hesitate to put it up! but The music box Idea is
great! I'm thinking it should be around 15-20 dollars to hang it from a kite and shoot! do you have
pictures?

Carl
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Re: want to get started
From: Bruce A. Baskett (bbaskett@io.com)
Date: 10/10/98
Time: 12:42:21 AM
Remote Name: 199.170.92.17

Comments

Hi, Tyler.

IMHO the cost of "getting started" = the costs associated with building our buying a small but stable kite;
a disposable camera; and the cost of developing the film.

Using some imagination, a coat hanger bent into a "picovet" cross, something with a spring, and a piece
of melting ice... you would be on your way to a lot of learning and at least a few very satisfactory results
for the investment.

Radio gear and fancy triggers are unnecessary for fun and experiments. But be warned: KAP can be habit
forming <grin>, and those fancy rigs can become very enticing.

Regards, Bruce
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Re: want to get started
From: David Hunt
Date: 10/8/98
Time: 5:38:12 PM
Remote Name: 206.105.205.69

Comments

I built a 7 foot Rokkaku for about $40 with fiberglass spars A Flow Form 16 is $100 A FF30-$200 A
FF60-$400 1000 ft. of braided Dacron 200# about $35.00 You'll need stronger line for the FF60 and
about #150 for the FF16. The FF30 will probably be more useful in a wider wind range than the FF16 or
FF60 I would say the minimum investment would be close to $100 if you made your own kite and stayed
away from RC cradles.
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Re: want to get started
From: Bob Pebly
Date: 10/7/98
Time: 9:58:20 AM
Remote Name: 204.146.167.232

Comments

You can spend as little or as much as you want. At the low end of the investment spectrum you can skip
RC and use a dethermalizing timer with a disposable camera. The timer goes for around $30, disposable
cameras are less than $10. The materials to build a very simple wooden cradle should be less than $10.
The biggest expense with this approach will be the kite you choose. Cris has a good page on this site
devoted to low cost approaches. If you go the RC route, I think you can get a basic 4 channel unit with 3
servos for about $130(?). For the camera, you can spend as much as you'd like, but several simple P&S
cameras referenced in these pages are in the $80 - $200 range.

Go for it!
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Re: want to get started
From: bob.lindell@medtronic.com
Date: 10/7/98
Time: 8:09:10 AM
Remote Name: 144.15.249.33

Comments

Good question. I'm not really one to say what the total cost might be since i'm *still* working on getting
everything together, and since i already had a radio and a camera. I'll do my best to throw out some
figures and then we'll let the real pros pick it apart.

i got all the parts for my cradle for about $15 at the hardware store, i used an aluminum yardstick for
most of the structure. it got kind of expensive to buy all the bushings and things, at $.20 a pop they add
up fast.

you can get a 4 channel radio from <a href="http://www.towerhobbies.com">Tower Hobbies</a> for
$99 with no servos, and then get normal sized servos for about $10 a peice.

i already had a camera so i didn't spend much time looking. you can go as cheap as getting a disposable
camera or as expensive as getting an EOS or something for your rig. but i've seen nice light point and
shoot cameras for around $100 at places like wal-mart and k-mart.

now, a kite can cost a bundle. i don't have my catalog next to me so anyone can feel free to correct me on
this, but to get a nice soft kite like a Sutton Flowform 16-30-60 can set you back hundreds of dollars. i
chose to try my hand at making a Rokkaku (it's coming along nicely) and the fabric set me back about
$15. i expect the spars will be about the same or less if i use wood dowels.

anyone else care to fill in the blanks on the stuff that i missed?

-- Bob
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KAP stereographs
From: Jeff Ralph
Date: 9/24/98
Time: 6:53:05 AM
Remote Name: 203.101.20.69

Comments

Did someone start a thread a while back about 3D photos taken from kites?

(I know there's nothing new under the sun...)

Anyways... you might like to have a look at some KAP stereographs on our school site, here in
Parramatta (S.E Australia).

There are some 20-odd plain KAP shots, too.

The school's home page is: http://www.ozemail.com.au/~d8135hn1/index.html from where you can
enter, then follow the link in the "What's New" section.

Alternatively, http://www.ozemail.com.au/~d8135hn1/kap05.html should get you straight to the latest
menu *without* the school's navigation frame.

Jeff Ralph Parramatta High School NSW Australia
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Re: KAP stereographs
From: David Hunt
Date: 9/29/98
Time: 11:00:51 PM
Remote Name: 206.105.205.83

Comments

I loved the "cross-eyed" stereographs. Its a great "low-tech" presentation method. I just hope that
warning that I used to hear as a youth--"Don't cross your eyes they might get stuck " is just an old wives
tale.
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Re: KAP stereographs
From: Jeff Ralph
Date: 10/4/98
Time: 7:43:43 PM
Remote Name: 203.101.13.166

Comments

.raf os smelborp yna deciton t'nevah I
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Re: KAP stereographs
From: David Hunt
Date: 10/5/98
Time: 12:52:08 PM
Remote Name: 206.105.205.209

Comments

And I thought you aussies spoke english
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Notes on Kite Aerial Photography is moving
From: Cris Benton
Date: 9/2/98
Time: 8:09:58 PM
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

The main KAP site and the KAP Discussion page are moving to:

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap

and

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss

respectively. Please update your bookmarks.

Thanks,

Cris
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Great Weekend Flying
From: bob.lindell@medtronic.com
Date: 9/2/98
Time: 6:42:37 PM
Remote Name: 128.32.181.181

Comments

Ahhh... What a weekend. Normally I wouldn't clutter up the page with non-KAPing posts but I just
couldn't help but post something about my kite flying this weekend (and it seems that nothing else is
going on here anyway). This weekend wasn't really different than any other, nothing spectacular
happened but it was just one of those times where kite flying really grabbed me and made me feel pretty
darn lucky to have the chance to do it.

I was flying at my favorite place, home. I live in a small soon-to-be suburb of Minneapolis. Population of
about 5,000 or so. My house is in a smallish development. Because of how the houses and streets are
lined up it seems that I can *always* find wind on one side of the house. I think the surface wind gets
funneled between the houses or down the street. I can get the kite above the houses with ease and up into
"cleaner" wind. After i get the kite up I can walk up onto my deck and pull up a chair and a cold drink.
My son comes out to "help" me every once in a while and continues to do his thing. My wife and I can
still visit and spend time together (she doesn't care for kites. ??), I never have to leave the yard. This
weekend I got a nice delta up, about 10 minutes after I had it up into the high air currents, all surface
wind stopped. The flags on the flagpoles hung straight down, the trees didn't move... but here i was, in a
lounge chair, on my deck with my family on a "windless" sunny afternoon with my kite at the end of the
line as steady as a rock. I pulled it part way down a few times to attach things onto the line, shoes,
streamers, another little delta... I anchored it and just sat and watched it for the longest time. Feels great
to be a kite flyer.

Okay, now for some KAP related stuff. I know I've posted before that my rig was almost done.... it still
is. The summer weekends go so fast, and we've been graced with many nice Minnesota weekends this
year. The last part to finish is attaching the servo that will push the shutter button. So close, I'll finish it
after the snow flies no doubt. Has anyone taken any winter KAP pictures with a completely snow
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covered ground? I know it would make the ground seem pretty much featureless but I can't help but think
that some of the forest areas in Minnesota with bare trees would make for some unique pictures.

Also, what's a good way to fly more than one delta on the same line? would it be to attach a line to the
same place the flying line attaches to delta #1 and run it through the top of the delta to delta #2?? I tried
flying a 6ft delta off the line about 100ft from the main kite. it flew great, that was the problem. it would
fly right up to the main flying line and bump it, knocking it sideways and messing it all up. since i still
don't have a suitable lifting kite i was wondering if combining the lift of 2 of my 6ft deltas would give
enough power. I'm not concerned about the stability of them at all (at least one at a time). I've lifted many
things to amuse the kids and haven't had any problems at all as long as I don't work the kite too hard.

Hope this mediocre post sparks off some more activity in the group. I come here every day to reap the
wisdom of those who have gone before me. I hope to someday finish my rig get started myself.

-- Bob LinDell
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KAP Site updated
From: Mark Frasier
Date: 9/2/98
Time: 6:41:24 PM
Remote Name: 128.32.181.181

Comments

Hi folks,

Just updated my webpage with about 28 new pics, a lot of which are shots of kites in the air from the air.

Hope some of you will check it out!

http://www.empire.net/~brockus

See ya, Mark
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Notes on Kite Safety
From: Thomas Bennett
Date: 9/2/98
Time: 6:38:34 PM
Remote Name: 128.32.181.181

Comments

I like your page on kite safety. It is a good start.

Recently it has been discussed in the media that it's been discovered that ultraviolet B (?) can cause
cataracts. Sunglasses are a very important piece of equipment and should not be taken lightly.
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Relocation of discussion group
From: Cris Benton
Date: 9/2/98
Time: 6:35:01 PM
Remote Name: 128.32.181.181

Comments

This is the first test of a new (yet again) location for the KAP Discussion Group. We are now located at:

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss

Please update your bookmarks.

Cris
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Test of Reply Function
From: Cris Benton
Date: 9/2/98
Time: 6:36:15 PM
Remote Name: 128.32.181.181

Comments

Still ironing out a few wrinkles
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Re: Test of Reply Function
From: Cris
Date: 9/22/98
Time: 10:17:16 AM
Remote Name: 128.32.181.181

Comments

Another Test
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Re: Test of a test
From: Bob Pebly
Date: 9/3/98
Time: 3:43:52 AM
Remote Name: 204.146.167.241

Comments

Cris, Here's a nother test - looks like things are back in order now. Isn't server admin. fun? Bob
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KAPing at Dusk
From: Michael Alpert
Date: 8/3/98
Time: 6:27:33 AM
Remote Name: 204.249.164.194

Comments

Hi All,

I recently shot an outdoor concert. The event had an attendance of over 11,000 people. I arrived 3 hours
early to set up and then spent most of that time trying to keep the Sutton 60 aloft. After 2 1/2 hours I
packed it in, although the weather was devine, the variable winds were not cooperating. I decided to join
my girlfriend on a blanket and enjoy the concert with one eye on the orchestra and the other on the flags
and banners that surrounded the stage.

At around 7:45pm the wind picked up and I decided to give it a go knowing that I would only have about
20 minutes or so to shoot as much as I could.

The wind was steady so I was able to drop the shutter speed to 1/125. I might have been able to go lower
but had never shot below 1/350 so i didnt want to chance it. underexposed pix can be corrected, blurry
ones cannot.

I was able to blast through four rolls of film in about 20 minutes with help from the pulley system that
we have been discussing. I will post a page on that soon. In the meantime, please have a look at the
concert pics at http://www.kitephotos.com/Boston%20Pops.htm

steady winds to all, Michael
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Re: Corrected Address
From: Michael Alpert
Date: 8/3/98
Time: 6:34:54 AM
Remote Name: 204.249.164.194

Comments

sorry, here's the correct address

http://www.kitephotos.com/BostonPops.htm
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anybody tought about using what`s called
`montgolfière`?(french term)
From: f1@sommet.net
Date: 8/2/98
Time: 5:21:02 PM
Remote Name: 142.154.145.250

Comments

Since i am just an observer my suggestion may have no practical faisabilities. hope i contributed anyway.
Steve Bolduc Montreal Canada
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Re: anybody tought about using what`s called
`montgolfière`?(fre...
From: E. Crins
Date: 8/5/98
Time: 6:06:29 AM
Remote Name: 131.174.124.223

Comments

Huh?

What is 'Montgolfiere'. I know that the M. brothers created the first hot air balloon, but what can the term
mean in the context of kapping?
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Modifying A Futaba servo
From: Brian Geiger
Date: 8/2/98
Time: 3:17:14 PM
Remote Name: 152.172.54.23

Comments

I am new to KAP, and I was wondering how to modify a Futaba servo to turn 180 degrees instead of 90.
Any help would be greatly appreciated.
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Re: Modifying A Futaba servo
From: Bob Pebly
Date: 8/13/98
Time: 4:20:39 AM
Remote Name: 204.146.167.241

Comments

Take a look at the last 2 issues of The Aerial Eye. One has an article by Brooks Lefler on how to modify
the servo for 360 degree operation and the most recent has a letter from me detailing a simpler method
for a Futaba servo.
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Re: Modifying A Futaba servo
From: Bob Pebly
Date: 9/2/98
Time: 6:37:19 PM
Remote Name: 128.32.181.181

Comments

Now that the discussion site is finally back up (thank's Cris), I can finally post this. I put a page on my
web site with details on how I modified a Futaba servo for 360 degree rotation. The page is at

http://www.geocities.com/Yosemite/7685/futaba360.html

Bob
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Re: Modifying A Futaba servo
From: Bob Pebly
Date: 1/25/99
Time: 5:36:06 PM
Remote Name: 32.100.14.185

Comments

Just a note that my web site has moved to:

http://pws.prserv.net/pebly/

and the futaba modification page previously mentioned is now at:

http://pws.prserv.net/pebly/futaba360.html
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Re: Modifying A Futaba servo
From: Scott Kroeger
Date: 8/12/98
Time: 9:19:34 PM
Remote Name: 169.207.136.3

Comments

You can get more than 90 degrees with a simple electrical modification described on my web page
(http://www.execpc.com/~kroeger and follow the KAP link). To get a full 180 will be more difficult as
the servo has internal mechanical stops at about 180 degrees. If the servo hits a mechanical stop, the
power consumption will be quite high and mechanical damage to the servo may result. External gearing
would probably be required.

Regards, Scott
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Starter Kite and Camera Kits
From: jgg0926@mail.ecu.edu
Date: 7/30/98
Time: 6:44:02 PM
Remote Name: 150.216.195.141

Comments

I am interested in KAP... Where can I order or buy a simple and inexpensive setup to use...

please email me at the above address
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OT: Did the Egyptions use a picovet or a
pendulum?
From: Bruce Baskett bbaskett@io.com
Date: 7/29/98
Time: 12:25:04 PM
Remote Name: 199.170.92.41

Comments

http://archive.abcnews.com/sections/science/MadRad/madrad0109.html
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"Gecht " (?) photography collection about 1865 of
SF
From: Sandy  <bbb@ns.net>
Date: 7/25/98
Time: 10:11:56 AM
Remote Name: 209.162.64.79

Comments

Was doing genealogy, looking thru old SF books and all their photos by "air" after the fire/quake etc. and
found one that I need to learn more about. It had a tiny notation that it was from the Gecht (?)
collection...and it was dated 1865...not sure I have that spelling correct and am trying to get back to the
library to confirm. BUT....I am not sure if it was taken from a tall roof...or an airial shot and would like
to know more about this collection...anyone heard of it? thanks...
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Scott's page, and Epic IR Remote issues
From: Bruce A. Baskett, bbaskett@io.com
Date: 7/20/98
Time: 8:51:46 PM
Remote Name: 199.170.92.38

Comments

Nice pages and very enjoyable, Scott! I see you are using the Epic remote, too. You mentioned your IR
remote is fired by a servo circuit (if I understood it correctly.) But do you use an external relay for the
remote's switch, or what? Also, I've toyed with the idea of moving the IR led. Did you just extend the led
leads? Use a second one in parallel? Thanks in advance. KB5IN.
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Re: Scott's page, and Epic IR Remote issues
From:
Date: 7/20/98
Time: 9:39:36 PM
Remote Name: 151.186.90.168

Comments

Thanks for the complement.

I started with the Olympus RC-100 remote, but abandoned it in favor of a homebrew microcontroller
circuit that receives servo pulses from the receiver and pulses an IR LED at the end of a short cable. It’s a
lot simpler than hacking the IR remote and the microcontroller allows other functions to be added, such
as power on/off for the video downlink I’m adding as well as HoVer and a receiver power saving
function. I’ll be adding more information to my pages as time permits. If you have interest in the
controller, e-mail me.

Regards, Scott scott.kroeger@e-field.com
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Pulley System Works
From: Michael
Date: 7/19/98
Time: 5:08:02 AM
Remote Name: 204.249.164.185

Comments

Hi All,

I have photographed two events so far, the Nantucket Nectarfest and more recently the Boston Pops
Benefit Concert(an outdoor event with an attendance of over 10,000 people)

The first event I learned that it was quite the workout to bring the Kap rig down every time I wanted to
change rolls or lenses. Walking down the line, which is what I usually do was not an option due to all the
people in the way.

Thus began my quest to put together a pulley system which would work much like an old clothes line. I
purchased a couple of marine blocks from the Ship Chandlery. These are plastic small ball bearing type
blocks but are rated at 500lb. I then looped 1200ft of berry blue line. To eliminate the sag of the weighted
line with the rig I attached a swivel clip (from the local tackle shop) to each of the hangups. From the
hangups the clips clip to the upper line.

UNEXPECTED RESULTS!

It worked great. I let out all the looped line from my winder. Created a 600 foot clothes line, attached the
KAp rig and hoisted away. I pulled the camera to about 500ft up the line (did not want to get to close to
the kite). It took no time at all, the kite(sutton 60) did not budge, and the pulley action was smooth. when
I had the KAP rig at the desired altitude I let go of the line and grabed my transmitter, then, a discovery,
something we KAPers battle with every day, GRAVITY! This time in our favor! when I let go of the
line, the weight of the rig and the smoothness of the pulleys sent the camera right back down the line. A
nice smooth ride that took maybe 15 seconds from 500ft. This speed can be controlled by grabing the
line with a gloved hand. A line clamp will be installed to lock the line (haven't made one yet so my
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girlfriend was happy to be the 'elevator operator')

My summation, I LOVE IT! It's not for everyday use but good for events where several rolls will be
taken. The kite goes up once and doesn't come down until you're done. For my most recent event, I was
racing the sunset and managed to shoot four rolls in about 30 minutes. A feat that I dont think I could
have done even if I had forearms like Popeye.

I will post a page on the event and the pulley system as soon as I have the images at
http://www.kitephotos.com

Heads Up!

Michael
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Re: Pulley System Works
From: Anybody
Date: 8/25/99
Time: 5:53:36 AM
Remote Name: 192.169.41.34

Comments
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Re: Pulley System Works
From: Thomas Bennett
Date: 7/19/98
Time: 11:40:49 AM
Remote Name: 206.137.30.195

Comments

The plastic wheels are okay if you have a metal frame and bolt just in case. How big is the wheel?

When you start to reel in the line, what do you do with the bottom reel?

 

[ Home Page | Background | Equipment | Gallery | Maps | Discussion | Others | What's New ]

Comments to author: crisp@socrates.berkeley.edu
All contents copyright (C) 1998 by Charles C. Benton.

All rights reserved. Revised: Wednesday, August 19, 1998

URL: http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_kapdiscuss/0000018c.htm

Re: Pulley System Works

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_kapdiscuss/0000018c.htm [11/7/1999 6:13:01 PM]

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/kapdiscuss_post.htm
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/kapdiscuss_post.htm?396
http://www.ced.berkeley.edu/~cris/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
mailto:crisp@socrates.berkeley.edu


[ Contents | Search | Post | Reply | Next | Previous | Up ]

Yet Another KAP Site / Web page editor advice
From: Scott Kroeger
Date: 7/18/98
Time: 12:54:57 PM
Remote Name: 151.186.90.168

Comments

Hi All,

I've flown three rolls of film and gotten a few photos worth keeping @ http://www.execpc.com/~kroeger.
I'm still wrestling with Netscape Composer, which refuses to format pages the way I want. Anybody got
a suggestion for a good WYSIWYG page editor (preferably for the Mac)?

Thanks, Scott (scott.kroeger@e-field.com)
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Re: Yet Another KAP Site / Web page editor advice
From: Thomas Bennett
Date: 7/19/98
Time: 12:08:54 PM
Remote Name: 206.137.30.195

Comments

I use MS Front Page 97. Could you specify what is wrong with your page as I didn't see anything myself.

I didn't see anything wrong with the "coffin" design either.

Thomas
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Re: Web page editor advice/"Coffin" design
From: Thomas Bennett
Date: 7/19/98
Time: 12:18:13 PM
Remote Name: 206.137.30.195

Comments

I just got done printing out your web pages. I notice some of the pictures on the print out are cut in half,
with the top on the bottom of one page and the bottom on the top of the next page. This happens with
Cris' pages as well. I put all my pictures in tables. I haven't had split pictures yet.

About the coffin, I now notice that you fastened the pan servo direct to the Picavet. I don't think I would
prefer to do that myself. I also think that personally I would put the receiver inside as well. But overall a
great design.
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Re: Web page editor advice/"Coffin" design
From: Scott Kroeger
Date: 7/19/98
Time: 12:46:36 PM
Remote Name: 151.186.90.168

Comments

Is your concern about attaching the servo gear directly to the picavet is one of safety? I bored out the
center of the gear and inserted a 1.25" long 4/40 cap screw through the gear into the picavet. The picavet
is then held on by a lock nut. Since the screw is steel, I have no concern about repeated
assembly/dissassembly. The added weight and complexity of an external gear drive drove me away from
that approach. I also have a small voltage regulator in the pan servo case to reduce the pan rate to a
comfortable value.

Regards, Scott
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Re: "Coffin" design-Servo to Picavet
From: Thomas Bennett
Date: 7/20/98
Time: 11:01:50 AM
Remote Name: 206.137.30.208

Comments

I was concerned that if the rig hit an object or ground the right way hard enough it might damage the
servo.

Just a thought.
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Re: "Coffin" design-Servo to Picavet
From: Scott Kroeger
Date: 7/20/98
Time: 2:33:54 PM
Remote Name: 151.186.90.168

Comments

I treat the servos as the "disposable" part of my rig. They cost only $10 each. I'd much rather lose a servo
than to damage some part of the rig I spent hours to build. My greatest fear so far is the Charlie Brown
scenario (rig hopelessly tangled in the top of a big tree).

Regards, Scott
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New web site
From: Mark Frasier
Date: 7/14/98
Time: 9:18:28 PM
Remote Name: 208.223.43.38

Comments

Hi,

I've completely redone my website! There's a description and photos of my old string fired rig as well as
my new RC rig. The photo gallery has been updated with some recent lighthouse shots and a nice almost
360 degree panorama assembled from about a dozen horizon shots. I also used a neat photoshop trick to
"bend" the panorama around to meet itself. I'd love to hear any comments or tips about the site or the
KAP in it!

Here's the address: <a href="http://www.empire.net/~brockus"> http://www.empire.net/~brockus.</a>

Thanks, Mark Frasier brockus@empire.net
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Re: New web site
From: Mark Frasier
Date: 7/14/98
Time: 9:19:37 PM
Remote Name: 208.223.43.38

Comments

Opps, guess I didn't need to add the html :)
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Kite project web site
From: Thomas Bennett
Date: 7/13/98
Time: 7:32:14 PM
Remote Name: 206.137.30.202

Comments

I have a web site up for documenting my kite project activities at:

http://www.parlorcity.com/tbwp/tbkp.htm

Included here are pages on my Picavet (the steering wheel Picavet featured in aerial eye last fall), my
payload/camera combo rig, and my solution for making a daisy chain, along with two pages of aerial
pictures, including those I took at Sky Circus last month. I have several more aerial photos to put up and
more rig photos to find.
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Re: Kite project web site (Moving)
From: Thomas Bennett
Date: 10/7/98
Time: 9:51:24 AM
Remote Name: 208.195.225.42

Comments

I am getting ready to move my web site operations to Geocities. The materials that were at the old site
are gone. I will post on the old site and on this comment page when my Geocities site is ready.
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How do you make a Daisy Chain?
From: Daisy
Date: 7/11/98
Time: 4:22:19 PM
Remote Name: 209.149.174.94

Comments

I was doing a search for Daisy chains and came across some stuff people put on the board about daisy
chains and I was wondering....HOW ON EARTH DO YOU MAKE A DAISY CHAIN?????????
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Re: How do you make a Daisy Chain?
From: Scott Kroeger
Date: 7/13/98
Time: 6:45:14 AM
Remote Name: 151.186.90.168

Comments

I sketched up a quick description of the way I Daisy Chain my lines. Knots are not the easiest thing to
describe. I apologize if my sketch raises more questions than it answers. Comments are quite welcome.

Check: http://www.execpc.com/~kroeger and follow the KAP link.

Cheers, Scott
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Re: How do you make a Daisy Chain?
From: Thomas Bennett
Date: 7/13/98
Time: 7:38:11 PM
Remote Name: 206.137.30.202

Comments

I know a different way of doing my "daisy chain." I don't know if it is better, but I bet I don't have to
worry too much about doing it wrong. It does involve a not-so-obvious piece of basic kiting equipment.

If anyone wants to see it, it is on the Picavet page of my web site at:

http://www.parlorcity.com/tbwp/tbkp.htm
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Re: How do you make a Daisy Chain?
From: Rick Inzero, rdi@cci.com
Date: 7/15/98
Time: 6:59:35 AM
Remote Name: 192.7.1.12

Comments

See my post "How to control a daisy chain? + how to start one" from 5/14/98, further down this
discussion archive page.
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Using a second line for shutter release ... and the
Canon Elph Jr.
From: Mike Kelly
Date: 7/10/98
Time: 3:17:55 PM
Remote Name: 192.91.197.33

Comments

Hello All !!!

I've never KAP'ed before, but would like to give it a try. After contemplating the one-shot release
systems (ice, clothes-pin, etc) and the RC electronically controlled shutter release systems, I started
wondering if anyone has ever tried deploying a second line (perhaps channeled through small hoops
attached to the main kite line?). This line could be tied to one end of a lever whose pivot point on the
camera rig could afford adequate leverage onto the shutter release. This lever could be spring loaded to
return to a non-triggering position when this trigger line was relaxed. I see a couple of problems with
this, but perhaps not too problematic to solve: 1. The pull on the lever could induce torque on the entire
camera platform. Maybe some sort of scissoring lever could be use such that the triggering line would
only impose a downward or upward force on the whole rig. 2. A second line could make deploying and
retrieving more difficult. It seems that a spool of the dual-line set could be used that's dedicated just for
KAP usage.

Secondly, I did notice someone else inquiring about Canon's Elph Jr. I've also been drawn to that for my
first KAP attempts given its light weight, fast, wide-angle lens, and my good luck with Canon products
so far. Does anyone have any first-hand experience with this camera, KAP'ing or not?

Thanks for the great site!

Mike
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Re: Using a second line for shutter release ... and
the Canon Elp...
From: Mark Frasier
Date: 7/10/98
Time: 5:00:19 PM
Remote Name: 208.223.43.33

Comments

Don't know about the Elph... I'm using the olympus stylus epic in my RC rig.

My first (of two) rig was a string-fired thing with a disposable camera. I have some pictures that I took
with it on the web, as well as some bad pictures of the rig itself and an explanation of how I built it.
Here's the URL:

http://www.empire.net/~brockus/kap.html

That's for the aerial pics. There's a link for the rig page on that page. I'm working on updating the site, so
the URL may change sometime soon.

Good luck! Mark Frasier brockus@empire.net
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Re: Using a second line for shutter release ... and
the Canon...
From: Mike Kelly
Date: 7/13/98
Time: 12:27:16 PM
Remote Name: 192.91.197.33

Comments

Mark,

Thanks for the info. Good web page. I think this is the method I'm going to try first. I also did some web
research on the Olympus Stylus Epic ... I think I may go wiht that over the Elph Jr., as the Epic has a
faster top shutter speed (1/1000 sec), is of fairly similar size/weight, and is 30 bucks the cheaper. I'm not
bent on the APS ... more the fast lens and shutter. My only wish is that one of them had infinity lock on
the focus. Is there a bad chance the thing will lock in on the kite line rather than the distant scenery ???
(Not that there are many reasonably-priced P&S's with that feature anyways.)

Oh well. Hopefully my attempts in late August (that's when I go to Cape Cod and fly kites) will produce
a few decent shots.

Thanks again.

Mike
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Re: Using a second line for shutter release ... and
the Canon...
From: Mark Frasier
Date: 7/14/98
Time: 9:01:15 PM
Remote Name: 208.223.43.38

Comments

I haven't had a focus lock on the string yet, but I have had the flash go off while the camera is pointed at
the string, which makes me think the camera knows it's there. In that case, I wonder if the camera adjusts
f-stop to focus on both the string and the horizon/ground. That would make the shutter speed drop, which
wouldn't be good. The Epic (like the T4, I guess) has a 3 point rangefinding system, so it seems unlikely
that it would focus on just the string.

Mark Frasier brockus@empire.net
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Re: ElphJr->OlympusEpic->YashicaT4Super
From: Mike Kelly
Date: 7/14/98
Time: 3:04:05 PM
Remote Name: 192.91.197.32

Comments

Changing my mind again ... more research shows that the Yashica T4 Super is the camera of choice. (I
wonder what new camera choice tomorrow will bring? Hopefully I've zoned in on the right one ...)

Does anybody have any comments on the usefulness of infinity lock w.r.t. KAP ??? (Like to prevent the
thing from focusing on the line?)

Thanks,

Mike

 

[ Home Page | Background | Equipment | Gallery | Maps | Discussion | Others | What's New ]

Comments to author: crisp@socrates.berkeley.edu
All contents copyright (C) 1998 by Charles C. Benton.

All rights reserved. Revised: Wednesday, August 19, 1998

Re: ElphJr->OlympusEpic->YashicaT4Super

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_kapdiscuss/00000184.htm (1 of 2) [11/7/1999 6:13:27 PM]

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/kapdiscuss_post.htm
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/kapdiscuss_post.htm?388
http://www.ced.berkeley.edu/~cris/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
mailto:crisp@socrates.berkeley.edu


[ Contents | Search | Post | Reply | Next | Previous | Up ]

Re:Olympus Epic vs YashicaT4Super, and a
timer/trigger
From: Bruce A. Baskett  bbaskett@io.com
Date: 7/15/98
Time: 4:37:10 PM
Remote Name: 199.170.92.16

Comments

Hi, Mike!

I choose the stylus epic over the t4 super for three reasons: 1. Price: $119 (Ritz and others) 2. Shutter
speed: 1000 3. Infra-red shutter release. ($15) I have developed a unique little trigger for the IR remote,
which is taped to the camera. The second hand of a tiny clock sweeps a wire over a conducting surface.
Scotch tape interrupts or allows a contact like pushing the button on the remote. For example, I may tape
the surface for no contact for five minutes, three shots, then no contact for 10 minutes. It is all very light
and simple! Sad news: I did not get to go into Mexico. My mother broke her hip. But FYI my wife
reports that the verious ancient ruins she has visited have IDEAL KAP opportunities, travelers!
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Journalist looking for info
From: andre.pratte@sympatico.ca
Date: 7/10/98
Time: 1:43:34 PM
Remote Name: 206.172.154.45

Comments

I am a journalist for La Presse, Montreal's foremost newspaper. I am looking for people doing KAP
professionnally, making a living out of it, for an article I am writing. Also, I am looking for Canadians
interested in KAP. Please contact me for any info. Thanks
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Pulley System
From: Michael Alpert
Date: 7/9/98
Time: 11:16:20 AM
Remote Name: 204.249.164.191

Comments

Hi All,

Does anybody have any experience with the pulley system? Whereas the line to the kite is one big loop
and the KAP rig can be hoisted up the line. I recently shot aa all day music festival and discovered that
walking the line down or reeling it in to change rolls or lenses was very inconvenient, especially with
3000 people around. i then thought about the "pully method". i know I saw some info about it somewhere
but as this site grows in information, finding what your looking for is becoming difficult. (hey chris, how
about a site search page?) Anyway if anybody has tried this I would like to know more about it.

Heads Up Michael
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Re: Pulley System
From: Michael
Date: 7/9/98
Time: 11:25:30 AM
Remote Name: 204.249.164.191

Comments

I know there is some info further down this list but it is a little dated. Any new developments?

Michael
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Re: Pulley System
From: Thomas Bennett
Date: 7/10/98
Time: 9:03:22 AM
Remote Name: 206.137.30.205

Comments

I wrote some comments earlier on this page about what I did last fall. (If you haven't yet you might want
to check the link that was provided.) I haven't done anymore with it yet. My problem was the lines would
twist. I would walk the bottom line down to pull the two halves apart, except that usually they were so
twisted that I would wind up landing the kite. If the lines stayed untwisted it would work pretty good. I
wonder if part of my problem was that I was using a metal ring for a pulley. The metal was roughly 3/16"
diameter, which would have the line being folded in half. A wheel about 2-3" diameter might keep the
lines apart enough to prevent twisting, or at least allow the lines to untwist as your payload gets further
up. Only you need to find a wheel that isn't very heavy and will withstand the stress put on it.

I asked Brooks Leffler about using a pulley system and he said that the twisting problem was what
discouraged him from it.

Another problem which was alot easier to solve was that if you don't have the two lines connected at the
payload and the kite is not lifting real good, the payload will sag down to the ground. I have typed a
rough diagram below:

----Top Line------------------------------------ |-Connecting line |(Attached to each |line with a snap)
---Bottom Line----------------------------------- Payload

Make sure that when you attach the line to the bottom line, you do so in such a way that the connector
stays with the payload (my KARO and SkyPods use eye bolts as the base of their line attachment knobs).

I personally want to try it again. I have a web site at http://www.parlorcity.com/tbwp/tbkp.htm but
nothing on my pulley experiments yet.

Re: Pulley System
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Re: Pulley System
From: Bill Nelson
Date: 7/11/98
Time: 2:26:07 PM
Remote Name: 169.132.100.152

Comments

To help prevent twisting, you might visit your local fishing tackle store to purchase ball-bearing snap
swivels.

These devices are used to prevent line twist when deep sea fishing.

Be sure to obtain the ball-bearing variety.

I haven't fished in many years, but if I remember correctly the ball-bearing swivels were expensive.

You probably should use a wheel--a real pulley--to keep the lines further apart, in the manner of a
clothesline. You will also need a housing of some sort around half of each pulley to prevent the line from
jumping out of the track.

For the second problem--payload sagging--you should attach one end of an arm to the camera and attach
a roller to the other end of that arm.

Design it so that the roller rests on the top line and is free to roll along that top line as you raise or lower
the camera, all done is such a way that the weight of the camera will be supported by the roller resting on
(but not attached to) the top line, while the camera will travel with line movement becase of it's
attachment to the bottom line.

 

Re: Pulley System

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_kapdiscuss/0000017c.htm (1 of 2) [11/7/1999 6:13:36 PM]

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/kapdiscuss_post.htm
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/kapdiscuss_post.htm?380


[ Contents | Search | Post | Reply | Next | Previous | Up ]

Re: Pulley System
From: Thomas Bennett
Date: 7/13/98
Time: 7:20:03 PM
Remote Name: 206.137.30.202

Comments

I have considered all the ideas that Bill has. I used Sampo ball bearing snap swivels.

As far as the "real pulley wheels" are concerned, the problem is finding a "light real pulley wheeel." The
heavy duty ones are rated for over 600 lbs. and are too heavy. The only light pulleys I have seen I have
been afraid they were not strong enough (plastic).

With payload sagging, on my first pulley flight, I didn't think of this happening before going to test the
pulley concept. I tried one of the rubber tie-down cables I use for attaching my spool to the screw anchor.
This worked okay until the bottom hook came off the line and the cable slid downwards. The snaps I
used last worked okay so far (I had about 2 lbs on my pulley system). However Bill's suggestion about
rollers is well taken.

I have a web site at http://www.parlorcity.com/tbwp/tbkp.htm if anyone wants to see what I have done so
far. I have a page in the works about my pulley system.
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Re: Pulley System
From: Bill Nelson
Date: 7/13/98
Time: 8:00:25 PM
Remote Name: 169.132.99.157

Comments

Did the Sampo swivels help prevent twisting of the lines?

As for pulleys, have you tried your local marine supply store?

Sailboats make great use of pulleys (blocks) of all sizes and weights.

However, the biggest problem with using any kind of pulley will be the line jumping out of the roller.

Though a nautical block will have a case around half the roller to prevent the line jumping out, it's meant
to work with line of a far greater diameter than your kite line.

You will probably find that the line will sometimes jump off the roller and then jam itself between the
roller and the block's housing.

Keeping the line on the roller when the line momentarily goes slack may be the greatest challenge to
success with a pulleys.

You could try a spring between the pulley and the kite to maintain tension on the line, but I sense that
may only partially cure the problem.

Anyway the weight of the camera should help maintain a taut line, but I still suspect it won't always be
enough.

Here's an idea worth trying if keeping the line on the roller is a problem: Take an extra turn around the
roller with the line.

The line would enter the block, emerge, re-enter the block and emerge a second and final time, ready for

Re: Pulley System
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its trip to the other pulley.

It's tempting to suggest something without a roller, like U shaped tubing.

The line would enter one end of the U shaped tube and emerge from the other end.

The problem, of course, is friction and line wear.

If the tubing is softer than the line, you'll spare the line, only to saw a groove in the wall of the tubing.

If the line is softer than the tubing, the line may wear and snap--a real disaster.

Bill
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Olympus Stylus Epic is heavier than you think.
From: Scott Kroeger
Date: 7/4/98
Time: 9:51:41 AM
Remote Name: 151.186.90.168

Comments

The Olympus Stylus Epic has generated some interest as a KAP camera. I bought one primarily after
reading that it weights only 4.7oz. It seemed heavier than that to me at the store, but I bought it anyway.
Now I've finally gotten around to weighting my rig and the camera and find that the camera weights over
7.4oz empty. I suspect that we have all been mislead by transposed digits in the specification (the manual
does claim 4.7oz).

Regards, Scott
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Re: Olympus Stylus Epic is heavier than you think.
From: Scott Kroeger
Date: 7/4/98
Time: 11:09:07 AM
Remote Name: 151.186.90.168

Comments

Oops, I guess I have to retract my statement (after only 15 minute). If I read the backside of the note
from the fellow who weighed everything for me I see that the 7.4oz includes film (12 exp) and battery.
On the back he has indicated that the bare camera weighs 4.9oz. I was hoping to blame the heft of my rig
(22.5oz for the whole kit and kaboodle) on the camera.

Sorry for the false alarm.

Scott
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Kite Safety Code
From: Thomas Bennett
Date: 6/26/98
Time: 8:34:55 PM
Remote Name: 206.137.30.198

Comments

I have noticed alot of talk recently about kite flying safety. The recent issue of aerial eye was largely
devoted to the subject. My question is: why couldn't the AKA adopt a safety code for kite flying like the
NAR has for model rocket flying?
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Re: Kite Safety Code (Already exists)
From: Thomas Bennett
Date: 7/1/98
Time: 10:53:38 PM
Remote Name: 206.137.30.203

Comments

I talked to Brooks Leffler this evening about an AKA Safety Code. He told me there is one already. Sure
there is not a whole lot to it (don't fly in rain, near power lines, airports, etc.), but if it exists why can't it
be printed in catalogs, kite instructions, on the back of AKA applications (like apparently it was up until
just recently), etc if for no better reason than for good PR?
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Still need info on Canon Rebel
From: Glen Thomas
Date: 6/23/98
Time: 3:43:22 PM
Remote Name: 196.31.84.100

Comments

If you can help I would appreciate help on the Canon Rebel. How to set the wiring to fire the camera on
remote

Thanks
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Re: Still need info on Canon Rebel
From: Scott Kroeger
Date: 6/23/98
Time: 6:36:12 PM
Remote Name: 151.186.90.168

Comments

Cris explains the connections @ http://www.ced.berkeley.edu/arch_faculty_cris/kap/equip/kaprig2.html
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Cheap timers
From: JAW
Date: 6/23/98
Time: 12:58:30 PM
Remote Name: 130.41.63.218

Comments

Free flight model airplane builders have been using simple timers made from Silly Putty or Tomy
windup toys for some time now. The following URL has drawings for a few of them that KAP folks
might be able to use for shutter trip on disposable cameras. I hope this is useful - I'm a modeler, not a
KAP'er, but the site is great fun. http://www.sirius.com/~thayer/ffpages/tips/timer/timer.html
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Re: Cheap timers
From: Bill Nelson
Date: 6/28/98
Time: 6:30:14 AM
Remote Name: 169.132.119.32

Comments

Hi!

I visited you model airplane timer page, and I'm not entirely sure I understand the principle behind the
use of Silly Putty.

Can you explain?

Also, I got the impression that your timers will only postpone an action for no longer than 2 or 3 minutes.

Do you know of any cheap timers that will run for longer, for example, 10 minutes?

Thank you!

Bill
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Re: Cheap timers
From: JAW
Date: 6/29/98
Time: 10:06:03 AM
Remote Name: 130.41.63.218

Comments

Its not my page, just one I found to illustrate the concept, but the basic principle is that the silly putty acts
as a (very) viscous liquid to resist rotation of the inner tube relative to the outer tube. The time delay is
longer for any of the following: less torque (rubberband, etc) acting to turn the inner tube, more contact
area(longer tubes or more putty), or multiple turns of the pull cord on the rotating tube. It's relatively easy
to get 10 minutes plus by using one or more of these approaches. Experiment is the best way to find out,
and it doesn't get much cheaper.

Good luck

P.S. The two tube rotating geometry isn't the only way, either. I've seen silly putty used on a hand launch
(very light) glider where the active element was a wire dragging through a trough filled with the stuff.
Net weight was measured in grams!
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Re: An Australian school site with KAP
From: Jeff Ralph
Date: 6/24/98
Time: 7:34:45 PM
Remote Name: 203.17.224.248

Comments

I am a teacher at Parramatta High School, some 24 km west of Sydney, Australia.

My first tentative steps towards KAP are displayed at http://www.ozemail.com.au/~d8135hn1/

That is the URL for the school home page. Enter the site, then the follow the link in the "What's Gnu"
section at the foot of the page.

Enjoy, folks.
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What about tetrahedral kites
From: Flieg Hollander
Date: 6/22/98
Time: 5:05:26 PM
Remote Name: 128.32.144.150

Comments

Just got shown the web-site today and since I have flown kites in the past and am fascinated with
gadgets, I found it great.

However, I noted all kinds of kites mentioned but not one of the all-time simple lifters, and I was
wondering why. I refer to the tetrahedral kite.

For those who don't know what it is, it was used in WWII for lifting radio antennae. It is a framed kite in
the shape of a tetrahedron, with internal bracings at 1/2 the edge length to give you strength and to
provide the support for the cloth. This simplest one has four tetrahedra inside the overall frame, and the
leading two faces of each of the four is covered with cloth.

The result is incredibly stable and can be made even moreso by dividing each of the four smaller
tetrahedra into four yet smaller. It also lifts like a champ. I made mine from plastic joints and 1/8" dowel
covered with newspaper when I was young, and I figure that there have got to be good high tech
equivalents now which would resist in-air disintegration.

So, has anyone tried these?
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Re: What about tetrahedral kites
From: wim.verbeiren@nospam.village.uunet.be
Date: 6/24/98
Time: 3:31:13 PM
Remote Name: 194.7.245.22

Comments

Tetrahedral kites are very nice designs, and no doubt, since they are box kites, and the v-shape gives
them excellent aerodynamic qualities, they perform good as lifters in medium to strong winds, I am only
guessing here, but my idea is that the time of putting up the kite and gear also plays a major role in the
whole performance. Tetrahedrals are not the easiest kites to set up and trim, while a flowform is up in no
time. I used to fly a Pelibox in strong winds, but even that one took me about fifteen minutes before I got
the tension right, and when walking around with it, it is a huge, hard to handle construction. This might
be the only reason why you don't see any tetrahedral kites as camera lifters. They are a marvel to look at,
however...

kind regards,

Wim
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Re: What about tetrahedral kites
From: Glen Thomas
Date: 6/23/98
Time: 3:40:08 PM
Remote Name: 196.31.84.100

Comments

Where is the Web site....Curious

Thanks

Glen Thomas
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Re: What about tetrahedral kites
From: Flieg Hollander
Date: 6/25/98
Time: 2:21:27 PM
Remote Name: 128.32.144.150

Comments

Sorry, I meant the KAP web site. I did find a couple of websites for tetrahedral kites by searching on
"kite" + "tetrahedral".
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Speaking of roks...
From: Mark Frasier
Date: 6/20/98
Time: 6:50:33 AM
Remote Name: 208.223.43.38

Comments

I'm thinking of making a rok with a keel... perhaps a three point bridle (two points on the top spar as
normal, one on the keel, which would be sewn to about the bottom third or quarter of the kite). I suppose
I could also set up a five point bridle (two on top, 3 on the bottom). I'm thinking this would prevent
turn-overs that can happen in very light winds. The idea would be to combine the stability of a pearson
roller with the ease of construction of a rok. Does anyone own a roller? Are they any good for camera
lifting?

Mark Frasier, brockus@empire.net
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Canon Rebel
From: Glen Thomas, Cape Town, South Africa
Date: 6/19/98
Time: 8:02:53 PM
Remote Name: 196.31.84.179

Comments

Would appreciate information on wiring mini-jack plug for firing the Rebel using contact closure on
servo...if it is possible.
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DC vs. ROK
From: Michael Alpert
Date: 6/18/98
Time: 3:52:20 PM
Remote Name: 204.249.164.185

Comments

Hi All,

I am looking into a framed kite for those days when ground winds are at a minimum or when the launch
site is surrounded by obstacles. I was wondering which was the more stable flyer; the Rok or the DC? I
know many of you have had some experience with one or the other or maybe even both. comments and
observations would be greatly appreciated.

Thanks

Michael
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Re: DC vs. ROK
From: Mark Frasier
Date: 6/20/98
Time: 6:41:37 AM
Remote Name: 208.223.43.38

Comments

I have both, but I usually use a rok. My DC is store-bought 9.5 ft from wing tip to wing tip framed with
some sort of plastic or epoxy and wood, and the rok is about 5 feet high, made by me, framed in .230
carbon. The DC leans a little to one side, and since it has a 2 point bridle it can't really be tweaked in the
field. That's one thing that's nice about the rok... 4 pt. bridle allows for more tuning. Without a tail, both
kites will sometimes overfly the zenith in light winds. The rok takes a little less wind to get in the air, but
needs about the same amount to lift the camera. I think the DC would fly in as little wind as the rok if its
frame was lighter. I think the rok looks better, too :) And because all the spars are exposed on the back of
the kite, it's easier to use two-part spars which makes for a smaller package when broken down. I'd really
like to get one of those big Shannon roks.
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my hasty KAP galleries
From: Mark Frasier
Date: 6/14/98
Time: 6:04:10 PM
Remote Name: 208.223.43.36

Comments

I have a couple of quick n' dirty KAP gallery pages set up that I'd like to get some feedback on. Here are
the addresses:

http://www.empire.net/~brockus/kap.html http://www.empire.net/~brockus/kap2.html

The first page shows pics taken from a super low cost rig using a disposable camera. There's also a link
to a page that I made to show how I made the rig.

The second page has photos from a two axis rig I built around an Olympus Stylus Epic.

I scanned all the photos on a cheap scanner and didn't spend too much time tweaking, so if you're
thinking of getting an Epic, don't let the scan job disuade you.

Thanks for any comments!

Mark Frasier brockus@empire.net
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Picavet vs. pendulum
From: Mark Frasier
Date: 6/14/98
Time: 5:55:58 PM
Remote Name: 208.223.43.36

Comments

I'm successfully using a pendulum type suspension instead of Picavet. What's the advantage of a picavet?
It seems like a lot of added complexity and weight.
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Re: Picavet vs. pendulum
From: Simon Harbord
Date: 6/15/98
Time: 7:22:10 AM
Remote Name: 206.241.18.4

Comments

Hi Mark, Ever the opinionated one I’ll rise to this. I’ve used several variants of pendulum systems, with
and without friction dampers, stabilising sails and different lengths. I’ve used picavets too.(and currently
do) If you have a good camera, and non turbulent wind conditions then I’m sure both will do the job just
fine.Its down to what works for you. When I built my first picavet a couple of years ago with each of the
top mountings at each end of a 24 inch dowel, I was certainly struck by the magical self levelling
capabilities of the picavet. I could thrash the dowel around frantically in my hand, simulating a heaving
kite line and the rig would stay absolutely still. Total magic. I was so impressed that I stopped using
pendulums overnight. But still, every now and then I would get shots blurred by motion. But I’m sure,
the problem is less to do with the suspension than simple translation through the sky. No amount of self
levelling will stop your camera moving across the sky. This kind of movement can be hard to spot, but is
a feature of many KAP shoots.A steady kite helps, but in gusty conditions I’m sure blurring is a function
of the kind of rig movement that picavets and pendulums (penduli?) cannot smooth out -lateral
translation.

By the way picavets can get really tangled if your kite overflies at all.....
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Re: Picavet vs. pendulum
From: Brooks Leffler
Date: 7/1/98
Time: 12:23:28 PM
Remote Name: 152.173.66.182

Comments

Oh I gotta throw in my two cents worth on this page at long last. I've built maybe 25 or so Picavet rigs,
and maybe five with pendulums. My last rig (built for Bob Brown in Florida) used not only a model car
shock absorber for a damper, I added dihedral sails in the fashion of Christian Becot (see The Aerial Eye,
vol 4 #2) to stablize the sideways movement. Early returns are that it seem stable -- BUT I found the
pendulum much more complex and time-consuming to build, more expensive, and much less compact to
transport. I can see that if you're launching from a canoe as Henry Jebe does in Alaska, a pendulum is the
only way to go, but for me, I remain a diehard Picavet Person.
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KAPing with a digital camara site
From: Alan
Date: 6/9/98
Time: 10:41:06 PM
Remote Name: 169.233.4.80

Comments

I have a very crude web site at www2.ucsc.edu/~asutton There are a bunch of picutures from a Apple
Quicktake 200 digital camara.
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Flowform or Stratoscoop??
From: bob.lindell@born.com
Date: 6/8/98
Time: 6:55:38 AM
Remote Name: 144.15.249.33

Comments

Hello All!! First off let me say what a great resource this has been to me. My KAP rig is about 80%
finished and I'm getting excited to fly it. I've built it with nothing more than the resources i've found on
these pages and in the discussion group. Keep up the good work! On to my quesiton...

Not being experienced in kite flying and not even having any friends or real contacts who are into the
sport all i have to go by is what i read on the internet or in catalogs. On this site i've seen lots of talk
about using sutton flowforms of various sizes to heft rigs up. i was set to pick myself up a 30 when my
Into The Wind catalog came in the mail. It has this to say about flowforms:

"Designed for flying rather than lifting, Flowforms have deeper cells...." (page 44 in the 1998 catalog)

The catalog seem to instead recommend a kite called a Stratscoop for lifting, the copy says:

"...used worldwide for lifting scientific instruments..." (also page 44 1998 catalog)

Like i said above, i've heard alot about the Flowforms and their abilities but before i invest my precious
kite dollars into a nice lifter i wanted to get some feedback on these 2 kites.

-- Bob

 

Flowform or Stratoscoop??

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_kapdiscuss/00000153.htm (1 of 2) [11/7/1999 6:14:16 PM]

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/kapdiscuss_post.htm
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/kapdiscuss_post.htm?339


[ Contents | Search | Post | Reply | Next | Previous | Up ]

Re: Flowform or Stratoscoop??
From: David Hunt
Date: 6/15/98
Time: 1:07:25 AM
Remote Name: 206.105.205.198

Comments

I use a FF30 and have found it a capable workhorse However I was a little dissapointed in its low angle
of flight (40 to 50 deg.) I was expecting angles at least equivalent to that of a Delta.

David Hunt
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Re: Flowform or Stratoscoop??
From: Scott Kroeger
Date: 6/8/98
Time: 10:31:27 AM
Remote Name: 151.186.90.168

Comments

I've not flown a Stratoscoop, but the friendly folks at "Into the Wind" recommended the Sutton for lifting
a camera. While the Stratoscoop is a better lifter (flys at a higher angle) and more tolerant of lulls (the
airfoil stays inflated longer because the air can only escape the cells by exiting against the wind) it is also
more difficult to trim for level flight and has a bear of a bridle.

My Sutton 16 had a little bit of right bias out of the bag which was fixed in 1 minute by shortening a
single bridle line. It flies well in winds that cause my DC to corkscrew into the ground.

That's my half informed opinion. I'd like to here from Stratoscoop owners as well.

Regards, Scott
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Re: Flowform or Stratoscoop??
From: Brooks Leffler
Date: 7/1/98
Time: 12:39:21 PM
Remote Name: 152.173.66.182

Comments

I was Greens US rep for several years, and have flown and tuned many a Scoop. They pull like a bear
and are a great lifter when flying well, albeit at a lower angle than DCs, roks, and deltas. Probably the FF
flies at a slightly higher angle; certainly doesn't pull as hard, and has a much simpler bridle. I would
generally concur with what the ITW salesperson told Scott Kroeger. But more importantly, it probably
says a lot that with a box full of Scoops (1, 2, 3, & 4) in my garage, I use a FF16 for almost all of my
KAP ventures.
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Web site- 1998 KAP Exhibition- Japan KAP Assn
From: Rick Inzero, rdi@cci.com
Date: 6/8/98
Time: 6:41:37 AM
Remote Name: 192.7.1.12

Comments

I ran across the 1998 KAP Exhibition run by the Japan KAP Assn. It's got lots of nice photos by people
from all over the world. The link ie: http://plaza7.mbn.or.jp/~JKPA/KAP98.html I've viewed the pix
under "Overseas Special Entries" so far; perhaps there's more, too.
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KAP Photo Contest?
From: Cris Benton
Date: 6/6/98
Time: 11:22:45 AM
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

Some time back I received the fine suggestion from Simon Harbord that we have a kite aerial
photography contest managed through this WWW site. The idea appealed at the time and I put it on the
list of possible future projects. Now that my school term is over the future is here - at least in terms of
thinking more about Simon's idea.

I propose a round of quarterly KAP Photo Contests with each round's theme selected from ideas that you
contribute. For instance, the Kite Aerial Photography Worldwide Association had a contest several years
ago for KAP images that featured the kiteline in the image. More recently AKA had contest for KAP Self
Portraits. Submissions will be in the form of electronic files (gifs or jpgs) mailed to me as e-mail
attachments or sent via floppy disk. I will refrain from entering (you have seen enough of my images)
and will serve as one judge with two additional judges selected for each quarterly contest. The winner
and as many entries as practical will be posted on a summary WWW page at the end of each quarterly
round. I think it will be a great way to get the work of others posted on the net plus its fine motivation to
get out there and shoot some more.

I am interested in whether you would be interested in seeing such a project go forward and for
nominations of interesting KAP Photo Contest themes. I am also interested in proposals for contest rules
(maximum size of image, permission to place on summary WWW page, number of entries allowed per
person, etc.) Respond to this discussion thread.

All the best.
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Re: KAP Photo Contest?
From: kite.photograpy@hetnet.nl
Date: 6/14/98
Time: 5:01:32 PM
Remote Name: 139.92.45.48

Comments

Why should it be a contest, is it not possible to create some kind of gallary in which KAPers can present
themselves with some photos and a summary ? My experience is that many 'low profile' kite fliers don't
like contests.

Hans Wiebosch, The Netherlands
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Re: KAP Photo Contest?
From: David Hunt
Date: 6/26/98
Time: 9:50:33 PM
Remote Name: 152.163.204.214

Comments

It could be more like quarterly juried selections with a theme. Which would make it low keyed yet still
selective.

David Hunt
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Re: KAP Photo Contest?
From: Mark Frasier
Date: 6/14/98
Time: 4:48:34 PM
Remote Name: 208.223.43.36

Comments

I hope it comes together. I'd send in an image or two.
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Re: KAP Photo Contest?
From: jean-edouardc@arcadis.be
Date: 6/13/98
Time: 1:16:09 PM
Remote Name: 195.7.18.88

Comments

i would greatly enjoy to take part of such a contest, and if it happened i would spread the news here in
europe.i thing it is a great idea. don't make the subjects too broad, and also one picture would oblige
people to look differently to their own pictures. the best thing is that it would reach Kapers all around the
world. one sentence explaining the picture gives an other idea of whom made it like on the japanese
exibition. let me know
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Re: KAP Photo Contest?
From: Michael Alpert
Date: 6/7/98
Time: 7:43:27 PM
Remote Name: 204.249.164.179

Comments

Hi Cris,

What a great idea! I think it would be very interesting to see the results of many KAPers shooting the
same theme. Count me in.

Some themes might include: Abstracts, People, Sports, Shadows, Kite Aerial Photojournalism. Just
brainstorming here.

I think the size of the pic should match your site, roughly 200 x 135 pixels with links to larger images.
As far as how many entries per KAPer, it probably depends upon how many plan to take part. Three
images sounds good but if there are 200 KAPers entering, thats quite a bunch of bytes to sort through.

Should cropped or full frame images be a factor? Just a thought.

I hope more are interested. This sounds like a fun way to share ideas and images, and see how other
KAPers view their world.

Michael
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Re: KAP Photo Contest?
From: Rick Inzero, rdi@cci.com
Date: 6/8/98
Time: 6:37:21 AM
Remote Name: 192.7.1.12

Comments

Excellent idea! It would give those who don't have a web site up (yet) an easy way to show a bit of their
work. Some subject ideas: water, trees, "other kites", "my favorite pic", buildings, cars. I think 3-5 entries
sounds about right, depending on how long each contest runs (the longer the contest, the more outings
we'll have to shoot the subject). I recently ran across the '98 Japan KAP Assn's exhibit on the web, and it
was very nice to see the work of so many participants. I'll post this address in the next message.
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Re: KAP Photo Contest?
From: Rick Inzero, rdi@cci.com
Date: 6/10/98
Time: 12:29:06 PM
Remote Name: 192.7.1.12

Comments

Of course, cropping and "leveling" would be allowed. (To save those of us who don't have a
Horiz/vertical RC control with live video preview. :-)
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Re: KAP Photo Contest?
From: Mark Frasier
Date: 6/14/98
Time: 4:47:04 PM
Remote Name: 208.223.43.36

Comments

Maybe one of the themes could be "uncropped images".
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Where to find black kite line?
From: Scott Kroeger
Date: 6/2/98
Time: 10:15:38 AM
Remote Name: 151.186.90.168

Comments

Well, now that I've gotten things off the ground I'd like to get that darn string out of the shots. I recall
reading somewhere in KAP land that black line is available. Anybody know where I can get some?

Thanks, Scott
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Re: Where to find black kite line?
From: Michael Alpert
Date: 6/3/98
Time: 8:51:27 AM
Remote Name: 204.249.164.218

Comments

I have recently purchased a roll of Berry Blue 400lb spectra 2000. On my last KAP outing I purposely
shot towards the line and have found that it is barely visible. The Berry Blue line that is all blue has been
discontinued because when it gets wet it turns your hands blue, But the company still has it in stock.
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Re: Where to find black kite line?
From: Cris Benton
Date: 6/2/98
Time: 6:30:52 PM
Remote Name: 128.32.181.181

Comments

Hello Scott,

That black line comment sounded familiar so I ran a search on this very discussion group and found my
answer to a similar question from one year ago. Here it is:

-------------------------

I generally travel with three spools of line:

As mentioned before my favorite is a spool of 200 pound black dacron. I think it photographs well
(unless you want a very visible line) and it has a great texture in the hand (slightly waxy.) The brand I
use is Laser Pro from Innovative Textiles, Inc. (800-876-7676)

Innovative Textiles, Inc. 2105 I-70 Business Loop Grand Junction, CO 81501 Ph: (970) 242-3002 Fax
(970) 242-3030 laserpro@innotex.com http://www.wic.net/innotex/html/LasrPro/laserpro.htm

I buy my black line in 3,000-foot spools from Tom McAlister in Berkeley <athiline@ix.netcom.com>.

I fly with approximately 1000 feet of the 200 pound line on a large Halo plastic hoop. I find the Halo
hoop straightforward to use and, better yet, compact.

Regarding length -- the Bay Area teems with helicopters and fixed-wing aircraft. In theory they are
supposed to stay above 500 feet and I am supposed to stay below this height. Since I do not fly above
500 feet I do not need more than 1000 feet of line.

My second spool of line is 130 pound black dacron from the same company. I keep a little over 1,000
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feet on a Gator spool (but I like the Halo spools better -- easier on the hand.)

My third line set is 1,000 feet of 250 pound white dacron on a large wooden Stratospool. This line feels
great in the hand and the Stratospool is a well crafted object that pleases all the senses (but watch that
spinning knob.) I use it less than I anticipated because this spool and line setup weighs too much (~6 lb.)
and takes up alot of space (doesn't fit in my KAP gear bag.) I should use it more often.
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Is the main KAP site functioning?
From: Cris Benton
Date: 6/1/98
Time: 9:14:31 AM
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

Hello all,

It turns out that the UNIX mavins at my college actually decommissioned the machine that once held the
main KAP site. Until they provide a new server (soon they say) the KAP WWW site is being served via a
redirect to another server. I am told that this should be transparent to users. Yet, the http log shows about
1/6 the former traffic.

My questions to you:

1. Are you able to access the main KAP site (any of the header links above) without difficulty?

2. Does the server return any specific error messages (e.g., 302)?

Thanks,

Cris
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Re: Is the main KAP site functioning?
From: bgausman@stan-co.k12.ca.us
Date: 6/1/98
Time: 7:11:23 PM
Remote Name: 207.212.207.2

Comments

I checked most of your links and all loads just fine...Bob Gausman
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Re: Is the main KAP site functioning?
From: Scott Kroeger
Date: 6/1/98
Time: 4:41:48 PM
Remote Name: 151.186.90.168

Comments

Everything seems A-OK.
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Films of choice
From: Michael Alpert
Date: 5/31/98
Time: 1:55:14 PM
Remote Name: 204.249.164.198

Comments

Hi Everyone, I was thinking about experimenting with new films and thought some of you might have
some thought on the subject. I currently use Kodak Royal gold 400 for most of my real estate KAP
sessions, and it has consistantly given me sharp images. I would like to shoot more slides for my artistic
KAP but I found that the higher speed slide films can be grainy. Any thoughts would be appreciated.

Michael Alpert P.S. Did lots of work on my site (although still in progress). please have a look.
http://www.kitephotos.com
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Address change for this page
From: Cris Benton
Date: 5/30/98
Time: 12:01:58 AM
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

Due to shuffling of the college's servers this page has a new address. Please update your bookmarks to:

http://www-cedr.ced.berkeley.edu/kap

Thanks
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Main KAP WWW pages will be sporadically down
From: Cris Benton
Date: 5/23/98
Time: 10:43:37 AM
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

My college's computer administrators are conducting their annual, unannounced discombobulation of
UNIX system. It looks like the KAP WWW site will be down on and off during the next couple of weeks
(groan).

I plan to move the site to another server as soon as I can, much as I did with this discussion page. This
may entail a domain name change - thus confusing every search engine on the planet. i will keep you
posted here and at the WWW site's What's New page.

That is all.
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KAP WWW pages back up
From: Cris Benton
Date: 5/27/98
Time: 6:54:16 PM
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

After being down for five days the KAP WWW site is up and running again. It should be stable for the
near term. My apologies for any inconvenience the outage may have caused. The problem was rooted in
a reconfiguration of our college's servers that terminated all "personal" www offerings. It took a while to
get the site restored.

Sometime soon I will have to move to a new server. We are trying to work out a method that will be
transparent to the site's users.
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Picavet lines
From: Erik Crins
Date: 5/19/98
Time: 7:29:00 AM
Remote Name: 195.241.132.99

Comments

Hi, at the moment I'm building my first Picavet suspention and I would like to know how many lines
Ishould use. Is it one single loop through all four points of the cross, or do I use four individual lines?

Erik
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Re: Picavet lines
From: Rick Inzero, rdi@cci.com
Date: 5/19/98
Time: 8:40:36 AM
Remote Name: 192.7.1.12

Comments

It's one very long piece of string (perhaps 30-50 feet or 9-15 meters long); it won't work if you use
individual pieces of line; you'll see what I mean once you string it. For handling ease, don't make it too
long or the camera/cradle will drag on the ground later while you're hooking it all to the kite line.

Figure out how to daisy chain the lines before your first outing- I spent probably 1.5 hours of my first 2
hours of KAP experience repeatedly untangling these lines!

The picavet is an amazing device. It will hold the cradle not only level, but at any angle you set it at, no
matter what happens to the kite line.

Cris has a diagram with the stringing order which needs to be followed for proper functioning of the
picavet... Click on: Equipment, Camera Cradles and Suspensions, My Picavet Suspension, and scroll
down a bit.
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Kite Safety:  Sunburn and Cancer
From: Bruce A. Baskett  bbaskett@io.com
Date: 5/14/98
Time: 12:43:08 PM
Remote Name: 199.170.92.30

Comments

Terrific document, Chris.

Here it is in a nutshell:

http://www.texmed.org/news_events/radio_spots/aug0296_60.htm
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Kite Safety--Eye Protection
From: David Hunt
Date: 5/13/98
Time: 10:23:07 PM
Remote Name: 206.105.205.202

Comments

One piece of equipment that never seems to get mentioned for the kite bag is sunglasses. I am one that
never wears sunglasses for any other activity that I'm involved in, but I can see that they would be
beneficial for someone that stares into the sky for a past time. I wonder if there are any certain colors that
you could use to improve seeing (ie. target shooters use yellow lenses)
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How to control a daisy chain?
From: Rick Inzero, rdi@cci.com
Date: 5/13/98
Time: 8:12:46 AM
Remote Name: 192.7.1.12

Comments

I've been daisy-chaining my picavet lines, and about 2/3 of the time, when I go to "unzip" it, I find that it
doesn't "unzip"- I end up manually unlooping parts of it.

When creating the chain, at the end, I stick the "tag end" through the last loop, basically tying it off, so it
won't undo itself during vibration in the car trunk. When attempting to unzip, I pull the tag end back out,
and I SHOULD be able to unzip cleanly, but most of the time it just winds up a mess. I'm obviously
pulling the tag through the wrong loop. Can anybody describe the CORRECT use of the chain (perhaps
keeping track of which loop to use?), so that I can reliably unzip it every time?
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Re: How to control a daisy chain?
From: David Hunt
Date: 5/13/98
Time: 10:07:46 PM
Remote Name: 206.105.205.202

Comments

The following senerio may be what you are incountering. When you have multiple parrallel lines daisy
chained together (as with a picavet or kite bridle), during the unzipping process you may seem to come to
a premature stop. This being caused by one or two of the lines not being pulled out of the the last "link"
of the chain when the others were pulled out. By pulling on each line individually you can find and
release the line(s) that are holding up the process.
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Re: How to control a daisy chain?
From: Cris Benton
Date: 5/13/98
Time: 8:28:04 PM
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

Hi Rick,

Nicely phrased question. I have found daisy-chaining lines an essential strategy to avoid what my kids
call "devil knots" in my Picavet suspension and kite bridles. I know what you mean about the occasions
when the unzipping fails to proceed smoothly and the whole thing becomes a mess.

Figure: This image, one of the rotating images on my welcome page, shows a Picavet with dowel and daisy
chained lines.
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Here is my Picavet routine: After a session, I remove the Picavet from the kiteline and attach the kiteline
ends to a six-inch dowel I keep for this purpose. The dowel has small eye hooks at either end and keeps
the Picavet ends from getting entangled. I then hold the dowel above my head and let the Picavet
equalize out by gravity - the cross causes all line segments to assume equal length from cross to dowel. I
then grasp the Picavet lines near the cross and chain the lines together with fairly small but not tightened
loops. The chain is finished by a final loop like those that preceded except this last loop is drawn tight to
lock the chain stitch in place

When mounting the Picavet, I remove the dowel and attach one of the kiteline ends to the higher kiteline
attachment point. I then unravel the chain stitch - a matter of pulling the tightened loop free and letting
the remaining loose loops unstitch. I have done this enough now that devil knots have become quite rare.

All the best.
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Re: How to control a daisy chain?
From: David Hunt
Date: 5/15/98
Time: 7:53:07 AM
Remote Name: 206.105.205.209

Comments

Daisy Chaining also works great with household items such as long extension cords. You only have to
remember which end you started at.

P.S. When using extension cords with kites maintain a good ground connection <:)
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Re: How to control a daisy chain? + how to start
one
From: Rick Inzero, rdi@cci.com
Date: 5/14/98
Time: 6:20:03 AM
Remote Name: 192.7.1.12

Comments

Aha! Now I see what's different between what I do and what Cris does! Cris says: "The chain is finished
by a final loop like those that preceded except this last loop is drawn tight to lock the chain stitch in
place". What *I've* been doing (wrong) is PASSING the dowel all the way through the last loop, tying it
off (for real). This works great 1/3 of the time (surely keeping it from undoing itself), but the rest of the
time, I choose the "wrong loop" to back the dowel out through, killing the chaining effect. I'll try just
cinching the last loop tight, with *no final pass-through*, and this should fix my problem... thanks, Cris!

I am aware of the problem David H. mentioned, where one strand doesn't pull free, halting the
un-chaining, but like he says, it happens somewhere in the middle of a good unzip and is easy to fix. The
problem I had was evident right on the first loop to be unzipped.

Bruce Baskett asks how to start a daisy chain... All it is is a series of loose overhand knots, like you use
to start tying your shoes. You gather the lines together into one long bunch. Then you make a U-shaped
loop at the "bottom" (near the picavet), and flop it over on itself (a half turn), forming an O-loop (this is
the only time you have to flop over to make an O-loop, all the rest of the loops will be U-loops). Reach
through the O-loop with two fingers, and grab the long bunch of line, and pull maybe 6" (15 cm) of it
through the first loop. Now you have a new (U-)loop. Now reach thru this second loop, grab the line, pull
through, to get your third loop, etc., etc. until you run out of line. Look closely at Cris' photo, and you'll
get the idea (that's how I figured it out months ago).
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Re: How to "do" daisy chain?
From: Bruce A. Baskett bbaskett@io.com
Date: 5/13/98
Time: 9:54:44 PM
Remote Name: 199.170.92.8

Comments

Just what I needed! Last week end I got my picavet line so tangled in the field I had to start anew. Is it
possible to describe more of the daisy chain process, or can someone direct me to a sketch/diagram?

Thanks in advance. By the way that is a fine demo of the thermostat approach in the discussion.

I just found my snappy (we are in the middle of moving, oh my...) and may get some pics of my system
this week. The Bruce's Clip-Trip (TM) <grin> works great.

Regards, Bruce KB5IN Yes, I have been experimenting with KAATV. Very promising.
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How visible is a kite from low-flying aircraft?
From: Cris Benton
Date: 5/11/98
Time: 5:05:29 PM
Remote Name: 128.32.181.181

Comments

If there are pilots reading this discussion group I would appreciate hearing your sense of how visible
large kites would be to pilots of low-flying aircraft (< 1,000 feet AGL).

I am assuming that pilots become increasingly attentive when flying at low altitude and that they scan the
horizon for objects in the aircraft's flight path. Are kites easy or hard to see? Does it depend on amount /
direction of light or on other issues like workload?

 

[ Home Page | Background | Equipment | Gallery | Maps | Discussion | Others | What's New ]

Comments to author: crisp@socrates.berkeley.edu
All contents copyright (C) 1998 by Charles C. Benton.

All rights reserved. Revised: Wednesday, August 19, 1998

URL: http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_kapdiscuss/00000131.htm

How visible is a kite from low-flying aircraft?

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_kapdiscuss/00000131.htm [11/7/1999 6:15:13 PM]

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/kapdiscuss_post.htm
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/kapdiscuss_post.htm?305
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/00000131.htm/nav?next
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/00000131.htm/nav?prev
http://www.ced.berkeley.edu/~cris/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
mailto:crisp@socrates.berkeley.edu


[ Contents | Search | Post | Reply | Next | Previous | Up ]

Re: How visible is a kite from low-flying aircraft?
From: Jan van der Elsen
Date: 6/4/98
Time: 11:15:21 AM
Remote Name: 194.105.163.170

Comments

I have done some "homework" on this one: A week or so ago I visited the RAF Lossiemouth base here in
Scotland and discussed it with 1) a helicopter pilot and 2)a jet pilot...

1) The helicopter pilot said he could see kites but it did not make a lot of difference if they were brightly
coloured or not: by the time he noticed them...he had passed them...

2) The jet pilot (flying Tornado's) said he never was able to see any kites: the speed did not allow to see
them and even if he could, there is no time to react!

I fly small aircrafts every once in a while (Cessna and Piper) and my experience is along the same line as
the helicopter pilot.

The jet pilot was not that concerned at all: the impact of a kite was nothing (he said) compared to a bird..

But lets be clear: it COULD give aircraft problems! Let's stay safe!

But to answer the question: no...they would not notice a kite until it hits them..

Jan
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Thanks Jan
From: Cris Benton
Date: 6/6/98
Time: 11:27:31 AM
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

Thanks for the useful report. It confirms an intuitive sense that one should count on a kite being visible to
pilots.

BTW, there is a fairly large discussion thread going on rec.kites regarding aircraft.
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Re: How visible is a kite from low-flying aircraft?
From: Bill Nelson
Date: 5/17/98
Time: 2:58:20 PM
Remote Name: 169.132.99.179

Comments

Chris:

You might try calling your local airport's control tower about this.

Bill
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Used Flowforms?
From: Bob Brown rbrown3rd@mindspring.com
Date: 5/11/98
Time: 7:02:18 AM
Remote Name: 209.86.184.222

Comments

I presently have a Flowform 16. I would like to have a larger one for light winds. Noting that the 30 and
60 sizes are fairly expensive, I was wondering if there are any decent used ones for sale out there?
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Information sought on Wm. Eddy
From: Kate Middleton (MTavish@aol.com)
Date: 5/10/98
Time: 8:27:33 PM
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

I am writing a sequel to my book on Bayonne, NJ, the home of W. A. Eddy. I have a great deal of
information about his experiments and life, but lack photographs.

Do you know where I could find photographs of Eddy? I am looking for a portrait of him c. 1890-1919,
plus his aerial photographs of Bayonne. The NY Herald printed drawings of these photographs in 1895,
so I think they exist somewhere. I have checked a number of museums & libraries to no avail. From what
I have found, I believe his daughter Margaret died in Buffalo, NY in the 1960's.

I would be happy to share information about him in return for publishable copies of photographs.

Kate Middleton, NJ
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Re: Information sought on Wm. Eddy
From: David Hunt
Date: 5/11/98
Time: 12:59:59 PM
Remote Name: 206.105.205.228

Comments

Check out the following site:

http://www.lochnet.com/kap_it/index.htm

It has two photos of Eddy plus one aerial photo and a scetch of his equipment. Some photo credits are
given on the page and I'm sure that the page owners would give you more details about their sources.
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Re: Information sought on Wm. Eddy
From: Kate Middleton, mtavish@aol.com
Date: 5/11/98
Time: 7:49:29 PM
Remote Name: 152.163.206.87

Comments

Thank you for your help. I have written Andrea Casalboni, and she kindly told me the sources for her
photographs--a book entitled Parakites (1896). I'm having trouble finding a copy within 150 miles of NJ,
but I am trying. If anyone can think of any other sources for Eddy's aerial photographs, I'd be grateful.
Kate Middleton, NJ
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mapping vegetation
From: Erik Crins
Date: 5/8/98
Time: 2:47:23 AM
Remote Name: 131.174.80.198

Comments

Hello,

Great site and good idea this discussion page. At the moment I'm trying one of two new ways of using
k.a.p. as a tool for mapping vegetation patterns in the Netherlands. This happens within the project
"natuurbeheer stroomgebieden" (nature preservation river aeria's) at the department of Experimental
Plant Ecology of the University of Nijmegen. The problem was to be able to position the camera on the
same spot about once a week. Thi in order to be able to detect variations in patterns within one season.
The first of my solutions uses dyneema lines (100 ft.) to position the rig from three points of reference.
And the second attempt will be using a quad aerofoil (being able to control flight angle). Has enyone else
ever thought of this way of using k.a.p. and what were your solutions to position the rig, and keeping it
level?

Greetings and many winds,

Erik.
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Lawrence panoramas at Library of Congress WWW
site
From: Cris Benton
Date: 5/6/98
Time: 9:22:53 PM
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

I recently discovered that the Library of Congress has a 200+ online collection of George Lawrence
panoramic images including many kite aerial photographs circa 1906 - 1910? It is a first rate resource.
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/ammem/pnhtml/pnlwrnc.html

It was fun to discover that one of the images was a KAP view of Berkeley. I would love to find one of
those originals.

All the best.
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Re: Lawrence panoramas at Library of Congress
WWW site
From: Thomas Bennett
Date: 5/12/98
Time: 7:50:13 AM
Remote Name: 206.137.30.201

Comments

I have downloaded nearly all of his KAP photos. I think this is a very good resource. I would like to see
some pictures of his rig.
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Safety
From: David Hunt
Date: 5/5/98
Time: 8:52:55 AM
Remote Name: 206.105.205.102

Comments

When speaking of kite weight, do you include the weight of the line and your camera rig that is attached?
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Five pounds of what?
From: Cris Benton
Date: 5/5/98
Time: 5:46:14 PM
Remote Name: 128.32.181.181

Comments

David,

I believe the five pound limit refers to the kite proper. The operative phrase is "any kite that weighs
more than 5 pounds" in the FAA language (reproduced below).

---------------------------------

Sec. 101.1 Applicability.

(a) This part prescribes rules governing the operation in the United States, of the following:

    (1) Except as provided for in Sec. 101.7, any balloon that is moored to the surface of the earth or an object
thereon and that has a diameter of more than 6 feet or a gas capacity of more than 115 cubic feet.

    (2) Except as provided for in Sec. 101.7, any kite that weighs more than 5 pounds and is intended to be
flown at the end of a rope or cable.

    (3) Any unmanned rocket except: (i) Aerial firework displays; and, (ii) Model rockets: (a) Using not more than
four ounces of propellant; (b) Using a slow-burning propellant; (c) Made of paper, wood, or breakable plastic,
containing no substantial metal parts and weighing not more than 16 ounces, including the propellant; and (d)
Operated in a manner that does not create a hazard to persons, property, or other aircraft.

    (4) Except as provided for in Sec. 101.7, any unmanned free balloon that-- (i) Carries a payload package that
weighs more than four pounds and has a weight/size ratio of more than three ounces per square inch on any
surface of the package, determined by dividing the total weight in ounces of the payload package by the area in
square inches of its smallest surface; (ii) Carries a payload package that weighs more than six pounds; (iii)
Carries a payload, of two or more packages, that weighs more than 12 pounds; or (iv) Uses a rope or other
device for suspension of the payload that requires an impact force of more than 50 pounds to separate the
suspended payload from the balloon.
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(b) For the purposes of this part, a "gyroglider" attached to a vehicle on the surface of the earth is considered to
be a kite.

[Doc. No. 1580, 28 FR 6721, June 29, 1963, as amended by Amdt. 101-1, 29 FR 46, Jan. 3, 1964; Amdt.
101-3, 35 FR 8213, May 26, 1970]
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Re: Five pounds of what?
From: Thomas Bennett
Date: 5/6/98
Time: 8:58:32 PM
Remote Name: 206.137.30.204

Comments

It also says that if you are going to fly a kite over 150' you are susposed to give the FAA 24 hour notice.
But how many do that?
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Kites under 5 pounds exempt from all but Section
101.7
From: Cris Benton
Date: 5/6/98
Time: 9:17:28 PM
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

My reading of Federal Aviation Rules, Section 101 finds that kites weighing less than five pounds are
exempt from subsequent regulation except:

Section 101.7 - Hazardous operations:

a. No person may operate any moored balloon, kite, unmanned rocket, or unmanned free balloon
in a manner that creates a hazard to other persons, or their property.

b. No person operating any moored balloon, kite, unmanned rocket, or unmanned free balloon
may allow an object to be dropped therefrom, if such action creates a hazard to other persons or
their property.

If your kite weighs more than 5 pounds then onerous rules apply including providing 24 hour notice of
flights to the nearest FAA ATC, remaining below 500 feet of altitude, marking line above 150 feet with
streamers at 50 foot intervals, mounting lights if the kite is flown at night, and so on.

Sounds like a good argument for keeping your kite lighter than 5 pounds.

All the best.
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Want to buy starter kit
From: mpatterson@arithmos.com
Date: 5/4/98
Time: 7:14:44 PM
Remote Name: 38.212.45.57

Comments

I'm looking for a basic, simple starter kit someone might have for sale. I want to use a disposable camera
(preferably the waterproof kind) with probably a manual timer. Please email your offers to me at
mpatterson@arithmos.com.

-Mike
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Re: Want to buy starter kit
From: Bruce A. Baskett
Date: 5/4/98
Time: 8:29:37 PM
Remote Name: 199.170.92.30

Comments

Hi, Mike.

Apparently you are intested in an inexpensive rig which will take one shot and then the trigger will have
to be reset.

I have designed a very simple KAP rig (with a delayed trigger) comprised of ordinary household stuff.
The trigger uses a cloth pin, paper clip, a straw, water, and rubber band. "Bruce's Clip Trip" (TM). The
Picovet suspension camera cradle uses pencils, paper clips, and a coat hanger. Packing or strapping tape
is used extensively for the assembly. I hope to test the rig in flight and post the design and some results
this week.

My goal is to encourage cheap and easy KAP rigs anyone can build and try.

If, however, you have $$ and want to purchase a multiple axis RC rig, I think Brooks Leffler would be a
good contact. He is also the editor of the Aerial Eye, a fine AKA journal, dedicated to KAP. See other
pages on Chris' site for his address and for AE information.

Regards,

Bruce
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Re: Want to buy starter kit
From: mpatterson@arithmos.com
Date: 5/5/98
Time: 2:37:39 PM
Remote Name: 38.212.45.57

Comments

I was hoping to find someone who had built a decent simple starter KAP setup with disposable camera
(like the one Chris describes) who had then moved up to the $$RC model. Maybe someone has one in the
garage they don't use anymore.

I climb Mt Shasta every year and thought it would be great to get a picture of myself from 14,135'. That's
why I wanted a very simple, disposable system. No electronics. If I loose it...oh, well.

I have the mechanical inclination to make one, just no time to iron out the wrinkles before I go!

Please help!
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Re: Want to buy starter kit
From: Cris Benton (cris@ced.berkeley.edu)
Date: 5/6/98
Time: 6:08:23 PM
Remote Name: 128.32.181.181

Comments

I can lend you my disposable rig if you like. Images from the top of Shasta would be pretty cool.

Are you near Berkeley?
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Bruce's Clip-Trip (TM), and KISS Challenge.
From: Bruce Baskett
Date: 5/1/98
Time: 11:23:53 AM
Remote Name: 199.170.92.40

Comments

Daydreaming the other day about how to make a quick, inexpensive, yet reliable shutter release for
throw-away cameras (or others) I beleive I have come up with a great design.

The Bruce's Clip-Trip (TM) requires only tape, a cloths line clip, a rubber band, drinking straw, paper
clip, and water. No tools.

I issue a challenge to other KAPers to come up with the most simple and inexpensive yet reliable rig and
shutter release they can! I hope to post images of my designs in a few days.

Regards, Bruce
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Re: Bruce's KISS Challenge. - thermostats
From: Simon Harbord
Date: 5/6/98
Time: 7:20:17 AM
Remote Name: 206.241.18.4

Comments

Hi Bruce, here in the cooler part of the world I've had some success with experiments around the use of
bimetal strips for triggering shutters.This approach might sound somewhat exotic, but in its realisation is
gloriously simple.

What you have to do is find a source of old elecrical gear, typically here such things are called car boot
sales.What you're looking for is old thermostatically controlled electric heaters fan type or
convection,toasters etc, anything with a temperature cut out in it.Rip apart and you will find a small
bimetal strip unit behind the temperature control knob.

Another way to get these is to go to an electrical repair shop and ask for replacement thermostat units for
heaters etc. The guy will go rummaging around and come out with a small selection.There seems to be an
endless variety of shapes and sizes and modes of operation of these things and they don't cost much
particularly if the guy thinks he is going to shift old stock. Basically you are going to have to use a bit of
intuition in choosing what might be useful, I got a box full of these things and had great fun converting
them snipping off contacts, filing out casings, fitting tiny knobs, making mounting arrangements etc.Its
good fun, what you should end up with is a tiny little unit which you can position over the shutter button
of your chosen camera that you can adjust to "click"at ambient temperature. Then by simply warming the
strip, (I use my breath directed through a plastic tube directly at the strip) you can reset the strip. As it
cools back to ambient it clicks the shutter button.By adjusting the setting of the thermostat you can
induce a delay up to a few minutes if necessary Insulation, starting temperature, temperature difference
between start and ambient, all have a bearing on time to click. Lots of fun to be had playing with
thermostats, lots of failures, a few successes.But once you find one that you can modify to work the way
you want it to it is the ultimate in simple lightweight reliability. By using superlight 110 tiny cameras
you can make the 2 ounce rig that'll fit a coat pocket and go up on a pocket sled kite. In sunnier climes
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you might be looking for something that warms up to ambient as opposed to cooling down. But the same
principle applies. If anyone wants pictures of what this approach looks like I'll happily send on for Cris to
post.

Simon
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Thermostats - Simon illustrates his concept
From: Simon Harbord via Cris Benton
Date: 5/13/98
Time: 8:43:00 PM
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

Simon wrote recently the he had "used my video frame grabber and a gif animator to put together a
picture sequence illustrating the thermostat trigger approach. If you feel it of interest to anyone, could
you post it on the discussion page, is that do-able?"

Indeed it is. Click on the link to see Simon's image sequence. Be forwarned that this is a 376K file.
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Thanks Bruce
From: Cris Benton
Date: 5/1/98
Time: 3:13:45 PM
Remote Name: 128.32.181.181

Comments

Thanks for posting your challenge. I have been thinking alot lately about inexpensive timers for
disposable cameras. I'm generally looking for a 3-minute or so delay and a shutter release that doesn't jar
the camera.

BTW, I recently posted a page describing Bill Nelson's ice trigger method.

http://www.ced.berkeley.edu/~cris/kap/equip/ice.html

It is great to see that the discussion system is working.

All the best,

Cris
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Re: Thanks Bruce
From: Henry Jebe
Date: 5/14/98
Time: 10:16:12 AM
Remote Name: 208.151.108.143

Comments

Since I have been using music box movements with great success for several years to trip the shutter on
point and shoot cameras, I felt I would comment on their potential for disposable cameras as a non
jarring means of tripping the shutter. For cameras with winders, a cam like arrangement works well. For
single exposures, putting a short length of line around the winding stem whould provide a winch like
action to pull down a lever onto the shutter release.

Music Box movements that have a plastic case covering the movement (Japanese made) can be
purchased from several woodworking store outlets for $5.00 to $7.00 depending on quantity.
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Re: Music Boxes and wind-up toys
From: Bruce A. Baskett  bbaskett@io.com
Date: 5/14/98
Time: 11:53:39 AM
Remote Name: 199.170.92.30

Comments

What a great idea, Henry!

This makes me immediately thinking about using simple, cheap wind-up toys. Hmmm... a key factor
would be how long the toy can remain in action at a slow speed.

Thanks to Rick Inzero for the clear instructions on daisy chains. Yet another very useful piece of info
from Chris's discussion site.

Regards,

Bruce
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KAP Discussion Group back up
From: Cris Benton
Date: 4/23/98
Time: 6:15:41 PM
Remote Name: 128.32.181.181

Comments

The discussion group was down for a couple of weeks due to a bit of difficulty with Microsoft's
Frontpage 98 server extensions. My fix has involved moving the discussion group to a new server
(something I had planned to do anyway.)

You should reset your bookmark if you have one.

My next project is establishing an archive of the old messages and then trimming the length of the active
page.
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Cody's
From: David Lilly
Date: 06 Apr 1998
Time: 12:12:33
Remote Name: 199.174.193.238

Comments

First I must say Cris this is one super site. It has inspired me do give KAP a shot. Which leads to my
question. How suitable would the Ultralight Cody in the latest "Into the Wind" catalog be for KAP?
Could I assume It would only be usefull in the upper end of its listed wind range? 5 to 30... TIA
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Re: Cody's
From: Cris Benton
Date: 4/23/98
Time: 6:11:00 PM
Remote Name: 128.32.181.181

Comments

David,

I too had looked at the Green's Ultralight Cody 2 as a possible KAP lifter and a few months ago bought
one on a whim. I have only flown it a few times and have the impression that it will provide ample lift in
moderate winds.

I have been disappointed, however, in that my kite has a pronounced tendancy to pull toward the right as
the wind loads up. So my flying to date has all been devoted toward attempts to correct this flaw (sigh.)
Any suggestions from those that know?

My other comment related to the Cody as a KAP kite is that it takes some time to rig. No doubt this will
decrease with practice but I have grown spoiled by the convenience of the Suttons -- take out of bag,
attach line and tail, throw into sky.

All the best

 

[ Home Page | Background | Equipment | Gallery | Maps | Discussion | Others | What's New ]

Re: Cody's

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_kapdiscuss/0000011e.htm (1 of 2) [11/7/1999 6:15:54 PM]

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/kapdiscuss_post.htm
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/kapdiscuss_post.htm?286
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/0000011e.htm/nav?next
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/0000011e.htm/nav?prev
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/0000011e.htm/nav?up
http://www.ced.berkeley.edu/~cris/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html


[ Contents | Search | Post | Reply | Next | Previous | Up ]

Re: Cody's flying problems
From: jean-edouardc@arcadis.be
Date: 7/3/98
Time: 5:18:23 PM
Remote Name: 195.7.18.89

Comments

funny, i just bought a ul cody but mine plunge on the other side; after some trials i attached both upper
wing tips together with a 60 ponds line thru the tape loop and around the spar on each side and put some
tension on there, added an o'ring where both front spars crosses and this was enough to have more
tension on every surfaces: now the cody flies straight
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New (?) type of hangup- quicktree
From: Rick Inzero, rdi@cci.com
Date: 03 Apr 1998
Time: 11:44:34
Remote Name: 192.7.1.12

Comments

Here's a site in the Netherlands that details an amazingly simple but effective "quicktree" hangup:
http://www.inter.nl.net/hcc/Fbm.Nijhuis/ln_dress.html Apparently, a similar device is used by fisherman
over there, and the site's owner thought it could be used to hang kite laundry. I saw it, and realized I
could use it to quickly connect the picavet string to the kite line. The chief advantage (to me) is that it
took hardly any time at all to make a pair; in 10 minutes, with a coat hanger and some needle-nose pliers
you can make a set (I've seen the nice Leffler-type ones on the web, but haven't had the hour or two
needed to make my first pair). I used a file to smooth down the sharp edge that resulted from the cut
(don't want the kite line nicked). I tried the wire "quicktree" ones with the KAP rig today, and they work
*great*! (Much, much better and faster to hook up than the line-loop larks-heads I was using.)
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Re: New (?) type of hangup- quicktree
From: josborn@worldnet.att.net
Date: 1/25/99
Time: 7:49:14 AM
Remote Name: 12.78.207.125

Comments

Site for "quicktree" has moved //home.plex.nl/~fnijhuis/kites/ln_dress.html Looks like an ornament
hanger might do the job as well. Pretty simple if it works. John Osborn

 

[ Home Page | Background | Equipment | Gallery | Maps | Discussion | Others | What's New ]

Comments to author: crisp@socrates.berkeley.edu
All contents copyright (C) 1998 by Charles C. Benton.

All rights reserved. Revised: Monday, January 25, 1999

URL: http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_kapdiscuss/000001de.htm

Re: New (?) type of hangup- quicktree

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_kapdiscuss/000001de.htm [11/7/1999 6:15:58 PM]

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/kapdiscuss_post.htm
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/kapdiscuss_post.htm?478
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/000001de.htm/nav?next
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/000001de.htm/nav?prev
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/000001de.htm/nav?up
http://www.ced.berkeley.edu/~cris/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
mailto:crisp@socrates.berkeley.edu


[ Contents | Search | Post | Reply | Next | Previous | Up ]

Re: New (?) type of hangup- quicktree
From: Bruce A. Baskett  bbaskett@io.com
Date: 5/12/98
Time: 8:34:00 AM
Remote Name: 199.170.92.32

Comments

I made some of Fran Nijhuis' hangers for my KISS rig and they worked just great, too. Used large paper
clips. Thanks for the link!

Regards, Bruce
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Wonderful site, but I'm lost as can be! I can't find a
thing on where to get kites...
From: Jeff Harman dissux@aol.com
Date: 19 Mar 1998
Time: 16:00:49
Remote Name: 152.163.206.89

Comments

Man, what a site! I am a news photographer that has been grounded by my editor (I spent a little too
much last year on pilot and plane rental) and have been frantically searching for low cost ways of
aquiring the ariel photos that impressed the editor to hire me in the first place! This site is the ticket!

I need all the help that Chris and all the rest of you can give on where to get kites (internet sources,
buisness addresses, magazines, etc...) so that I can get started on the way toward supplying my editor
with the photos that our paper needs to stay on top! Here in the mountains of Virginia, there are no good
places to get QUALITY kites; all kites that fly here are fragile, cheaply made plastic jobs that couldn't
lift a feather...

Thanks in advance for the help, Jeff Harman
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Re: Wonderful site, but I'm lost as can be! I can't
find a thing...
From: David Hunt
Date: 19 Mar 1998
Time: 18:23:01
Remote Name: 206.105.205.107

Comments

First Greetings form the Hill of NE Tenn.--Johnson City to be specific.

Check out the following site it has almost every known site that deal with kites both personal sites and
commercial.

http://www.win.tue.nl/win/cs/fm/pp/kites/

it is called: Peter's Kite Site the links on his page are from all over the world and kept up to date as much
as is possible.

Cris (not Chris) has a small listing on his site. If you look at the top of the discussion page, click "Home"
and down that page you will see a listing for "Catalogs"

If you close to the Tenn. border send me a E-Mail

davdhunt@washington.xtn.net
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Multi-Flare?
From: Bruce Baskett
Date: 16 Mar 1998
Time: 18:15:42
Remote Name: 206.224.81.149

Comments

I have seen references to "multi-flare" kites, but have never seen one extept as an itty-bitty kite in the
distance. Can anyone guide me to information on this design?

I am particularly interested in kites which can lift safely in low wind, gusty conditions (oh, say... 5 with
gusts to 15 mph.) I dont want much, do I <grin>. Hmmm... how about rollers? Suggestions welcome.
Thanks in advance.
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Re: Multi-Flare?
From: Simon Harbord
Date: 18 Mar 1998
Time: 01:48:06
Remote Name: 206.241.18.4

Comments

hi Bruce, certainly the deltas and derivatives very often can handle a fairly wide wind range. The key
really is not to end up with a soaring design to minimise overflying tendancies. One kite I used to use a
lot in light winds in the '80s for lifting was the Morgan Megasled Delta, a monster hybrid sled delta
(think of a twin-spined, twin-keeled delta). Have you thought about a Rokkaku? The choice is large, and
as always comes down to what works for you.A large roller would probably make a very stable KAP
kite, (is anyone using one?) They are fine high angle fliers, though I must confess to never trying a rig
under mine. just some thoughts.... Simon
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Re: Multi-Flare? and DC question
From: Cris Benton
Date: 17 Mar 1998
Time: 11:43:58
Remote Name: 128.32.181.181

Comments

I was very impressed with Wolfgang Bieck's large multiflare - flown with a fuzzy tail. Scale diagrams of
a multiflare can be found in Putnam's KITES. A large delta Conyne might also fit your needs.

I've been thinking about getting a larger DC myself. Does anyone have experience with the larger
versions, recommendations for sources?
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Looking for KAP cradle
From: D. Freese
Date: 09 Mar 1998
Time: 13:22:22
Remote Name: 205.238.199.59

Comments

I am a KAP newbie and would like to purchase a 1 or 2 channel cradle for a small 35mm. I have not
purchased a camera yet, but I am considering several models including the Yashica T4 super micro or
similar. My kite will ift no mote than 2 lbs and I would prefer to be at 1lb total weight.

please respond if you have equipment you would like to sell.
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Re: Looking for KAP cradle
From: David Hunt
Date: 09 Mar 1998
Time: 19:52:44
Remote Name: 206.105.205.227

Comments

Brooks Leffler recently made a 20 oz. cradle for an Olympus Stylus Epic (currently the lightest 35mm
auto wind on the market). Brooks has advertised in the "Aerial Eye" that he will make KAP rigs to order.
His new design called--Monopost(trademarked)-- can be seen at:
http://www.emporia.edu/kite/equip/equip.htm#radio this is James Aber's site and he recently had Brooks
make this rig for him. There is a nice diagram of the rig on this page. Brooks mentioned to me that a two
view diagram will appear in the next issue of the "Aerial Eye". The cradle that appears in the diagram is
limited to about 75 deg. of vertical movement but can be modified to obtain a full 90 deg. movement.
The Monopost/tm can be manually operated for vertical/horizontal format. Brooks can be contacted at:
kyteman@aol.com

David Hunt
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the "EDDY" solution
From: Michael S. DeBurger madmike@tcon.net
Date: 08 Mar 1998
Time: 09:01:21
Remote Name: 128.196.76.201

Comments

<a href="mem.tcon.net/users/5019/1200/madkap.htm> A link to some photos w/the EDDY solution</a>
mem.tcon.net/users/5019/1200/madkap.htm
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Re: the "EDDY" solution
From: Michael S. DeBurger
Date: 14 Mar 1998
Time: 11:11:08
Remote Name: 128.196.76.201

Comments

no sooner did I post the URL than I lost it I'll be back sorry for the inconvienance (any FTP sites? Let me
know! madmike@tcon.net)
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R/C Control of Digital Camera
From: viewport@dial.pipex.com
Date: 06 Mar 1998
Time: 08:46:54
Remote Name: 193.130.245.173

Comments

Hi folks from London, England,

You may be interested in details of my interface to control an Olympus digital camera via radio control,
also links to some superb pictures of our local slope soaring site taken by a club colleague.

http://biomednet.com/rc-soar/tech/dwaerialphoto.htm

 

[ Home Page | Background | Equipment | Gallery | Maps | Discussion | Others | What's New ]

Comments to author: crisp@socrates.berkeley.edu
All contents copyright (C) 1998 by Charles C. Benton.
All rights reserved. Revised: Friday, March 06, 1998

URL: http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_kapdiscuss/0000010d.htm

R/C Control of Digital Camera

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_kapdiscuss/0000010d.htm [11/7/1999 6:16:17 PM]

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/kapdiscuss_post.htm
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/kapdiscuss_post.htm?269
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/0000010d.htm/nav?next
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/0000010d.htm/nav?prev
http://biomednet.com/rc-soar/tech/dwaerialphoto.htm
http://www.ced.berkeley.edu/~cris/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
mailto:crisp@socrates.berkeley.edu


[ Contents | Search | Post | Reply | Next | Previous | Up ]

Hover Rig
From: David Hunt
Date: 06 Mar 1998
Time: 06:28:38
Remote Name: 206.105.205.236

Comments

To Cris Benton; Looking at your two "Hover" rigs I was wondering why you chose to place 1:1 gears
between the servo and the camera platform and not a direct connection?
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Re: Hover Rig
From: Cris Benton
Date: 06 Mar 1998
Time: 23:06:31
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

Hi David,

I did indeed adopt a displaced servo approach to the rotation of my cameras from portrait to landscape
orientations. It seems few magazines are interested in a horizontal (landscape format) image for a cover.
Many before me have developed hover (for horizontal/vertical) rigs. As I thought about mine it seemed a
stretch to have the camera-holding bracket cantilever directly from the servo. By displacing the servo
from the axis of rotation, I could have a good solid thrust bearing hold the bracket while the servo axis
was relatively stress free. As you noted a 1:1 gear setup transferred the servos rotation to the bracket's
axis. Incidentally, the thrust bearing was a handsome piece scavenged from an old 5-1/4" floppy drive.

All the best,

Cris
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the "EDDY" solution
From: Michael S. DeBurger madmike@tcon.net
Date: 05 Mar 1998
Time: 14:03:48
Remote Name: 128.196.76.201

Comments

using an 8'EDDY Scientific as a rock steady SKY- ANCHOR, I send the NIKON FM w/24mm up the
line on a traveling rig hoisted by a 4'EDDY (trimmed a bit to the right) to a cross-stick stop on the line
this releases the spring to push a cable release SLOWLY hit stop for 1/250th (works every time!)
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the "EDDY" solution
From: Michael S. DeBurger
Date: 05 Mar 1998
Time: 13:47:17
Remote Name: 128.196.76.201

Comments

Well it's been over a year since I have sent the ol' NIKON into the skies of Indiana but I think I feel the
KAP bug bitin' so before I wax the line allow me to share with you some lessons I have learned thanks to
the earlier efforts of a KAP pioneer named Mr. William A. Eddy
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What camera to use?
From: Olof.kjellberg@indgym.abb.se
Date: 03 Mar 1998
Time: 08:17:13
Remote Name: 138.221.200.91

Comments

I have just been shooting my second roll of film with a Pentax pc-50 compact camera. However I am not
wery pleased with the sharpness of the pictures it takes. A photographer friend adviced me to replace the
rather inexpensive camera with a better one! I have seen that the author of this beutiful site uses a
Yashica T4. I have been offered a yashica T5 and I wonder if anyone has any experienc of this camera or
would recommend another one. Thanks! /Olof
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Re: What camera to use?
From: Cris Benton
Date: 03 Mar 1998
Time: 15:54:56
Remote Name: 128.32.181.181

Comments

The Yashica T4 Super point-and-shoot camera is my current favorite as a reasonably inexpensive KAP
camera. It is marketed as the Yashica T5 in Europe. I do like the camera which cost around $150 in New
York. It has a shutter speed that goes down to 1/700 second, a sharp lens, and a good meter. It is also
robust and has shrugged off the occasional bumps and jolts.

There is also a buzz these days about the Olympus Epic point-and-shoot.

All the best.

 

[ Home Page | Background | Equipment | Gallery | Maps | Discussion | Others | What's New ]

Comments to author: crisp@socrates.berkeley.edu
All contents copyright (C) 1998 by Charles C. Benton.
All rights reserved. Revised: Tuesday, March 03, 1998

URL: http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_kapdiscuss/00000108.htm

Re: What camera to use?

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_kapdiscuss/00000108.htm [11/7/1999 6:16:25 PM]

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/kapdiscuss_post.htm
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/kapdiscuss_post.htm?264
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/00000108.htm/nav?next
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/00000108.htm/nav?prev
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/00000108.htm/nav?up
http://www.ced.berkeley.edu/~cris/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
mailto:crisp@socrates.berkeley.edu


[ Contents | Search | Post | Reply | Next | Previous | Up ]

Re: What camera to use?
From: Bill Koch, wjkoch@bigfoot.com
Date: 7/30/98
Time: 12:53:30 PM
Remote Name: 151.196.125.161

Comments

I don't do any aerial photo work, but I am interested in purchasing a T4. Can anyone tell me if this
camera is good at avoiding "Red-Eye" when shooting people indoors with the on-board flash?

Any help would be appreciated. Please respond to my e-mail address. -BK
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Hangar spacing
From: Marty Allen
Date: 27 Feb 1998
Time: 06:33:17
Remote Name: 199.114.8.195

Comments

I am a brand newbie to KAP (but not kites). How far apart on my line should I place the hangars for a
Picavet? Thanks.
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Re: Hangar spacing
From: wim.verbeiren@village.uunet.be
Date: 03 Mar 1998
Time: 15:02:06
Remote Name: 194.7.245.245

Comments

my golden rule is: when the 2 lines going through the eyelet make a 90 degree angle (approx) then it is
right.

kind regards, Wim
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On the Cheap
From: Loescher
Date: 14 Feb 1998
Time: 22:18:16
Remote Name: 206.42.144.45

Comments

Hiya Gang! Gosh, I wish I had found this site earlier. With a day off, some brisk winds and a couple of
hours to kill I decided to enter the world of kite photography. I built my rig out of a yard stick, a couple
of pieces of wire, a disposable camera and a modified mouse trap to trip the shutter. A parachute carries
this ugly thing up to a cork on the line which triggers the mouse trap and wala. I say wala although I have
not developed the pictures. Anyway, I decided to see what else was happening with this craft and was
delighted to find this site. I must admit that I am overwhelmed by the level of technology involved at the
higher end. Still, for other beginners, it is possible to get a camera into the air on the cheap.
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Re: On the Cheap
From: Bill Nelson
Date: 6/21/98
Time: 6:39:06 AM
Remote Name: 169.132.98.189

Comments

Hi!

Have you developed your pictures yet; what are the results of your experiment?

Thanks!

Bill
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Camera Settings
From: Michael A.
Date: 26 Jan 1998
Time: 21:28:36
Remote Name: 204.249.164.170

Comments

I was wondering what some of you other KAPers use for camera settings. I am currently still
experimenting with differnt settings such as shutter priority, landscape mode, sports mode (so camera
looks for higher shutter speed), regular automatic mode, etc. I haven't found an "old faithfull" setting yet
that I know I can depend on. I'm flying a Cannon rebel X with a well balanced rig onder a picavet
suspension with rubber O-rings above and below the rig, yet there is still on occasion slight blur in the
detail of the picture. Does anyone have exposure stories, or an "old faithful"? I have yet to begin
recieving "the Aerial Eye", but I imagine that this would be a topic that might have been discussed in an
old issue. This is for Cris. A sperm whale beached itself here on Nantucket, big news for a little Island. I
was able to take some aerials and would like to share them. As I do not have a web page yet, could I post
some of them on your site? Actually, i'm sure everyone is proud of their pictures, and as this discussion
page is a good forum for sharing information, a gallery page for other kapers would be a good forum for
sharing images. What do you think? i just thought of it...

Michael :)
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Re: Camera Settings
From: Steve Yahn syahn@tscnet.com
Date: 02 Feb 1998
Time: 23:18:34
Remote Name: 207.227.237.155

Comments

The sunny F-16 rule is always my Old Faithful. It is F-16 By shutter speed equal to asa no. If it is a
sunny day and I have film of asa 50 then I use 1/50th second shutter setting. If cloudy Open one stop to
F-11 ,and so on. Good luck, Steve
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Radio Slaves?
From: Anthony Howell
Date: 24 Jan 1998
Time: 23:09:55
Remote Name: 206.206.120.77

Comments

Post Seasonal Greetings.

Radio Slaves? What kind of chat group have I gotten myself into?

I have been a busy boy and have only now been able to come close to completing a 4x5 fixed focal
length camera for flight. The camera housing is a styrofoam sphere wraped in kevlar and carbon. I
orginally wanted to lift an 8x10 camera but the copal #3 shutter will only go to 125th of a second. So, I
settled with a 4x5 and a #0 copal shutter, 1/500th. But, I have not discounted the 8x10. I know some of
our fore-fathers did not have the luxury of the faster shutter speeds and still obtained some great results.
It must be in the kites? I must admit it is nice to already be a large formatt photographer and have the
lens on hand.

I even worked up a new design of kite for lifting. Multi-celluar train that pulls like a mule and is more
stable than a well tuned rokkkaku. The interesting part is the x and y axis are supported by graphite rods,
normal, and the z axis is the flying line. The kites will go up in any kind of wind the lead or head kite
will go up in, presently a roller. I have been trying the roller because it flies good in light air and can
handle the heavier winds went it gets up in the higher altitudes and leaves the ground effect winds. If you
have any comments or suggestions about a better lead or head kite I would love to hear. If you would like
to have a look at the celluar kite designs write me howell@zianet.com I am sure I could get some kind of
plan on the net.

Now for the areas I am truely weak in, electronics and servos. I need help from those that have had
experience. Why re-invent the wheel, I do that enough as it is. Has anybody been playing with the Pocket
Wizard Digital Radio Slave or something simular? It seems like it would be better to fire the shutter
electronicaly as opposed to mechanicaly. Less movement, (even though putting a loop in a shutter release
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cable takes out any vibration/old photographers trick,) electronic firing would have a direct responce as
opposed to having a slight delay from the servo moving the distance required to depress the shutter. I
know, I know, the Pocket Wizard sells for $400, anybody have a used they want to sell? I was just
wondering if there is another type of RC slave out there that I have not heard about and sells for less.
Another question. What type of sevos can experience recommend for a moderate weight camera. Please:
name brand dropping and where is a good source. How about a reliable mechanical connection for
panning the camera about 120°. And lastly has abody come up with a better kind of pulley for attaching
to the picvet system?

Please excuse any spelling, I have become terribly dependant on electronic dictionaries over the years.

Oh, one other post. If you are looking for used camera equipment try rec.photo.marketplace a good place
to find used equipment and not pay an arm and a leg.

Thanks, Anthony Howell (did I spell that name right?)
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Flow Form 60
From: David Hunt
Date: 24 Jan 1998
Time: 12:20:36
Remote Name: 206.105.205.200

Comments

To Cris or any other user of the FF60:

You state in you equipement section that you have a FF60 but I dont recall you posting any pics that use
this kite. Have you used this kite for KAP? Under what conditions and with what results. If you have not
used this kite for KAP why? I am particularlly interested in this kite's low wind speed capabilities and
characteristics.

David Hunt
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Re: Flow Form 60
From: David Hunt
Date: 25 Jan 1998
Time: 11:44:33
Remote Name: 206.105.205.214

Comments

Sorry Cris I somehow overlooked your comments previously about the FF60 under "Flow Forms for
newbies". I guess I'll just blame it on the flu. If however someone else has experience with the FF60 I
would appreciate your comments.
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Re: Flow Form 60
From: Cris Benton
Date: 26 Jan 1998
Time: 08:07:21
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

David -- there are also comments regarding the FF60 on gallery pages 101 and 102 of the site. My first
FF60 did not fly well and never lifted a camera. After a year of fiddling with it I sent it back to Air
Affairs and they replaced it with a new kite. The new one flies very well and soon had cameras below it.

I had hoped that the FF60 would extend my camera flying wind range below the 7-8 mph required by the
FF30. It does! I flew the camera for the photographs in gallery page 102 with the anemometer showing
about 3 mph at ground level.
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web site update
From: Bob Pebly
Date: 20 Jan 1998
Time: 18:48:06
Remote Name: 129.37.229.97

Comments

Just a quick pointer to some recently posted KAP photos:

http://www.geocities.com/Yosemite/7685/kap.htm

Bob
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R.C. Aircraft Photography
From: Patrick Joyce, Palm Bay Fla.
Date: 18 Jan 1998
Time: 16:56:12
Remote Name: 207.115.11.13

Comments

Great pics guys, i am origonally from the bay area and really enjoyed seeing alot of the old sites. I have
taken photos for the last 12 years with my radio controlled powered gliders and they almost always come
out great! I have taken photos from up to 5,000 ft. My california shots have been great, but most of my
florida shots are flat and featureless ( like the whole damned state). I now fly a large R.C. plane with a
video camera on board and it is really cool and sometimes very scary. gotta go, I look forward to more of
your shots in the future.

 

[ Home Page | Background | Equipment | Gallery | Maps | Discussion | Others | What's New ]

Comments to author: crisp@socrates.berkeley.edu
All contents copyright (C) 1998 by Charles C. Benton.

All rights reserved. Revised: Wednesday, August 19, 1998

URL: http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_kapdiscuss/000000f6.htm

R.C. Aircraft Photography

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_kapdiscuss/000000f6.htm [11/7/1999 6:16:44 PM]

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/kapdiscuss_post.htm
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/kapdiscuss_post.htm?246
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/000000f6.htm/nav?next
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/000000f6.htm/nav?prev
http://www.ced.berkeley.edu/~cris/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
mailto:crisp@socrates.berkeley.edu


[ Contents | Search | Post | Reply | Next | Previous | Up ]

Camera Comments Requested
From: coh@i-2000.com
Date: 17 Jan 1998
Time: 09:06:10
Remote Name: 207.97.128.176

Comments

I, too, have the Olympus Stylus Epic, and I must confess to a bit of disappointment upon learning of
Simon's discovery that this camera's normal exposure programs are a bit less than optimal for KAP.

I was wondering if one of the pre-set flash programs would offer a better combination of shutter
speed/aperture for our purposes. Perhaps Night Flash mode would give a faster shutter speed/larger
aperture combination in a given lighting situation than normal Daylight mode does?

Can anyone think of an empirical way to test this?

--Chuck Henderson
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Re: Camera Comments Requested
From: Simon Harbord
Date: 19 Jan 1998
Time: 03:11:30
Remote Name: 206.241.18.4

Comments

Chuck, please don't be disappointed about a camera you own on account of my comments. Brooks
Leffler and I have been corresponding over this, and he has had none of my experiences with it. There is
no doubt it is a gem of a camera, I am beginning to find my success rate improving, as I take account of
the "perceived" problem. I do shoot a lot in overcast conditions which doesn't help. (if I didn't I wouldn't
have done much KAPping at all the last 6 months...!) I think it is important to say that the advice aspect
of KAP is always a bit fraught as conditions, light, type of subject, money, rig systems and a thousand
other factors make advice from one KAPper to another less "transportable" than it would seem.It reminds
me of the old "which computer should I buy?" discussion. Very few of us have the luxury of being able
to "test" one system or camera against another in identical conditions, and tend to recommend the system
we have had our best experience with.I'm going to carry on with the Mju2 as I'm starting to like it more,
and seem to be getting better results now. I guess cameras like the T4 win out as they have a high user
base of experience. The Mju 2 has yet to get that.

regards Simon
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Richo FF-9 question
From: David Van Zandt
Date: 15 Jan 1998
Time: 08:41:52
Remote Name: 204.122.25.57

Comments

I purchased a Richo FF-9 from a pawn shop. Love the camera for my simple KAP system, but I don't
have any documentation with it.

Is the jack input hole next to the mode button on the side of the camera for electronically tripping the
shutter... or for an external flash... or what?

Thanks, DVZ
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3D-KAP
From: Steve Yahn syahn@tscnet.com
Date: 05 Jan 1998
Time: 21:05:49
Remote Name: 207.227.237.124

Comments

Has anyone done any 3D photography from kites? Did you use standard spacing or extra wide? I haven't
but it seems intrigueing.
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Re: 3D-KAP
From: David Schenken
Date: 11 Jan 1998
Time: 20:33:45
Remote Name: 207.113.77.1

Comments

I have been doing terrestrial 3D photography for 4 years and have some suggestions. The first is that the
minimum distance from camera to subject is 20:1 when the cameras are set parallel. A spacing of 15 feet
produces good 3D effect up to a mile, so you can figure up from there. For single camera kite
photography I would recommend a wide angle lens. This leaves room to turn and crop the photos so that
they match. Experiment! Have fun! You will have fewer problems with two cameras when they are
carefully aligned for elevation and twist(angle about the lens axis), and some tilt-in is a benefit when not
photographing to infinity, but cropping of the photos can compensate if you are in the neighborhood.

I have a 3D rig, but still need an attachment to the kiteline and am probably going to redo the trigger.

Best of luck to you. David Schenken

 

[ Home Page | Background | Equipment | Gallery | Maps | Discussion | Others | What's New ]

Comments to author: crisp@socrates.berkeley.edu
All contents copyright (C) 1998 by Charles C. Benton.

Re: 3D-KAP

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_kapdiscuss/000000f3.htm (1 of 2) [11/7/1999 6:16:51 PM]

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/kapdiscuss_post.htm
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/kapdiscuss_post.htm?243
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/000000f3.htm/nav?next
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/000000f3.htm/nav?prev
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/000000f3.htm/nav?up
http://www.ced.berkeley.edu/~cris/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
mailto:crisp@socrates.berkeley.edu


[ Contents | Search | Post | Reply | Next | Previous | Up ]

Re: 3D-KAP
From: Simon Harbord
Date: 08 Jan 1998
Time: 01:55:18
Remote Name: 206.241.18.4

Comments

I recently took a set of conventional KAP photos of a local castle and found that two adjacent negatives
on the film had almost identical images, obviosly taken very close in time to each other. By viewing
them as a stereo pair, I found they exhibited excellent 3D. The castle concerned was quite distant,
probably 800 feet away in a low oblique shot. Clearly the camera had traversed between the two
exposures though I don't of course know the distance. Since then I've been encouraged enough to buy a
couple of cheap motor drive 110 format (yes I know- quality shutter speed etc etc) and construct an
adaptor boom for a standard rig based on a 3 foot long carbon fibre boom, the two cameras and a Y servo
extender cable and a couple of micro servos for shutter, by using gearing from the existing tilt servo all
the functionality of the rig can be kept. The rig can be modified in about two minutes, and returned to
normal use in the same sort of time. Problem is I don't know how well it works yet as it hasn't flown. I'll
report progress. I'm sure a lot of other KAPpers have done much better than this and studied it in much
more depth, I just wanted to "dip my toe in the water" before spending a lot of money. The whole adaptor
rig cost me £40 UK including the 2 cameras (cheap cheap) and using bits from my workshop.

best regards Simon
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Re: 3D-KAP
From: Wim Verbeiren
Date: 07 Jan 1998
Time: 15:31:11
Remote Name: 194.137.67.40

Comments

Steve,

the reason why you find little or nothing about 3d KAP is because there is almost no 3D effect in these
pictures. Since the camera is quite far from the subject, all objects are almost at "infinite", so 2 images
taken 7 cm/3inches apart give almost identical results. even extra wide spacing, which in normal 3D
photography results in a miniaturising effect, still is disappointing, unless one could set up a spacing of 2
meters (2.2 yards) or more, which is rather unpractical with a kite rig I guess. However, if you should
risk to approach scenes with buildings or trees in the front close enough, (up to 10-20 meters), and with
spacing between the 2 lenses of about 30 to 50 cm (75-125 inches), you might end up with some nice
'scale model" landscapes. Remember that, since the cameras are in a very unstable state, the 2 shutters
will have to be synchronised very accurately, even the slightest deviation will ruin the 3D effect.

good luck !

Wim Verbeiren
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Looking into Medium Format
From: Michael Alpert
Date: 22 Dec 1997
Time: 14:50:57
Remote Name: 204.249.164.222

Comments

I have just started shooting color slide film and have become immediatly hooked on its color and
sharpness. I under stand that medium format cameras can provide even 3 1/2 times more detail than
regular 35mm. I have done some reading, and have found 3 manufacturers that make auto focus, auto
winding, and auto exposure medium format cameras. They are Fuji, Pentax, and Mamiya. My question
(and I'm not even sure I would hang anthing that expensive from a kite) is that most of these cameras
weigh about 3lbs. I figure with cradle and film the rig would weigh 4 1/2 lbs. My current rig weighs 3lbs
and has some trouble in winds less than 15mph with a sutton flowform 30. Does anyone have experience
with heavy rigs and larger kites? If you do I would love to hear some wind range and weight statistics.
Maybe a good crash story to get this crazy idea out of my head!

Happy Holidays! Michael
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Re: Looking into Medium Format
From: Henry
Date: 01 Jan 1998
Time: 22:48:26
Remote Name: 208.151.108.122

Comments

I have fooled around a little with a couple of 120mm cameras that I purchased at garage sales. They were
completely manual and had some success, I would like to have a little wider lens though.

I am hoping to take time to build a camera that will expose two frames of 120mm film at one time, so I
can shoot a little bit of a panoramic shot, it will be manual exposure control. If it works well, I plan to try
creating a winding mechanism for achiving more than one shot per lofting.
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Re: Looking into Medium Format
From: Steve Yahn tscnet.com
Date: 22 Dec 1997
Time: 21:43:10
Remote Name: 207.227.237.146

Comments

Just a thought. You might use a Yashicamat 124 G Which takes really sharp clear exposures. It is all
manual but is about $100 to$200. And it is not especially heavy,2 to 3 lbs. Ive no experiance kite flying
med.formate however. Good Luck, Steve.
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Wondering about the Canon Elph Jr.
From: Cris Benton (cris@ced.berkeley.edu)
Date: 15 Dec 1997
Time: 13:42:32
Remote Name: 128.32.181.181

Comments

For some time now I've been looking at the Canon Elph APS camera. This tiny camera appeals to me as
an object and has received decent reviews for image quality. On the down side, I am not eager to begin
work in a new format -- particularly one with less film area per frame -- and the Elph's 2X zoom lens is
also rather slow (around f6. Well now there is an Elph Jr. that costs less and has a faster fixed focal
length lens (f2.8). I wander in and out of being tempted.

Is anyone using APS for KAP? Does anyone have experience with the Elph or Elph Jr.?
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use kodak 135 film- panatomic -x
From: tmaher2010@aol.
Date: 09 Dec 1997
Time: 18:32:12
Remote Name: 152.163.213.115

Comments

I suspect that this is not your groups main interest, but, I'm new to this to begin with. I have a Kodak
camera w\ flip up view finder that uses 135 film(suspect 35mm film old version) or something . I really
have no knowledge of this at all. All I know is the copyright date is 1938. The camera seems to be in
perfect condition. It is definetly a Kodak camera with a flash diomatic shutter. Any help on whether or
not this camera is worth using or selling would be greatly appreciated. Thank you.
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Re: use kodak 135 film- panatomic -x
From: Steve Yahn syahn@tscnet.com
Date: 09 Dec 1997
Time: 19:48:58
Remote Name: 207.227.237.96

Comments

Try to find a copy of SHUTTERBUG MAGAZINE.They focus on collectable photo gear sort of.
Brookline Camera Exchange has been good to me in dealing with this sort of thing. It maybe that the
older lenses made befor WW II had no antireflective coating on the lenses and glare and lack of good
contrast is the result. I'm guessing it's made of substantial metal,It's heavy?

Good Luck Steve Yahn
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Small R/C
From: David Schenken
Date: 07 Dec 1997
Time: 17:12:13
Remote Name: 207.113.77.1

Comments

For those who don't follow it, Radio Control is getting small and relatively cheap. For small, how does a
2.9 inch wingspan, 10 gram, single channel R/C sound?

For the more practical, FMA direct 800-343-2934, sells the S-80, a $20, 9 gram servo.

See the January 1998 issue of Flying Models for details of these and more.

Remember, balancing the rig about its pivots is critical to cutting battery requirements.

Later.

David Schenken
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Camera Comments Requested
From: Matt Luly
Date: 06 Dec 1997
Time: 14:27:27
Remote Name: 199.174.198.155

Comments

I'm looking for a camera for KAPing. Having studied numerous Web sites and the last 2 years of the
"Aerial Eye", I've come to the conclusion just about every kind of camera has been used at one time or
another. Based on Brooks Leffler's article in the fall 97 AE, I stopped by a couple of camera stores and
looked at the Olympus Stylus Epic. It looks like it should work fine, but I have one reservation: there is
no way to override the metering to compensate for non-standard lighting. However, this doesn't seem to
be common feature on modern, compact (lower priced) cameras.

Now my questions: 1) What do people think is the camera best suited to KAP (under $175)? 2) If you are
using an Olympus Stylus Epic for KAP, how do you like it? 3) How do non-SLR KAPers handle
exposure compensation?

Thanks in advance for your help. Great Web site!
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Re: Camera Comments Requested [exp comp]
From: pwaelde@acadiacom.net
Date: 24 Dec 1997
Time: 06:38:58
Remote Name: 209.12.219.132

Comments

I don't know enough about KAPing (is that a verb ;-) to help with your other questions, but I can help
with the exposure compensation. It depends on whether you what to over or under expose.
<BR><BR><B>To over expose: </B>Most P&S's will expose film @ 100 ISO if they can not read the
DX code off the film. So if you want one stop of over exposure use 200 speed film and put tape over the
DX code on the film. (2 stops would be 400 speed film and +3 would be 800) The down side to this
approach is that your whole roll will be over exposed. (We can fix that later) <BR> <BR> <B>To under
expose:</B> As indicated by an earlier poster you can cut a piece if ND gel and tape it over the light
sensor on you camera. These are availible in different speeds. You can get them in 1/3, 1/2, 2/3, 1, 2
stops etc. You can also use them together. ie: Two pieces of 1/3 = 2/3 stop.<BR><BR><B>Here is the
real fun!</B> You can use these together to get any combo you want. Here's how... Load a roll of 400
speed film with the DX code taped. This will over expose everything 2 stops. Tape a piece of 2 ND gel to
camera and you get a "normal" exposure. and "new math" tells us that 2nd + 1nd = -1EV (remember we
are already 2 over so if you put three stops on ND on camera you get -1) This method is very cool cuz
you can do exposure compensation "on the fly" (yuk yuk yuk) and do it within 1/3 stop. (Also don't
forget to tape you viewfinder with gaffer's tape to block the light.) <BR><BR>If you need some ND
material (or if you have questions) e-mail me and I will snail mail you some ND material.<BR><BR>
Hope this helps- Paul
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Re: Camera Comments Requested [exp comp]
From: Simon Harbord
Date: 27 Dec 1997
Time: 05:32:54
Remote Name: 206.241.18.4

Comments

I don't know if anyone has come across these, but here in UK at Jessops and other good camera stores,
you can buy stick on DX code strips to uprate or downrate film. Works well. I've used it on the Olympus
mju2.

Simon
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Re: Camera Comments Req [sorry bout HTML]
From: me again
Date: 24 Dec 1997
Time: 06:43:42
Remote Name: 209.12.219.132

Comments

Sorry about the HTML codes in the text, I was trying to make it more readable. But the submition script
'nuked' my HTML. and made a mess of it. Sorry again Paul
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Re: Camera Comments Requested
From: Simon Harbord
Date: 12 Dec 1997
Time: 05:19:47
Remote Name: 206.241.18.4

Comments

I bought one of these brilliant little camera's back in the early summer and have used it for quite a lot of
KAP since. It is marketed here in the UK as the Olympus Mju2. I too got the "batmobile" version, and
find the lens quality pretty good. Now though I do have some negative comments about it. The auto
exposure does not selectively use shutter speed to reduce exposure, it uses a combination of iris and
shutter to optimise so for example it may stop down to f11 as well as playing with the shutter speed. In
side by side KAP tests with a Yashica T4 (same film same location)this camera turned in far less
critically sharp shots. This was a huge disappointment to me as I really like the camera, but over and over
again it's turned in a lower sucess rate than my Yashicas and SLR's. I've got to the point where I'm only
putting 800 ASA film through it. This certainly brings up the success rate as a simple fix, as would other
ploys. I have a suspicion too that the autofocus hunts and doesn't always get it right. The difficulty here is
that in marginal light conditions the camera allows itself to stop down a little and seems to consider
1/125 as an optimum shutter speed, even though it will go up to 1/000. Without a sports mode that nice
big piece of glass isn't being used wide open except in extremely bright conditions.When it is you will
notice that the lens isn't quite as good as you might imagine, there is slight but detectable loss of critical
sharpness towards the edges. I guess thats why the lens stops down to around f11 and 1/125 in normal
conditions, makes the lens then seem very very good.

Sorry to be a slight downer. I would seriously recommend doing some testing with the camera. If you
live somewhere sunny or don't mind using fast film go for it.

Simon
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Re: Camera Comments Requested
From: Matthew Luly
Date: 17 Dec 1997
Time: 15:58:57
Remote Name: 199.174.165.231

Comments

Thanks. This is the kind of information I was hoping for.
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Re: Camera Comments Requested
From: Simon Harbord
Date: 19 Dec 1997
Time: 02:32:14
Remote Name: 206.241.18.4

Comments

Mathew, just another thing to temper some of the negative things i've said about the camera. A friend
here in Scotland posted one of my early shots taken with the Mju2 on his website, as you can see it is
pretty sharp, even given the limitations of the JPG format: http://www.clarkphotos.co.uk/kite.html Also
remember that many KAPpers work with low shutter speeds and slow film, look at Wolfgang's work on
Cris's pages. A steady rig with good suspension, a stable kite, vibration damping etc will all help build
the success rate at lower shutter speeds.

Best Regards Simon
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Shutter Speeds and Apertures
From: David Hunt
Date: 12 Dec 1997
Time: 13:36:22
Remote Name: 206.105.205.245

Comments

I was wondering how you obtained the information about the Olympus Stylus Epic shutter speeds and
apertures. Was it through correspondence with the company or deduction or through direct measurement
(if so what method do you use).

David Hunt

 

[ Home Page | Background | Equipment | Gallery | Maps | Discussion | Others | What's New ]

Comments to author: crisp@socrates.berkeley.edu
All contents copyright (C) 1998 by Charles C. Benton.

All rights reserved. Revised: Friday, December 12, 1997

URL: http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_kapdiscuss/000000e5.htm

Shutter Speeds and Apertures

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_kapdiscuss/000000e5.htm [11/7/1999 6:17:20 PM]

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/kapdiscuss_post.htm
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/kapdiscuss_post.htm?229
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/000000e5.htm/nav?next
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/000000e5.htm/nav?prev
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/000000e5.htm/nav?up
http://www.ced.berkeley.edu/~cris/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
mailto:crisp@socrates.berkeley.edu


[ Contents | Search | Post | Reply | Next | Previous | Up ]

Re: Shutter Speeds and Apertures
From: Jan van der Elsen
Date: 16 Dec 1997
Time: 00:14:43
Remote Name: 206.241.18.4

Comments

I will provide the answer here for you, since Simon is on holiday for a few weeks:

Simon and myself are going out together on KAP sessions on a regular base. As a result, we both often
shoot pictures of the same subject. We noticed however that my pictures, taken with the Yashica-T4 were
sharper than his taken with his new camera. That was a surprise indeed since the reason for buying
Simon's camera was the high shutter speed! We than noticed in the manual that comes with the camera
that the exposure time is a pre-programmed combination of iris and shutterspeed. Since it is
pre-programmed, you cannot influence or change these settings.

In other words: it is a very "sexy" way (for a camera in that class) to control the exposure time but
doesn't make it ideal for KAP under lower light conditions.

Simon has not given up yet but DID buy a new T4...

The morale: study the manual before buying a camera!

Jan ;-)
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Re: Camera Comments Requested
From: David Hunt
Date: 09 Dec 1997
Time: 07:17:29
Remote Name: 206.105.205.214

Comments

I recently bought the Olympus Stylus Epic based on Books' article in The Aerial Eye. The Epic offers
these exposure features: Auto Flash (the flash fires in low light automatically this is the default setting
when the camera is first turned on), Redeye-Reducing Flash (redeye reduction with the flash on every
shot), Flash Off (for every shot), Fill-In Flash (the flash fires every shot reguardless of available light),
Night Scene Flash (the flash exposes the foreground subject while the shutter exposes night scene up to 4
sec.), Redeye-Reducing Night Scene Flash (like above with redeye reduction), Spot (this allows you to
set the exposure to correctly expose for a selected area of the frame reguardless of its surroundings, such
as in a strongly back lighted situation).

This camera also offers a 12 second self-timer and remote control, which is infared and limited to 5
meters (3 second delay when activating the shutter with the remote control)

By the way Brooks' Silver model may look like a Honda, but my black version looks like the batmobile.
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Re: Camera Comments Requested
From: Rick Inzero
Date: 08 Dec 1997
Time: 07:58:02
Remote Name: 192.7.1.12

Comments

Regarding exposure compensation, you could put a small piece of neutral density (grey) transparent
material over the light sensor to increase exposure (by fooling the camera that it is darker out than it
really is).
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Re: Camera Comments Requested
From: David Schenken
Date: 07 Dec 1997
Time: 16:57:52
Remote Name: 207.113.77.1

Comments

Nothing on the Stylus, but what sort of conditions do you envision? So far I'm a terrestrial photographer
(though one with a 360 continuous pan and +10/-90 elevation stereo camera platform, needing only to
build the adapter to hold it to the kite string) and as such have neither success nor dissappointment to
guide me.
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What size Sutton for newbie?
From: bgausman@stan-co.k12.ca.us
Date: 17 Nov 1997
Time: 23:59:51
Remote Name: 204.212.211.106

Comments

I first found this site a week ago and got TOTALLY energized by the fresh views and perspectives of
KAP. Thanks for the great views! I'm excited to get started. My main targets will be SF coast area,
Calfifornia's Central Valley and the Yosemite National Park area. This past weekend I visited "Gone
With The Wind" in Belmont CA and almost bought a Sutton, but couldn't decide whether to get the 30 or
the 60. Will one size fit many conditions? Can anyone advise? I'll be lifting a Canon Rebel with a 20-35
zoom lens in a picavet rig.
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Sutton advice
From: Cris Benton (cris@ced.berkeley.edu)
Date: 18 Nov 1997
Time: 22:24:56
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

I guess I would be a reasonable candidate to answer your questions about which Sutton Flowform would
make a good starter kite. I live near your proposed KAPing territory and fly the Canon Rebel as well.
I’ve been flying the Sutton Flowforms for over two years now and am a fan of this kite. I currently have
models of 8, 16, 30, and 60 square feet. Of these I rate the Sutton 30 as the most useful for a Canon
Rebel sized rig. I often use this kite to lift cameras and it has become my favorite. My next most used
size is the Sutton 16 which comes into play when the winds exceed 15 knots. Given a fresh breeze it can
handle my Canon rig easily.

It turns out that I rarely use the Sutton 8 or Sutton 60. The former comes out every now and then when it
is really blowing. But I’ve come to understand that very high winds are not ideal for KAPing. You would
think the Sutton 60 would prove useful for lower wind speeds but I don’t find it to have very much
advantage over the Sutton 30. On the other hand it tends to pull too much if the winds pick up. When the
winds fall below the Sutton 30’s range I tend to switch to my carbon fiber framed Rokkaku.

All for now.
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Re: What size Sutton for newbie?
From: Michael Alpert
Date: 18 Nov 1997
Time: 22:22:38
Remote Name: 204.249.164.169

Comments

Hi Newbie,

I am also new to the hobby and have found that to imerse yourself into KAP there is no dought that you
will need a quiver of kites. I have a 12 ft delta and have just purchased a sutton 16 and a sutton 30. One
day the 16 wouldn't lift the rig (cannon rebel x approx 3lbs.) and another day I was afraid it might uproot
the tree it was anchored to! I have been an avid stunt kite flyer for many years and have developed a
sense of how the kite will react in certain wind conditions. I am now adapting this sense to my new kites
and KAP rigs. As to which kite to get first? I couldn't tell you, it depends on what kind of wind you get.
It seems to me that the 16 will do well in a 15mph wind but may have trouble with a heavy rig in
anything less than that. Once again, I have only flown the suttons a few times. If your'e hooked like me
you will probably get both. I am now looking at the Sutton 60 with wishfull eyes. By the way anybody
want to buy some stunt kites?

Hope this helps. Sunny days and good winds to all! -Michael
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Gloves
From: Cris Benton (cris@ced.berkeley.edu)
Date: 17 Nov 1997
Time: 20:13:08
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

Gloves are an essential accouterment for flying camera-lifting kites.

I just retired my tenth or so pair of kite flying gloves after they became too perforated for safe use. The
last five pairs have been sailing gloves with double leather palms and blind stitching. They expose the tip
of thumb and forefinger for delicate work and completely cover the remaining fingers. I've liked working
with these gloves but wish they lasted longer than the 2 to 3 months I get out of them.

Before the sailing gloves I tried work gloves and garden gloves.

I'm curious about what other folks are using. Can you recommend a glove solution that works well and
tends to last?

All the best.
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Re: Gloves
From: Thomas Bennett
Date: 10 Mar 1998
Time: 10:14:41
Remote Name: 152.163.205.105

Comments

I use heavy duty rubber gloves. I got mine at a farm supply store. I can grip my reel real good with them.
They are a bit bulky so when I am not holding the reel I put on different gloves. When I reel in my line I
put a leather glove on my right hand so the line doesn't catch. After over 150 flights they have no serious
wear on them.
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Re: Gloves
From: David Hunt
Date: 19 Nov 1997
Time: 08:10:25
Remote Name: 206.105.205.214

Comments

I have been using an $8 pair of work gloves. The major problem seems to be when you are grabbing the
line with a locking type grip while trying to let line out or to bring it in quickly, the line tends to become
entangle about the fingers because of the excess leather. A solution might be to reverse the glove and
resew the fingers for a more snug fit.(you could also cut up old gloves to make double or triple palms)

I'll try the better fit with the fingers and report back.

David
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Re: Gloves
From: Jan van der Elsen
Date: 19 Nov 1997
Time: 00:22:36
Remote Name: 206.241.18.4

Comments

Believe it or not, I still have my orr. pair of gloves, used for more than a year now and they have seen
many feet of line passing both going up and down..

I use (smooth) leather gardening gloves, around £1.80 a pair. These are full gloves so I have to take them
off ones the rig sits up nicely in the sky in order to work the remote. I liked your message on your gloves,
with the tips cut off: I am going to give that a try, get the scissors out..

Mind you: full gloves in Scotland have another advantage, they keep you warm!

Jan ;-)
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What Goes Up . . . . !
From: Martin Hood
Date: 11 Nov 1997
Time: 10:30:55
Remote Name: 194.73.82.245

Comments

What Goes Up . . . . !

As I've been reading through a number of Web sites on KAP I've noticed that most of the accounts
involving kites dropping from the sky, seem to end in "Thankfully I didn't have the camera on at the
time".

Does this surggest that kites are "HELPED" by having a camera or other pay load, pulling on the line or
does it just mean that when KAPer loose their Rig they don't like to talk about it ??

On very much the same note, what sort of thing have poeple come up with to prevent their camera from
being damaged when the ground comes up to meet it ?

Good Light and Clean Air , Martin

P.S. Many thanks to all who replied to my last question.
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Re: What Goes Up . . . . !
From: Rick Inzero
Date: 12 Nov 1997
Time: 06:49:19
Remote Name: 192.7.1.12

Comments

Most of the camera protection in KAP rig photos I've run across online center on one key element-
protect the lens face. In the photos I've seen, the protection is a protrusion of the metal or wood camera
mount to the front of the camera- like a pair of extra arms sticking out front. That way, if a camera lands
or rolls onto its face, the lens will be held off the ground.
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Build my own kite?
From: bob.lindell@medtronic.com
Date: 03 Nov 1997
Time: 14:42:48
Remote Name: 144.15.89.222

Comments

hello all!! first of i have to say what a help these pages have been. 2 weeks ago i'd never heard of KAP
and now i spend all my time looking things up on the internet or tinkering with my rig. thanks to all of
you who have posted information, pictures, and illustrations.

on to my question...like i mentioned above i have started my rig, i already had a radio and a nice little
camera and i was so fired up after seeing what could be done that i had to get started right away. but now
i'm to the hard part (for me), the kite. i've looked around and read up and i think i want to hoist with a
rokkaku. they seem stable and reliable and i'm really a novice at the whole kite thing so didn't want
anything fancy. i've looked around on the internet and found some plans that i think i can adapt to fit my
needs and are complete enough to follow. what i'm looking for is maybe some feedback from other
people that have built their own kites (rokkaku or otherwise) and get some success stories and some
nightmares. i want to know if it's unrealistic for me (being a novice kite flyer) to think that i can build my
own kite and have it work. should i just fork out the money and buy one?? i'm trying to do this on a
budget, it's nice that i already have a camera and a radio but the prices i've seen on kites hasn't been to
friendly. do most people build their own kites?? can anyone suggeest a better (easier/cheaper) kite to
build that would suit my needs of lifting on low winds?

any comments or even flames would be appreciated.

--Bob bob.lindell@medtronic.com
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Re: Build my own kite?
From: syahn@tscnet.com
Date: 05 Nov 1997
Time: 20:18:47
Remote Name: 207.227.237.124

Comments

I've built many kites myself thruout my 48 years. It's amazingly simple. Please do it yourself. dont buy.
Unless you know by experiance that your a klutz. I have always had the most boring success with the old
fashioned box kite. covered with cloth or paper or plastic. when you build and fly your own kite "you"
are flying not just watching some thing you paid for merly flying. It's the journey! I can say also that you
need to match the weight of frames and tightness of covering upon the right and left sides of whatever
design you choose. Also use whatever materials you have around you. You don't have to use carbon
graphite and nylon cloth.

I wish you best of luck, Stephen Yahn
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Re: Build my own kite?
From: Paul Breddels
Date: 04 Nov 1997
Time: 02:35:50
Remote Name: 193.79.232.154

Comments

Hello Bob.

First welcome to this exciting hobby. I too found out about kap on these pages and they helped me a lot.

I build my own Rokaku for lifting and used the plans from Peter de Jong
http://www.xs4all.nl/~pdj/rok.htm I made an 1.5 meter version. This works fine for stronger winds about
4 bf. My camera and rig weights about 750 grams.

I plan to make a 2 meter version for less wind.

The rok was the second kite i ever build. It flew right of the bag (sewing machine) To me as a novice the
hardest part was the fact that ripstop is so slippery. I used doublesided tape to tape everything before
sewing. That worked fine.

My rok is very stable. But before i connect my rig to the line i always make a testflight of about 15
minutes. Because I always found it necesary to adjust the bridle a litle.

The only disadvantage of the rok in my opinion is that it is a bit harder to transport than a soft kite.

Happy Kapping, Paul Breddels.

breddels@xs4all.nl
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Starting Kite Aerial Photography
From: DaveandMB@mho.net
Date: 23 Oct 1997
Time: 09:40:19
Remote Name: 206.156.104.122

Comments

We are 3 high school students with an assignment of building a system which can take pictures and wind
the camera while attached to a kite. If you have any ideas or info. please E-Mail us at
DaveandMB@mho.net. Thanks for your time and effort.

Eddie, Josh, and Jody
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Re: Starting Kite Aerial Photography
From: Bob Pebly
Date: 23 Oct 1997
Time: 18:28:43
Remote Name: 129.37.52.126

Comments

You've already found *THE* Internet reference for your subject. Take a look at Chris' Background &
Equipment links at the top of this page, they have more than enough to get you started. Good luck...
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Benton KAP Exhibit opening in Southern California
From: Cris Benton (cris@ced.berkeley.edu)
Date: 22 Oct 1997
Time: 12:37:57
Remote Name: 128.32.181.181

Comments

I have an exhibit of kite aerial photographs opening in Southern California for a two-month run. The
experience of putting the show together has been very interesting and, in retrospect, a delight. Working
with gallery director Gary Colby and manager Kevin Holland, I selected 57 images for display and had
6.7"x10" hand-exposed, high-quality color prints made. Eight of these were reprinted at 9.3"x14" to
provide a few larger images. Each of the prints represented the full negative -- thus the 2:3 proportion --
with one exception. I cropped the "bow tie adjustment" image that appeared previously in the aerial eye.

I've known most of my images from their 4"x6" machine-printed proofs and the flat bed scans I make
from them (that's what I post on the WWW site.) It was a great delight to see high quality prints of my
best shots. They held up very well in the translation.

I surface mounted the prints on museum board using transfer adhesive and sent them off to the gallery
last Monday. If you are in Southern California try to stop by and take a look.
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The Exhibit Announcement by Gary Colby and Kevin Holland

BTW, the exhibit is one reason why the KAP WWW site has been so static lately. Now that it and the
magazine articles are done I look forward working on the web site some more. Look for changes soon.

Show details:
--------------------------------------------------

The Camera Aloft
Kite Aerial Photography by
Charles C. Benton

An exhibition of color photographs in
the Irene Carlson Gallery of Photography

University of La Verne
Miller Hall
1950 Third Street
La Verne, CA 91750

Benton KAP Exhibit opening in Southern California
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909/593-3511 ext. 4285

October 29 - December 17, 1997

Gallery Hours M-F 9:00 a.m.- 9:00 p.m.
Admission is free
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Digital or Video KAP?
From: G. Ward
Date: 21 Oct 1997
Time: 19:55:27
Remote Name: 206.127.23.152

Comments

Anyone tried using a digital still camera, a video camera or even a video downlink?
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Re: Digital or Video KAP?
From: Wim Verbeiren
Date: 22 Oct 1997
Time: 13:37:34
Remote Name: 194.137.66.37

Comments

The low end digital cameras from the first generation are too low in resolution indeed, and show lots of
artefacts in the image. However, at this moment the beginning of an affordable higher resolution wave is
showing. Cameras like the Olympus C820L (in the States known as D320L) and the Kodak D120 have
twice the resolution of the above mentioned (between 800-1000 x 1200 pixels), this is good for a color
print of 10x15 cm printed on a 720 or 1440 dpi color proofer. enlargements will definitely show the
pixels. One must know that, apart from the battery cost (if you plan to buy a dig. cam., get one that
accepts rechargeable batteries, and Jan, next time, switch off the lcd display, that is what is eating the
batteries, you don't need it when it is up in the air!!), you need the equipment to print or view the images,
so if you don't own a computer and a good quality printer, you're stuck. for the rest, a digital camera
behaves just like a usual pocket camera. A video camera is totally useless, since it is moving all the time
and you get seasick watching the video afterwards. Supposing you have a 'frame grabber' on your
computer, keep in mind that the resolution of a (non digital) camera is comparable with about half the
resolution of the first generation digital still cameras (160 x 240 pixels), thus even more fuzzy than that.
If you add the noise you get while transmitting such an image to earth, you have the answer to the third
option you mentioned.

kind regards,

Wim

wim.verbeiren@euronet.be
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Re: Digital or Video KAP?
From: Simon Harbord
Date: 23 Oct 1997
Time: 00:41:26
Remote Name: 206.241.18.4

Comments

I recognise the disincentives to video from the air, the seasick effect being one of them. Nevertheless
many KAPpers do use and have used video to good effect as a spotter device,for aiming the still camera,
the picture quality being largely irrelevant. A guy here in Scotland (Alan Mackie) has recently published
an article on video downlinking through a wire using static dissipation, and I know a lot of people use
video senders, and microwave transmitters, and can achieve near broadcast quality. Gyro stabilisation or
a simple gimbal may do something for image stability too though I only know of this use on model
helicopter video applications. Certainly it is something i still plan to tinker with from time to time. So I
cant quite agree with the "A video camera is totally useless,since it is moving all the time and you get
seasick watching the video afterwards." Video has its place though what that will ultimately be will be
led by the technology available and the ingenuity of KAPpers.

I can't quite remember the resolution available to still 35mm camera users, in terms of "pixel" resolution,
but the figure is awesome, one that digital cameras are going to take some years yet to achieve parity
with.

Simon
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Re: Digital or Video KAP?
From: Wim Verbeiren
Date: 30 Oct 1997
Time: 06:25:30
Remote Name: 206.173.99.38

Comments

Sorry Simon, for my quite rude remark about video being totally useless, but I thought I read between the
lines of the original question that the video was ment as the final output medium. But I am not a native
english speaker, so I may have been wrong there. Concerning that resolution, I will send some digital
KAP images up here soon, so everyone can judge for themselves whether or not they are 'suitable'

Kind regards,

Wim wim.verbeiren@euronet.be
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Re: Digital or Video KAP?
From: Jan van der Elsen
Date: 22 Oct 1997
Time: 00:32:53
Remote Name: 206.241.18.4

Comments

I played around with a digital still camera from the office the other day and came to the conclusion that
the resolution of these cameras is nothing compared to 35mm pictures scanned on a proper scanner. The
realy high res. cameras cost a fortune (still) and I still question if you ever get the same quality as from
35mm, especially if you make enlargements! Another thing that I noticed was that the camera certainly
LOVES batteries! And a set of proper ones cost about the same as a 35mm film. You should be pleased
to get two sessions out of one lot of batteries.

I gues the thing is: what is your main purpose for taking pictures? If it is for using on web-pages or small
publications, a digital camera is a good option. When you want to use it for enlargements I don't think the
digital camera is ready yet (at least not for a reasonable price!)

But I DO believe that digital cameras will become the thing in future: with ultra-high resolution for low
prices. But we might need to wait a few years.

Jan ;-)
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Sutton not found
From: Wim Verbeiren
Date: 18 Oct 1997
Time: 11:27:10
Remote Name: 194.137.66.31

Comments

For almost 6 months I tried to find a commercial sutton 16 and 30 here in Europe, but apparently it is not
sold here. I could order it in the States, but I had a nasty mail order experience lately. Is there anyone out
there who can provide me a plan ? I would greatly appreciate it, and certainly do something in return !
btw. I found a flowform plan on the internet, I built it (after having to adapt some incorrect figures) and it
flies awfully !! it's a shame, all that good ripstop...

many thanks,

Wim

wim.verbeiren@euronet.be
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Re: Sutton not found
From: Jan van der Elsen
Date: 19 Oct 1997
Time: 01:34:31
Remote Name: 194.105.163.170

Comments

Wim, I have posted this message before for somebody else, but here we go..

Many people tried to get a Flowform in Europe and indeed, difficult to get. Only by mail order across the
Water.

A good alternative (maybe even better!) is the Jalbert parafoil. I am flying this kite for a year now, with
different tails to adjust for wind conditions and it NEVER failed on me so far. A very stable flyer and
would never fly another one. The only other kite handy to have is a huge delta for very low wind
conditions. Any other condition, including stormy winds (yes, I have done that, not much fun though..)
and the Jalbert does the job.

You get get it in every good kite shop or mail order it through Wind-Things in Edinburgh Scotland.

Hope it helps!

Jan ;-)
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A question -elctrical lines and overhead
obstructions
From: Simon Harbord
Date: 15 Oct 1997
Time: 00:38:42
Remote Name: 206.241.18.4

Comments

Cris, I noted on rereading your gallery page on the dutch windmill in golden Gate park
at:http://www.ced.berkeley.edu/~cris/kap/gallery/gal82.html

that you mentioned "It was decidedly awkward working the camera into position over the windmill
proper. This ultimately involved working the kiteline around several trees,through a gully, and over a set
of electrical lines. It would have been impossible without the steady, and strong, Pacific breeze."

This is of interest to me as so often overhead obstructions lie between me and my targets, and walking
the kite in becomes impossible due to something like this. I am not advocating kite flying around HT
cables and the like, and am well aware of the risks, but if there is a technique for getting over stuff that
you or any other KAPper has used I'd love to know of it. Thinking around it I have worked out one way,
though I'd have to test it out to know it worked. Anyone?

Simon

PS Dave Morris - I e-mailed you the other day. try: simon.harbord@conoco.dupont.com
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Flowform Question
From: Michael Alpert
Date: 14 Oct 1997
Time: 21:43:21
Remote Name: 204.249.164.174

Comments

I am currntly fying my Kap rig with a 12' delta and have found that it lifts very well in strong winds.
However, in lighter winds it tends to ride on top of the wind rather than face it. I am considering
purchasing a Sutton flowform (most likely the 16 and the 30) but have a few reservations. 1. In gusty and
unsteady winds is it likely for the cells to collapse? 2. With the delta, I can bring the line in quickly to
maintain flight if the wind should fail, (which I have already done to save my rig when it was 100 feet
over the harbor)can this be done with the flowform? 3. The Flowforms fly at a lower angle than the
deltas, does this cause any unforseen problems? 4. My delta under the right conditions flies rock steady
with my Fuzzy Tail, can I expect the same with the soft kite?

My only experience with parafoils is my 75ftsq bulldog which I hang a 45ft spinsock from. The kite is
anchored to my truck with 1200lb boat moring line. I am confident in the kites abilities and was
wondering if I can expect the same from my Flowform.

Surely I don't expect any guarantee that my rig won't end up in the drink but any words of advice or close
call stories( I hope they're rare) would be appreciated.

Michael

By the way a friend posted some of my KAP photos on his web page please have a look...

http://www.spacelab.net/~rapp/
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Re: Flowform Question
From: Cris Benton
Date: 16 Oct 1997
Time: 12:11:26
Remote Name: 128.32.181.181

Comments

Michael,

Since no one has leapt to the fore I will take a quick shot at answering your questions on the Sutton
Flowform 16 and Sutton Flowform 30 as KAP lifters.

1. In gusty and unsteady winds is it likely for the cells to collapse?

I’ve probably accrued several hundred hours flying these two kites under a wide range of conditions and
collapsing is not a problem in my experience (though granted I have rather stable maritime air). If I am
hauling a flowform to the ground and have it come into a very distinct wind shadow it will collapse but
this occurs only in extremely turbulent conditions. It happened two weeks ago landing the kite in the lee
of a bluff near Pigeon Point. I would never have a camera hanging from a kite in such unstable air. Now I
did have a camera aloft for several hours that day but it was attached after the kite had reached stable air
and demounted before the kite left stable air.

I do use my fuzzy tail or a drogue to help keep the flowform’s inlets pointing toward the wind.

2. With the delta, I can bring the line in quickly to maintain flight if the wind should fail, (which I have
already done to save my rig when it was 100 feet over the harbor)can this be done with the flowform?

Yes but probably to a lesser extent. I have had one unscheduled landing when the wind dropped off more
rapidly than my ability to inhaul line. It is best to keep some clear running room available upwind.

3. The Flowforms fly at a lower angle than the deltas, does this cause any unforseen problems?

Not really, you just need more horizontal working room. Sometimes that is an asset, sometimes not.
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4. My delta under the right conditions flies rock steady with my Fuzzy Tail, can I expect the same with
the soft kite?

Yes, in good air and with a tail my flowforms are nailed to the sky.

I’ve visited your site and must say that your first efforts are very impressive. It seems you have the knack
for aerial composition and the images are technically sound. I look forward to seeing the portfolio grow.
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New Site
From: Michael Alpert
Date: 10 Oct 1997
Time: 07:10:49
Remote Name: 204.249.164.187

Comments

Hey Everybody, A friend of mine has posted a web page with my KAP photos. Please check it out and
let me know what you think (of the photos of course). The photos are from my first 4 rolls. Here is the
URL...

http://www.spacelab.net/~rapp/#Newspaper
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What's your Hangup ?
From: Martin Hood
Date: 08 Oct 1997
Time: 10:43:42
Remote Name: 194.73.82.245

Comments

What's your hangup ?

OH! I'd best not call them all Hangups or Brooks will be on to me for breach of trade mark ;-)

My real question is what sort of device are you using to hold your rig onto the kite line ?

I've looked at the pictures on Cris's WEB site of "The brooks hangup (tm)" but could not get a full idea
of scale. I take it the gist is to hold the rig firm, without causing any wear on the line that would reduce
it's breaking strain.

If you are all using "hangups" can you give me some dimentions ? If you're not tell me more . . . . . !

Good light and clean air - Martin, Co. Durham, UK

PS. The Jalbert is flying well Jan, thanks
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Re: What's your Hangup ?
From: Han Jonkers
Date: 10 Oct 1997
Time: 07:23:23
Remote Name: 145.220.134.12

Comments

Hi Martin

I use a very simple, light,sheep,easy to make/use, hangup system. The weight is 6 gram each. For this
system I bent a 15cm long welding-rod, diameter 2,5cm. In spite of the simplicity of the system, it's
difficult to discribe the manufacturing process.

If you (or anybody) like to do a field-test (for non commercial use) send one of favourite KAP
photograph to me with your address and I will send you a sample and a construction drawing.

Address: Han Jonkers Troelstralaan 54 9722 JM Groningen The Netherlands

 

[ Home Page | Background | Equipment | Gallery | Maps | Discussion | Others | What's New ]

Comments to author: crisp@socrates.berkeley.edu
All contents copyright (C) 1998 by Charles C. Benton.

All rights reserved. Revised: Wednesday, August 19, 1998

Re: What's your Hangup ?

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_kapdiscuss/000000b6.htm (1 of 2) [11/7/1999 6:19:06 PM]

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/kapdiscuss_post.htm
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/kapdiscuss_post.htm?182
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/000000b6.htm/nav?next
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/000000b6.htm/nav?prev
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/000000b6.htm/nav?up
http://www.ced.berkeley.edu/~cris/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
mailto:crisp@socrates.berkeley.edu


[ Contents | Search | Post | Reply | Next | Previous | Up ]

Re: What's your Hangup ?
From: Jan van der Elsen
Date: 09 Oct 1997
Time: 13:42:37
Remote Name: 194.105.163.170

Comments

Hi Martin.

Good to hear you got a hold at a Jalbert kite, you will love it! Only thing you need now is different
lenghts of tails to compensate for different wind conditions. I have about 3 of them and it enables me to
fly almost under any conditions with the same kite.

I don't know if it realy shows on the pictures on my part of this great webside (see others) but I use a
wooden rod (or stick) that is connected to the kite line by means of 2 pieces of garden-hose that slide
over both ends. Connected onto the rod is the picavet. This system, also used by Simon, is great in that it
doesn't put any strain to the line by winding it in weird angles around anything and is very easy to
quickly connect / dis-connect on your own.

If you want more detail about it, let me know!

Good luck with the kite.

Jan ;-)
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Re: What's your Hangup ?
From: Thomas Bennett
Date: 09 Oct 1997
Time: 06:44:42
Remote Name: 166.55.40.107

Comments

I used to tie loops in my line until Brooks advised me against it. So I bought a pair of his hangups TM
and I was quite satisfied. I am getting ready to buy a third pair. They work well with that "wheelie"
picavet of mine.

It's not like Brooks created those hangups, got a copyright on them and then refuses to let anyone else use
them. Not like Henry Ford tried with Furguson's three-point hitch for tractors. (A thoughtful judge put an
end to that. Now you see those hitches on all makes of farm tractors.)
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Hello
From: Jim Mattison,jmatti9778@aol.com
Date: 07 Oct 1997
Time: 23:32:54
Remote Name: 152.163.201.7

Comments

I have been bitten by the KAP bug!I live in Sonoma County.I would like to join others KAPping in the
general vacinity.Eager to learn. good winds to all.
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simon harbord: where are you?
From: dave morris/ dman@andover.co.uk/dmanet.com/etc etc
Date: 06 Oct 1997
Time: 17:40:38
Remote Name: 193.130.245.167

Comments

i know this is not the place to renew old friendships, but if you don't reply, i may be tempted to post to
your KAP-buddies the true story behind Mr.S.Harbord esq., .....starting in....... 1963.... dave (i intend to
develop a new art-form, photographing the sky whilst lying on my back,or even burrowing...1/kap?)
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Re: simon harbord: where are you?
From: Simon Harbord
Date: 07 Oct 1997
Time: 00:42:14
Remote Name: 206.241.18.4

Comments

hi Dave, Gulp, ('scuse us a minute here guys) last you were in Balham?? I'll try mailing on the address on
your post, wouldn't want to fill Cris's nice newsgroup with strange reminiscences now would
we....Though I do have this one vivid memory of THE OWL chasing you down our back garden.
Enough. I'll revert to e-mail. best regards Simon
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Low cost shutter release ideas
From: Bill Nelson
Date: 04 Oct 1997
Time: 07:19:24
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

Four years ago I decided to take some kite pictures of my own, and I wanted to find a way that was cheap
and simple.

I succeeded. Here's the story.

My first idea was to get my hands on a hypodermic syringe and head for the empire state building to
begin testing; the reduction in air pressure at a thousand feet would push the plunger of a sealed syringe
outward. I figured I could set the syringe up in such a way as to trigger the camera when the kite reached
a planned altitude--but too complex.

So...

next my local hobby shop owner suggested I use a dethermalizing timer (as you did); but after some kite
flying experiments with one eye on my wristwatch, I decided that six minutes would not allow enough
time for my kite to reach the desired picture taking altitude (in the beginning I had plans to send a camera
up very, very high--but more about that later).

I'm sure I could have used two or more timers in some sort of gang arrangement, but I wanted to find a
simpler way still.

I remembered reading in a kite flying book written in the 1920s of a suggestion that a burning fuse be
used as a timer. Though cheap, that seemed dangerous and too unreliable.

Still, the idea had some appeal; it would have been a simple and inexpensive.

The idea of a burning fuse inspired me to develop what I called a "wet fuse"--a string made from
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paper-mache, or a cube of sugar--that would weaken as it soaked up water.

To accomplish this, I needed to add water to the material over time, thereby gradually weakening the
material until it broke and tripped the camera. I thought of various ways to do this, the most basic being a
version of the ancient water clock (just a container of water with a drip-hole). But then I thought...

ICE.

Thinking I could use a melting ice cube slowly to soak and weaken a paper towel or sugar cube to its
breaking point, I suddenly realized that the ice cube itself could be the timer!

Here's how I did it.

I made a small balsa wood tower (it looked liked a miniature oil derrick) to suspend a coil-spring loaded
plunger above a disposable camera's shutter button. The spring loaded plunger was held aloft against the
pressure of the coil spring by monofiliment that passed up and over the top of the tower, and over an ice
cube which sat on a shelf to one side of the tower's top. From over the ice cube the mono descended at a
45 degree angle to a fastening point on the camera body.

As the cube melted, the mono would slacken and gently begin to lower the plunger to the shutter button
until the shutter tripped.

The thing allowed some timing adjustment too: How long it would take to trip the shutter depended both
on the size of the cube and on how far the plunger was retracted from the shutter button.

This whole assembly was then turned upside-down (along with keeping the cube from the kite string,
having the ice cube at the bottom was the most stable configuration). The camera was then fastened to
the kite string by means of a popsicle stick taped at right angles to the camera body. Fastened
fore-and-aft to a taut kite string (by spiraling the kite string around the stick and securing the string to the
stick’s ends with tape), the stick helped to keep the camera generally pointed in the right direction for a
photo of the ground with a little of the horizon also showing.

There were some other, finer points:

1. To better secure the cube (slippery devil), I would file a notch in the ice cube for the monofiliment to
ride in as it passed over the cube.

2. I also fastened the camera to the string--some distance down from the kite--instead of to the kite itself
so that I could first send the kite up a bit to develop some real lifting power.

3. With the kite aloft, I would take another ice cube from the cooler and place it beside me to better
predict when the ice cube on the kite had melted.

4. My kite or kites (in light airs I would use two kites flown on the same string) were the run-of-the mill
little plastic jobs first made popular when sold as "Bat Kites."

The experiment was a success.

I can’t remember the ice cube timer ever failing me.

I did have many problems with blurring (too-slow a shutter speed, though I admit I might have found a
more stable way to "fly" the camera.)

Low cost shutter release ideas
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I managed some passable photos from heights approaching seven to nine hundred feet.

I lost interest when I found that it’s illegal around here to fly a kite more than a few hundred feet because
of air traffic or something. That ended my plans for stratospheric flights.

Too bad; there was plenty of room for improvement.

I even dreamed of using wind power to wind the camera for repeating shots (I noticed that if you held the
shutter button on those disposable cameras down and advanced the film, the shutter seemed to go off
whenever the film advanced to the next frame. So, with half ping-pong balls on arms connected to a
vertical axle ending in a gear or rubber wheel pressing against that serrated film advance wheel at the
back of the camera....

Alas, I had other demands on my time.

Of course having to predict when the ice cube was aloft long enough to have melted was an inexact
science, and you might think that watching that ice cube beside me melt was boring, there were always
spectators to keep me entertained.

You see, I used a stout fishing pole and multiplying reel to fly the kite, which I did at the shore with a
cooler for the ice cubes and a small tackle box for assorted tools, string, and monofiliment beside me,
making for some humorous exchanges when passers-by would ask "Catch anything?" And I, holding the
rod the while and with no camera in sight, would reply "Not fishing, taking pictures." It’s a wonder the
butterfly nets weren’t after me. I guess they figured I was harmless in that location, being far removed
from traffic and all.)

Lastly, not counting the price of the disposable camera and the price of a freezer, the apparatus could be
built for a lot less than $10. In fact, there’s probably enough junk lying around the average garage or
basement to do it for the price of the glue--if you needed that even.

Happy flying...

Bill Nelson

P.S. Try suspending a flashlight from a kite at night. I had one guy come out of his house across from the
with a camcorder to "get that UFO," while his wife was ringing up some news station
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Re: Low cost shutter release ideas
From: Jan van der Elsen
Date: 04 Oct 1997
Time: 10:58:56
Remote Name: 194.105.163.170

Comments

Like the ice-cube idea!

But.... won't work in Scotland most of the time.. Unless you launch your system around November.. and
bring it back down in May.. Might be lucky to have it triggered by then!

Jan ;-)
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Re: Low cost shutter release ideas
From: Bill Nelson
Date: 06 Oct 1997
Time: 23:29:47
Remote Name: 169.132.98.28

Comments

If it's that cold in Scotland, you could try the opposite: Water expands when it freezes.

Or maybe try the original idea with dry ice; it's gotta be warmer than -78.5°C in Scotland, even in the
winter--right?

Here are other simple trigger releases for assorted climates:

For the rain forest, something that expands in humidity--cat gut?

Or something that gets squishy enough in high humidity to eventually collapse under the pressue of a
spring, like a crouton or piece of stale bread (you could always have some ants aboard as a backup
measure).

In Death Valley, an ounce of water would soon evaporate. The container it was in would then weigh less,
which fact could be used to trigger the camera.

OR Something wet that shrinks as it dries in the hot wind, like wet leather or wet wool or maybe that
prepared pork rind that is used for fishing bait.

OR a black balloon filled with air, which on prolonged exposure to the desert sun, would grow hotter and
expand--against the shutter button (really, against a trigger that would release a spring against the shutter
button).

Or for your average climate:

Isn't there a new alloy that after a wire made of it is bent, that wire will resume its original shape? I
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remember reading that this alloy would restore its orignal shape with such force, scientists were thinking
it could be used to split rocks for quarrying. (I think eyeglass frames are now made of a similar alloy.)

And did you ever have one of those plastic frogs with a suction cup and spring on its bottom? You would
stick one on a smooth surface. After a few minutes, the suction cup would lose its battle of holding back
the spring, which--BOING--caused the frog to jump (that was always fun to put on somebody's file
cabinet for when they returned from the water cooler).

Anyway, in all seriousness, the ice cube worked great.

BN
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Re: Low cost shutter release ideas
From: Thomas Bennett
Date: 04 Oct 1997
Time: 08:53:48
Remote Name: 166.55.40.10

Comments

Rube Goldberg would be proud of you. Actually my Samsung Maxima Zoom 105 can accomplish the
same thing as your ice cubes. It can be set to take pictures at different intervals up to 60 minutes. Just
make sure you have the Landscape button set on the front of it with a rubber band or a clip (for locking
the auto focus).

I like the syringe idea. I will have to construct an experiment to test the concept.
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Is anyone shooting sandcastles?
From: Henry Jebe
Date: 02 Oct 1997
Time: 20:47:21
Remote Name: 208.151.108.154

Comments

Just the other day I was reading the local paper Juneau, Alaska and saw an article about "Sand City". It is
supposed to be at San Diego's Mision Bay. I wondered if anyone shot any KAP at all during the
construction. Once a year in Juneau, during the Forth of July week, there is a sand castle building
competition, I have only been able to shoot this activity once, but it is interesting to see so many people
enjoying this activity. If anyone has any KAP images of San Diego's activity, I would like to see some
examples.

Thanks, this is my first post here, Henry
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Re: Is anyone shooting sandcastles?
From: Jan van der Elsen
Date: 02 Oct 1997
Time: 23:27:10
Remote Name: 194.105.163.170

Comments

Can't say I have ever done that but I can just immagine a real war with knights and what have you if you
would crash your kite or rig into one of those castles just when the wind dies...

Must be a very interesting subject though. I am interested in the results!

Jan ;-)
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A Question On H/V Format
From: Michael Alpert <MikeA@nantucket.net>
Date: 30 Sep 1997
Time: 21:03:33
Remote Name: 204.249.164.135

Comments

I have modeled my rig after Cris Bentons T4 super. But I am havig some trouble with the
horizontal/vertical format and tilt rotation format. It seems that my servos (Hi-Tec HS101's) don't turn a
full 90 degrees unless I play with the trim tabs. This has caused a problem in determining the position of
the camera. Having 1 week of KAP experience and three rolls of film under my belt,my best shots so far
were probably by accident, however,I feel that some of the potentially great shots were ruined by a
crooked horizon. I will eventually crop the pictures but I feel like that's cheating. I thought about putting
some long bolts thru the back of the camera mount to act as stops for the V/H format but I am afraid that
a physical stop might cause too much drain on the battery and servo. Maybe I need to change my servos?
If anyone has had similar experiences and/or solutions please let me know.
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Re: A Question On H/V Format
From: Peter Bults
Date: 01 Oct 1997
Time: 03:44:02
Remote Name: 193.67.132.25

Comments

Since the problem can be "solved" by playing around with the transmitter I think the solution is also to be
found inside the transmitter. It seems that potentiometers under the sticks don't "turn" enough. This might
be corrected electronically or mechanically.

If you need more information on this idea, please let me know.

Peter Bults
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A mechanical approach
From: Cris Benton
Date: 01 Oct 1997
Time: 17:55:05
Remote Name: 128.32.181.181

Comments

I think Peter’s solution of reconfiguring the transmitter’s potentiometers provides the cleanest answer to
your question. I wonder how many of us have radically disassembled transmitters on their way to being
born anew with the Bults modification. I currently have a deconstructed Airtronics transmitter on my
workbench. Come to think of it, the transmitter has been there for around six months now. Glad I took
photographs of it coming apart as the details are getting vague in my memory. I did buy some trimming
pots today.

Back to your ho/ver adjustment question. The servo driving the ho/ver arrangement on my T4 Super rig
is offset from the camera bracket’s axis of rotation and I drive the rotation using a pair of gears at 1-to-1
ratio. If you modified the ratio of the gears (slightly smaller drive gear) you could increase the rotation of
the camera bracket.

By the way, I’ve "cheated" a bit on my rig. I had an Airtronics Infinity programmable radio gathering
dust since I’m not flying the sailplanes much these days. I now use it to control the Canon rig and the T4
Super rig. One advantage is that the servo throws can be set using software on the radio including
increasing the servo output range (modestly). I set the horizontal and vertical camera format positions in
software and assign them to a rocker switch. A second advantage is that the radio has memory for four
different models so I can use one transmitter and preadjust it to each cradle. It could be argued that the
programmable transmitters are overkill for KAP but on the other hand they are convenient and dropping
in price.

All for now.
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Re: A Question On H/V Format
From: Simon Harbord
Date: 01 Oct 1997
Time: 08:25:13
Remote Name: 206.241.18.4

Comments

Fully concur with that Peter, the biggest effect on rotational angle is usually gained by freeing the
joystick potentiometer from its joystick housing, and sticking a knob on it, then probably the other
options around increasing servo angle are:

Servo mods - make stopless,substitute geared external servo pot (see Aerial Eye for details). Servo
external gearing: change ratio Transmitter potentiometer substitution, substitute the 5k for a 2k pot and
trimmers each side to widen range of control to full turn of 2K control pot.This mod may help with h/v as
it allows for precise angular positioning from the ground as the control range is so much expanded.

BTW One mod I've done recently on a 2 ch rig was to make a top drive pan "dumb servo" by ripping out
all the servo electronics including the pot so that it was essentially a dumb geared motor in a little black
box! Seems a waste of a good servo but it makes for a good approach for 2ch rigs. With a 1 1/2v supply
switched from a microswitch on the "up" throw of the shutter servo it provides a good slow endless
rotation pan control from the shutter channel of the 2 channels (tilt and shutter), top drive from this dumb
servo is exactly as per standard rig, ie gears to shaft. If you're getting real clever the shutter servo "up"
can make two switches, to reverse the polarity of the 1 1/2v top motor direction. So if you overshoot you
don't have to go round 360 degrees to get back to where you were. For this the transmitter shutter control
pot needs to be calibrated in 4 positions shutter, rest, pan left, pan right.

Sense or nonsense ??? (it does work)

Simon
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Sources for George Lawrence photographs?
From: Cris Benton
Date: 28 Sep 1997
Time: 12:37:43
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

As many of you know, George Lawrence was a turn-of-the-century US photographer who took a series
of particularly nice kite aerial photographs in a large panoramic format. I’ve seen two of Lawrence’s
original photographs during the last month – one of Pacific Grove at Brooks Leffler’s exhibit and one of
San Francisco’s South of Market District after the earthquake at the San Francisco Public Library.
Lawrence’s aerial panoramas were taken with a large swing-lens panoramic camera reportedly weighing
almost 50 pounds. The resulting negatives, contact printed for display, provided great detail across a
large area.

Articles on George Lawrence by Simon Baker (see recent Kitelines) said that 10,000 prints were made
from Lawrence’s most famous negative of San Francisco in ruins after the 1906 earthquake. I’ve started
wondering if there are sources for these prints (collectible photo dealers?) and, if so, what is their price
range. Does anyone know?
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Brooks Leffler KAP Exhibit
From: Cris Benton
Date: 10 Sep 1997
Time: 09:03:35
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

Brooks Leffler has an exhibit of kite aerial photographs - the Eye of the Kite - running at the Pacific
Grove Museum of Natural History through 5 October, 1997. I greatly admire Brooks' work and
recommend the show to anyone within striking distance. Pacific Grove is a fine place to visit this (or any
other) time of the year. I will probably drive down the weekend of 20 September.
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Hello KAPers
From: MikeA@Nantucket.net
Date: 10 Sep 1997
Time: 00:08:28
Remote Name: 204.249.164.180

Comments

I just wanted to say hello and introduce myself. My name is Michael and I live on Nantucket Island (30
miles off the coast of Cape Cod Mass. plenty of wind here by the way). I am an avid kite flyer with too
many kites to mention. Let me get to the point, WOW!, I am so impressed with all your web sites and the
wealth of information contained in them. And I'm proud to say that KAP is my soon to be new hobby. It
seems to be a natural progression to my existing hobby. My Picavet is already built, I just purchased a
Yashica T4 Super, and my four channel radio is on the way. (It was only four days ago that I found the
KAP web sites! I'm gung ho!) So thanks to all for those with KAP sites for providing the information and
inspiration. I hope to have my web site up soon and I further hope that it will be filled with beautiful
KAP images such as yours.

Thanks again,

Michael
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Wildwood AKA convention
From: Bob Pebly
Date: 09 Sep 1997
Time: 17:47:44
Remote Name: 129.37.30.88

Comments

Are any other KAP'ers going to be at the AKA convention in Wildwood? Are there any special sessions
planned for KAP?
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Re: Wildwood AKA convention
From: Bob Pebly
Date: 14 Sep 1997
Time: 05:43:01
Remote Name: 129.37.30.199

Comments

According to a post on rec.kites, Brooks Leffler is doing a workshop on Wed. 7:00pm - 9:30pm on Kite
Aerial Photography.
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Has anyone tried using a return pulley system?
From: Thomas Bennett
Date: 06 Sep 1997
Time: 21:24:32
Remote Name: 166.55.40.92

Comments

In Mark Cottrell's Kite Aerial Photography on page 16 he mentions a return pulley two line system,
which would allow you to change your camera's altitude without moving the kite. I am interested in
trying this and was wondering if anyone has any suggestions on this system. The book does mention the
need for good pulleys and I realize that the extra line adds weight and resistance.
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Return system tested.
From: Thomas Bennett
Date: 01 Oct 1997
Time: 21:06:56
Remote Name: 166.55.40.87

Comments

Yesterday I tried a return system that used 1000' of Dacron threaded through two solid metal rings. At
first I had trouble with the lines twisting around each other when I had the upper line connected to the
payload mount. Finally I got one of my short rubber tie-down straps and hooked the payload line to the
upper line and that way seemed to help. I will have to try this a few more times before I could make a
final decision but I think it is promising.
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Re: Has anyone tried using a return pulley system?
From: Cris Benton
Date: 08 Sep 1997
Time: 14:02:41
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

There are additional photographs and diagrams of return pulley systems in Chapter 5 of the 1992 book
KITES: A Practical Handbook for the Modern Kiteflyer by Ron Moulton and Pat Lloyd. The chapter
describes the system of Tom Pratt " doyen of the aerial photographers in Britain." I could imagine a
return pulley system being useful for large, single-shot cameras (e.g., 4"x5" view camera) but it seems
overly complex for the 35-mm format.
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Re: Has anyone tried using a return pulley system?
From: David Hunt
Date: 08 Sep 1997
Time: 10:51:48
Remote Name: 206.105.205.217

Comments

You might try contacting Jochen Herz who is from Germany and has a Web page at:

http://www.she.de/~nunz/mykites.html

although the pages are in german and I don't read german his page "Kamerhalterung Nr. 1" has a
photograph and diagram that indicates that he uses a pully system for KAP.
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Re: Has anyone tried using a return pulley system?
From: Thomas Bennett
Date: 11 Sep 1997
Time: 07:59:38
Remote Name: 166.55.40.104

Comments

I tried Jochen Herz' idea but I had trouble with the pulley line getting twisted with the main line. I would
like to use the pulleys on the main line.

I thought about using a line shuttle like Chris mentions but you need a pretty good wing to lift a camera.
Plus if you try to launch a shuttle down wind of trees or a building you won't get very high.
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Re: Kite Messengers
From: David Hunt
Date: 11 Sep 1997
Time: 09:39:19
Remote Name: 206.105.205.242

Comments

An Idea I've had in the back of my mind since taking up KAP is to use messengers, not to carry the
camera up the line, but to communicate mechanically new orientation instructions to a camera rig that is
already suspended (most probably w/ a pendulum).

My 13 year old Daughter was asking me what she could do for a science fair project and I suggested that
she experiment w/ kite messengers to optimize lift, speed and reliability. In my mind a high aspect ratio
airfoil would prove to work best.

Every design that I have seen uses flat non-shaped surfaces. Is there any reasons that airfoils are not
used?

Of course I told my daughter that this science fair project would lead right into a project for next year
where she could put the messenger to work in KAP
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Re: Has anyone tried using a return pulley system?
From: Peter Bults
Date: 10 Sep 1997
Time: 11:21:32
Remote Name: 193.67.132.22

Comments

I'm sorry, but this is not a pulley system. It's a system for shutter release. I've once tried a Moulton
pulley. I think the idea is good, but it complicates the whole thing. It needs more development.

Peter Bults
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How do you mechanically push the button- more
than once?
From: rdi@cci.com
Date: 05 Sep 1997
Time: 13:27:17
Remote Name: 192.7.1.12

Comments

I've looked at several online KAP rigs closely, and they seem to fall into 2 categories: electronically
triggered shutters (you lucky stiffs!) and 1-shot mechanically pushed shutter buttons (take a photo, pull
rig down, reset clothespin or other mechanism, send up for another shot).

I'm fishing for ideas on a mechanically-pushed shutter button device that will reset itself (so I don't have
to pull the rig down to reset). My camera is an autowind, so that's not a problem. I have acquired an
adequate radio control transmitter/receiver, but have found the hard part is getting something strong
enough to push the shutter button (then reset itself, ready for another shot). I've tried a doorbell solenoid
(strong enough, but doesn't have enough throw to pull the lever to push the button all the way down), and
also a small DC motor (not enough torque to push the button). This weekend, I'll try to find the time to
put a few gears on the motor assembly; perhaps this will give me the needed torque. Does anybody have
any other/further ideas for this (I don't want to buy a $20 solenoid just for this). Has anybody else
invented something along these lines?

Thanks for any advice! Rick Inzero Rochester, NY rdi@cci.com
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Re: How do you mechanically push the button-
more than once?
From: David Schenken
Date: 08 Sep 1997
Time: 19:30:09
Remote Name: 207.113.77.28

Comments

There are probably millions of choices, so can you narrow it down a bit? The obvious choice would be
another servo - but since you did not mention it, I am guessing that you don't have a spare channel. This
leads to my question - How are you triggering the solenoid or running the motor? With this info I or
some other may be able to help with a working approach.
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Re: How do you mechanically push the button-
more than once?
From: Rick Inzero, rdi@cci.com
Date: 09 Sep 1997
Time: 07:11:28
Remote Name: 192.7.1.12

Comments

David S. asked for more specific info, so here it is: I have 2 goals: 1) Activate the camera's mechanical
shutter button (repeatedly without hauling down the rig for every shot), and 2) Keep this inexpensive. I
do not want to purchase a $20 servo nor model airplane radio gear.

I have picked up a Tyco radio control car for the astounding price of $2 at a garage sale; it looks like it
cost under $15 new (it's a cheap one). It only had about a 50-60 foot range. With 7 feet of additional
small gauge wire clipped onto the receiver antenna, it easily works at least *500* feet away now, perfect
for my use. Much to my surprise, these cheap cars have *no* servos. They steer using a small
inexpensive motor(s). The particular car I got has a simple 27MHz transciever. The transmitter is either
"on" or "off". When TX "off", the receiver applies -3v DC to the motor, and the car goes in reverse (in a
circle due to clever/loose front suspension). Pull the trigger control, and the transmitter turns "on", and
the receiver puts +3v DC on the motor, and the car goes forward (straight, in the direction it was facing
due to now-locked front suspension). I've scavenged the RC parts and motor and tossed the car. So I have
a transciever capable of giving a -3v to +3v swing, and by putting a diode in the circuit, 0v to +3v, which
is perfect for on/off of something. It is important to note that there is no middle ground, no neutral
position for this transciever. (I wish it was capable of THREE states... +3v, 0v, and -3v, but it's not.) The
+3v is enough to drive a relay I have, so I can use items of larger voltage if needed. The camera I have is
an older Nikon AF, which is my family's main P&S camera. It takes incredibly sharp photos. It has
motorized film advance, but no cable release socket, and I do not want to crack into it to see if it can be
electronically triggered (the camera is not expendible), but being an older model, my guess is that it's not.
I also have a Kodak 35mm P&S that I opened up, and it has a pure mechanical shutter release. So
without a camera that can be electronically triggered, I need to push the button, and I don't want to haul
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the rig down with every shot to recock the shutter-pusher (so the clothes pin and rubber band device is
out). To test what I wanted to do, I built a prototype lever out of popsicle sticks (to reach over and push
the camera button). I have a nice solenoid that I scavenged out of a ding-dong doorbell (can be activated
by 2 9v batteries using the RC rig I have plus a relay). Unfortunately, it doesn't have enough throw to
push the button using the popsicle stick lever. If I go to a shorter lever, the solenoid won't be strong
enough. Now onto my current leading Best Idea. I thought of using the small motor that I got from the
toy car to wind up a string that pulls on the lever. When power is removed from the motor, it would
freespool, and the shutter button should pop up on its own. Unfortunately, in testing out this idea, I found
that the motor was no where near strong enough for this (with a popsicle-stick-sized sized lever- surely if
I had a 3 foot long lever it would work, but I don't want THAT hanging off the camera rig!). So my latest
idea is to gear the motor down to provide more torque (...to wind the string to pull the lever to push the
button). I've scavenged a gear set from a household light timer (jeez, I'm starting to feel like MacGyver
here :-), and using the motor and gears, I think it might work to push the button (haven't tested it yet), but
it's the release/reset part that I'm stuck on... the camera button is not strong enough to pop itself up when
held down by all the meshed gearing, even though the motor is in freespool mode. Since I posted my
initial question, I and a co-worker have cooked up a possible solution- I could use a cam on the gear to
activate the button pushing lever (rather than winding a string). That way, the button lever pressure
would be automatically released once the top of the cam passes by. I might still have a problem though in
that the cam may need to be huge to activate the lever. To solve the potential problem of me shutting off
the transmitter while the cam is still pushing the button, I could put an indicator light (LED) on the rig so
I could tell when the shutter is activated.

I'm just fishing for new/better ideas; being so close to it you sometimes don't see other obvious routes to
success. Any other ideas would be helpful!

Thanks, Rick
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Re: How do you mechanically push the button-
more than once?
From: David Schenken
Date: 20 Sep 1997
Time: 21:23:53
Remote Name: 207.113.77.23

Comments

Pretty ingenious so far. To sum up - the control produces either a +3 or a -3 Voltage with enough current
to drive a car. So, you could use your string and motor combination and have the string wind up and pull
you lever to trip the shutter when you push the reverse button and have the motor unwind the string and
release the lever with the transitter in the car-forward mode. Ahh, you say, the string will just wind up the
other way. Not if you add a switch to the lever that opens when the shutter is no longer depressed. Add a
diode in parallel with the switch to allow current in the direction needed to wind the string up again. The
switch can simply be little wires - one attached to the lever and the other a springy one that you adjust to
open the circuit at the correct point.

Sounds like what you have is pretty clever so far. I hope this helps.

An aside - there are two sorts of shutters I have seen - in one there is a fixed speed shutter that consists of
a metal plate and a spring. The speed of the shutter is set by the ratio of the shutter weight and the
strength of the spring. Cocking the shutter is done by the film wind mechanism. Thus a mechanical
release is suffient. Cameras with adjustable shutter speeds have had electronic switches to control the
shutter.

Have fun!
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Re: How do you mechanically push the button-
more than once?
From:
Date: 26 Sep 1997
Time: 12:16:35
Remote Name: 192.7.1.12

Comments

Thanks, David! This is just what I was looking for... a fresh idea/viewpoint- I hadn't thought of
mechanially switching a diode into/out of the circuit. That should do the trick nicely! Now if I can just
get the motor attached to the metal gear framework (time to get out the drill and tap set), I'll be all set!
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Re: How do you mechanically push the button-
more than once?
From: Bill Nelson
Date: 13 Oct 1997
Time: 22:10:50
Remote Name: 169.132.97.29

Comments

Just a few quick thoughts you might find useful:

Instead of using string around a spool, which with your weak motor requires gearing, think about
chucking the gears and the spool and just using the string.

You would use the rotation of your motor to twist a loop of string. As the string accumulates twists, it
will shorten with a force greater than would be exerted by the motor alone.

You may also find that the resulting force may depend on the diameter (thickness) of the string.

This works on the same principle as a tourniquet.

(I read about this in a book called "The Ashley Book of Knots." If I remember correctly, that book
referred to this twisting of a rope to multiply the force exerted as a Spanish windlass.)

Alternatively, you might consider a nut and bolt instead of any combination of strings, gears, and spools.

The force used to screw a bolt into a nut is also multiplied, so this, depending on the size of the nut and
bolt AND on how finely the two are threaded (the finer the thread the greater the "gear ratio"), may
enable your motor to be strong enough to trip your shutter.

This works on the same pricilple as those car jacks that employ the twisting of a threaded shaft to raise a
great weight.

To a rigid frame attached to your camera, affix your electric motor. To the shaft of your motor affix the

Re: How do you mechanically push the button- more than once?

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_kapdiscuss/000000b7.htm (1 of 4) [11/7/1999 6:20:03 PM]

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/kapdiscuss_post.htm
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/kapdiscuss_post.htm?183
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/000000b7.htm/nav?next
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/000000b7.htm/nav?prev
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/000000b7.htm/nav?up


bolt.

Then take the nut and solder to it a brass tube. Your nut should also be brass for the solder to take (If
your nut is brass with a crome plating, file off the plating to expose the brass). Your tube should be large
enough to allow the bolt to pass through the tube unhindered.

If you can find or thread one, the best thing to use with your bolt would be a length of threaded brass or
steel tube without. This would obviate the need for a nut, and would result in a stronger, more stable
assembly.

Now, without getting to specific, because there are several configurations that would work, here's the
basic idea:

You'll want the nut to move up and down the screw by rotating the screw with your motor.

To be sure the nut will move, you will need to prevent the nut from rotating, so you will need to have two
(better than one) flat guides positioned opposite eachother with the nut between. (If you came up with a
brass tube, you'll need to file two flat areas opposite each other on the outside of the tube to bear against
the two flat guides.)

The brass tube will be your plunger to trip your shutter button.

You may need to use a guide for this brass tube to serve as another point of stability for the whole
screw/nut assembly, but that would depend on the forces exerted and the length of travel.

Because the screw threads already convert the rotation of your motor to an up and down movement, you
wouldn't need to construct and linkages.

And, that your plunger tube will move with force both upward and downward, depending on the
direction of your motor's rotation, may be of additional benefit to you.

If this screw arrangement of itself is still too weak with the motor you're using, think of using a long
screw to move your brass plunger against a your popsicle-stick lever.

As for your using your solenoid, I remember that the first R/C planes I ever saw had one channel
contolling one solenoid:

That solenoid controlled just the model's rudder through an escapement arrangement (these were
pre-servo days).

The escapement was a twisted rubber band (the power source)connected to a gear/pawl arrangement.

The solenoid twisted a yoke with a pawl at either end. This twisting motion raised one pawl free of the
gear, while--at the opposite end of the yoke--the other pawl lowered to again engage the gear.

In the brief interval between raising an lowering, the gear would manage to rotate a bit.

It was that rotation that powered the rudder.

Perhaps you might use your solenoid in a similar arrangement, though you may need to actuate the
solinoid repeatedly to achieve the necessary degree of movement without additional gearing.
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And to wind your escapement, use a twist drill. That's how those early R/C pilots did it.

(As an aside, I remember how interesting this was for those guys.

They would stand there with an on-off button in their hands. Each press of the button would rotate the
rubber powered gear in the SAME direction. This would mean that if there rudder was positioned in a
certain way, to stear the plane in another direction, they might first have to cycle the rudder through 2
other of its three possible positions--left, center, and right--by repeatedly pressing the button they held.

And Fortunately for you and your kite--unlike those pilots, you wouldn't have to chase your flying
machine into the woods because the rubber band broke (or because you forgot to wind it).

A final thought concerning your camera.

If you held the shutter button down, would the camera take repeated exposures?

If so, this may solve your problem without destroying your camera:

First, fasten the shutter button down permanently, for the duration of the flight (perhaps by depressing it
with a strong spring to allow the button some freedom to move a little if it needs to as the film advances).

Then remove the batteries from the camera (just the batteries that power the film advance would be all
you'd need to remove).

Next, poke around in the vacant battery compartment to see if you couldn't wire up an external battery
pack (with it's own on off switch for your solenoid) by clipping the wires from the pack to the contacts in
your camera's battery case.

If you're lucky, you'll be able to take repeated exposures by remotely turning your external battery pack
on and off.

Of course, this would be a full automatic, like a machine gun. I think you would want a semi-automatic,
to pause between pictures.

So attach a flash to the camera so you'll know when you've taken one picture and you can then turn it off.

A word of caution: You might want to check with the manufacturer of your camera to be sure that this
idea won't hurt it. For all we know there might be some unknown-to-us electronic wing-dings inside you
camera that might come on when the shutter is depressed and wouldn't like being on while the film
advance is on, or some other condition like that.

Good Luck!

Bill N.
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Re: How do you mechanically push the button-
more than once?
From: Rick Inzero
Date: 13 Nov 1997
Time: 10:34:15
Remote Name: 192.7.1.12

Comments

I did some preliminary testing, using my small, light, (but wimpy- low on torque) 3v DC hobby motor
that I have chosen to trigger the shutter and the bolt/nut method described in a prior post. The bolt/nut
doesn't multiply the force anywhere near enough for me to trigger the shutter- the motor stalls. I believe
I've now worked out the bugs in my set of gears (taken out of a household light timer), so I won't be
testing the string/windlass suggestion. The "use a flash" idea was *great*; that's what I'll be using to
indicate when a photo is taken.
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Re: How do you mechanically push the button-
more than once?
From: Bill Nelson
Date: 16 Nov 1997
Time: 01:34:32
Remote Name: 169.132.98.195

Comments

3 Volt motor? Hey, you could get a little more torque from that motor if you increased the voltage--say to
6v.

Of course, you'd risk blowing the motor, but If the motor's only on for short periods with a long rest
between to cool down, it might help.
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A few questions
From: Eric Yates
Date: 02 Sep 1997
Time: 14:48:24
Remote Name: 129.105.129.49

Comments

Hello fellow KAP'ers! I haven't visited this site in over a year, and I have to say, Chris, you have really
come a long way. The site is great, as are the pictures you've been taking, and this discussion forum is a
wonderful idea.

I have a couple of questions for some of the folks who are participating here:

I have a very simple KAP rig, built around a point-and-shoot 35mm camera. The shutter-release
mechanism is a simple lever which trips the camera's button when released from a KSB Dethermalizing
timer. The lever is motivated by a rubber band.

Problem #1: My photos often come out blurry. Is it possible that my mechanism trips the shutter-release
button to "enthusiastically," shaking the camera when it does so? Or could there be a fast and constant
vibration on the kiteline (caused by the wind) that is at fault? In either case, I would think that all my
photos would be blurry, but only about 50% are. What do you think?

Problem #2: After a few KAP trips to the beach, my KSB timer froze. The salt air did it in. I was careful
to keep it out of the sand and, of course, the water, but it still died on me. The timer now turns with an
unhappy "crunching" noise, and does not work at all. Is there some way to avoid this fatal exposure to the
elements? I want to resolve this issue before building a more ambitious KAP rig using more expensive
equipment.

Thanks for any advice, and visit my kite page at:

http://www.earth.nwu.edu/people/eyates/kites.html

There is a photo there that is a good example of the kind of pictures I have been getting.
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Eric.

---- Eric Yates eyates@earth.nwu.edu
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Re: Motion Blur
From: Thomas Bennett
Date: 21 Sep 1997
Time: 09:18:38
Remote Name: 166.55.40.6

Comments

If your camera has a variable shutter speed, you might get blur on overcast days if you use too fast of
film speed. If your camera has auto focus, this can be a problem as well. My Samsung Maxima Zoom has
a "Landscape" button on the front of it to push to lock the focus to infinity. I put a rubber band around the
camera to lock the focus. When I have flown my motion detection box on my Picavet, which consists of
a small sleigh bell and a walkie talkie with a rubber band on the talk button, I have never noticed any
sound indicating vibration from the flight line.
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Regarding motion blur
From: Cris Benton
Date: 11 Sep 1997
Time: 18:20:54
Remote Name: 128.32.181.181

Comments

Eric, I'll take a stab at your first question regarding image blur. Several thoughts come to mind.

First thought: your tripping mechanism should exert just enough force to trigger the shutter and the setup
should involve an actuating arm throw that is as short a distance as possible. My timer released shutter
trigger on the disposable camera rig moved only 1/8th inch or so but did so with some force (a #64
rubber band provided power). I did not notice systematic blur with that rig.

Second thought: you do not mention what type of suspension carries your camera. I would imagine the
worst case scenario to be a camera attached directly to the kite. In this position the camera moves quite
readily and motion blur would seem more likely. I mount my Picavet suspension at least 100 feet below
the kite and sometimes much more. I believe the further you are from the kite the better in terms of
camera rig motion. If you are not using a Picavet suspension I would make some trials with a simple one
- they seem to work very well.

Third thought: Does your camera seem to be moving at the time of exposure? Radio control is a bonus
here for it allows you to select the rig's quiet moments for photographs as opposed to the vagaries of
timer operation.

Fourth thought: different point and shoot cameras provide different ranges of potential shutter speeds.
The venerable Yashica T4 is well suited to KAP applications because its shutter will go down to 1/700th
of a second. Many point-and-shoots will only go down to 1/250th. If you camera has a faster shutter you
might try a higher asa film to force the speeds toward the fast end. I tend to use asa 100 near midday and
asa 400 near sunset.

Fifth thought: I steadfastly carry the rubber o-ring and stick line vibration dampening apparatus but
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rarely use it. I find the Picavet suspension's vibration dampening to be sufficient for all but the most
extreme conditions.
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Re: Regarding motion blur
From: Eric
Date: 17 Sep 1997
Time: 09:19:23
Remote Name: 129.105.129.49

Comments

Thanks so much for your feedback, Cris. (I'll spell your name correctly this time!)

Your first thought concerned the distance my shutter button lever travels. My lever is designed to travel
the shortest distance possible. In fact, I try to set it so that it actually rests on the surface of the button.

Next, you mention the type and location on the kite line of my suspension system. I do not use a Picavet
system. My rig is hung from two points on the kiteline (about 4-6 feet apart) to three points on the rig
itself. I find that this keeps the rig both level and stable. By moving the attachment points on the kiteline
closer together or further apart, the angle of the camera is adjusted (the camera is not adjustable in the
carrier itself). The rig is hung about 6 feet below the kiteline, and no less than about 50 feet below the
kite. I agree that it is better to have the rig a good distance from the kite. If too close to the kite, the rig
can make launching more difficult, not to mention the trouble with keeping the kite aloft when the rig is
brought down to reset the mechanism.

Your third though concerned movement of the camera. My suspension system does a pretty good job of
preventing this. The camera might swing gently if hit by a wind gust, but in general it is quite stable.

Next, you mention shutter speeds. Yes, this is something I have considered, but the point-and-shoot
camera I use is quite a cheapie. That is why I was also asking about protecting KAP equipment from the
elements; I want to try using a better camera.

Finally, concerning vibration damping apparatus (using o-rings and such): this is something that would
be easy to implement. I will try it on my next outing.

Thanks again for the input, Cris. Any more ideas out there, given this new information?
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Video Senders - UK Legal Warning
From: Simon Harbord
Date: 01 Sep 1997
Time: 01:15:50
Remote Name: 206.241.18.4

Comments

I read an article that specified that as of the 1st September the use of video senders in the UK will be
subject to HEAVY penalties. As users may know owning these things has not been illegal in UK onlu
use, and up til now the authorities have dawn a blind eye on their use. Not any more.

This is serious stuff: As of 1 Sept the penalties for even owning one of these devices is £5000 and up to 2
years in prison.

The legal route now is much more high tech. Get a license and use certified equipment transmitting on
recognised allocated frequencies.

Simon
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Overcoming the August Block - what ARE we all up
to ?
From: Simon Harbord
Date: 28 Aug 1997
Time: 17:17:46
Remote Name: 128.32.181.181

Comments

Greetings to those of you who like me still look each day to see what KAPpers around the world have to
say, I guess everyone is too busy with holidays and summer KAPping to post to OUR discussion group.

What is your most recent shoot or most unusual circumstances for KAPping ?

Jan and I managed to get a shipwreck off Aberdeen pier the other day, KAPping off a pier in the teeth of
a gale, a successful shoot, and even got one of the shots into the local paper the following day. The joys
of carrying the gear in the back of a car, we were heading off to the local DIY store when we heard of the
wreck on the radio. A swift decision and we were heading for the harbour. As Jan would say, "Big fun." I
think Jan is maybe going to write up the story.

So -What have we all been doing over the last few weeks, stories and anecdotes, tales of KAP disasters
and triumphs. There have to be experiences to share.
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3 legged picavet?
From: Anthony Howell
Date: 23 Aug 1997
Time: 23:09:25
Remote Name: 206.206.120.28

Comments

Great Site, I am new to KAP and tring to develope a system for lifting an 8 x 10 camera. Go ahead say it,
I have all ways been very ambitious. I have been playing with a 3 legged picavet system and it seems to
work (in limited flying time &theory.) Has anybody had any practical experience with this?
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Article on Picavet geometries
From: Cris Benton
Date: 27 Aug 1997
Time: 08:00:25
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

The Fall 1995 issue of the Aerial Eye has a fine article by Ralf Beutnagel (with Wolfgang Bieck and Otto
Bohnke)describing six variants of the Picavet suspension including one with a triangular geometry.

I just thumbed through my back issues of the Aerial Eye and collectively they are quite a resource - not
unlike a book. For more information on availablility of back issues see the Aerial Eye page in the
Background Section of this site.

BTW, George Lawrence also used a triangular frame (quite large) for the suspension of his ~50 pound
panoramic camera.

I've been out-of-town or in workshops for most of August. It is very nice to see a thread of discussion
going. Thanks.

All the best.
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Re: Article on Picavet geometries
From: steve clayton
Date: 1/21/99
Time: 12:55:46 AM
Remote Name: 140.201.210.94

Comments

This article ref. to the first year of the AE. Where could i get a copy of these first issues? thanks

steve
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Re: 3 legged picavet?
From: Eirik Steinhoff
Date: 25 Aug 1997
Time: 11:10:18
Remote Name: 206.42.131.242

Comments

Wow! How heavy is your camera, and how large the kite?

New to KAP as well, I can't give any pointers in the tripod picavet, but perhaps some
encouragement....my project this summer has been launching movie cameras skyward via the kite line.
The tests were done with a tiny Bell and Howell Regular Eight camera, but I have a train of boxes in
production to hoist a 16mm B and H. Of course, the 8 mm footage is still in the lab, so can't declare
success yet. The rig is a simple 4-line picavet.....

My other project has been a ferry rig that runs a disposable camera up the line, takes the picture, then
rolls back down.

Anyway, will keep the crowd posted, and please, will there be some more discussion here? The
neophytes need encouragement. Have the elderly experts given up? Is there no hope for KAP in this
world?

I leave some questions that I am curious about:

Do KAPpers consider themselves artists, craftsmen, hobbyists, enthusiasts? Have there been any
exhibitions of KAP photographers in the traditional photo gallery circuit? If so, are there any on now; if
not, why not?

Does anyone know of a historical precedent in launching rockets skyward via the kite line? There must
be someone somewhere that would know...also, any idea how to view that footage, if any?

Finally, I'm sure the answer to this one exists: Who is Brooxes, as in Brooxes Basic Box kite? 'Tis a
brilliant design, most straightforward of the ones I've built (along with the conyne perhaps). And is this
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design known under any other name...ie: what's the history behind it? Are there other folks out there
using box kites to lift their rigs?

Well, here's hoping there's an answer or two lurking out there....

Regards,

E. Steinhoff Brooklyn NY aerial@spacelab.net
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Re: Rockets and Kites
From: David Hunt
Date: 26 Aug 1997
Time: 13:15:12
Remote Name: 206.105.205.233

Comments

It is interesting that you would have this question about launching rockets from kite lines. It was this very
subject that caused me to stumble onto KAP. I have 12 years experience with model rocketry and one
project that always interested me in the past was launching model rockets form a kite. As far as I know
this has not been done with any size or type of rocket. The closest thing to kite launch would be balloon
launch which has been done by both professionals and hobbyists for a look at very serious attempts by
hobbyists using balloons and High Power Rockets see--- www.taniwha.com:80/aeropac go to the section
on "Interesting Rocketry Research" One thing that has always amazed me about Rocketry Web sites as
opposed to Kiting Web sites is that the kiting sites are both better in quality and more numerous. You
would think that it would be the opposite because Rocketry is more technical by nature and more prone
to attract computer types.
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Re: Rocket error and Kite sites
From: Eirik Steinhoff
Date: 27 Aug 1997
Time: 10:04:25
Remote Name: 206.42.131.231

Comments

Ooops. The verb launch, I realize, is misleading and ambiguous. I should clarify, and point out that there
are no rockets involved in this project, only the kite, the string, the wind and the camera. I'm fascinated
by rocketry at a distance, and employ Dr. Rob't Goddard's meticulous methodological approach as a
source of inspiration: During his early test flights, many of them failures, he would wait until the
exploded pieces hit the ground, then call out to his crew, many of them still crouching in the bunker,
"C'mon lads, let's find out what we did right." I find that approach useful when my designs have gone
tragically awry.

Regarding kite sites, I agree with you that they are some of the best around, at least for those that are
prone to crane our necks towars the kite in our minds while online...I think there is a common
compulsion that complements both kiting AND computing.
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WHAT SORT OF ANIMAL IS A KAPper?
From: Jan van der Elsen
Date: 26 Aug 1997
Time: 07:08:38
Remote Name: 206.241.18.4

Comments

Do KAPpers consider themselves artists, craftsmen, hobbyists, enthusiasts?

It certainly is an interesting question. I think the last two parts of your questions are the easiest to
confirm: sure enough we are hobbyists unless we try to make money out of it. (Some do, or at least trying
to..) And the enthusiasm then comes naturally. I can’t think of an hobby you are not enthusiastic about,
otherwise you would look for another one, wouldn’t you?

The artistic and craftsman parts of the question are the interesting ones. One of the main thrills I get from
KAP is the combination of some old hobbies, combined into one. It certainly covers craftsmanship,
trying to build, and later on improve all the gear that comes with it. There is no end to it! Always
something else to do better or different. And yes, as Simon mentioned in his message, a lot is a
combination of of-the-shelf equipment but it is the fun of finding all sorts of “stuff” and try to make into
something useful for KAP. This open view shopping (without really looking for something) often results
in the most innovative solutions and improvements. The creativity is certainly reflected in the
photography part, again an old hobby of mine. Funny enough this part of the KAP hobby seems to get
very interesting indeed with vertical shots! Sometimes even I have to look closely myself at some picture
to determine “what on earth” is that?!? They often look like abstracts and can be really eye catching. If
you are able to plan artistic vertical shots, you have got it made.

If anything I believe KAPpers are thrill seekers: getting it all build without wasting too much weight,
getting it up in the air (and getting it down again!) with different kite designs, hope it all works, and then
picking the developed film up from the store to find out what’s on it...

It certainly is the best thing that ever happened to me. Call me what you want, but I love it..

WHAT SORT OF ANIMAL IS A KAPper?
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Re: one of your questions
From: Simon Harbord
Date: 26 Aug 1997
Time: 06:30:06
Remote Name: 206.241.18.4

Comments

Eirick, you asked:

"Do KAPpers consider themselves artists, craftsmen, hobbyists, enthusiasts?"

Your question got me to thinking, and firstly the thought came - I'm not even sure I can consider myself a
KAPper, having seen the work and skills of others who put their whole life and creative effort into the
pursuit, with my little camera rigs and shop bought kites, how can I stand alongside the greats of
KAP.But then, what the heck...

The second bit: "artists, craftsmen, hobbyists, enthusiasts" I'd feel honoured to be the first two but feel
more inclined to the hobbyist and enthusiast genre. But, nevertheless, I find myself aspiring towards the
artist craftsman in my photos,and more recently in rig building.The problem is that aspiring is not
achieving, and the gap between aspiration and reality is a source of frustration. A KAP rig is not a pretty
object, and craftsmanship can only go so far to create form and function in perfect harmony for
something so utilitarian. Likewise, artistic photos, however good, are still simply photos and the artistic
merit lies in the eye of the viewer.In other words perhaps the judgement on what we are lies outside
ourselves. But I'm sure you've hit on what many of us aspire to be - artists and craftsmen.

I hope i'm not the only one to respond to this fascinating question ............. Simon
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Test Post
From: Simon Harbord
Date: 22 Aug 1997
Time: 02:48:38
Remote Name: 206.241.18.4

Comments

Here is a test post: I tried to post to the group last week,and it didn't work, is the discussion group not
working properly or have we all given up ?

Simon
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Re: Test Post
From: Jan
Date: 23 Aug 1997
Time: 05:06:47
Remote Name: 194.105.163.170

Comments

Seems to work Simon!

Just shy people around here?
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Re: Test Post
From: Bernhard Malle
Date: 05 Sep 1997
Time: 00:20:54
Remote Name: 194.122.122.1

Comments

Hi,

I saw the posting as well. Fortunately I now I have a ISP provider that will not block all WWW sites
which have a number in the name or use an odd port number.

In the past three months I could reach Cris' wonderful site, just with the exception of the discussion
page... :-((

Bernhard
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video sender wanted OUTSIDE the UK
From: Jan van der Elsen
Date: 20 Aug 1997
Time: 00:23:23
Remote Name: 206.241.18.4

Comments

I don't believe this: I am the first one to post a message in August! Come on guys, lets keep this part of
the webside alive and kicking!

Anyway, I posted a message a while ago about a video sender I was looking for within the UK. I had a
few E-mails back (thanks for that!) with some adresses but came to the conclusion that 1) it is difficult
(since it is illegal) to find a place that sells these things and 2) the quality of these senders is very poor
indeed. They use a good-old LC-circuit as occilator. As a result, the frequency is un-stable and the
amount of harmonics is beyond believe... as an ex-radio amateur in the Netherlands, you can imagine I
am not very happy with that.

So, is there anyone in the big outside world that can help me with a place I can (mail)order a proper one
or even a kit will do. It must be an X-tal type and to the PAL standard. (PAL a/b not important since I
won't use the sound part anyway)

PLEASE help, I have the camera and want to send it up as soon as possible.

Happy KAPping!

Jan
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Re: video sender wanted OUTSIDE the UK
From: Jenny Kow
Date: 10/1/99
Time: 5:56:40 AM
Remote Name: 203.124.0.50

Comments

Message for Jan Van Der Elsen

Dear Jan, I came across your msg for video sender but may be late in reply.

I can help offer you a video sender that sends video & Audio through the A.C Mains. It is perfectly legal
and no r-f interference.

Please email me if you are still interested in this device. My email is hitec@singnet.com.sg
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Re: video sender wanted OUTSIDE the UK
From: Jenny Kow
Date: 10/1/99
Time: 5:55:56 AM
Remote Name: 203.124.0.50

Comments

Message for Jan Van Der Elsen

Dear Jan, I came across your msg for video sender but may be late in reply.

I can help offer you a video sender that sends video & Audio through the A.C Mains. It is perfectly legal
and no r-f interference.

Please email me if you are still interested in this device. My email is hitec@singnet.com.sg
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Re: video sender wanted OUTSIDE the UK
From: jccom@webtv.net
Date: 21 Jan 1998
Time: 20:24:43
Remote Name: 207.79.35.39

Comments

i sell video senders, please click www.inergy.com/videosender
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Re: video sender wanted OUTSIDE the UK
From: Peter Bults
Date: 04 Sep 1997
Time: 14:53:28
Remote Name: 193.67.132.32

Comments

Hello Jan,

The german firm Conrad, also representated in Enschede (NL), can supply almost everything you'll need.
I don't have their adres or phone no. at hand now. But if you want more help from the Netherlands let me
know (piaenivo@worldaccess.nl). They have a web-page aswell, I think it is: www.conrad.de.

En de groeten uit holland, Peter Bults
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A Canadian source for video
From: Cris Benton
Date: 27 Aug 1997
Time: 19:20:40
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

Jan,

I've recently received a video transmitter and accessories from:

http://www.microvideo.ca/~microvid/

I'll let you know how well they serve the KAP application after I acrue some experience. I can report that
the transmitter is delightfully small - about the size of a postage stamp.
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Re: video sender wanted OUTSIDE the UK
From: Han Jonkers
Date: 23 Aug 1997
Time: 23:48:13
Remote Name: 145.220.201.70

Comments

Jan,

The company CONRAD ELECTONICS in the Netherlands sells mini video sender equipment. I have no
experience with the sender. Quality, I don't no. Conrad electronics tech. telephone info. 0031 53 4285480

Han Jonkers
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Size of KAP kites
From: Martin Hood
Date: 29 Jul 1997
Time: 04:37:35
Remote Name: 194.73.82.245

Comments

After reading the the last three issues of "aerial eye" and browsing through a number of excellent KAP
based web sites, it's about time I put myself a kite rig together and got out and started to take pictures.

My interest in K.A.P stems from a long time love of photography but as I'm a complete newbie to the
world of kites I have a few questions.

My starting point is to get some flying time with a kite capable of lifting a KAP rig. From what I've
picked up from the "Net" the most popular styles are Flow Forms, Rokkakus and Deltas.

I tried a number of kite shops enquiring about Flow Forms (particularly the Sutton 16 due to a number of
rave reviews) but could not find a UK source. The closest I got was a book on making soft kites. After
following a thread on rec.kites, about the habit of deltas nose diving I felt that a Rokkaku was the best
place to start.

The key information I could not find is the best size to start with. On one side I would like to lift a 35mm
compact camera rig, on the other hand I only have experience of flying "Kids" Kites, with nothing close
to the lift I would need.

If you can help me please e-mail me direct as well as to this area. Many thanks - good light and clean air.
Martin - County Durham, U.K mn.hood@BTinternet.com

 

Size of KAP kites

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_kapdiscuss/00000073.htm (1 of 2) [11/7/1999 6:20:48 PM]

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/kapdiscuss_post.htm
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/kapdiscuss_post.htm?115
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/00000073.htm/nav?next
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/00000073.htm/nav?prev


[ Contents | Search | Post | Reply | Next | Previous | Up ]

Re: Size of KAP kites
From: wim.verbeiren@euronet.be
Date: 31 Jul 1997
Time: 12:16:39
Remote Name: 195.74.193.14

Comments

Hi Martin,

I can advise you one good kite to start with, since I had so good experiences with it. The Double Parasled
is the kite I had the best experiences with so far, and it flies in almost all wind conditions. At this very
moment, an expedition from the archeologic department of the Ghent University is using my kite on a
Siberia missionm, where they use it to make maps of every step in the development of their excavations.
In the beginning I was afraid since they are complete laymen when it comes to kiting, and the system had
to be completely foolproof, since they are not able to develop the pictures till they are back in Belgium,
but the training I gave the 2 assistants proved that the complete process was a piece of cake for them.
They never had seen a kite before, and after a few hours, they were able to make excellent pictures of a
local site here in Belgium. If well constructed, the 1.6 x 2 m parasled fits in a 55x50x20 cm bag when
folded, it is easy to sew since there are only straight edges to sew, and in the 3 years I am using it, it
never came down even once unexpectedly. For very low wind conditions, you can use the same model
enlarged twice. I made a (kind of) sutton flowform last month, but it flew awfully, so I trashed it. I got
the plan from a french friend, but when I started drawing, I noticed the measurements did not match the
plan. So I estimated, but probably in the wrong direction. So If anyone reading this can provide me a real
Sutton or Jalbert plan, I would be more than delighted. I would use the parafoil to have an even more
quick setup, and because I want to take it with me on the many business trips I have to make for the
company I work for. O, btw, I got a nice postcard from Siberia, stating the kite flies wonderfully in
Russian wind !

Kind regards,

Wim Verbeiren
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Re: Size of KAP kites
From: Jan van der Elsen
Date: 29 Jul 1997
Time: 07:36:52
Remote Name: 206.241.18.4

Comments

A kite that is available in the UK is the Jalbert Parafoil Kite. Almost similar as the Sutton Flowform. I
use this kite (17 sq.ft) for almost 8 months now and am more than pleased with it!

I ordered the kite by mailorder through "Wind-things" in Edinburgh, call them on 0131-6227032.

Hope this helps!

Jan ;-)
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Messenger surface area vs lift
From: hyltons@tidalwave.net
Date: 21 Jul 1997
Time: 19:09:45
Remote Name: 208.220.24.137

Comments

I'm still playing with the disposable camera on a messenger.

Is there a general rule of them (holding 10,000 variables constant) for the surface area needed to lift X
amount of camera/rig?

My storebought Gunther Ferry can lift a disposable but only in pretty strong winds. That gives a lot of
rocking and it jumped off at the top last time. (not sure yet if the picture will be of the ground from
ground level yet).

I've just added on to the Gunther to double the wingspan, but a rule of thimb would be useful for my next
messenger design.

(If I can pop for a self winding point and shoot, I'll give up on the messenger and go to RC, but for now, I
don't want to have to drag the kite back down between each picture)

Thanks

Jeff Hylton hyltons@tidalwave.net
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VIDEO SENDER WANTED IN THE U.K.
From: Jan van der Elsen
Date: 16 Jul 1997
Time: 08:44:50
Remote Name: 206.241.18.4

Comments

In order to “aim a bit better” with my camera, I want to use a small video camera and transmitter to send
down a picture I can then see on a small (LCD) pocket TV.

I found a company within the UK that supplies the camera, but still searching for the transmitter. Does
anybody knows where I can buy one in the UK? Or does anybody know an electronic scheme of such a
device so I can build one? It does not require audio input, but needs to be small, low power consumption
and transmitting in PAL.

Who can help?
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Re: VIDEO SENDER WANTED IN THE U.K.
From: SASEM1@aol.com
Date: 02 Nov 1997
Time: 07:49:56
Remote Name: 152.163.205.237

Comments

I bought a video sender about 7 years ago from a small electronics shop in West Byfleet, Surrey. Now
West ByFleet is a sall place so it should not be difficult to find ..... if it still exists. I hope this helps.
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Main KAP WWW Site down for a couple of days
From: Cris Benton
Date: 15 Jul 1997
Time: 17:19:08
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

The KAP WWW site has been experiencing difficulties during the last two days due to a failing disk. My
UNIX Administrator tells me that they should have things restored (new disk) within the next two days.
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RE: A Newcomers' Viewpoint...
From: coh@i-2000.com
Date: 10 Jul 1997
Time: 14:56:04
Remote Name: 207.97.128.170

Comments

Thanks for the welcome, Chris. And of course, thanks for the excellent web site! I expect to be posting
frequently in the next few weeks as I progress through the daydreaming/research and procurement phases
and into the "putting it all together and doin' it" phase.

Peter, I appreciate your comments about the OM-2. It's an old, good friend of mine, and I'm sad to see it
fail. But as I'm intimately familiar with it's entire history, I can't say I'm surprised to learn that there's
some disagreement between the image at the focusing screen and the image at the film plane. (The
problem exists regardless of which lens is attached.) Let's just say that it's had an incredibly eventful life.
And so, a bit reluctantly, I've decided not to include it in my plans for KAP.

That means I'm in the market for a new camera! It's the first difficult decision that must be made. Oh, I
know that with the across-the-board high level of quality available these days, I could go to the camera
store and walk right up to the "point 'n shoot" shelf, close my eyes and say, "I'll take the one that's second
from the left", and I'll get a camera that will take fine KAP photos. But there just isn't much emotional
satisfaction in that approach. And since I'm interested in other aspects of photography, such as macro and
micro, that solution simply doesn't allow much room for growth.

I guess I'm looking for an SLR *system*; ideally for me it would be an updated Olympus OM series,
with a built in winder, auto exposure bracketing, optional shutter priority mode and electronic shutter
release relay. Unfortunately, such a thing just doesn't exist in the OM line. It appears as though I'll have
to overcome my aversion to plastic SLR's, and take a hard look at Canon's EOS line. Or maybe Pentax;
they've introduced a "retro" design, one that actually has a chrome-finish body with real knobs and levers
on top! It's just the sort of thing I'm looking for, but the Pentax ZX-5 doesn't include auto bracketing.
Darn!
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Yes Peter, you're right; I do have a tendency to over-complicate things. I have a deep fascination with
sophisticated systems, probably instilled in me during my years in aerospace manufacturing. That might
explain why I purchased a 7 channel Futaba radio for use with a 1/8 scale gas powered car! I had hoped
to use the extra channels for lights, "burnout" smoke, braking parachute and maybe a multi-speed
transmission. But alas, a sudden financial crisis forced me to liquidate my most expendable assets before
acheiving those goals... I kept the radio, though! And it represents probably the most definite piece of my
KAP puzzle so far. A programmable radio is certainly overkill, but on the other hand, it might come in
handy for fine-tuning servo throw on the shutter release...?

All it needs is a new antenna (damaged during a move), and a new manual (lost, probably during the
same move). Both of these, I'm happy to say, are on order and will arrive in the next day or so. I'll spend
some time this weekend re-familiarizing myself with the radio programming and checking to see if one
of the servos can be modified for 360-degree rotation. Then all I have to do is build a picavet, decide on a
camera, choose a kite, and design a cradle! :)

Ahh, so much food for thought...!

--Chuck Henderson
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RE: A Newcomers' Viewpoint...
From: David Schenken
Date: 20 Sep 1997
Time: 21:43:09
Remote Name: 207.113.77.23

Comments

In defense of Pentax - The ZX-5 doesn't offer bracketing because it doesn't need bracketing. But for
those photographers who want brackting - there is the ZX5-N with bracketing, DOF preview, other stuff.
The ZX-5 series ('-10, '-50, and '-5N) are among the smallest and lighest SLRs out today. I like them so
much I have 2 (stereo photography where getting consistent exposure is important).

See the Pentax Website for more info. Enjoy!
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A Newcomer's Viewpoint...
From: coh@i-2000.com (Chuck Henderson)
Date: 09 Jul 1997
Time: 22:29:25
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

I've been looking (lurking) through this forum since it began, and I have to say I'm very glad it's here,
along with the rest of Chris' *most excellent* web site. But a few of the comments made by some of the
experienced KAP'ers are causing me some concern that this forum might whither away from neglect or
lack of participation. After reading some of these comments, I thought to myself, "No, no, no! Not when
I'm just getting started!" I don't want this forum to go away, but what can I do to help?

Well, the answer to that is pretty obvious: Post Something!

But what could I possibly say...? I don't have a camera that works right anymore; my old Olympus OM-2
refuses to focus an image on the film plane properly, even though the image is razor-sharp in the
viewfinder. I suspect it's something to do with the focusing screen mount... but I'm not sure it's worth
fixing for this application, anyway. Then there's my old 7 channel radio. The antenna is broken, and
besides, I lost the manual for programming the thing! I *do* have a nice kite, but I'm not sure that a 9 ft.
Delta Conyne is the right lifting platform for me. That kite gives me a little too much excitement on the
days when it suddenly decides to soar *upwind* of it's tether point!

So, I thought to myself, what could I possibly have to contribute to this forum? All I have is problems!
I'm nowhere *near* being able to take photographs from a KAP platform... I have the desire to do so, but
only a half-baked idea of how to go about it.

Then I realized, "Hey! Everybody else in here is talking about *their* problems; why can't I? So what if I
don't have any experience to talk about? I've got *plenty* of problems!!" And I intend to work them out,
step by step.

I began to think that it might even be a good idea for me to post here, precisely *because* of my lack of
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experience. I'm right at the beginning of my learning curve; perhaps, with your collective consent, I
could use this forum to share my decision-making process along the way. It might be helpful to other
beginners who may be lurking here, if only to illustrate what *not* to do....

Does this sound like the kind of participation you'd like to see here?

--Chuck Henderson
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Re: A Newcomer's Viewpoint...
From: Cris Benton
Date: 09 Jul 1997
Time: 22:35:29
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

Chuck,

I'd say that your ideas and questions are exactly the type of participation we would like to see in the
discussion group. I’ve noticed that one of the interesting things about being a teacher is the realization
that there is much to be gained through explaining something – it causes you to order your thoughts, to
search for relationships. So ask away, your questions are our gain

I myself have a question for the kite savvy among you. How do you address Chuck's problem of an
overflying delta conyne? Would a frilly tail provide enough drag to keep it lower or is it a matter of the
bridle geometry.

My Rokkaku overflies on occasion and is a major annoyance when the camera rig is up.
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Re: Overflying
From: laqua@sprynet.com
Date: 18 Jul 1997
Time: 11:25:54
Remote Name: 204.220.9.37

Comments

Unfortunately I can't add anything to the 'overfly' problem, except to agree that it *is* annoying when it
happens. I use a 13' Delta Conyne to lift my rig, and when the wind begins to die it goes straight up (as it
just did this week, with the camera over a pool. Yikes!.) To this point no amount of tail has helped, and I
fear it's just a characteristic of the kite.

I am looking at flowforms to hopefully get around this problem.
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Re: Overflying vs the Thermal
From: David Schenken
Date: 08 Sep 1997
Time: 19:43:27
Remote Name: 207.113.77.28

Comments

Overflying is most likely the result of a thermal. Thermals formed upwind are, of course, blown
downwind. This means that they angle downwind as they go up. As they release from the ground they
suck the ground air from all around them. This is felt as a sudden increase in wind speed when they are
down wind of you and a startling decrease in ground windspeed when they release upwind. So when the
wind around you drops off and the kite pulls nearly straight overhead, it is most likely because a thermal
is sucking the air straight up. No tail will help a kite when the wind the kite is in in is going more up than
across. The best cure is a great deal of heavy line.
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Re: A Newcomer's Viewpoint...
From: Patrick Cook (boxkite@midcoast.com)
Date: 13 Jul 1997
Time: 08:17:40
Remote Name: 208.144.63.78

Comments

Hi Cris Also an appreciative and long-time viewer of your pages, I've long had the desire try KAP
(before the term came into popular use), using winged boxes that I've been building for more than 30
years in this scenic part of coastal Maine. To address the problem of a kite overflying its zenith,
something that can happen with any efficient design under the right conditions, I would say that the
bridle setting is not the answer, since a kite in this "floating" mode is essentially disregarding its tether
point. Pockets, fringe or "flappers" incorporated into the trailing provide the needed drag to maintain the
downwind position of a kite, although vibration would have to be assessed for KAP purposes. Line
"junk" and drogues would be a little less effective since this is a less direct method of keeping the nose
pointed into the wind. Although tails remove the "purity" of a tailless kite, I think they can add an extra
measure of insurance in thermal conditions and on gusty days, and I use them sometimes even on
relatively stable boxes. I prefer fuzzy or similar tails to drogues, and find that a certain amount of weight
is important in impeding a kite's yaw inertia and more importantly, keep the nose up. Anyone that has
had a delta slide suddenly out of the sky should have reason to ponder tails.
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Re: A Newcomer's Viewpoint...
From: Peter van Erkel (perkel@lucent.com)
Date: 09 Jul 1997
Time: 22:33:13
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

Hello Chuck,

I am very sorry to hear about your OM-2. Specially since I made many nice aerial shot with it. Currently
I use a Olympus Stylus Infinity. Much smaller/lighter than the OM-2, winder-2 and a 28mm, but
sometimes I miss the 28mm.

But I do not understand your focus problem. With a 28mm at F8, there is no focus problem between 10
meter and infinity.

Sorry I can not help you with a programmable 7 channel transmitter/ receiver combination. I use an old
Robbe Economic/Compact/Attac II. This is a very basic two channel on the outside, but a four channel
on the inside. Programming ?? who needs programming for KAP.

In General I think you make it to difficult to start. Keep it simple, with the means you have. If you look
in the Aerial Eye, you will find many different ways to start.

Do not overlook starting with a Disposable Camera, and a timer or a 1 Channel sender/transmitter.

Even from not making any picture at all, but just by looking at how a Picavet, Pendulum or your own
design suspension behaves, hanging on the line of you favorite Kite, you can learn a lot.

We all started one way or the other, with or without KAPWA, the Aerial Eye, or KAPvise from other
KAP'ers, but the main thing is we did start!

Good luck, Peter van Erkel perkel@lucent.com
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CNN?
From: Bob Brown in Florida
Date: 06 Jul 1997
Time: 04:20:55
Remote Name: 209.86.14.142

Comments

I caught the article on CNN television featuring your kites photography. If anyone would like a copy, I
would be glad to make one. Email me at bob@thebrowns.com if you are interested.
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Re: CNN?
From: Bob Pebly
Date: 07 Jul 1997
Time: 03:57:45
Remote Name: 198.97.66.128

Comments

If you got it on video tape, maybe someone in the group can capture it and put it online. I'd sure like to
see it!

Cris, how'd you get up on CNN?!

Bob
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Holy Warhol Batman, that was me on CNN
From: Cris Benton
Date: 09 Jul 1997
Time: 22:31:34
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

A couple of weeks ago the San Francisco Chronicle ran a full page Sunday article on my KAP activities.
The San Francisco office of CNN noted the newspaper article and asked if they could do an interview.
We met at San Francisco's Marina Green last Wednesday.

I was very impressed with the whole process. They were interested in detail and spent two hours filming
and interviewing. I shot a couple of aerial rolls during the interview while they filmed the process from
the ground. I gave CNN the undeveloped film and they then used images from the developed rolls to
illustrate the outcome. Happily the images turned out ok even though it was a very gusty day (as noted by
Bernhard below.) The piece aired two days later on the 4th of July while I was camping in the Sierra
Nevada.

Altogether great fun -- plus my parents on the East Coast just happened to see it :-) I'll post a page on it
later.
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Cris Benton on CNN!! - was Re: CNN?
From: Bernhard Malle, bernhard.malle@dbag.ulm.daimlerbenz.com
Date: 07 Jul 1997
Time: 00:01:00
Remote Name: 53.122.1.13

Comments

Hi,

here in Germany was watching CNN on Friday some time between 13:00 and 14:00 and all of a sudden
when zapping through the 26 channels I have got I saw someone explaining his KAP rigg. I remembered
some of the pictures on Cris Benton sides and I thought: This must be Cris. Then the speaker mentioned
his name.

It was interesting to see Cris in action and it made me hope that I will soon be able to make good pictures
when I saw that his rigg is also bouncing a quit a bit. I also realised that the lines for his picavet
suspension are much longer than the ones I had originally choosen for my rigg.

Nice story!

Bernhard

 

[ Home Page | Background | Equipment | Gallery | Maps | Discussion | Others | What's New ]

Cris Benton on CNN!! - was Re: CNN?

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_kapdiscuss/00000061.htm (1 of 2) [11/7/1999 6:21:16 PM]

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/kapdiscuss_post.htm
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/kapdiscuss_post.htm?97
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/00000061.htm/nav?next
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/00000061.htm/nav?prev
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/00000061.htm/nav?up
http://www.ced.berkeley.edu/~cris/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html


[ Contents | Search | Post | Reply | Next | Previous | Up ]

Rig bounce and Picavet length
From: Cris Benton
Date: 09 Jul 1997
Time: 22:57:51
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

Hi Bernhard,

My rig was really bouncing around during the CNN interview -- more so than during a normal KAP
session. Still the images came out rather sharp due to the early afternoon timing of the interview. Plenty
of light meant a fast shutter speed.

My Picavet lines are sized such that the cross can be lifted from the ground when I stretch my arms out
(holding the opposite ends of the suspension. Limiting the length to this dimension makes it easier to
handle the Picavet suspension on the ground. This rule of thumb means around 18 meters of Picavet line
for me.

All the best.
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Re: Rig bounce and Picavet length
From: Jan van der Elsen
Date: 10 Jul 1997
Time: 00:21:36
Remote Name: 206.241.18.4

Comments

Hi Cris.

I would love to see that CNN bit, maybe it will be on again here in Europe, I keep on watching.

Interesting to read about the length of the picavet line: I used to have a reasonable short suspention: the
rig hang about 75-cm below its hang-off points but changed that 3 months ago to about 130-cm.
Although the rig seems to sit a bit more stable DURING movement of the kite, it takes more time to be
"perfectly" stable AFTER a big movement, obviously due to the longer pendulum effect.. I had better
pictures with the short version!

So I think I am going to make it shorter again; also easier to handle.

Anybody else with these sorts of experiences?

Jan ;-)
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Kinda quiet here? Best light new SLR for KAP ??
From: Simon Harbord
Date: 04 Jul 1997
Time: 08:52:38
Remote Name: 206.241.18.4

Comments

Since my return to KAP last year I have only used my old SLR rig twice, and have concentrated on using
a compact Yashica rig as the results were every bit as good as I used to get with the old Olympus SLR.
Nevertheless, I am wishing to build a new SLR rig this winter based around one of the newer lightweight
SLR's. I particularly like the Canon 500 that Cris uses, but here in the UK they want more money for
them than I want to spend.I would be very grateful for any SLR recommendations with the voice of
experience, from anyone KAPping with new generation lightweight SLR's in the slightly lower price
range. Just some ideas to start me off, or point me in the right direction.

Please post responses for two reasons.

1 I genuinely need a starting point for this search.

2 I don't want to see this discussion page fade away. It needs KAPpers to keep it alive. There are lots of
"active" threads.

Best wishes

Simon
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Re: Kinda quiet here? Best light new SLR for KAP
??
From: David Hunt
Date: 19 Jul 1997
Time: 09:17:46
Remote Name: 206.105.205.208

Comments

This list of cameras and specifications was taken from an article in Peterson’s Photographic Magazine,
March 1997 issue. It contains only 35mm auto focus SLRs each listing shows 1) model name 2) weight
3) top shutter speed 4) whether shutter or aperture priority is available 5) list price/ street price (street
price is what you pay mail order in the US)

Canon EOS-1n 30oz. 1/8000 shutter & aperture $2600/$1700 Canon EOS-1n RS 45.8oz. 1/8000 shutter
& aperture $3900/$2650 Canon EOS A2 23.3oz. 1/8000 shutter & aperture $1050/$700 Canon EOS A2E
23.6oz 1/8000 shutter & aperture $1200/800 Canon EOS Elan II & IIe 20.5oz 1/4000 shutter & aperture
$800/$620 Canon EOS Rebel G 13oz. 1/2000 shutter & aperture $440/$310 Contax AX 38.1oz 1/6000
shutter & aperture $2975/$2100 Minolta Maxxum 9xi 26.1oz 1/12000 shutter & aperture $1453/$821
Minolta Maxxum 700si 21oz 1/8000 shutter & aperture $1060/$650 Minolta Maxxum 600si 19.0oz
1/4000 shutter & aperture $733/$450 Minolta Maxxum 400si 13.9oz 1/2000 shutter & aperture
$479/$300 Minolta Maxxum 300si 13.3oz 1/2000 ???????????????? $419/$260 Nikon N90s 26.6oz
1/8000 shutter & aperture $1360/$1050 Nikon N70 20.6oz 1/4000 shutter & aperture $745/$530 Nikon
N6006 23oz 1/2000 shutter & aperture $563/$400 Nikon N50 20.5oz 1/2000 shutter & aperture
$535/$385 Pentax PZ-1p 22.9oz 1/8000 shutter & aperture $1048/$650 Pentax PZ-70 15.9oz 1/2000
shutter & aperture $535/$299 Pentax ZX-10 12.3oz !/2000 shutter & aperture $575/$350 Pentax ZX-5
14.1oz 1/2000 shutter & aperture $698/$450 Sigma SA-300N 15.7oz 1/4000 shutter & aperture
$620/$345 Yashica 300 AF 14.1oz 1/2000 shutter & aperture $499/$245

 

Re: Kinda quiet here? Best light new SLR for KAP ??

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_kapdiscuss/0000006f.htm (1 of 2) [11/7/1999 6:21:26 PM]

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/kapdiscuss_post.htm
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/kapdiscuss_post.htm?111
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/0000006f.htm/nav?next
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/0000006f.htm/nav?prev
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/0000006f.htm/nav?up


[ Contents | Search | Post | Reply | Next | Previous | Up ]

Re: SLR list + Bird tale
From: Simon Harbord
Date: 21 Jul 1997
Time: 07:41:43
Remote Name: 206.241.18.4

Comments

Thanks for the list David, that'll be really useful as a start point.

As an aside I noted Rob Green was asking about bird experiences with kites in the latest issue of aerial
eye.

I deliberately flew my system in Glenshee (Scotland) a few months ago and sure enough a couple of
huge birds came along to investigate the kite, I like to think they were golden eagles but I'm thinking
they were really buzzards. By the time I got the rig up (fumbling hands with excitement) they were about
2 miles away! Nevertheless I think I have the best bird story for KAPpers to try to cap. Some time ago I
was flying at a location close to home when a little sparrow came flittering by and perched on the kite
line about 60 feet up ! Sat there a couple of minutes swinging in the breeze and then flittered away..

Anyone else....

Simon
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Re: Kinda quiet here? Best light new SLR for KAP
??
From: wim.verbeiren@infoboard.be
Date: 06 Jul 1997
Time: 15:18:17
Remote Name: 195.74.193.14

Comments

Simon,

The Canon EOS 5000 isn't a bad choice too. it has slightly less features than the 500, but has everything
for good KAP pictures. the price is about two thirds of a 500. the weight is the same, it has speed preset
and an electric shutter inlet. I use both, and they give the same result.

kind regards, Wim
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general question
From: T Wenrich
Date: 21 Jun 1997
Time: 09:19:13
Remote Name: 152.163.213.7

Comments

This is very interesting stuff. I'm looking forward to enjoying your work in more detail as time becomes
a bit more available. Meanwhile, I would be interested to know if there are plans to do any photography
in the Tahoe, or Contra Costa (Lafayette, Orinda etc.) areas? Good luck. Regards, Tom
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Seeking Some Introduction
From: Jeff Peters (jspeters@erols.com)
Date: 20 Jun 1997
Time: 19:00:02
Remote Name: 207.172.74.134

Comments

As a kite lover, this whole concept of kite-borne photography fascinates me. I'm cobbling together a
perception of what it's all about by lurking around several pages, but some of the logistics are still a bit
puzzling.

If you have the time and inclination, could you (any of you) take me on a "virtual flight" by describing
your setup, launch, shoot, and retrieval methods?

I'm most interested in how to establish a stable platform to which one would actually trust a camera.

Regards, - Jeff Peters 20 Jun 97
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Description of a typical KAP session
From: Cris Benton
Date: 22 Jun 1997
Time: 12:57:51
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

Jeff,

I kept your request for a description of a typical KAP session in mind as I went out yesterday. The winds
were more brisk than typical for us but I thought I would write it up anyway.

It is a sunny Saturday morning and while tending to a few computer chores I also check the Bay Area
Winds WWW page http://sfbay7.wr.usgs.gov/wind to see how the day is developing. Like most of our
summer days there is a developing sea breeze, this one coming from the northwest as opposed to our
usual westerly flow -- must be a weather front out there somewhere.

My KAP gear is already packed and in the trunk of my VW Cabriolet. The batteries were charged toward
the end of the last session so they are ready to go too. Around noon I pick the Sonoma Valley, north of
San Francisco Bay, as the target and head out. I’m solo today because Claudia and Charlie have gone to
pick Thomas up at camp. During the delightful top-down drive north I’m watching the trees, water
surfaces, etc. to get a sense of the wind.

My first stop in Sonoma is Aeroschellville, a flight instruction and biplane ride company operating out of
a small civil airstrip. Aeroschellville flies the Stearman PT-17 featured in a gallery page last October
<http:www.ced.berkeley.edu/~cris/kap/gallery/gal56.html>. I stop and chat with these pleasant folks for
a while (and they agree to barter an aerobatic flight for a nice print!) while I watch and then measure the
local winds. The winds are strong (12 mph sustained with 20+ mph gusts at ground level) according to
my nifty, new Kestrel anemometer. The last time I was at the airport I’d seen a handsome Swift (a
two-place, low-wing 1946 airplane) and today the owner shows up. After a bit of explaining my methods
and intentions he agrees to roll the Swift out on the tarmac for photos.
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One of the Aeroschellville crew goes to secure permission from the airstrip manager (granted with a
flight window to 150 feet). The owner goes to get the Swift. I pull my car around to the likely anchor
point for the kite (as I often tie off to the car’s roll bar.) I pull out the KAP gear bar and from it select the
five things that begin each KAP session:

My photographer’s vest filled with KAP accouterments.●   

My right hand sailing glove from a pocket in the vest.●   

A Halo spool with 1,000 feet of black dacron kiteline.●   

A kite – in this case the Sutton 30 was my first choice for higher visibility●   

A fuzzy tail●   

It takes less than a minute to clip the fuzzy tail to the kite’s harness and to clip the kite’s bridle to the
kiteline. With glove on I spool out a quick 100 feet of line and then take a climber’s strap and carabiner
from the photographer's vest and secure the strap to the VW roll bar. The kiteline is then easily attached
to the carabiner with a single-handed clove hitch. I usually wait ten minutes at this point to just watch the
kite flying. I basically want to make sure it is stable and consistent ("happy" in my terms) before trusting
the camera rig to it. On this occasion the Sutton 30 is not particularly happy. It is pulling like a mule and
moving laterally (+- 20 degrees) when it loads up under the frequent gusts. So after 3 minutes I take the
Sutton 30 down (by walking the kiteline hand over hand since there is plenty of room on the tarmac) and
send the Sutton 16 up. It too pulls vigorously and flies from side to side in the frequent gusts but is better
matched to the wind and will be easier to hand hold when flying the camera. I begin a second 10-minute
waiting period.

I talk about the shot with the owner and we pick a clean strip of pavement for the "background" and
orient the plane nose to the sun. The Sutton 16, though behaving somewhat erratically, convinces me it
can lift the Canon Rebel rig without mishap. It will be a challenge to avoid motion blur in the images. I
would normally send the kite much higher to see if I could find smoother air at 300 or 400 feet but that is
not prudent at an airstrip and we would have to seek additional permissions.

From the KAP gear bag I pull:

the Canon Rebel X and its 24-mm lens●   

the Canon camera cradle●   

I spend a minute getting a fresh roll of film into the Canon and the lens hood mounted on the lens. Then I
complete a quick ground check of the radio gear by powering up the receiver first. One indicator of
someone using the same transmitter frequency within range would be unbidden (by me) movement in the
rig while my receiver is on and my transmitter is still off. Convinced the frequency is clear I turn on my
transmitter and check the cradle’s rotation functions.

I now head back to the kiteline and walk down around twenty feet. From the photographer’s vest comes a
Hangup (a Brooks Leffler design published in the Aerial Eye) and by taking the kiteline’s load in my
right hand I quickly attach it to the slack line downstream. I attach a second Hangup six feet down the
line from the first. Also from the vest comes my Picavet suspension. (Here I assume you are familiar
with the Picavet suspension, if not see http://www.ced.berkeley.edu/~cris/kap/equip/picavet.html .) I
normally store the Picavet in a plastic bag to keep its line in order. The line threads back and forth
between cross and line attachments eight times and will make a very convincing knot if you give it a
chance. When not in use I clip the Picavet’s two kiteline attachment swivel clips to eye screws in both
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ends of a 6" wooden dowel then gather the lines between cross and dowel and chain stitch them together.
I now attach the Picavet by reversing this storage process, unzipping the chain stitch, and attaching the
swivel clips to split rings on the Hangups. I always take a few seconds to test the structural integrity of
the Picavet by pulling on it with several times the force expected of the camera cradle.

This day’s circumstance is a good one for addressing your question about how one "establishes a stable
platform to which one would actually trust a camera". Even though the kite is quite active a hundred feet
up, the movement at the Picavet is modest. This is part due to the stretch of the dacron line absorbing
load but mostly just the geometry of having the Picavet within 15 feet of the kiteline’s anchor point.
When launching I always attach the Hangups in a position that places the Picavet cross just within reach
– say about eight feet above the ground. Even if, after I attach the camera, the kite dives 50 feet the
camera would still be above the ground. So I proceed by attaching the camera cradle to the Picavet and
making a final check of rig movement functions and the camera’s settings (auto-exposure mode, focus on
automatic).

Once the camera is hanging from the rig I unclip the kiteline from the carabiner and gain a little working
height by letting out kiteline. As stable as the luanching arragement is I generally feel better when the
camera is clear of the ground. With the camera rig about thirty feet above the ground I work with the
Swift owner to take a series of plan view and oblique shots of the airplane with the camera gaining no
more than 40 feet of altitude (as monitored by a IR laser rangefinder.) The owner helps me sight the
camera cradle’s position downrange – something the twins usually attend to. The camera cradle is
bouncing around quite a bit in the gusty winds and my shutter speed is varying between 1/250 and 1/500
second (checked when the camera was on the ground). The trick in this situation is to patiently await for
the moments when the camera cradle becomes less active and shoot in these interludes. This I do and
when the rig is moving vigorously I back away from the handsome Swift lest something fail and – bombs
away. I will knock on wood and say that I've yet to drop anything in several hundred flights.

With the photographs complete I tie the kiteline off to the carabiner again and walk the kiteline down to
retrieve the camera rig. With the kiteline under my armpit I easily handle the Picavet without putting
tension on its lines. After camera cradle removal the kiteline is released and the kite flies from the
carabiner while I put the camera rig out of harm’s way (or on other occasions change film then reattach.)

With the camera tucked away I walk the kiteline down again and remove the Picavet then the Hangups.
These go back into their photographer’s vest storage positions. Next the kite is hauled in (by walking the
kiteline down in this case) and kite, tail, and kiteline stowed away. A final scan around the flying site for
scattered gear is followed by stowing the larger items including the photographer’s vest in the KAP gear
bag. The session ends by taking a couple of ground-level context shots, thanking the Swift pilot, and
exchanging business cards. Total time between hauling out the KAP gear bag and placing it back in the
trunk was around 35 minutes.

I don’t know how the 15 aerial images came out yet but will get them back this week. I hope this
description of the process helps.
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Re: Description of a typical KAP session
From: François Demont, spitfire@compuserve.com
Date: 27 Jun 1997
Time: 02:31:29
Remote Name: 192.134.240.30

Comments

Cris, thank you for this nice description of your kap session ! I just finished a new Flowform kite (one
meter width), for use in higher winds, and will add soon other photos on my page at
http://memebers.aol.com/KiteCamera I visit the discussion page nearly every day, but there is not many
postings these days... If I had a more easy english in my keyboard, I would post more often. But if
English readers don't want to post, I'm afraid I must begin to post in French, because I found some other
cyber-kapers here in France, and this page would be a nice place to meet ! What about a 90% French
discussion site on this wonderful American page ;-) ?
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Re: Description of a typical KAP session
From: Simon Harbord
Date: 27 Jun 1997
Time: 05:09:58
Remote Name: 206.241.18.4

Comments

Francois, mon Francais est tres terrible, please keep posting in English, there are others out here, like you
who wish to write. I feel that for this to work, we have to overcome the embarrassment, my attempts to
stimulate discussion met with varying success. We should keep trying.

Best Wishes

Simon
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Travel by plane with KAP equipment
From: Detlef (d.beyer@hermes.de)
Date: 19 Jun 1997
Time: 23:49:03
Remote Name: 194.77.140.251

Comments

Hi, maybe this question sounds strange - but I never took my rig and the radio control to a plane. Since it
is custom build and the security officers will not know this stuff, I'm wondering wether I will get trouble
with this? Do you have any experiences with airlines and your equipment?

Detlef

 

[ Home Page | Background | Equipment | Gallery | Maps | Discussion | Others | What's New ]

Comments to author: crisp@socrates.berkeley.edu
All contents copyright (C) 1998 by Charles C. Benton.

All rights reserved. Revised: Wednesday, August 19, 1998

URL: http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_kapdiscuss/00000041.htm

Travel by plane with KAP equipment

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_kapdiscuss/00000041.htm [11/7/1999 6:21:52 PM]

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/kapdiscuss_post.htm
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/kapdiscuss_post.htm?65
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/00000041.htm/nav?next
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/00000041.htm/nav?prev
http://www.ced.berkeley.edu/~cris/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
mailto:crisp@socrates.berkeley.edu


[ Contents | Search | Post | Reply | Next | Previous | Up ]

Re: Travel by plane with KAP equipment
From: Detlef
Date: 25 Jun 1997
Time: 00:12:21
Remote Name: 194.77.140.251

Comments

Hi again and thank you all for you nice comments and the help you gave me. I wrote mail to some
airlines and the things they worte back are in short: our equipment fits not in the category "Dangerous
Goods"! You maybe inform the Check-in before you travel - but this is not needed. You have to think
about the normal limitations (5kg max, size) of hand luggage. The batteries should be attached to the rig
to show the functionality if needed.

Detlef
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Re: Travel by plane with KAP equipment
From: wim.verbeiren@infoboard. be
Date: 23 Jun 1997
Time: 13:26:03
Remote Name: 195.74.193.14

Comments

Detlef,

I have taken my gear almost everywhere around the world, since I have to travel a lot for the company I
work for. 'almost everywhere" includes South America, Singapore, South Korea, the US, Canada, the
Chinese Republic, Australia, Russia, and of course every European country. In the beginning, I had the
same agony as you, I thought they could take me apart and accuse me of espionage or think I carry a
bomb or so (after all, the remote control could set off dangerous devices if you ask me). But I never was
asked even to show what I had in my hand luggage (I don't trust to leave it in another suitcase).
Sometimes, they ask me release the shutter of the camera (it might contain explosives...), and I am
always asked to switch on my organizer in case that one might explode too in mid air, but they never
inquired about that funny black box (I housed the receiver and other electronics in an elegant
'aerodynamic' plastic box, with an on/off switch and a LED on top) and the aluminum tubing which are
in my suitcase too.

But if you are not quite shure, here is a trick that might ease your mind: Take a picture of your gear with
the camera, mounted on a tripod, together with the transmitter. take some 'wildlife' pictures (or reproduce
some lions and elephants from a safari leaflet in Kenia), and make of all this a nice portfolio. Then you
can explain the customs people you are an amateur nature photographer, because, if you would explain in
detail how thrilled you are about KAP, the inevitable thinking pattern is that you want to perpetuate all
the military installations of that country...

I wish you a happy KAP travel...

Wim
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No questions asked on Hawaii trip
From: Cris Benton
Date: 21 Jun 1997
Time: 11:37:58
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

I carried my standard KAP gear bag as hand luggage on last summer's trip to Kaua'i and didn't attract any
attention. Perhaps I don't fit the resort terrorist profile. I always carry sample photographs so I can
explain what I am doing to the occasional police officer, property owner, etc.

On a related issue -- does anyone have experience in country to country variation in radio frequencies
assigned to R/C radios? It is my understanding that these are not standardized and I wonder what havoc
the foreign visitor might cause.
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Re: No questions asked on Hawaii trip
From: Peter Bults
Date: 21 Jun 1997
Time: 12:49:46
Remote Name: 193.67.132.28

Comments

Hello Cris,

In regard to your question on radio frequencies this is what I'm quiet sure of:

First: check out if you are allowed to use R/C equipment at all. In most "western" countries that wouldn't
be a problem. But in "second" and "third" world countries: be careful and get all information on the
subject from the local authoreties.

There is one exception (yes, them again): La France. There they have 41 MHz instead of 40 Mhz. But I
KAPped in France on several occasions with my 27 MHz and 40 MHz. No problem at all, so far ...
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Radio Frequencies
From: Cris Benton
Date: 22 Jun 1997
Time: 12:19:16
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

Peter,

I think the US then differs from France and the rest of Europe in that our R/C aircraft frequencies are
assigned the 50.800 to 50.980 MHz, 53.100 to 53.800 MHz, and 72.010 to 72.990 MHz portions of the
spectrum. Surface R/C (e.g.; cars, sailboats) use 26.995 to 27.255 MHz and 75.410 to 75.990 MHz.

I wonder what applications claim these frequencies in Europe?

I will try to look up the 40 to 41 MHz assignments over here.

Does anyone know frequency assignments in Asia, South America, Africa, and elsewhere?
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Re: Radio Frequencies
From: coh@i-2000.com (Chuck Henderson)
Date: 09 Jul 1997
Time: 22:26:14
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

When planning foreign travel with your RC KAP rig, a good way to learn about foreign frequency
assignments is to check with your own governments' Communications "Agency". Or better yet, for a
more friendly approach, contact your local RC Modelers association for more application-specific info.
But perhaps best of all, because of their all-encompassing international nature, check with a
representative of your local Amateur Radio Association. Better known as "Ham" operators, these folks
keep a close watch on the rapidly-changing radio frequency assignments in most countries aroung the
globe. Hope this helps....
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Re: Radio Frequencies
From: Simon Harbord
Date: 27 Jun 1997
Time: 05:14:02
Remote Name: 206.241.18.4

Comments

Cris, as you are upgrading the "background pages" maybe a short piece culled from this discussion thread
on travel with KAP equipment would be useful with a table of frequencies in use in each country...?

Simon
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Re: Travel by plane with KAP equipment
From: Jan van der Elsen
Date: 21 Jun 1997
Time: 01:16:42
Remote Name: 193.133.230.114

Comments

I recently went for a golfing holday to Malaga, Spain. I decided to take my KAP equipment with me, just
in case. The kite and reel went into the suitcase, the rig and transmitter into a balck pilotcase and just
cariied it by hand. The X-ray machine operator in Aberdeen did not seem to be interested at all but my
case was just picked as routine check. The guy who checked it was most interested in the hobby (once I
explained it to him) but not wanted to unwrap my rig since he thought it might damage it! I did show him
my little photo album with pics of the assembled rig.

The airport in Malaga did not respond at all, just walked through.

In a way it is freightning to see that nobody seems interested in the Radio equipment...

Jan ;-)
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Re: Travel by plane with KAP equipment
From: Simon Harbord
Date: 20 Jun 1997
Time: 00:57:42
Remote Name: 206.241.18.4

Comments

Hi Detlef, I have recent experience of this as I took a rig and kite from Aberdeen Scotland to San
Francisco and back. It seemed to me that if the rig went in hold baggage it could end up causing a major
security alert, due to its potential appearance on x ray. I decided therefore to carry it hand baggage,
expecting to have to open the bag after it went through each X-ray machine, as I was travelling via
Amsterdam Phoenix and Minneapolis, I figured on about 6 passes through machines from leaving to
getting back home, so I was well prepared to explain the equipment. I even carried a copy of Aerial eye
to show the bona fide nature of the equipment. I disconnected all batteries, but carried them with me in
case security needed to see the equipment work, (as they do with calculators, cameras, laptops etc.)I felt
there was a small risk that the equipment might be refused. Anyway, through all those xrays not one
security guard wanted to open the bags. I saw the bag on the x ray screens and if I'd been the security
guys, I'd have wanted a closer look.My feeling still is that it is right to carry it hand baggage, I can
imagine a random check of hold baggage turning up a KAP rig might cause some confusion and alarm,
with the bag being carted off to a remote part of the runway and blown up !! bottom line from me is I
guess, be prepared to demonstrate and answer some questions, but they may not come.

regards Simon
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Re: Travel by plane with KAP equipment
From: Detlef (d.beyer@hermes.de)
Date: 20 Jun 1997
Time: 23:43:05
Remote Name: 194.77.140.251

Comments

Hi Simon, do you any infos about taking the radio control to different countries (since you live in europe
too) - I think it's not 100% legal because everywere they use different freqencies?! So a US radio control
is not allowed to be used in germany and vis versa?! (Sorry for my poor english)

Detlef
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Re: Travel by plane with KAP equipment
From: Bob Pebly
Date: 20 Jun 1997
Time: 10:19:21
Remote Name: 198.97.66.128

Comments

Simon, I'm shocked that you were able to carry all your KAP gear on an *overseas* flight without having
the bag inspected! When I travel with my laptop overseas, I have to turn it on more than half the time. If
the airport "security" allows somebody to walk on the plane with an R/C transmitter and a bag full of
stange wiring and they don't even question the x-ray's, I don't think I want to get on the plane!

I agree with all your preparations. Carrying a copy of the Aerial Eye is an especially good idea in case
you have to convince a suspicious security officer that your hobby is for real. Bob
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line length/strength with flowform16
From: Detlef (d.beyer@hermes.de)
Date: 19 Jun 1997
Time: 23:36:13
Remote Name: 194.77.140.251

Comments

Hello, I'm just a little bit confused about what line I should use with the flowform16 to lift my KAP rig?
I got very different values from everyone I ask. So maybe here is the best point to fix this point...?!

Good winds, Detlef

P.S.: I would like this field with WRAP="VIRTUAL" - it's much easier to enter text with this option on.
Your site is still my no. 1!
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Re: line length/strength with flowform16
From: Cris Benton
Date: 20 Jun 1997
Time: 19:06:56
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

Hi Detlef,

I used to fly my Sutton 16 on 100 pound (50 kilogram) dacron line but notice that for the last years or so
I always use 200 pound (90 kilogram) dacron. This has more to do with the feel of the line in my hand
and the ease of tying my frequent hitches as I anchor the kite. So unless the winds are very light I use the
heavier line for its handling character. Incidentally, I have been carrying a tension scale around with me
for the last couple of months and have been surprised to see the Sutton 16 pulling at 40 pounds and
greater in winds that were gusting around 35 kilometers per hour on the ground.

I agree with you about the text wrap in the submission form. This discussion page was set up by a wizard
in FrontPage so I’m not too familiar with where your VIRTUAL parameter should go. I’ll sure try to find
out. In the meantime, I compose my submissions in a word processor and paste them into the form – an
inelegant workaround. Thanks for the suggestion.
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Re: line length/strength with flowform16
From:
Date: 20 Jun 1997
Time: 23:35:12
Remote Name: 194.77.140.251

Comments

Hi Chris,

could you please tell me what line length you use and at wich length you connect the rig?!

Detlef

P.S.: This is the tag you have to enter (I exchanged the brackets with ")"): (textarea name="Comments"
rows="6" cols="50" WRAP="VIRTUAL")
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Description of my lines
From: Cris Benton
Date: 21 Jun 1997
Time: 11:28:15
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

Hello again Detlef,

I generally travel with three spools of line:

As mentioned before my favorite is a spool of 200 pound black dacron. I think it photographs well
(unless you want a very visible line) and it has a great texture in the hand (slightly waxy.) The brand I
use is Laser Pro from Innovative Textiles, Inc. (800-876-7676) and I buy mine in 3,000-foot spools from
Tom McAlister in Berkeley <athiline@ix.netcom.com>.

I fly with approximately 1000 feet of the 200 pound line on a large Halo plastic hoop. I find the Halo
hoop straightforward to use and, better yet, compact.

Regarding length -- the Bay Area teems with helicopters and fixed-wing aircraft. In theory they are
supposed to stay above 500 feet and I am supposed to stay below this height. Since I do not fly above
500 feet I do not need more than 1000 feet of line.

My second spool of line is 130 pound black dacron from the same company. I keep a little over 1,000
feet on a Gator spool (but I like the Halo spools better -- easier on the hand.)

My third line set is 1,000 feet of 250 pound white dacron on a large wooden Stratospool. This line feel
great in the hand and the Stratospool is a well crafted object that pleases all the senses (but watch that
spinning knob.) I use it less than I anticipated because this spool and line setup weighs alot (~6 lb.) and
takes up alot of space (doesn't fit in my KAP gear bag.) I should use it more often.

I do not have a set answer regarding the amount of line between the kite and the Picavet. This varies with
wind conditions (principally turbulence) and the working height I seek for the camera. The more
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turbulent it is the more line between kite and camera. On really smooth days there might be as little as 50
feet. When it is very gusty it might be several hundred feet. Sometimes the turbulence is caused by object
near the ground and alot of line goes out as you try to get the kite up into clear air. Other times you have
to get the kite up pretty high to find enough wind to lift the camera. But all things being equal I like to
keep the kite below 300 feet so the line between camera and kite is around 150 feet.

I tried the virtual parameter and my text box is wrapping. Thanks for the tip!

All for now.
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Nominations sought for KAP Bibliography
From: Cris Benton
Date: 02 Jun 1997
Time: 08:16:21
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

Hello all. I’m working this month on reorganizing the Background section of the KAP WWW site. One
resource I would like to add is a bibliography. You can help.

I seek nominations of valuable KAP references. These may be

1) works principally centered on matters KAP (e.g.; Cottrell’s Kite Aerial Photography, Beauffort &
Dusariez’ Aerial Photographs Taken from A Kite, Autha, Negre, Beauffort, & Fosset’s Labruguiere),

2) works that make brief but interesting mention of KAP (e.g.; Moulton & Lloyd’s Kites, Pelham’s
Kites), or

3) works that deal not with KAP but with related topics (e.g.; Warner’s Small Format Photogrammetry
Garnett’s Aerial Photographs).

If you have a book that has influenced your KAP thinking it would be great to hear from you. My goal is
to have each reference presented with a brief description of its strengths and weaknesses. So please
submit annotations in addition to a proper citation to this discussion group. Credit will be given to
reviewers when I compile the results into a WWW page.

 

Nominations sought for KAP Bibliography

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_kapdiscuss/00000037.htm (1 of 2) [11/7/1999 6:22:21 PM]

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/kapdiscuss_post.htm
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/kapdiscuss_post.htm?55
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/00000037.htm/nav?next
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/00000037.htm/nav?prev
http://www.ced.berkeley.edu/~cris/kap/kaptoc.html


[ Contents | Search | Post | Reply | Next | Previous | Up ]

Re: Nominations sought for KAP Bibliography
From: Peter Bults
Date: 06 Jun 1997
Time: 00:36:40
Remote Name: 193.67.132.30

Comments

The first book on KAP that I obtained was:

“Fotograferende vliegers” by Nop Velthuizen and Gerard van der Loo.

I bought it in 1990. And it didn’t inspire me to start KAP.

Half of it is filled with history. Half of the rest is used to explain all kind of mathematical methode to
calculate the camera’s hight from the pictures. What is left discribes what kind of kite to use and how to
make it. And there are photo’s, drawings and texts on rigs. But I feel the photo’s don’t correspont with
the drawings, nor does the text cleary explains either photo or drawing. And I don’t like the rigs shown in
the book (two servo’s to tilt the camera???).

Maybe we should be happy this book is (or was) only availabel in dutch...

Peter Bults
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How do you anchor your kite?
From: Cris Benton
Date: 31 May 1997
Time: 13:28:18
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

I recently visited James Aber's Kansas Kite Aerial Photography site and therein encountered an image
showing James' method for securing the kite to the earth. The photo showed a length of broomstick size
dowel secured by a length of chain to a Kansas fence post. At the kite end of the dowel was a small cleat
that secured the kiteline.

see http://www.emporia.edu/s/www/earthsci/kite/kankap.htm (though it seemed to be down today)

KAPers often have the need to tie off their kite in order to attend to other details of launching a rig. When
flying solo I often ask passerby to hold onto the kite or I secure it to a park bench, tree, lamppost, etc.
using a climber's strap and a carabiner. The tie off method works well for me using a clove hitch tied
with two quick turns of the kiteline (a knot trick I learned from Wolfgang Bieck.) Wolfgang seems fond
of dogstakes - metal screws that are turned into the ground. During Wolfgang's San Francisco visit I
watched him screw a single dogstake into not very accepting soil, tie his hard-pulling multiflare to the
stake, and calmly walk away. I've seen Brooks Leffler secure a kite by turning a few loops of kiteline
around the plank of a picnic table.

So my question is how do you secure your kite to the ground? Respond via text in the discussion group.
If you also forward photos via e-mail I will assemble an illustrated page later.

All for now.
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Re: How do you anchor your kite?
From: Peter Bults
Date: 06 Jun 1997
Time: 00:38:05
Remote Name: 193.67.132.30

Comments

I use the following equipment to anchor kites:

1. 3 loops of 6mm nylon rope tied to a lenght of about 1 meter with 2 carabiners each, 2. 3 dog stakes 3. a
cotton bag.

Most of the time I use the loops. They allow me to fix the winder to posts, railings, trees etc. They are
easy to take with you. If there are no such things as posts I’ll use the dog stakes unless the soil is too soft
(sand) or too hard (rock). That’s where the bag comes in. Filled with sand or rocks of course.

The loops and dog stakes are also handy after I’ve walked down the kite-line to the point where I want to
attach the rig. I just secure the line to a stake and loop and have both hands free to get the rig in working
order.

Peter Bults
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Very cheap kite camera rig
From: Patrick Fulton (patrick.fulton@btinternet.com)
Date: 31 May 1997
Time: 06:29:25
Remote Name: 194.73.82.244

Comments

I have succeded in taking a few photographs with a camera rig which I made from dowel rod and glue.
Although it has produced blurred photographs, I have refined the design but have not yet seen the results.
If you are interested in the ongoing 'project', take a look at my KAP page. The address is:
http://www.btinternet.com/~fulton/kap.htm

I would love to hear of similar cheap alternatives to radio control and Picavet suspensions.
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Discussion page maintenance notes
From: Cris Benton
Date: 25 May 1997
Time: 17:05:10
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

I finally found a moment to tidy up the discussion pages a bit. Those that have visited regularly will
remember that a system crash in April left the discussion pages with impairments in formating and
sequencing. I've just finished recreating the disussion page scripts in a new location and I've manually
posted most of the extant messages into this new implementation. This is why all the messages that
precede this one will appear to have come from the same machine.

So, we should be on a good, even keel for now - post away.

 

[ Home Page | Background | Equipment | Gallery | Maps | Discussion | Others | What's New ]

Comments to author: crisp@socrates.berkeley.edu
All contents copyright (C) 1998 by Charles C. Benton.

All rights reserved. Revised: Wednesday, August 19, 1998

URL: http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_kapdiscuss/0000002f.htm

Discussion page maintenance notes

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_kapdiscuss/0000002f.htm [11/7/1999 6:22:28 PM]

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/kapdiscuss_post.htm
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/kapdiscuss_post.htm?47
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/0000002f.htm/nav?next
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/0000002f.htm/nav?prev
http://www.ced.berkeley.edu/~cris/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
mailto:crisp@socrates.berkeley.edu


[ Contents | Search | Post | Reply | Next | Previous | Up ]

What's so special about KAP anyway?
From: Simon Harbord
Date: 25 May 1997
Time: 17:00:43
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

Most of us who are KAPpers, or anybody who visits these and other KAP pages on the Web and takes
the time to look, will realise that KAP is a special pursuit. One of the ways we can help others into our
pastime is explain to them why it is special. What are the pleasures, the challenges, what are KAPpers
like, what do they share. Here’s a chance to share what motivates you into KAP, a chance to ramble at
depth on the philosophical angle if you wish, rather than responding to a technical question. Any reader
of Aerial eye will see that while KAPpers share a lot in common, they also find pleasure in different
aspects. Lets share it with those who have come across these pages, and are wondering what it’s all
about. I shall compose something suitable myself if others respond too.

NB As Cris pointed out somewhere, long responses are better composed on a comfortable word
processor and pasted in.

Best Regards Simon Harbord
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Re: What's so special about KAP anyway?
From: Simon Harbord
Date: 02 Jun 1997
Time: 01:12:48
Remote Name: 206.241.18.4

Comments

Here goes then, my piece for what it's worth... What is so special about KAP as a hobby, what does it
give the inner person? I believe that KAP appeals directly to specific aspects of our character.

The first characteristic is that KAPpers that I have met and correspond with seem to share one thing in
common, their love of construction and innovation in the design of their systems. But more interestingly,
when you talk further you will find that this love is bound with something deeper, a special place. A
sanctum where the world and its troubles fade away, a place where the man can do his making in
solitude. A comfortable workshop, a mass of precision tools and materials, a comfortable warm
environment, pleasant music. These are the things the KAPper has in his winter retreat. How many
KAPpers have or wish to have a precision modeller’s lathe and milling machine? I suspect we all do.
Maybe this need defines us. KAP appears to be largely a male dominated pursuit, and I think it is this
“workshop” approach which keeps females away from this aspect of our hobby.

In the sky the other side of our character is given free expression, we become free, creative gregarious
individuals, enjoying the freedom of blue sky, our kites a patch of colour, our cameras a window to
another world. We strive to create, through visualisation techniques, the perfect compositional image
from that remote location, projecting our mind to the viewfinder of the camera. Perhaps we visualise
directly, through the use of video assistance, perhaps not. Interestingly, many KAPpers have tried video
assist and discarded it in favour of more simple visualisation techniques. I think this may have something
to do with the way many KAPpers see the world and create their images.

Innovation and creativity are characteristics which western culture ascribes to right brain dominance. In
oriental culture this aspect is more aligned with what is referred to as Yin. Left brain dominance equates
in a similar way to the Yang.

Re: What's so special about KAP anyway?

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_kapdiscuss/00000035.htm (1 of 3) [11/7/1999 6:22:33 PM]

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/kapdiscuss_post.htm
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/kapdiscuss_post.htm?53
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/00000035.htm/nav?next
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/00000035.htm/nav?prev
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/00000035.htm/nav?up


So what more of the area of modes of thinking? Some time ago, I attended a management seminar which
, using a questionnaire approach sorted our group of 40 into 4 unequal sized groups, based on our two
dominant thought modes. Without going into too much detail, these thought modes were rational,
tangible, intuitive and conceptual. Having completed the questionaire, people spilt into groups of the two
most dominant thought modes. Once we were split into our “like thinking” groups it was remarkable and
strange to see the kindred spirits, the “me too” conversations between like thinkers. I found myself in a
small group, (about 6) “intuitive conceptuals”. I found myself amongst people who although not
KAPpers, shared my love of invention, my feelings around creativity, and my impatience with pernickety
detail. Of course all of this is a spectrum, and we mostly have a tendancy towards a particular mode of
thought whilst still retaining the ability to think in other ways.

I have since found when giving talks on KAP to various groups, the people who are most interested, the
ones coming forward to talk afterwards seem to be similar to the little group of “intuitive conceptuals” at
our management seminar.

Hobbies, by their voluntary nature, have the ability to sort people into thought modes. The more esoteric,
the more powerful the sorting ability. Railway modellers who build glorious precision models of
locomotives to beautiful and minute scale detail have a different natural thought mode to the KAPper
whose modes of thought are towards innovation and adaptation. We each would wish to use a lathe, but
the spirit moving us is different.

I suspect, and I may be wrong, that like me, the majority of KAPpers lean heavily towards having the
thought mode “intuitive conceptuals”. Certainly the ones I have met seem to share the love of workshop
innovation combined with this extra, the release into the sky and the visualisation and creative freedom
of other viewpoints that KAP provides.

One of the downsides to “intuitive conceptual” is the lack of ability to finish, the jumping from one idea
to another. Luckily most of us have enough of the other thought characteristics (the rational and tangible
bits) to complete our rigs and get them in the air. But I do have a workshop littered with part finished
ideas for radical rig designs.

I have friends who cannot see the attraction of KAP, I have some great friends who are total detail
thinkers, living in spotless flawless houses, with organised lives. Despite the similarities we intuitive
conceptuals share, it is the diversity of human nature that enhances our lives. KAPpers like each other
and form a great worldwide network because of their similarity, but put them together on a desert island
for a week though, and watch the sparks fly, as everyone wants to design the best house, but no-one
wants to finish it and cook the food.

I like being an intuitive conceptual, I find myself in shops buying small gadgets, with a feeling that there
might be a use for them on the rig, I enjoy the feeling that a leap of intuition gives me, I love lateral
thinking solutions. I love seeing my kite way up in a sunset sky. And I love to visualise the results before
they are developed. Like Cris, my expectations are sometimes different from the results, but so often
pictures leap out unexpectedly after studying them.

It’s not all great, though, it has its downside, my house is a mess of unfinished projects, my workshop is
chaotic, my musical tastes border on the esoteric. And my hobby is probably classed by 34 out of 40
people as eccentric.

Re: What's so special about KAP anyway?
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Re: What's so special about KAP anyway?
From: Peter Bults
Date: 06 Jun 1997
Time: 00:39:36
Remote Name: 193.67.132.30

Comments

Simon,

I think you’re just about right.

Imagine the house of the KAPpers who also build their own kites, like myself.....

 

[ Home Page | Background | Equipment | Gallery | Maps | Discussion | Others | What's New ]

Comments to author: crisp@socrates.berkeley.edu
All contents copyright (C) 1998 by Charles C. Benton.

All rights reserved. Revised: Wednesday, August 19, 1998

URL: http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_kapdiscuss/0000003b.htm

Re: What's so special about KAP anyway?

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_kapdiscuss/0000003b.htm [11/7/1999 6:22:35 PM]

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/kapdiscuss_post.htm
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/kapdiscuss_post.htm?59
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/0000003b.htm/nav?next
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/0000003b.htm/nav?prev
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/0000003b.htm/nav?up
http://www.ced.berkeley.edu/~cris/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
mailto:crisp@socrates.berkeley.edu


[ Contents | Search | Post | Reply | Next | Previous | Up ]

Re: What's so special about KAP anyway?
From: Cris Benton
Date: 31 May 1997
Time: 12:57:17
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

Simon,

I'll explore a corner of your rather fine question and conclude with a curious observation.

In designing individual programs of study with my graduate students we often strive to develop a
dissertation that combines several modes of inquiry (e.g.; history survey, laboratory experiment, field
survey, computer simulation, economic analysis). It often seems that these different modes of inquiry
complement each other in entertaining ways. I've found that KAP has some of the same qualities -- the
invention and construction of the rigs seem to inform their application in flight. In any event the KAPer
generally engages all of the roles of the pursuit from rig design to kite flying and this becomes endearing.

Now the curious observation: I generally shoot color negative film and must wait a couple of days for the
processor to return the results. This is a period of delightful anticipation as I wonder what might have
been captured during a session experienced from the ground. On first examination of the returned film I
invariably react with mild disappointed. I believe this is because my imagined results, the images that
might have been captured, are more vivid than any that could actually be taken. And this is one of the
finest charms of KAP - its ability to feed the imagination. BTW, as I become more familiar with my
returned images the best of them become more and more interesting and the disappointment dissipates.
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Flight angle of kite / Picavet
From: Bernhard Malle
Date: 25 May 1997
Time: 16:56:50
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

Hi,

I am just putting together my (1st) KAP rigg. I intended to use a double parasled as kite because of the
lifting power and the stability. Now I have noticed that the flight angle is very high. I wonder wether this
has an impact on the function of the picavet suspension. I guess that the whole suspension would be more
effective if the two attachment points are nearly one above the other?

Any advise from an experienced KAPer?

Bernhard
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Re: Flight angle of kite / Picavet
From: Peter Bults
Date: 25 May 1997
Time: 16:59:02
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

Hallo Bernhard,

In theory the problem can happen if you have a big Picavet. But if you use Wolfgang Bieck's Sumipi
version, just 10 x 10 cm, you wouldn't have problems. I prefer my 20 x 20 cm carbon Picavet. It looks to
me that it works smoother. And with that size I had never problems in combination with my high flying
Delta-train. By the way, with a smaller Picavet the line length also reduces. My hang-ups are about 150
cm apart on the kiteline. Keeping that in mind and holding the system in your hands at 150 cm the
shouldn't touch the ground. Works great.

I'd like to know what you think of the Parasled as a KAP-lifter.

 

[ Home Page | Background | Equipment | Gallery | Maps | Discussion | Others | What's New ]

Comments to author: crisp@socrates.berkeley.edu
All contents copyright (C) 1998 by Charles C. Benton.

All rights reserved. Revised: Wednesday, August 19, 1998

Re: Flight angle of kite / Picavet

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_kapdiscuss/0000002d.htm (1 of 2) [11/7/1999 6:22:40 PM]

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/kapdiscuss_post.htm
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/kapdiscuss_post.htm?45
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/0000002d.htm/nav?next
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/0000002d.htm/nav?prev
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/0000002d.htm/nav?up
http://www.ced.berkeley.edu/~cris/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
mailto:crisp@socrates.berkeley.edu


[ Contents | Search | Post | Reply | Next | Previous | Up ]

Re: Flight angle of kite / Picavet
From: Cris Benton
Date: 25 May 1997
Time: 16:57:57
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

Every now and then the kite deities direct my kites to overfly while the camera is attached. This happens
most often with my large Rokkaku in light winds. On occasion the Sutton Flowforms fly steeply. Often
the Sutton’s misbehavior occurs near a hilltop or building so I suspect the wing flows upward rather than
in a horizontal plane. In any event I’ve noticed no major ill effects with my small 10cm by 10cm Picavet.
However, when the attachment points have less separation (as measured in a horizontal plane) I believe
the rig is more prone to tilt and to blur from rotation. I took a nice series the other day of Doe Library
when the kite was flying at an altitude of 75 - 80 degrees. I wonder sometimes about the Hangups when
the line is steep and then goes slack but so far no ill effects here either.

 

[ Home Page | Background | Equipment | Gallery | Maps | Discussion | Others | What's New ]

Comments to author: crisp@socrates.berkeley.edu
All contents copyright (C) 1998 by Charles C. Benton.

All rights reserved. Revised: Wednesday, August 19, 1998

Re: Flight angle of kite / Picavet

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_kapdiscuss/0000002c.htm (1 of 2) [11/7/1999 6:22:41 PM]

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/kapdiscuss_post.htm
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/kapdiscuss_post.htm?44
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/0000002c.htm/nav?next
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/0000002c.htm/nav?prev
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/0000002c.htm/nav?up
http://www.ced.berkeley.edu/~cris/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
mailto:crisp@socrates.berkeley.edu


[ Contents | Search | Post | Reply | Next | Previous | Up ]

Kite for light winds
From: Jan van der Elsen
Date: 25 May 1997
Time: 16:53:57
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

Hi Y'all..

At the moment, I am flying a 17 sq Ft Jalbert parafoil kite. With different tails, it performs well under
almost all conditions. However, I am looking for a kite with sufficient lift in low wind conditions. I don't
realy trust the parafoil under those conditions. Imagine the thing loosing it's shape with the rig
connected...

Any advice? Obviously it needs to be a reasonable transportable kite with little setup time required. An
indication of the sort of kite, manufactory and some hands-on experience with it is much appreciated!

Jan ;-)
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Re: Kite for light winds
From: Han Jonkers
Date: 06 Jul 1997
Time: 00:04:43
Remote Name: 145.220.201.75

Comments

Jan,

The Kimono kite is a good kite in low wind conditions and is very easy to make.

Wingspan 2m, hight 2m, transport 1m.

You can find a plan on a internetsite.

Han
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Re: Kite for light winds
From: Peter Bults
Date: 25 May 1997
Time: 16:55:17
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

Hello Jan,

This is a difficult one. Lifting a camera in low wind conditions. I don't think you'll find such a kite in any
catalog. I'm afraid you have build your own. Or try a balloon :-).

I've just finished a 6.5m2 Dopero 125 OVK and flown it yesterday for the first time. It looks promising.

The Dopero (Double Pearson Roller) was developed by Ralf Beutnagel from Braunsweig (Germany). He
has no Internet access so phone him if you want to know more on +49-531-303505.

Other posibilities are a very lager Delta (wingspan around 5m), or a big Double Parasled.

Good luck,

Peter
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Re: Kite for light winds
From: Bernhard Malle, Germany
Date: 02 Jun 1997
Time: 03:41:57
Remote Name: 53.122.1.13

Comments

Hi,

I would not recommend to build the parasled too large. A parasled built with the dimensions of the
KiteLines plan will certainly be too large and the windwindow too small (0,5 Bft to 1 Bft). This kite will
pull ernomeously.

I have built a 2/3 version of it with 5mm carbon rods. Although I have not yet tried it for kapping (rigg
has just arrived and is now ready for further maiden flight), I am very happy with the performance of this
version of the parasled. It is 2m high and if you use 1m rods, also the packing size is not too large.

I will report about my experiences when returning from Fanoe.

Bernhard
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KAP from France
From: Francois Demont
Date: 25 May 1997
Time: 16:52:32
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

Congratulations Cris, the discussion page is alive !

My first message, to the previous server, must have disappeared in the blue sky, as I don't see it in the
new list on my computer. Sorry if you see it in double on yours...

If you want to see some photos of a French beginner, please have a look at :
http://members.aol.com/KiteCamera

(I also have included some links to other KAP pages, and a special offer, and some new photos on this 7
may 97)

Is there some French readers here ? Y-a-t-il des lecteurs francais sur ce site ? Francois Demont,
spitfire@compuserve.com
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Re: KAP from France
From: MGUETRE@aol.com
Date: 06 Jul 1997
Time: 17:15:24
Remote Name: 152.163.213.167

Comments

I'm afraid, the best is to write in english... So, some few words to tell you about my recent activity : i'm
completing (testing and setting) a video transmitter 50mW coupled to a very small video sensor (2 cm
each side) that I plan to fix just behind the camera viewfinder. I've already make previous test and it's
famous.

I have to get an portable LCD TV receiver now.

Thanks to Cris for this HQ KAP space, indeed.

Best Wishes.

Marc
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Re: KAP from France
From: MGUETRE@aol.com
Date: 06 Jul 1997
Time: 15:56:22
Remote Name: 152.163.213.167

Comments

Pendant que l'imprimante récupère de belles photos, je vous écris quelques lignes :

J'ai bien aimé les photos du Château de Ranrouët, et votre page "matériel". J'ai réalisé un système avec
une essoreuse à salade, elle contient les engrenages et ne coute que 35FF. De plus, le matériel photo
(Olympus OM-1) se trouve à l'abri d'un choc (au début, mon système était à moins de 10 mètres du
cerf-volant et les turbulences au sol n'arrangeaient pas les choses...)

Depuis 3 ans, je vais à Lorient (56) et y serai début Août avec quelques pellicules...

A bientôt sur e-mail.

Marc

 

[ Home Page | Background | Equipment | Gallery | Maps | Discussion | Others | What's New ]

Comments to author: crisp@socrates.berkeley.edu
All contents copyright (C) 1998 by Charles C. Benton.

Re: KAP from France

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_kapdiscuss/0000005f.htm (1 of 2) [11/7/1999 6:22:55 PM]

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/kapdiscuss_post.htm
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/kapdiscuss_post.htm?95
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/0000005f.htm/nav?next
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/0000005f.htm/nav?prev
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/0000005f.htm/nav?up
http://www.ced.berkeley.edu/~cris/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
mailto:crisp@socrates.berkeley.edu


[ Contents | Search | Post | Reply | Next | Previous | Up ]

Re: KAP from France
From: bruno_richard@hp.com
Date: 27 May 1997
Time: 05:22:41
Remote Name: 15.253.56.12

Comments

Hi,

I am a French (Grenoble) KAP amateur. Trying to setup a KAP system based on an electronic timer,
directly connected to the camera trigger => Simple, safe and light design.

-bruno

 

[ Home Page | Background | Equipment | Gallery | Maps | Discussion | Others | What's New ]

Comments to author: crisp@socrates.berkeley.edu
All contents copyright (C) 1998 by Charles C. Benton.

All rights reserved. Revised: Wednesday, August 19, 1998

URL: http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_kapdiscuss/00000031.htm

Re: KAP from France

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_kapdiscuss/00000031.htm [11/7/1999 6:22:57 PM]

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/kapdiscuss_post.htm
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/kapdiscuss_post.htm?49
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/00000031.htm/nav?next
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/00000031.htm/nav?prev
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/00000031.htm/nav?up
http://www.ced.berkeley.edu/~cris/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
mailto:crisp@socrates.berkeley.edu


[ Contents | Search | Post | Reply | Next | Previous | Up ]

Any KAPers at Fanoe '97?
From: Bernhard Malle, Germany
Date: 25 May 1997
Time: 16:49:26
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

Hi there,

are there any KAPers coming to the Fanoe '97 kite festival?

It would be very nice if I could meet some of the more experienced colleagues, because Fanoe will be my
first kite event as active KAper (hopefully).

See you there

Bernhard
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Re: Any KAPers at Fanoe '97?
From: F. Demont
Date: 25 May 1997
Time: 16:50:15
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

Euh.. sorry Bernhard, but... where is Fanoe ???
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Re: Any KAPers at Fanoe '97?
From: Bernhard Malle
Date: 25 May 1997
Time: 16:51:13
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

> where is Fanoe?

Fanoe is a Danish Isle in the Northwest Sea. From June 19th til June 22nd (out of my head) there will be
the 12th International Kite Fliers Meeting. It is said to be the largest meeting with respect to active kite
fliers.

I'll be there from June 14th til June 28th and I hope to meet some more experienced KApers there.

Bernhard
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Digital Cameras
From: Jan van der Elsen
Date: 25 May 1997
Time: 16:45:47
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

What a great new service is this for KAPpers: a discussion page. Looks like this web site becomes the
one-stop-shop for this subject for sure. For a while now, I am playing around with the idea of using a
digital camera. This would have the advantage of less weight, and you can see the results on the little
LCD screen when you bring the thing down. Saves the fustration to wait for the film to be developed and
than come to the conclusion that you didn't do that well.. I also realise the dis-advantage of it: the quality
of the pictures for enlargements.

Has anybody tried this sort of cameras yet? (I bet someone must have!) Any experiences to be shared?

Thanks!!

Jan ;-)
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Re: Digital Cameras
From: Thomas Bennett
Date: 25 May 1997
Time: 16:46:58
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

I have flown my Casio QV-100 several times with my Picavet variation.

It helps to take digital pictures on clear sunny days though I have shot pictures on cloudy days.

You're right about the resolution not being as great as with a 35mm camera. I have shot pictures of a
town from 3 miles away with both my digital and 35mm cameras. In the slides, I could spot one water
tower that I couldn't see at all in the digital photo.

As far as the lighter weight of the digital camera is concerned, I thought it was actually a disadvantage.
The pictures that I took with the digital had more tilt in them than the ones I took with my slightly
heavier Samsung Maxima Zoom 105. I strongly suspect that the weight of a rig can help keep a picavet
level. Several times I reshot pictures simply because of the tilted view.

Digital cameras aren't advanced enough yet to take artistical pictures for selling them, but they're okay
for quick or fun pictures.

Take care, Thomas
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Re: Digital Cameras
From: Jan van der Elsen
Date: 25 May 1997
Time: 16:47:56
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

Thanks Thomas for the reply! It confirms my hestitation for the digital camera's and they are a bit too
expensive to buy one just for fun. Maybe we have to wait a year or so until the quality of them is getting
better.

Cheers

Jan ;-)
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KAP History
From: Werner Wittemer
Date: 25 May 1997
Time: 16:44:38
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

I'm still working on a "History of Kite Aerial Photograhpy" web-site. Who has a photo by William Eddy
from the spanish/american war in Cuba? Who has precise information on what was before A.Batut/E.D.
Archibald (1887/88)? They were not the first to take kite aerial photos (sorry, Michel Dusariez, but it's
true). Aime Laussedat already tried it in 1858. Who has more ideas/names/dates facts? Also wanted:
names, dates and photos from 1910 - 1930. Also wanted: illustrations/photos of historical KAP
equipment (Note: I am already in contact with Andrea Casalboni, Italy).

Werner Wittemer, Germany [wewi@compuserve.com]

 

[ Home Page | Background | Equipment | Gallery | Maps | Discussion | Others | What's New ]

Comments to author: crisp@socrates.berkeley.edu
All contents copyright (C) 1998 by Charles C. Benton.

All rights reserved. Revised: Wednesday, August 19, 1998

URL: http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_kapdiscuss/00000021.htm

KAP History

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_kapdiscuss/00000021.htm [11/7/1999 6:23:07 PM]

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/kapdiscuss_post.htm
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/kapdiscuss_post.htm?33
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/00000021.htm/nav?next
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/00000021.htm/nav?prev
http://www.ced.berkeley.edu/~cris/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
mailto:crisp@socrates.berkeley.edu


[ Contents | Search | Post | Reply | Next | Previous | Up ]

Errant Stratoscoop, advice sought
From: Neil Baker
Date: 25 May 1997
Time: 16:38:26
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

Hi Cris,

Great site. I must admit that it has inspired me to have a go at KAP.

I was wondering if yourself or Simon Harbord could help me at all? My problem is that I've bought a
secondhand Stratoscoop (about 20 square feet) and although I've managed to use it once for KAP, it
crashed causing my balsa cradle with a tail fin to break. The camera didn't break so at least I've got some
shots. The Stratoscoop seems to hunt far too much. In a moderate wind, it flies to the far left and right of
view. Occasionally, instead of turning upwards, it turns downwards and crashes. Why doesn't it fly like
my Delta, which can be released and caught by hand from the winch?

I've search all over the internet and posted questions in newsgroups to try any find a solution or a guide
to tuning the bridle, but with no success. I'm using a windsock thing attached on a length of string to the
end of a V of string attached to the back ends of the Stratoscoop (It came with it) Do you know where I
can go to find out this information, or give me a few pointers?

I have developed a few photographs and scanned two which I'll have hopefully by later on today. Would
you be interested in seeing them (they are only black and white). I'll send you the URL if you are
interested, when I get the web site up and running.

Neil Baker <neilb@uunet.pipex.com>
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Re: Errant Stratoscoop, advice sought
From: Jan van der Elsen
Date: 25 May 1997
Time: 16:41:59
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

Hi Neil,

Although I don't use a Stratoscoop but a 17 sq.ft. Jalbert parafoil, I used to have that same problem with
the orr tail. On advise from Simon Harbord, I now carry 4 different lenghts of "Fluffy" tails with me.
Depending on wind condition I select the one to use. This allows me to fly under almost every condition
from light breeze to the point you realy haven't a lot of fun holding the kite all together! Sometimes it
requires a test flight to see how the kite flies before attaching the camera but better spend those extra 5
minutes than crashing your rig..

Hope it helps.

Jan ;-)
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Re: Errant Stratoscoop, advice sought
From: Simon Harbord
Date: 25 May 1997
Time: 16:43:16
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

Fully concur with Jans comments, a big Stratoscoop though will need a lot of tail in strong winds.(like up
to 100 feet) Bridle tuning is a classic Stratoscoop problem but ultimately pays its rewards.Even then if
the wind is strong, gusty and turbulent I'd be realistic and not try it.In a steady fresh breeze the
Stratoscoops are unbeatable.

Best wishes

Simon
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Re: Errant Stratoscoop, advice sought
From: Bob Pebly (pebly@ibm.net)
Date: 25 May 1997
Time: 16:39:34
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

I think that's just the nature of the Stratoscoop. That's why the flowform is so popular even though it has
less lift - stability. You might try changing from the windsock to a long fuzzy tail described within Cris'
pages. The fuzzie tail seems to help the stability of almost any kite. Plans for the fuzzie tail can be found
at:

http://www.best.com/~joannep/fuzzie.html
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Dampening servo movement
From: Bob Pebly (pebly@ibm.net)
Date: 25 May 1997
Time: 16:30:16
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

One of the problems with my current rig is the 4:1 gearing of the plan rotation servo. The gear is required
to get almost a full 360 degrees of plan rotation. Fine control of the camera rotation is difficult due to the
gear amplifying the slightest movements at the controls. What approaches have others taken to solve this
problem? I've been thinking of trying a modified servo that can rotate a full 360 degrees - does that help
or just introduce a different set of problems?

Bob
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Re: Dampening servo movement
From: F.Demont
Date: 25 May 1997
Time: 16:35:50
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

Bob Good morning from France I must be short, my english is not very good for describing technical
stuff..

You're describing exactly the problem that I HAD, before modifying a servo to make it rotate
continuously (endless rotation, not only 360°). Outside the servo, I had a 4:1 ratio, I just inverted the gear
to have 1:4 (the small gear on the servo) and.. voila. Now I have a smooth, very precise movement, and
the servo has more torque, is more powerful that way.

Modifying the servo, as described in the Aerial Eye vol3, n1, winter97, by Harald Prinzler, was far more
easy that I thought. For my JR 507 servo, I just cut the stop on the output shaft, and glued the
potentiometer (were was the stop..) in place, in his middle/neutral position.

Hope this helps François Demont, spitfire@compuserve.com http://members.aol.com/KiteCamera

 

[ Home Page | Background | Equipment | Gallery | Maps | Discussion | Others | What's New ]

Re: Dampening servo movement

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_kapdiscuss/0000001c.htm (1 of 2) [11/7/1999 6:23:16 PM]

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/kapdiscuss_post.htm
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/kapdiscuss_post.htm?28
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/0000001c.htm/nav?next
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/0000001c.htm/nav?prev
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/0000001c.htm/nav?up
http://members.aol.com/KiteCamera
http://www.ced.berkeley.edu/~cris/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html


[ Contents | Search | Post | Reply | Next | Previous | Up ]

Re: Dampening servo movement
From: Peter Bults
Date: 25 May 1997
Time: 16:33:18
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

Hello Bob,

My suggestions to your problem is to modify your transmitter like I did. I believe you do have the Aerial
Eye. I wrote an article about it in issue 3-1. The replacement of the stick, which is only 75 degrees, by a
potentionmeter that turns 300 degrees and the "fingerspitsengefuhl" will "dampen" the servo.

Peter
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Re: Dampening servo movement
From: Simon Harbord
Date: 25 May 1997
Time: 16:31:40
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

Hi Bob, cool fun a la Cris website eh? (thanks Cris, now I can fritter my life away here too.) I don't know
what you have at the transmitter end, but if you are still on joysticks, getting the joystick pot up out onto
a knob will so increase your servo throw that you might be able to take your gear ratio down to 3:1 or
less and still get full circle, thus taking some of the sensitivity out of control position. I've just sourced
some 3 inch long 5K slider pots that beg to be used for the transmitter again something like this might
give more precision at the ground end..?

regards Simon
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Rokkaku advice sought
From: Cris Benton (cris@ced.berkeley.edu)
Date: 25 May 1997
Time: 16:26:50
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

On the Campanile Project I’ve found myself really needing to fly and lift the SLR in low wind
conditions. For instance, a week ago we had the first cloudy day in a month and it was our single chance
to capture Campanile images under diffuse light.

Well awhile back I reframed my Kevin Shannon 7.5-foot Rokkaku with carbon stick and it provides fine
lifting capacity in low winds:

My problem: On occasion the kite seems to want to fly at a very steep angle - sometimes literally
overhead (see URL referenced below). This makes me extraordinarily anxious for two reasons: 1) the
Hangups attaching camera rig to kiteline require tension in the kiteline and 2) the kite is prone to
instabilty when it reaches these acute angles. Last weekend the kite healed over and began flying
downward with the SLR rig aloft. I played out line to try to turn it around. This succeeded but only after
the kite completed a 360 loop.

On two previous occasions it has flown into the ground after flipping upside down in light winds. No
camera aloft in either case.

Do you have any suggestions for what causes this behavior in what is otherwise a fine flying kite? I am
eager to restore my confidence in it.

The image referenced below (104K jpg) was taken with the Canon 24-mm lens while the camera rig was
almost directly overhead. You can follow the kiteline downward in the lower righthand corner of the
image.

http://www.ced.berkeley.edu/~cris/kap/1997_images/cc97doe1.JPG
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A tail perhaps
From: Bob Pebly
Date: 25 May 1997
Time: 16:29:21
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

Cris,

A different stype tail might help stabilize the Rok a bit. One of the local flyers has a large Rok that has a
"dragon kite" style tail that seems to keep it very stable. The Rok/tail are big enough that the tail even has
a few spreaders in it to keep it open to the wind.

Bob
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Re: Rokkaku advice sought
From: Werner Wittemer
Date: 25 May 1997
Time: 16:28:13
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

1. Try to adjust the bending radius of the horizontal bars.

2. Ask Wolfgang Bieck about it. He has some experience with Rokakkus.

3. Try a well-balanced, light-weight Delta-Conyne. Mine has a Span of approx 9 ft. and lifts my CANON
EOS 650 even at light winds.

So long, Werner

 

[ Home Page | Background | Equipment | Gallery | Maps | Discussion | Others | What's New ]

Comments to author: crisp@socrates.berkeley.edu
All contents copyright (C) 1998 by Charles C. Benton.

All rights reserved. Revised: Wednesday, August 19, 1998

URL: http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_kapdiscuss/00000017.htm

Re: Rokkaku advice sought

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_kapdiscuss/00000017.htm [11/7/1999 6:23:22 PM]

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/kapdiscuss_post.htm
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/kapdiscuss_post.htm?23
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/00000017.htm/nav?next
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/00000017.htm/nav?prev
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/00000017.htm/nav?up
http://www.ced.berkeley.edu/~cris/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
mailto:crisp@socrates.berkeley.edu


[ Contents | Search | Post | Reply | Next | Previous | Up ]

KAP discussion pages
From: Bob Pebly (pebly@ibm.net)
Date: 25 May 1997
Time: 16:24:16
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

Cris, Once again, your KAP pages continue to amaze us all! Now I have to bookmark yet another page
on your site for regular visits.

I had been toying with the idea of setting up a mailing list for KAP (if I could find a cheap/free way to do
it), but now here's a thought. Maybe we could make your discussion pages the driver for a KAP mailing
list/digest and let the web pages be the discussion archive? Or maybe set up a regular mailing list and
archive it to your discussion page?

Bob pebly@ibm.net http://www.geocities.com/yosemite/7685/
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Accurate positioning of rig
From: Simon Harbord
Date: 25 May 1997
Time: 16:10:26
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

Hi Cris,

Thought I’d try out the latest addition to your excellent site. Here’s a problem I’ve been musing on for
some time. I feel, like many KAP problems a lateral approach might come up with something. When the
rig is 200 feet out maybe 250 feet up, getting accurately positioned verticals (or obliques for that matter),
over a target is still for me a hit or miss affair. I’ve used video assist, and for many reasons don’t feel the
inclination to go back to it. The problem is not in knowing the camera direction, as my controls are
calibrated, I know where the camera is pointing, the problem is in spotting the camera exactly over a
small target (top of lighthouse, building cupola, weathervane etc) without someone out to the side giving
direction.

My attempts around targeted verticals generally take a lot of shots and my success rate is low, with about
1 in ten shots perfect. I’ve thought of everything from dropping mini flour bombs, measuring line, to
lasers. Surely KAPpers inventiveness can come up with something? The answer needs to be light weight
if on the rig, simple in concept and cheap.

An excercise in lateral thinking I hope.

Regards Simon
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Triangulation as an approach
From: Chuck Henderson (coh@i-2000.com)
Date: 25 May 1997
Time: 16:19:36
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

Sounds like your most difficult-to-solve problem is determining range to target and range to camera.
Some combination of inexpensive range finder and sextant might work; one to determine distance to both
target and camera, and the other to determine relative angle between the two. With those figures in hand,
it's a simple matter to calculate the correct relationship between camera and target for a decent shot every
time. In theory. :-) Getting the required accuracy might not be cheap, but at least all the gear stays on the
ground with you.
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Re: Triangulation as an approach
From: David Hunt
Date: 25 May 1997
Time: 16:21:55
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

Check out the following site for inexpensive optical rangefinders: http://www.bushnell.com/ranging.html

complete specs. on their full line of rangefinders.
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Re: Triangulation as an approach
From: Simon Harbord
Date: 25 May 1997
Time: 16:20:50
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

Thanks Chuck, I certainly agree, the ground based rangefinder approach, make a lot of sense. Do you
know of such items in the "cheap" category ? I've been doing a lot of playing around on this issue, and
have realised it falls into a couple of areas. 1 Measuring distance for positioning vertically over ground
features, for example an ornamental garden patterns. 2.specific items alongside the rig, weathervanes,
steeples, cupolas etc. In this second area I'm testing out an ultrasonic intruder detector, lightweight, easily
rig adaptable, cheap (about £8 UK) which emits a beep when something passes in front of it, field of
view is similar to that of the camera, and sensitivity is tuneable. I haven't yet flight tested it due to awful
weather here in Scotlland last couple of weeks. (I like a stable wind before i let my rig to close to solid
objects...! But certainly walking around with the device it seems to shriek out when something passes by
it. Not a complete answer to my first post, but a step towards maybe.

I'm interested in the rangefinder approach as I've never seen one of these things, how do they work ?

best regards

Simon
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Re: Accurate positioning of rig
From: David Hunt
Date: 25 May 1997
Time: 16:17:33
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

The triangulation method might work. You would have to get two measurements. The angle of the KAP
rig above the horizon and the distance to the KAP rig. There are available inexpensive ($26-$50 US)
optical rangefinders sold gun and bow hunters. You would have to come up with a way to measure the
elevation within 2 degree accuracy. With a 2 degree accuracy for elevation and a plus or minus 2 yard
accuracy using the rangefinder you should be able to find the horizontal distance to the point directly
beneath the KAP rig. To give you an idea of the amount error, at a distance of 250 feet to the rig the most
you would be off is 10 feet(+/-). Depending on your subject this could be acceptable. If you were to use
this method I would suggest making up a set of tables before hand instead of doing the calculations in the
field.
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Re: Accurate positioning of rig
From: Peter Bults
Date: 25 May 1997
Time: 16:15:00
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

Hello Simon,

Thanks of your letter in The Aerial Eye. A great idea to keep to video on the ground.

I too have tried a video on my rig and disliked it. So the system end the box "Might be of use someday".
In the same box was my 2-channel RC that I used when I started KAP.

Out of that stuff I made an Electronic KAP Assistant. It is mainly a mini video camera mounted on two
servo's that I can control from where I stand. The whole system is mounted on a tripod and put in a place
where it can give you the third dimension of the position of the rig. In other words I can see the target
and the rig from two different angles. And that gives me all the information I need for an accurate
position.

I think this approach has a lot of advantages: - it can be used with all your existing rigs - no addition to
any rig - no new rig - it is cheap since it came out of that one box ...... - no need to do calculations

Just an idea and the prototype is ready to be tested. But if lateral thinking does come up with a better plan
I'll put everything back the "might be useful"-box.

:-)Peter
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Re: Accurate positioning of rig
From: Simon Harbord
Date: 25 May 1997
Time: 16:16:33
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

Peter, thanks for that, a neat development on the Video on the ground approach, satisfies all the KAPpers
with discarded video assist, and provides a neat thing to put in the car on days when there is no-one with
you to call out the downwind position. A real KAP assistant. With the right modular approach it should
give the option of clipping onto the rig, placing in target centre, or on the servo mount on the tripod.
Makes the video work for it's keep. I can see me building that one evening soon to add to the armoury.

best regards

Simon
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Re: Accurate positioning of rig
From: Cris Benton
Date: 25 May 1997
Time: 16:13:36
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

Hi Simon,

I think you have framed one of the critical KAP questions. When I began taking kite aerial photographs
two years ago I assumed that the ability to compose images in absentia was simply a matter of practice. I
find that I am pretty accurate with four position control dimensions but disturbingly inept in setting the
KAP rig’s position downwind.

I can think of five major position/orientation control dimensions:

1. Changing the absolute position of the airborne rig to the left or right is accomplished by moving the
anchor point of the kite (kiteflyer walks). Assuming there is room to maneuver -- and KAPers are
constantly assessing this -- it is easy to position the rig . It is also straightforward to interpret the rigs
position by sighting down the line.

2. The absolute position of the KAP Rig in terms of distance away from the kiteflyer is adjusted by
moving the kite anchor point or by adjusting the amount of kiteline that is played out. It is notoriously
difficult to gauge how far downrange the camera rig is actually flying. This is in part due to the sky’s
lack of depth-related clues. Simon seeks your techniques for handling this dimension.

3. The height of the KAP Rig above the ground is controlled again by the kiteflyer’s position, the amount
of line played out, the kites flying characteristics, and the amount of wind. I’ve found it moderately easy
to gauge this dimension of camera position through experience.

4. The azimuth (compass) orientation the camera is usually gauged by looking at the rig. This variable is
controlled by radio input (or presetting a manual rig). Many rigs feature telltale sticks projects from the
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camera rig, often carrying the antenna away from the photo.

5. The altitude (tilt) orientation of the camera is also set by radio input. For this variable I find myself
trusting the position of the stick on the radio transmitter. The rig is adjusted so that on end of the stick’s
travel points toward the horizon while the other points toward the nadir. This one is easy to master.

So it seems, as Simon has pointed out, it is the camera rig’s position down range that is the most difficult
to control accurately. Submit your favorite techniques to this discussion group and I will gather them
later to cast forward as a permanent page on this site.

I’m currently working on a technique that uses a fascinating IR pulse laser rangefinder, an optical
clinometer, and a slide rule to compute down range position. I will report more as I learn it. In the
meantime, son Charlie Benton and I are getting alot of use out of two borrowed walkie talkies. Charlie's
position reporting from downrange helps a great deal.

All for now.
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Thanks from Sheffield
From: Paul Waterhouse
Date: 25 May 1997
Time: 16:08:24
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

Hi Charles,

Wow ! What a bunch of web pages you have compiled, truly inspirational. I have been interested in kites
for little over a month now and of course have been scanning the web for help and information. Then I
found your KAP pages and I saw the next few months spending money and weekends dissapearing
before me. I am a photographer by trade but this is something I have never tried and never known anyone
to try so I thought why not. A friend of mine is a historian and has already asked if I will photograph
some old Roman sites in our area, he's convinced there's an old Roman road that nobody has yet
discovered and thinks that aerial photography is the key to it.

Anyway I suppose I must start at the beginning and buy or make a suitable kite and the associated rig to
house the camera but no doubt it will be a piece of cake with all you infomation. THANKS for taking the
time and effort to produce and update these pages, keep up the good work, and I'll let you know if we
find the old road.
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Information on Sutton Flowform in UK
From: John Hewett
Date: 25 May 1997
Time: 16:05:37
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

I have been thinking about trying kite aerial photography for years now but I have never been able to get
any information on it until now!. I am really pleased with the info. that you have put on the internet, but
as I am from England I would like to know of any kites that are available over here and are like your
'Sutton 16'?Any ideas on price for a Sutton 16 over there and if they are available over here?. I have
some friends who work in Chicago who could buy a Sutton 16 for me and send it over, but I would rather
buy one over here.

Once again many thanks for a truly excellent article, which finally makes the internet something worth
having.
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Advice sought by archaeologist
From: James Russell
Date: 25 May 1997
Time: 16:00:25
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

Dear sir,

I found your address on the internet, and I do hope that you don't mind me writing to you.

I am an archaeologist studing at Trinity in South Wales. At the moment I'm looking into the aspect of
using aerial photography in my studies, so that I will be able to examine the surrounding land.

I was wondering if you knew of any work that existed in this area, that used K.A.P.

I would greatly appreciate any help that you could offer.
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Re: Advice sought by archaeologist
From: Peter Bults
Date: 25 May 1997
Time: 16:03:21
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

The Amsterdam Instituut voor Pre- en Protohistorische Archeologie of the Univerty of Amsterdam (IPP)
used KAP in the research of The Barentsz' House at Novaya Zembla. Their telephone: +31-20-5255830
or e-mail: SECIPP@IVIP.FRW.UVA.NL

I'd like to know about the results if you decide to use KAP.
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Permission to use image
From: Shiela Slavin
Date: 25 May 1997
Time: 15:55:45
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

I've just been looking at your web page. It's wonderful! Do I have your permission to use a few of your
pictures on a web page for the Dept of Mechanical Engineering here at UCB? I love the "fisheye" lens,
and I love the way you've designed your pages. Very nice.
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Re: Permission to use image
From: Cris Benton
Date: 25 May 1997
Time: 15:57:46
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

Sheila,

You are welcome to use images for the Department of Mechanical Engineering WWW page. Be nice to
know which image and where it went. In general, my UC Berkeley colleagues are welcome to make use
of the images for non-profit purposes. Many already have. KAP WWW site images have adorned the
Department of Chemistry Bulletin cover and the Lawrence Hall of Science WWW site. They have been
featured in mailings to approximately 24,000 incoming undergraduates, the CED News, the Berkeleyan,
and elsewhere.

Soon to come: an article in the Cal Monthly.

I wax and wane on the fisheye. I am trying not to overuse it.
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Magazine KAP sources?
From: Scott M. Petty
Date: 25 May 1997
Time: 15:48:00
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

Just wanted to let you know how much I enjoyed your web page. It is one of the most beautiful and
well-planned pages I've ever seen. I love kite flying (mainly 2 and 4 line stunt kites), I fly R/C airplanes,
and I've dabbled in photography for years. It seems KAP maybe the hobby for me! I tried model rocket
based photography when I was 10 -- got some blurry pictures of a cloud or two and then lost it all when
my launch vehicle shot through the neighbor's garage. Do you have any information or suggestions on
good kite-related magazines (I e-mailed Brooks about the Aerial Eye)? I live in a tiny town in the
mountains of far western NC -- very few kite enthusiasts (me, my wife, andmy kids) and limited
newstand selections (National Enquirer, Wrestling Today, and the like). Again thanks for getting me
excited about what seems to be a wonderful art...
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Re: Magazine KAP sources?
From: skyform@ix.netcom.com
Date: 09 Jun 1997
Time: 20:27:27
Remote Name: 204.30.67.194

Comments

You might try looking at the model rocketry magazines, in which they have had stories about aerial
rocket photography. While rockets may be a little bit different than kites (i.e. they fly a bit faster) they
might just have an idea that could work with KAP. They have the high-powered rockets that are capable
of lofting small camcorders and SLR's. I like to read them just to see what rocketeers are doing. I flew
them many years ago and recently got back to flying them again. I like my kites very much but I like
rockets too.
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Re: Magazine KAP sources?
From: Cris Benton
Date: 25 May 1997
Time: 15:54:40
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

There does seem to be a magazine for just about everything. The magazine Kitelines runs an ocasional
article on kite aerial photography - I recall a nice piece on George Lawrence a couple of years back.
More recently there have been several articles in Sport and Design Drachen, a magazine from Germany.
This series, coordinated by Wolfgang Bieck, has been more oriented toward displaying photos than
explaining methods.
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Re: Magazine KAP sources?
From: David Hunt
Date: 25 May 1997
Time: 15:49:28
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

Scott, Pardon me not answering your question, but I live near Johnson City, TN just across the
Mountains from western North Carolina. Contact me at davidhunt@washington.xtn.net If you join the
AKA you get their magazine which will be more generally kite oriented.

 

[ Home Page | Background | Equipment | Gallery | Maps | Discussion | Others | What's New ]

Comments to author: crisp@socrates.berkeley.edu
All contents copyright (C) 1998 by Charles C. Benton.

All rights reserved. Revised: Wednesday, August 19, 1998

URL: http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_kapdiscuss/00000004.htm

Re: Magazine KAP sources?

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_kapdiscuss/00000004.htm [11/7/1999 6:23:52 PM]

http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/kapdiscuss_post.htm
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/kapdiscuss_post.htm?4
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/00000004.htm/nav?next
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/00000004.htm/nav?prev
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kapdiscuss/_vti_bin/shtml.dll/_kapdiscuss/00000004.htm/nav?up
http://www.ced.berkeley.edu/~cris/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/kaptoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/background/backtoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/equip/equip.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/gallery/gallery.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/map/1-key.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/others/othertoc.html
http://www-archfp.ced.berkeley.edu/kap/whatnew.html
mailto:crisp@socrates.berkeley.edu


[ Contents | Search | Post | Reply | Next | Previous | Up ]

Chris Ford
From: Kite Capabilities
Date: 25 May 1997
Time: 15:45:53
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

I have read through a lot of your net page and read quite a bit of history and experience within the pages.
I also see that you are sold on the Sutton Flowform. I have several questions to pose to you. 1. What are
the weights (total including cradle and loaded camera) of your three rigs? 2. What kite do you use with
each? 3. What is the least wind velocity which you can carry your rig aloft? With the 16 With the 30 I
think this has to do with the answer to no 2. 4. In the catalogs I have reviewed it seems that the Sutton is
more for flying and less for lifting. Why have you chosen the Sutton over other types which seem to lift
more? 5. What is your recommendation for a beginner who needs to put something together in less than
two months, needs to some-what limit the up front expense, has a R/C, one servo, point and shoot
camera(very light) and the ability to build anything. But wants to, in the future, be able to lift a better
point and shoot. What I am looking for is the type of kite and good choice of rigs and any
recommendations for kap in the mountains. I know this is a lot and apologize for the length and probably
most is covered in the sections which I did not spend enough time reading. Your web page is really a
great one, very informative and well put together.
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Re: Chris Ford
From: Thomas Bennett (skyform@ix.netcom.com)
Date: 21 Jun 1997
Time: 18:26:58
Remote Name: 204.30.67.167

Comments

I am sold on the Sutton FlowForm like Chris. It can fly in a variety of winds and because it has no spars,
it is lighter and easier to carry. FlowForms are the only kites that I use for payloading. If you look at the
pictures of Flowforms real carefully, you will see holes in them. These help regulate the air pressure in
the cells, which helps make the FlowForm a more stable kite. In kite payloading, and especially in KAP,
you need the stability. For my FlowForm 30, I need a 7-9 MPH STEADY wind to get my Picavet up
with my cameras with no radio control. I need at least a 10 MPH for a Picavet and my small camcorder.
As far as a camera rig for you is concerned, it depends on whether or not your camera has time delay
capability. If it doesn't, then your radio control will be used to press the shutter button. If your camera has
like a 10 second delay, I would think that wouldn't be much help unless you're bringing the camera down
each time to adjust the aim. With a 10 second delay, the radio control wouldn't be much use (IMHO). If
your camera can be programmed to take pictures at various regular intervals, such as 30 seconds, 1
minute, 5 minutess, then I would use the single servo to control the direction of the camera (or to pan the
camera). I don't have a radio control rig yet either. Like you I need a R/C rig in less than two months (I
think we have both talked to the same person about one). The drawing for one is on this web site that you
could build. Make a print out of that page. If you have trouble figuring out how to assemble it, take the
drawing to a hobby store and see if they can help you. Study the pictures on this web site and look at
some of the other KAP people's pages. I have never flown a kite at all in the mountains, so I can't
comment too much about that.
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KAP Discussion Inaugurated
From: Cris Benton
Date: 25 May 1997
Time: 15:44:13
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

Welcome to the KAP Discussion Group. This page has been posted using MicroSoft’s FrontPage
software. As with many new endeavors there may be some tuning required. You can help me by posting
messages thus giving the site a workout. Incidentally, for messages longer than paragraph I’ve found that
it is easier to compose messages in my word processor then past them to the posting window.
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Function test
From: Cris Benton
Date: 28 Jul 1997
Time: 20:44:16
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

This is a test.
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Re: Function test
From: Cris
Date: 9/2/98
Time: 8:00:09 PM
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

Gets pretty boring no?
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Re: Function test
From: Jan van der Elsen
Date: 30 Jul 1997
Time: 00:53:40
Remote Name: 206.241.18.4

Comments

It worked..
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yet another check
From: C. Benton
Date: 8/13/99
Time: 5:06:51 PM
Remote Name: 128.32.181.181

Comments

check
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Re: Function test
From: benton
Date: 8/6/99
Time: 7:44:16 AM
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

test after fp 2000
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Re: Function test
From: C. Benton
Date: 11 Aug 1997
Time: 19:16:38
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

Just making sure things are working ...
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Re: Function test
From: still working
Date: 4/25/98
Time: 2:27:55 PM
Remote Name: 128.32.181.181

Comments

still working
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Re: Function test
From: Cris Benton
Date: 8/13/98
Time: 7:47:50 AM
Remote Name: 136.152.70.131

Comments

yet another
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Re: Function test
From: Robert Flemming
Date: 12/10/98
Time: 4:30:46 PM
Remote Name: 128.32.181.15

Comments

Still Testing
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